
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – March 5, 2017 
Legacy: 

The Roadmap to the Right Legacy 
1 Samuel 13-14 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 61 

 Monday 
• 2 Chronicles 5:2-6:42 
• 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
• Psalm 36 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Chronicles 7 
• 1 Corinthians 3 
• Psalm 37:1-11 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Chronicles 8:1-9:12 
• 1 Corinthians 4 
• Psalm 37:12-23 

 Thursday 
• 2 Chronicles 9:13-10:19 
• 1 Corinthians 5 
• Psalm 37:24-40 

 Friday 
• 2 Chronicles 11-12 
• 1 Corinthians 6 
• Psalm 38:1-8 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What types of things were passed down from previous generations to you? What 

do you wish had been passed down? What do you wish had not been passed 
down? 

• Review some of the unwise choices Saul made. What led to these decisions?  

• Why was David considered wise? What steps 
led to his wisdom?  

• What connection is there between the 
choices we make today and the legacy we 
leave for tomorrow?  

• If you were to die today, what legacy would 
you leave? What decisions can you make 
today that will impact the future for the better? 



Monday – The Legacy You Leave 
By Kel Cunard 

“Samuel said, ‘What have you done?’” 1 Samuel 13:11 

    Genetics is a funny thing. Our oldest son looks a lot like my wife but acts even 
more like me. Our youngest has my wife’s personality but looks exactly like I did 
at his age. The resemblance is startling. He is my mini-me.  

    Even though they fit quite nicely into these facial and behavioral categories, 
both of our boys have a smattering of “Kelisms.” It is always enlightening to see 
your traits in the lives of your children. No mirror has ever reflected or revealed 
as much truth as my image lived out in the attitudes and actions of my sons.  

    Our youngest has recently been on a scrambled eggs kick. If we would let 
him, he would eat them at every meal. It is not just that he likes how they taste; 
he’s excited because we now let him cook them all by himself (with a watchful 
eye, of course). When he finished his first solo scramble, he was quite proud of 
himself. He sat down beside me to share a running commentary on his culinary 
conquest as he ate the spoils of his efforts. However, when I glanced at his 
plate, I wasn’t quite sure what had gone wrong. The familiar pale yellow of 
scrambled eggs was replaced by copious amounts of bright red substance. My 
eleven-year-old had soaked his scrambled eggs in a spicy carnage of hot sauce 
that would have made most grown men sweat.  

    Why would Ethan do this? Well, I always put hot sauce on my eggs. I put hot 
sauce on my sandwiches. I even put hot sauce on my burrito bowls at Chipotle. I 
put hot sauce on just about everything because a bit more spice makes 
everything better.  

    Although I never intended to do it, I have passed on a fiery legacy. At every 
meal, a tiny set of eyes was watching my every move. Ethan and I never shared 
a life-shaping discussion about the virtues of various hot sauces, but that didn’t 
stop my mini-me from following in my footsteps. 

    If the baton is passed in an area as inconsequential as condiments, how 
much more is this true in matters of eternal significance. Each and every one of 
us is leaving a legacy. Just as matter occupies space, lives leave marks. If you 
exist, someone is different because you do. The question is not whether you will 
leave a legacy. The question is what kind of legacy you will leave.  

    Kings are in a prime position to make a mark on their people. They have 
every opportunity to leave their subjects better than when they found them. At 
the end of their reign, the question is never whether they left a legacy. The 
question is what kind of legacy they left.  

    Over the next five weeks, we are going to look at the lives of two kings: Saul 
and David. Both of them left a Legacy, but only one of them is remembered as a 
man after God’s own heart. Look at the unwise choices of King Saul in 1 Samuel 
13-14 and join us in this week’s devotionals as we see how wisdom guides the 
steps of an enduring and Godly legacy. 



Tuesday – What Will We Leave For Others? 
By Nick Molick 

“And Samuel said, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offering and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 

than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.” 1 Samuel 15:23 
 

    Most of us are very interested in what our legacy will be. What will others say 
about us when we are gone, and what impact will we make on the world around 
us? More often than not, however, we tend not to think through what makes that 
legacy, or what factors play into it. Like it or not, we are all building our legacy 
daily, especially in the lives of those closest to us. It is often said that more is 
“caught than taught” and any parent knows that this axiom is true. Knowing that 
each day is a legacy builder, we are blessed with new opportunities every day 
that God gives us. We need to be driven to make the most of the God-given 
time we have to make the greatest legacy we can.  

    What makes a legacy great? Is it wealth, power, fame or something else? If 
we base our legacy on what the world holds as important we might fall into the 
trap of latching onto these things and not what should truly drive us. What we 
should be tending to in our effort to build a great legacy is our soul that builds 
our character, which in turn influences our behavior, and thus builds our legacy. 

