
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 29, 2017 
Be Ready  

Matthew 25:1-13 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 57 

 Monday 
• 1 Chronicles 6:51-81 
• Romans 7 
• Psalm 20 

 Tuesday 
• 1 Chronicles 7 
• Romans 8:1-11 
• Psalm 21 

 Wednesday 
• 1 Chronicles 8 
• Romans 8:12-30 
• Psalm 22:1-13 

 Thursday 
• 1 Chronicles 9 
• Romans 8:31-39 
• Psalm 22:14-31 

 Friday 
• 1 Chronicles 10:1-11:9 
• Romans 9:1-12 
• Psalm 23 

 

Discussion Questions 
• Review the story found in Matthew 25:1-13. How did weddings occur in Jewish 

culture? 

• What were the bridesmaids waiting for? Why did they have lamps? What was 
their responsibility? 

• Look at Matthew 24:3. What question is Jesus answering with the parable of the 
bridesmaids? What is His main point in telling 
the story? 

• What is significant about some of the 
bridesmaids bringing oil and some not? How 
does Jesus want this part of the story to apply 
to our lives? 

• Review Jonathan Edwards’s statements 
about determining your salvation. Share your 
thoughts. 
 
1) Knowledge of God is not proof of salvation 
2) Religious experience is no proof of   
     salvation 
3) True spiritual experience transforms the  
     heart 
4) True spiritual experience transforms the life 



Monday – Be Ready 
By Kel Cunard 

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” Matthew 25:13 

    The Federal Emergency Management Agency's Ready.gov website has a 
section called "Today is the day before…" Each day they feature a different date 
in history that immediately preceded a natural disaster. August 23, 1992 was the 
day before Hurricane Andrew struck south Florida with 177 mph winds leaving 
250,000 people homeless. May 29, 1998 was the day before an EF4 tornado 
struck the small town of Spencer, South Dakota destroying all but six of its 190 
buildings. October 29, 2012 was the day before Superstorm Sandy struck the 
Northeast, killing 285 and causing $62 billion in damage. The day before is the 
day to prepare.  
    For many of these earth-shattering days, there was absolutely no warning. 
Out of nowhere, devastating forces wreaked havoc on countless lives. However, 
the same cannot be said for all of them. Hurricanes happen during a specific 
season and weathermen excitedly cover their projected progress days if not 
weeks ahead of time. When one strikes your area, you can’t claim you were not 
warned.  
    In the same way, we cannot pretend the Lord hasn’t warned us to be ready. 
The Bible is clear. There will come a day when Christ will return and a moment 
later will be too late.  
• Matthew 24:44 – Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect. 
• 1 Thess. 4:16-17 – For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a 

cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

• 2 Peter 3:10 – But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned 
up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed. 

• Revelation 22:12 – Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense 
with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 

    Even though none of us know the day or the hour (Mark 13:32), we know 
Jesus will certainly come, and our job is to be ready. This readiness should 
begin in our own hearts. Are you ready for Christ’s return? Biblical knowledge 
and religious experience are not enough. Unless your heart and life are 
transformed by a saving encounter with Jesus, you are not ready. Tomorrow 
might be the day He returns, and today is the day to prepare.  
    If you are prepared for Christ’s return, how about the people you know and 
love? Your neighbors and coworkers? Your childhood friends and distant 
relatives? There will come a day when Christ will return. Are the people God has 
placed in your life ready? What can you do today to impact their eternity?   
  



Tuesday – Procrastination Doesn’t Pay 
By Amy Pilson 

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.  
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.  

Enter into the joy of your master.’” Matthew 25:21 

    This past week I had a conversation with a co-worker of mine, whose mother-
in-law had passed away unexpectedly the day before. It was an even harder 
conversation because she had lost her mother and her father-in-law as well 
within the previous year. What stood out to me about the conversation was the 
fact that she shared how the Holy Spirit had been convicting her to read the 
Bible with her mother-in-law. However, she just hadn’t gotten to it, and now it 
was too late, and she lost out. (She was a believer.) 

    I remember a time when a pastor of mine (NOT Pastor Phillip) had preached 
a sermon on tithing and apologized to the congregation for having preached it. I 
felt the Holy Spirit convict me that I needed to talk with the pastor and convey 
that no one should ever apologize for preaching God’s Word. Of course, I told 
the Holy Spirit that it wasn’t my place to say such a thing – even in the most 
loving of ways – to a pastor. So I didn’t do it. About two weeks later the pastor 
apologized from the pulpit and shared that the Lord had “hit him over the head” 
for having apologized in the first place.  

    What’s the point? That if we don’t act on what God is giving us to do; if we 
don’t accept the assignments, we may miss out, someone else may miss out, or 
God may get someone else to do what we won’t.  We don’t know what tomorrow 
may bring or even if there will be a tomorrow. But God knows the timing of 
everything. His instructions come at the right time and are only good for so long.  

