
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 22, 2017 
Counterfeit: 

Taking Shortcuts 
Matthew 4 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 56 

 Monday 
• 1 Chronicles 2 
• Romans 4:1-12 
• Psalm 18:1-13 

 Tuesday 
• 1 Chronicles 3 
• Romans 4:13-25 
• Psalm 18:14-23 

 Wednesday 
• 1 Chronicles 4 
• Romans 5:1-11 
• Psalm 18:24-37 

 Thursday 
• 1 Chronicles 5 
• Romans 5:12-21 
• Psalm 18:38-50 

 Friday 
• 1 Chronicles 6:1-50 
• Romans 6 
• Psalm 19 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What goals have you had for your life? Did you achieve them? Are you still 

working toward them? Have you changed them? 

• What did you have to trade in order to achieve these goals? Was it worth it? 
Looking back, is there anything you would change? 

• Why are we willing to cut corners and take shortcuts on God’s way of doing 
things? What leads us to think we can bypass conventional wisdom and get what 
we want faster than God wants us to have it? 

• What was the essence of the third temptation 
of Jesus? What was Satan offering Jesus to 
give up? What was Satan offering to give 
Him? Why was this tempting to Jesus? 

• Why did Jesus not fall for the temptation? 
Why did He quote these particular verses? 
Why was He not willing to worship Satan? 

• What are you currently pursuing that you are 
being tempted to take a short cut to achieve? 

 



Monday – Counterfeit Worship 
By Kel Cunard 

“You shall worship the Lord your God  
and him only shall you serve.” Matthew 4:10 

    No one likes to pay for car repairs, but there are times when they cannot be 
avoided. Following an accident, you would not only want the outside of your car 
repaired; you would also demand the safety features be fully restored. A recent 
study by Hyundai Motors revealed that many collision repair facilities were using 
recycled, salvaged, aftermarket or counterfeit parts. Along with their promise of 
the least expensive repair was also the life-threatening possibility of airbags that 
would never effectively deploy.  

    When your next breath is on the line, you don’t want to count on a counterfeit. 
They promise happiness and deliver only heartache. A shoddy repair job is not 
instantly apparent, and the sham temptations in our lives are rarely obvious. 
They don’t present themselves as overtly evil and ultimately destructive. They 
come as subtle shortcuts that promise peace, happiness and fulfillment.  

    Some of the most dangerous counterfeits in 
our lives are good things that slowly become 
idols. In an article for the Gospel Coalition, pastor 
and author Tim Keller offers this potent definition 
of sin: "Sin isn't only doing bad things, it is more 
fundamentally making good things into ultimate 
things. Sin is building your life and meaning on anything, even a very good 
thing, more than on God. Whatever we build our life on will drive us and enslave 
us. Sin is primarily idolatry."  

    This principle is at the core of the final temptation Jesus faced in Matthew 4:1-
11. The devil promised to give Jesus authority over all the nations of the world, 
an outcome that would ultimately come to fruition after He defeated sin at the 
cross and death at the grave. (Matthew 28:18) Jesus taking His rightful place 
over all creation was a good thing, but to put any good thing above God’s best is 
nothing short of idolatry. To take a shortcut and misplace your worship is 
ALWAYS sin.  

    We worship what we live for. It could be our careers, our spouse or our 
children. They are all good things, but if they have become an object of worship, 
it will damage everyone involved and grieve the heart of our God. However, 
when our hearts are fixed firmly on Christ, every other good thing becomes 
better than it has ever been before. Stop settling for counterfeit satisfactions. Set 
aside every idol, no matter how good it may seem, and reserve your worship for 
Christ alone.  

Stop settling 
for counterfeit 

satisfactions. 



Tuesday – Momentary Interest 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Oh come, let us worship and bow down;  
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!” Psalm 95:6 

    Our house has a large breakfast room attached to the kitchen. While we 
rarely eat breakfast together unless we eat at a restaurant, our “breakfast room” 
is well used. Our back door is the main entrance to our home so everyone 
coming in and out walks through that room. It collects a lot of clutter, piles of 
shoes, coats, books, tools or mail. It is also linked to the laundry area. We have 
an exercise machine there which is mostly used for drying wet clothes!  

    Over the years, I decorated the room according to my latest interest. When I 
was a gardener with a large rose garden, the curtains and rugs were flowered, 
flower pictures hung on the walls, and cabinets held vases. A few years later, 
Glen mowed up my flower beds because I gave up flowers for a horse. Then, 
the breakfast room was arrayed with horse memorabilia. Horse posters, sayings 
with horse quotes, horse statutes, even hooks shaped like horses. For a while, 
the room displayed quilts and fabric. Finally, the room was dedicated to all 
things Guatemala: pictures of Guatemalan children, fabric from Guatemala, and 
souvenirs from mission trips.  