    If character is vital to this entire legacy building odyssey, then what drives 
making the best character in us? Do we seek knowledge somewhere? In part, 
we do, but knowledge on its own does not get us there. That would be like 
having a vast amount of knowledge about a certain subject but not really 
knowing how to apply it in real life. It would be like a doctor that knows of 
diseases and what the symptoms are but is somehow unable to diagnose 
anyone with the disease. This would be us if we only sought knowledge and not 
wisdom.  

    The difference between knowledge and wisdom is on full display throughout 
the drama that plays out between Saul and David. Saul was anointed by Samuel 
to be king over the people of Israel but his talents and knowledge outpaced his 
character. In God’s design, Saul was put into a position where he would 
ultimately fail because he did not obey God. In contrast, we see David as the 
man “after God’s own heart” who was, at this time in his life, constantly seeking 
God’s counsel and relying on God to guide and direct him. 

    Read 1 Samuel 13-15 and then 18 and list the ways David differed from Saul 
in his behavior. How does the legacy of each tie back to their character? Pray 
that your character drives you to leave a God-honoring legacy. 

           



Wednesday – Wisely Waiting 
By Amy Pilson 

“Be still and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 

    At times we may know what God’s plan is for us in that season. What we 

don’t know is how, or when, He will bring it about. Abraham and Sarah knew 

that they were to have a child but didn’t know how it would be possible. Sarah 

decided to take matters into her own hands and gave her maid to Abraham so 

they would have the child.  

    Sarah thought she’d figure out a way to make God’s promise happen. Why? 

She wasn’t willing to wait. We saw that Saul wasn’t willing to wait for Samuel to 

arrive before he went ahead and offered the sacrifice before going to battle. (1 

Sam. 13:8-11) Saul didn’t want to wait. In both examples, God had promised 

blessings that were worth waiting for. Both thought that they knew what the Lord 

wanted or how He would work things out – and both were wrong.  

    Isn’t it rather arrogant that we could think we can determine the plans of God? 

I sometimes see a path leading to a certain location and think that maybe if I 

found a different route I might get there faster – and possibly with fewer road 

bumps along the way. God must then perform His GPS (God’s Positioning 

System) “recalculating” function and wind me back onto the path He originally 

had mapped out for me. Or if I have detoured too far, to use a different route 

that will lead to the same place but that might be a little rougher, with more 

traffic and bumpier roads.   

    Sometimes being wise means learning to wait.  Christ knew His plan for being 

on Earth and He waited until He was about 30 years old before He began His 

ministry. David had an opportunity to kill Saul and he would have become king 

sooner, yet he waited. It isn’t always easy to be still and trust that He is God and 

that His timing is perfect. It can be hard whether we know what the ultimate plan 

is or not. In either case, we are human and trying to figure out logically what 

God might intend. We can usually justify whatever we come up with! But is it the 

wise choice to act on our own guess? Most likely not. I for one am going to be 

still and wait, trusting that He will complete what He has put into place in my life. 

Anyone care to pull up a chair and join me?  



Thursday – The Wisdom of God 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:24 

    In Proverbs 3, we are instructed not to be wise in our own eyes, but to fear 
the Lord and shun evil. This brings health to the body and nourishment to the 
bones (NIV). Knowledge can be acquired from anywhere or anything, and it 
exists in the mind. Wisdom, on the other hand, is how that head knowledge is 
taken from the mind and applied in the heart. The writer in Proverbs is issuing a 
warning in the verse above. He is saying that we should not let our hearts be 
influenced by wisdom of our own, but we must let the wisdom of the Lord be 
what connects our head knowledge to our heart. As we know, it is what is in the 
heart that comes out in our actions. (Luke 6:45) 

    The way we live our lives is what builds our legacy. The choices we make, 
and the actions we produce contribute to the testimony (story) of our lives. It is 
only with Heavenly wisdom that we are able to apply what we know and 
cultivate the discipline to live it out every day, leaving a legacy that points to 
God. Only the Lord can give the type of wisdom we need to leave a legacy like 
King David, a man after God’s own heart.  

    But, how does one inherit this wisdom today?  Simply put: in knowing Jesus. 
1 Corinthians 1:24 says, that “Christ [is] the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God.” Then a couple of sentences down, in verse 30, it is said that Christ Jesus 
has “become for us wisdom from God” through “our righteousness, holiness, 
and redemption.”  