    Remember how the Israelites were upset about the report of the spies and 
refused to go into the Promised Land? God got angry and promised them that 
they would have to wander the desert for 40 years until that generation all died 
out. Well, they didn’t like that thought either, so they decided to go into the 
Promised Land like God had originally commanded. But it was too late, and they 
lost the battle.  (Read Numbers 14 carefully and see if we don’t have a tendency 
to act a little like the Israelites.) 

    Of course, there’s the story of Jonah too. Sometimes God will make us 
miserable until we do what we are supposed to do. Our ways are not His ways 
and our thoughts are not His thoughts. The best thing to do is to act when He 
says act, so we aren’t caught procrastinating or being disobedient. If you’re like 
me, a goal is to hear “Well done My good and faithful servant” when I stand 
before Jesus on Judgment Day. I can’t hear that if I am not ready, willing, and 
able to do what He asks, when He asks. 

 



Wednesday – Many Parts, One Body 
By Cathy Slusser 

“As it is, there are many parts, but one body.” 1 Corinthians 12:20 

    One morning, I woke with a swollen toe and extreme pain. It truly felt like the 
bones in my foot were broken. I could not put any weight on my foot and nothing 
alleviated the pain. The doctor determined that I had gout. I was embarrassed 
by that diagnosis because I always heard that gout came from overeating and 
drinking, but I dutifully followed her instructions to wait the disease out and it 
would go away. I barely tolerated the pain radiating from my big toe for a week, 
and then, saw a different doctor who prescribed a steroid treatment. Nothing 
changed as a result of the medicine so I went for x-rays which revealed nothing 
but arthritis.  

    By this time, I was getting desperate, so when my personal trainer explained 
that our toes can be linked to jaw pain, I began massaging my jaw and doing 
jaw exercises. Lo and behold, the toe pain went away and the swelling in my 
foot disappeared. When I went back to the doctor for a recheck, she just shook 
her head in disbelief. If it hadn’t been me, I would have shaken my head, too. 
What’s the morale of this story? The head bone is connected to the toe bone. 
And like Paul said, every part of the body is important to the whole. If our toe is 
in pain, we can’t stand and if our jaw is the culprit, it is not doing its job as well.  

    I wonder if sometimes, in the church body, you feel like the toe – 
unappreciated until the pain begins? Or are you the jaw, flapping away, but not 
realizing you are impacting the toe? You might think that others are in the 
limelight, serving on an “important” committee, preaching or teaching and 
getting recognized for their work, while you are “simply” rocking babies in the 
nursery or washing dishes after family night supper. Rocking babies and 
washing dishes are important to keeping our church family healthy and strong, 
so don’t discredit your work.  

    God gives us each gifts and talents to use for Him. Sometimes, we think the 
work is not really important, but it is. Operation Inasmuch is coming up. People 
are needed to pick up trash, paint houses, repair cars and write notes to 
missionaries. Can you do any of those? Yes, you can. Don’t be the jaw keeping 
the toe from its work.  

    Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31. Imagine you are part of a real body. What part 
would you be? Do you feel that part is significant or not? Why? Remember that 
every part of the body is needed. Are you neglecting a gift that could be used to 
God’s Glory?   

 



Thursday – Rediscovering the Greatest Treasure 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind.” Luke 10:27 

    As a Christian, we’ve discovered the most valuable treasure…God. It is good 
and pleasing to Him when we live by His principles, teach His Word to others 
frequently, and praise Him amongst our joys and sorrows. However, God has 
been revealing something to me this month. 

    None of those things I mentioned above truly matter, if I do not know Him. 
The word, know, meaning to have developed a relationship with someone, 
through meeting and spending time with them. Throughout the busyness of the 
holidays, and the motions of life and ministry, it was easy for me to shift my 
treasure of being with Him, to only living for Him. Instead of always seeking God 
in prayer over decisions small or big, I went with what I thought was best, even if 
they were wise decisions. Instead of studying His word, I’d operate off of 
sermons and other people’s revelations of Him, rather than my own. Instead of 
stopping, acknowledging, and spending time in His presence alone, I’d distract 
myself with some other task – even ones that legitimately needed to be done. I 
didn’t have a burning desire to love people, and ministry felt like a stressful 
burden, because I wasn’t taking the time to meet with God daily and treasure 
Him above everything else. 

    It is the passion of a Christian’s life for people to hear the Gospel. However, 
the things we do for the Lord cannot take priority over the time spent with Him. 
There is a reason that the Great Commission to “go and make disciples of all 
nations” (Matthew 28:19) is not the greatest commandment Jesus gave. The 
greatest commandment we’ve been given is to love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, soul, strength and mind (Luke 10:27). When we do these in reverse, 
or try to live out the great commission without cultivating communion with God, 
we fail. In fact, Jesus rebukes and turns from those who did things for Him but 
never knew Him, in Matthew seven verse 23. 

    God has been revealing to me how I’ve been doing things backwards, and 
placing my priorities (although good and Gospel-driven) in the wrong order. I’ve 
definitely been living for Him, but He’s been reminding me of the greater 
importance of living life with Him.  

