
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – March 12, 2017 
Legacy: 

We Think We Know Better 
1 Samuel 15 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 62 

 Monday 
• 2 Chronicles 13-14 
• 1 Corinthians 7:1-16 
• Psalm 38:9-22 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Chronicles 15-16 
• 1 Corinthians 7:17-24 
• Psalm 39 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Chronicles 17:1-18:27 
• 1 Corinthians 7:25-40 
• Psalm 40 

 Thursday 
• 2 Chronicles 18:28-20:23 
• 1 Corinthians 8 
• Psalm 41 

 Friday 
• 2 Chronicles 20:24-21:20 
• 1 Corinthians 9 
• Psalm 42-43 

 

Discussion Questions 
•  Share a time when you thought you knew better. How did it turn out? What went 

wrong? Why? 

• What makes us think we know better than someone else? Why do we get upset 
when someone acts like they know better than us? 

• What was Saul commanded to do? Why? 
How would you explain God’s command to 
someone who doesn’t know the Bible? 

• How did Saul change the definition of 
obedience? What areas do we tend to alter 
God’s definition of obedience? Why do we do 
that? 

• What does God really want from us (v. 22-
23)? What are the consequences of thinking 
we know better than God? 



Monday – The Lines 
By Kel Cunard 

“And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king.” 1 Samuel 15:35 

    Lead footers love Highway 130. The 41-mile stretch of the Texas Highway 
System runs from Austin to San Antonio and holds the title of America’s Fastest 
Road. SH 130 is the only road in the nation where the posted speed limit is 
85-mph. (I wonder if they still have people going 55 in the left lane.) 

    Texas may boast the only road where you can legally drive 85 mph, but that 
fact doesn’t seemed to stop some drivers from making 85 mph look like the slow 
lane. When traveling at Florida’s posted limits, it is not unusual to be passed like 
you’re standing still. And heaven help you if you are driving the speed limit on 
the two-lane roads that crisscross the state. The reactions of the impatient 
drivers behind you will range from tailgating to angry sign language. 

    Whether on a superhighway or a scenic byway, our transportation system 
only works because of lines. As we hurtle toward or weave past one another, 
the only thing separating us from certain death is a four-inch stripe of paint. We 
have agreed upon a boundary, and that thin line keeps us safe. That is, until 
someone decides to ignore the lines.  

    In 2014, 3,179 people were killed, and 431,000 were injured in motor vehicle 
crashes involving distracted drivers. People took their eyes off the lines and 
lives were lost or forever changed. But as devastating as these crashes are, 
their damage is nothing compared to the pain caused by taking our eyes off the 
lines God has drawn. The lines of God’s law are there to keep us safe. As we 
interact with each other and our Creator, they protect us from sin and its 
consequences. When we treat the stark demarcations of God’s perfect law as 
mere guidelines, lives are changed forever and souls are lost for eternity.  

    Often in the Church we don’t completely ignore God’s will and His ways, but 
we are good with living a life that’s just good enough. After we come to Christ, 
we tend to settle into a life of almost obedience. We don’t thumb our nose at 
God and drive on the wrong side of the road, but we also don’t lose too much 
sleep if a tire drifts across the line every now and then. Incomplete or delayed 
obedience is so abundant it’s acceptable.  

    Sadly, it often takes a wreck to wake us up. This certainly was true in the life 
of King Saul. He decided to treat God’s commands as mere guidelines, and he 
was heartbroken by God’s response.  

    Read 1 Samuel 15. Saul took it upon himself to edit God's commands, but 
only unreserved obedience will honor God and leave the proper legacy. Are you 
living within the lines?  



Tuesday – Amen 
By Cathy Slusser 

“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness 
of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  Psalms 16:11 

    As a parlor trick to impress our friends and family, we decided to teach our 
dogs to “say” the blessing before they eat. This involves the dogs sitting quietly 
in front of their bowls while one of us recites the children’s blessing, “God is 
great, God is good, let us thank Him for our food.” It took a few weeks, but now, 
all but our old dog, Lucy, sit patiently until they hear the word, “Amen,” – the 
signal to dive in and eat.  

    We taught them in steps, beginning with the end of the trick, by saying 
“Amen” every time we set their food down.  Once they associated “Amen” with 
eating, we gradually increased the time between setting their bowls down and 
saying “Amen”. Finally, we added the sit stay while the prayer was recited. 
Technically, they only wait until they hear the word “Amen,” but it looks like they 
are sitting through the whole prayer. Our next goal is to teach them to bow their 
heads. Yes, we have too much time on our hands.  

    The hardest part is getting all three to do it at once. Sai the Corgi often thinks 
we are not looking at him and tries sneaking a nibble before the Amen. We 
know he has a few pieces of food in his mouth, but on the surface he looks 
innocent sitting quietly during the recitation of the prayer. If we didn’t know 
better, we would think he was being obedient. After all, he got part of the trick 
right, but we don’t want partial obedience.  