    The first thing you see when you enter our house is whatever my interest is at 
that moment. Whatever I am most focused on, where I spend my time and 
money, what I love. Here’s the thing. There is nothing wrong with gardening, 
horseback riding, quilting or even mission trips. But, I tend to get obsessive 
about my interests. I don’t buy one rose bush, I buy fifty. I am not satisfied 
unless I spend all my time in the barn to the detriment of family time. I quilt and 
forget to cook dinner.  

    Anything, even kind or selfless things, can be worshipped if that is where our 
eyes remain focused. When we worship anything but God, we sin; when 
anything is more important than God, it is sinful. 

    Was I sinning when I decorated my kitchen in my latest craze? (and let’s 
make it clear, mission trips are not a fad but life-changing!) No, the process of 
decorating was not a sin unless those decorations took my focus off of God and 
being obedient to Him. Only God knows our hearts, but if I value that quilt 
hanging on the wall more than I value my relationship with God, then, yes, it is a 
sin.  

    Read Psalm 95. Why does the Psalmist call us to worship God? What does it 
mean to be a people of “God’s pasture”? Look at verse 8; do you remember 
what Pastor Phillip told us happened at Meribah and Massah? (If not go back to 
Exodus 17:1-7). Is there something that you are worshipping in place of God? 
Give it to Him.  



Wednesday – Selling Me  
What I Already Have 

By Amy Pilson 
“You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 

 to spend it on your passions.” James 4:3 

    We want so much to “have it all,” and we are looking to get it the fastest way 
we can. Just yesterday I was looking up turmeric supplement pills. Why? Well I 
had heard about all the wonderful anti-inflammatory and digestive benefits that 
turmeric has. Not to mention that it is supposed to delay Alzheimer’s, etc. So, I 
was on Amazon and ready to purchase some when I thought I’d go to the 
university of Google and see what other benefits it might offer. What do I find? 
Studies that have just come out indicated that there is no real scientific evidence 
of all of the touted benefits. (The reports did say that it wouldn’t necessarily 
harm you either.) So I saved my money and didn’t buy the turmeric – but it did 
make me stop and consider how easily we buy into rhetoric. 

    Satan wants us to do that with so many other aspects of life as well. He also 
promises a counterfeit version of the things we have or could have. The very 
power that Jesus has is ours.  In John 14:12 Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works 
than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.” And Romans 8:16-17 
says, “The Spirit Himself testifies together with our spirit that we are God’s 
children, and if children, also heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ — 
seeing that we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.” It just 
may not be the way we want it, or in the timing we want it, so we listen to the 
lies! 

    All over the news right now and on Facebook are warnings about fake emails 
from Gmail, Direct TV, and Netflix. These emails are scams. We are very quick 
to not only read them and take heed but to also pass them along to warn others. 
Seems to me that we should be doing the very same thing with the scams that 
the enemy tries to pull on us. 1 Peter 5:8-9 says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering 
are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.” We are not 
alone, we all are under attack.  

    Don’t buy the lies. Stay on the alert. Warn others. Take care with every 
thought that comes across your mind, weighing it against the truth of God’s 
word. Read 2 Corinthians 10:5 and practice it this week.   



Thursday – The Object of Our Faith 
By Nick Molick 

“In addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able 
 to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.” Ephesians 6:16 

 
    Throughout the temptation accounts, Satan twists the Word of God to be 
something other than what it was intended – life giving truth and hope. The devil 
is called many things but the father of lies (John 8:44) seems to be the most 
accurate, especially during the account of Christ’s temptations. The choices the 
devil gave Jesus seem stark and obvious to us, since we have the full counsel 
of the Bible with us. But also note, how Christ used that same biblical counsel to 
refute Satan’s tempting. The lesson for us is that without a firm grounding in 
God’s Word and who He is we will buy the false promises of the father of lies. 

    In the final temptation account in Matthew 4, Satan showed Jesus all the 
kingdoms of the world and all their splendor, and offered to give them to Christ if 
He would just do one thing.  That one thing was of course to bow down and 
worship Satan, in direct contrast to what God’s word commands. Note the 
promise that the devil gave. It was completely earth bound and based on the 
kingdoms and riches of the world that will all go away one day. On the other 
hand, the promises of God point to an eternal life and enjoying Him forever. We 
can see this clearly while reading scripture but it can be dangerously difficult to 
identify and resist when temptation comes into our lives. Satan continually gives 
false promises and hopes that are built on the shifting sands of people, power, 
and possessions, all of which pass away in time. 

    Satan asked for Christ’s worship and Jesus quoted scripture back to him in 
order to remind us we are to worship and serve the Lord our God only. Satan 
asks us to put our faith in things other than God to get us off track. Satan has 
continually twisted and questioned the Word of God and can press on our 
thoughts and emotions to do just the same thing to affect our faith. Are we 
putting faith in objects themselves or are we having faith in the one true God? 
The faith Paul refers to in the Ephesians 6:16 is faith in God, which is 
immeasurably more reliable than the practical, everyday faith we live by. And it 
is far from being a blind faith. Faith is only as reliable and helpful as the 
trustworthiness of its object. The Christian faith is infinitely powerful because the 
object of the faith is Jesus Christ, it is the infinite God. Our faith never fails 
because the One in whom our faith is placed never fails. 