    “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an 
evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks” Luke 6:45. I want to always have an 
open heart at God’s feet for Him to step into, because when I open my mouth to 
speak, my heart’s treasure walks out. If He isn’t what I treasure, then what am I 
speaking?  

    We’ve been entrusted with the Gospel, and entrusted to go and make 
disciples, yes. But, before we can be faithful in service, we must be faithful in 
communing with our Father; faithful in loving Him – heart, soul, strength and 
mind. 



Friday – The Ultimate Dowry 
By Keith Thomas 

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning.”  Luke 12:35 

  £30,000. This was the price of Georgiana Darcy’s dowry in Jane Austen’s 
Pride and Prejudice; a rightly good sum, in those days. The Darcy family was 
wealthy, to say the least, and a dowry of that size was a magnet for many 
suitors, especially unscrupulous, fortune hunters like Mr. Wickham. Fortunately, 
his plan was foiled by Georgiana’s older brother, Mr. Darcy, and all lived happily 
ever after.  

  Traditionally, the dowry was the customary gift of money, property, animals, or 
household items, given by the bride’s family to the groom. In cases where the 
bride’s family was poor, wealthy parishioners of churches considered it a form of 
charity to provide dowries for those unable to afford it. St. Nicholas was just 
such a person. In one legendary tale, St. Nicholas secretly provided dowries to 
three virgin sisters by throwing stockings filled with gold through their window. 
Some cultures practiced “bride price”. In this case, the roles were reversed, and 
the groom gave a financial gift to the bride’s family.  

  Historically, the dowry was an important part of the union of two families. The 
faithful planning, preparation, and saving through the years took great sacrifice; 
all with the hopes of gaining a secure future for the couple. In some cases, the 
dowry terms could be considered conditional. No dowry, no marriage proposal. 

  In Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus tells the parable of the Ten Virgins. All were looking, 
and waiting for the bridegroom, but only half of them were prepared to meet him. 
They were all available, and eager to meet the bridegroom, but only five had 
done the necessary planning and preparation to take action when the time 
came. The fate of the unprepared virgins resulted in the bridegroom turning 
them away and saying, “I do not know you.” (12)  

  I’m so glad Jesus practiced “bride price”. As the Bridegroom, Jesus paid the 
ultimate “dowry” for us with His own life, “once for all” (Hebrews 10:10). It’s 
guaranteed! We are now joint heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17), and His terms; 
total and complete, unconditional love for us. As the bride, we have been given 
such a wonderful gift and a great responsibility to make Him known as we “store 
up oil”, and keep our “lamps trimmed” (vs.5&7). When we meet God face to 
face, we’ll want Him to know us. Until that day, our preparation requires acting 
upon the things God has called us to do.  

  The “dowry” paid for you is priceless, how are you wisely applying it to make 
God known? 



Weekend – Clarity and Unity 
By Pastor Phillip and Pastor Kel 

  On January 5, 1892, twenty-two charter members organized Palmetto Baptist 
Church. Six months later, their first small wooden church building was 
completed just a few hundred feet south our present facility. Over the next 125 
years, the church has grown and that growth has presented challenges. In 
succeeding generations, those who came before us confronted growing pains 
with prayerful solutions, and now the torch has been passed to us.  
  In the fall of 2015, we embarked on a path to create additional and accessible 
classroom space by moving our offices upstairs and to outfit the gym to host the 
new Encounter service. We also highlighted five challenges facing our church: 
• Need a clear front door – The multiple entrances to our building are 

confusing to guests.  
• Need a gathering space – As our church grows, we need spaces where 

we can connect and cultivate community.  
• Secure children’s area – Our current children’s building is not secure 

from the rest of the building.  
• Provide elevator service to all 2nd floor spaces – Our areas of our 

facilities need to be accessible to everyone. 
• Create new office/flex space – Current and future needs require 

additional flexible space.  
  In response to these challenges, the church formed a Welcome Center 
committee, and over the past year, they have prayerfully considered how the 
Lord would have us resolve them. This Sunday, we will present the vision for the 
Welcome Center in all three services.  
  When the Holy Spirit is at work in a church, the congregation will be marked by 
clarity of vision and unity of purpose. As you prepare for worship this weekend, 
please be in prayer that the Holy Spirit will guide and direct all of us at this 
important juncture in the life of our church.  

  

 
  

Pray for the World: Kazakhstan 
     Kazakhstan is the world’s ninth-largest country. It dominates central Asia and 
trade routes between east and west. The country’s largest religion is Islam, while 
only 0.7 percent of people claim to be Evangelical Christian.  
    There are many needs – reaching the unreached, training, discipling, and tent-
making; as well as business-as-mission and work focused on material needs. The 
government can be suspicious of and hostile to the presence of missionaries – pray 
for the doors to remain open to minister. The threat of intimidation, expulsion and 
even violence exists, even if it is not common. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 14. God is with the generation of 
the righteous and He is their refuge. Give praise to God for who He is, and the 
promises He has given. 



 
 
  



 