    If we want wisdom from God, we need look to Jesus. We should study His life 
in the Bible and learn how he spent time with His Father. We should study how 
He loved people, and ministered to them. But wisdom isn’t just head knowledge, 
it is applied knowledge that comes from the heart. That is why it is equally 
important to commune with Him in prayer, asking for the discipline to take what 
we have seen and experienced of Him, and let it be the model for the way we 
live our own lives.  

    Our legacy should point to the glory of God. He is the One who changes 
hearts and calls the lost sheep to their Shepherd. May we not live unwisely 
serving as a veil that hides who He is to those seeking hope. But rather, may we 
consistently cultivate our relationship with Jesus, for He is the wisdom and 
example God has given to put in our hearts so our actions and legacy reveal 
Him.  



Friday – Everyone Can Be Wise –  
Just Not Everyone Is 

By Amy Pilson 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice 
 it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!” Psalm 110:11 

    How does one get wisdom? Does it simply come with age as is alluded to in 
Job 12:12? Is it something that can be taught? Scripture tells us that wisdom is 
the fear of the Lord. (Job, 28:28; Psalm 111:10; Prov. 1:7, 9:10, 15:33; Micah 
6:9) For some, this raises concerns because it instills a sense that we need to 
be afraid of God and His wrath if we don’t get things right. But that’s not the God 
we know. We know the God of love, forgiveness, mercy and grace. The difficulty 
is how to balance the two.  

    Once, I was driving a car that was being towed. I had never done it before, 
and my dad had given me instructions to keep my foot firmly on the brake – and 
I did! I kept both feet on that brake pedal with it pushed all the way down for the 
entire distance I was towed. When we arrived at the house the brakes were 
glowing red – hub caps had been blown off and the rotors were melted. I was 
afraid – I feared how my dad would react. Fortunately, my dad was 
understanding and told me he had done worse things. He realized that I didn’t 
know what I was doing and that I didn’t have enough experience to know what 
would happen by doing what I did.   

    Earlier in the week we looked at Saul and at Sarah (refer to Wednesday’s 
devotional) who were a bit anxious to get things done so they took matters into 
their own hands. If we look at those same examples through the lens of the 
scripture today, we see that they possibly showed a lack of fear of God. Not so 
much that they feared His wrath by taking the actions that they did, but that they 
didn’t revere/respect Him enough to wait. To revere is defined by dictionary.com 
as “to regard with respect tinged with awe.” Merriam-webster.com defines 
revere as “feel deep respect or admiration for (something).” If we have a 
reverence for God, we are going to defer to His instruction and guidance. We 
are going to listen rather than react. We are going to have patience rather than 
panic.  

    I guess we can say then that wisdom is possible for all of us. If we have a fear 
of the Lord then we are well on our way to being wise. We just have to keep it 
foremost in our lives and not let it get pushed aside.  If you read Proverbs 1-2 
you can find other traits of wisdom and what it looks like in our lives.   



Weekend – Almost Obedient 
By Kel Cunard  

“I regret that I have made Saul king.” 1 Samuel 15:11 

    There’s nothing wrong with a few chores. It’s not like household tasks violate 
any child labor laws. Our kitchens, bathrooms and bedrooms aren’t anything like 
the sweatshops of Southeast Asia. We just have a few jobs we want our 
children to complete in a timely manner. Is that so wrong? 

    How many times have you come behind your child or grandchild after they 
have checked a chore off their list only to find it halfway done at best? Or how 
many times has their obedience been delayed? The task was completed but on 
their timetable rather than yours.  

    As adults we know incomplete or delayed obedience is still disobedience. 
Halfway and halting compliance is frustrating. We just wish they knew how much 
their rebellion communicates to us about their love.  

    In moments when I feel these frustrations as a father, sometimes my 
Heavenly Father whispers a sobering question in my ear: How many times are 
you almost obedient?  

    Read 1 Samuel 15 and join us this weekend as we continue our Legacy 
sermon series by seeing if our lives are anything like King Saul’s, a master of 
incomplete obedience.  

  

 
  

Pray for the World: Kyrgyzstan 
    Kyrgyzstan is a Central Asian state in the Tien Shan mountain range bordering 
on China, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Less than one percent of the 
population are Evangelicals.  
    The Church grew impressively in the first years after the nation’s rebirth. It has 
since slowed in numbers but is maturing. Despite the laws, Kyrgyzstan still has 
more religious freedom than many neighboring countries. Bible translation and 
resources (literature, electronic, radio and TV) have all been developed, though 
there is room for further growth. 
    The people of Kyrgyzstan continue to have the chance to hear of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Pray that the harvest may continue and increase, and pray down the barriers 
to a movement of God. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 20 as you prepare your heart for worship today. The Lord hears our 
petitions when we present them in prayer to Him. Give thanks to Him for hearing 
and answering your cries.  



 
  



 