    What are you putting your faith in daily? How can you guard against 
temptation leading you to question Gods word?  



Friday – Resistance 
By Keith Thomas 

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” James 4:7  

    What would it take for prisons to be empty and become obsolete? What 
would it take for the alcohol and tobacco industries to go out of business, for 
domestic abuse to no longer exist, and for cosmetic surgery, junk food and the 
infotainment businesses to go under?  

    The world offers many things that promise to satisfy our souls. Yet choosing 
the things of this world tends to redirect our attention from what matters most. 
When choices are presented to us, resistance is created. Resistance is a battle 
of sorts, a combative struggle that brings us to a point of choosing to either give 
into the resistance, or follow a better path that God has created for us. Whether 
it’s a diet or health regimen, launching an entrepreneurial venture or enterprise, 
furthering your education, or deepening your spiritual relationship with the Lord, 
we will all meet resistance head on in the pursuit of living life. In addition, we will 
all make a choice, one way or the other.  

    Jesus met resistance in the form of Satan’s third temptation in the desert 
(Matthew 4:8-11). From the top of a high mountain, Satan offered Jesus all the 
kingdoms of the world if He would just bow down to him. Satan was offering 
Jesus control and ownership of his domain in exchange for a simple act of 
worship. Jesus already owned it all, but the choice for Jesus was obvious, 
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve 
him only.’” Jesus was quoting Deuteronomy 6:13. The Israelites had just 
received the Ten Commandments from God via Moses in Deuteronomy chapter 
5. It’s in chapter 6:4-5 that Moses tells the people the greatest commandment: 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  

    Worshiping God is a top priority of Christian living. God commanded us to 
worship only Him as proclaimed through the Ten Commandments, Moses 
preached the importance of worshiping of God, David’s heart worshiped the 
Lord through hymns and psalms of praise, and Jesus knew the correct choice 
between worshiping Satan or worshiping God.  

    Worshiping God is a choice. That choice will meet resistance. Giving in to the 
resistance leads to heartache and pain. Resisting the world’s pleasures and 
choosing to worship God brings joy and peace.  

    Embrace each decision as a spiritual choice. Read Joshua 24:15. Who will 
you choose?   

 
  



Weekend – Be Ready 
By Kel Cunard 

“You also must be ready…” Luke 12:40 

    Our readiness is a reaction to a situation’s importance. We are more ready for 
our wedding day than we are for a lazy, rainy Saturday. We make more 
preparations for the birth of our first child than for the consumption of our first 
Hot Pocket. We can also see this principle when we interact with the children in 
our lives. We spend more time reminding them to be ready for the first day of 
school than we do for the first day of summer vacation. The level of importance 
dictates the frequency of the reminders to be ready. 
    The same is true in Scripture. We are reminded over and over in the Bible to 
be ready, so the situation to which we are called must be immensely important. 
If we are in Christ, we have been entrusted with the honor of knowing Jesus and 
the mission of making Him known. A lost and dying world should see the hope 
of Christ in us. Not only is our situation important; the deadline is imminent. One 
day Jesus will return, and there will be no more time to make sure we are ready.  
    Read Luke 12:35-48 and join us this Sunday as we explore how live in a 
constant state of readiness.   

  

 
  

Pray for the World: Jordan 
    Jordan lies on the eastern bank of the Jordan River, and most of the country is 
desert. Less than half of one percent of Jordan’s population is Evangelical Christian. 
Religious freedom could be a casualty amid rising religious tensions. This nation is 
a center for many Christian activities and ministries, and much Christian work in the 
Middle East would suffer were a setback to occur in Jordan. A number of converts 
find life difficult – pressure comes from family, work and society. Emigration is often 
seen as an obvious and safe option. Pray for the freedom to proclaim the Gospel 
and for followers of Jesus to be able to remain in Jordan. 
    Ministry opportunities for foreign Christians are under threat, but remain 
important. A crackdown on Islamist extremism resulted in some Christian ministries 
being shut down and visas denied. Several agencies are involved in a wide range of 
activities, usually supporting and enhancing the national Church and meeting 
humanitarian needs. Jordan also hosts a language school wherein many learn 
Arabic for their service in the Arab world. Pray that these expatriates’ lives may 
commend the Lord Jesus and gain witness opportunities. Pray that the well-placed 
Jordanian Church might experience growth in its mission vision. (Taken from 
operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 10 as you prepare for worship. Our God is king forever and ever, 
and He strengthens our hearts. Thank Him for His love and justice this morning.  



 
  



 