    God doesn’t either. He asks us to surrender totally to His will for us. We 
cannot pick and choose which of His commands to follow. He sets rules and 
paths for us, not because He is a dictator but, because He knows what is best 
for us. While it might not make sense to those of us who only see part of the 
problem and solution, He sees and knows all. The next time God asks you to do 
something, don’t just go part way. Obey all the way and see what reward He has 
for you. I might ask my dogs to do tricks to entertain me, but God has our 
wellbeing and His glory in mind. His reward is much better than kibble! 

    Read Psalm 16. What does the Psalmist mean in verse 5, that God is his 
chosen portion? Compare the results of running after other gods (verse 4) and 
the results of following God listed in the rest of the chapter. What does it mean 
to you to know that God sets before you the path of life?   



Wednesday – Qualified Obedience 
By Nick Molick 

“Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the 
Lords’ command and your instructions. I was afraid of 

the people and so I gave into them.”  
1 Samuel 24 

 
    We like to do things our way; we like to think that we are the masters of our 
own destiny. Those thoughts give some of us comfort in the rugged American 
individualism, some of us pride and comfort, and in and of themselves these 
thoughts are not inherently evil. It is when these thoughts replace God on the 
altar of our lives that we run into eternal trouble. God doesn’t give us a list of ten 
subtle suggestions; he gives us a list of Ten Commandments that should be a 
clue to us that God isn’t alright with equivocating our obedience or rationalizing 
our disobedience. God being just, righteous and holy is about His own Glory and 
honor and we do not glorify Him when we are busy satisfying ourselves.  

    King Saul was put in an enviable position; he rose from a virtual unknown 
among his people to be their king after they repeatedly called for one. He was 
anointed by God’s prophet Samuel. Saul looked and sounded the part of the 
King, but his character did not keep pace with his ascension to power. Saul was 
not appreciative of Who put him in power and he was not at all about giving God 
the glory for any of his own supposed success. Saul was after all about Saul; he 
was going to do things the way he wanted to, when he wanted to because it 
seemed alright to him at the time. Does that sound like anyone you know? 
Saul’s service to self led to his removal as the anointed King of Israel. God will 
not tolerate those who do not bring Him glory, thanks and praise. God wanted 
unqualified obedience from the king he anointed over His chosen people but 
instead he got Saul who wanted to believe, obey and praise in his own way. Just 
as we all know people today who worship, pray and obey God in “their own 
way”. If the Bible tells us anything it is that their own way leads most likely to 
destruction. 

    Saul was given a tough task to carry out, but one that a king with the power of 
God behind him could easily have seen through to completion. But Saul heard 
the people and decided to qualify his obedience, to amend the thoughts of God 
or to capitulate to the wants and desires of something other than God. The 
choice that Saul makes in 1 Samuel 15 seems all too familiar to us if we are 
honest. We qualify, we amend we rationalize God’s precepts and commands as 
we listen to the world. When what God is asking for is whole hearted obedience 
that leads to our flourishing and gives our Father the glory and the honor that He 
so richly deserves.  



Thursday – His Way or My Way 
By Keith Thomas 

 “I find my happiness in obeying your commands.” 
Psalm 119:56 

 
The popular song “My Way” was made famous by Frank Sinatra in 1969, but it 
originated as a pop song in France.  Singer/songwriter Paul Anka acquired 
permission to use the tune called “Comme d’habitude” (translated: “As Usual”), 
and then created a whole new set of lyrics.  Many performers have recorded 
versions of “My Way”, but Sinatra’s version still holds the record by spending 75 
weeks in the United Kingdom’s Top 40.  You know the tune, sing it with me: 

 
[Verse 2] 
Regrets, I've had a few 
But then again, too few to mention 
I did what I had to do and saw it through without exemption 
I planned each charted course, each careful step along the byway 
And more, much more than this, I did it my way 

 
“My Way” became Sinatra’s signature song.  A song that defined him, and yet, 
according to his daughter Nancy, “He didn’t like it.  He always thought of the 
song as self-serving and self-indulgent.” It's interesting that such a popular song 
had a message that the singer was uncomfortable presenting.  
 
King Saul was chosen by God to serve the nation of Israel, but served himself 
more.  God gave specific instructions about the spoils of war (I Samuel 15:3), 
but King Saul chose to do something different.  King Saul’s plan sounded good 
– to himself, but it wasn’t God’s plan.  Partial, delayed, and altered obedience, 
no matter how good the intentions, is still disobedience.  King Saul thought his 
way was a bigger and better offering to God, but God didn’t want bigger and 
better – He wanted best; God wanted obedience (translated: His Way).       
 
Obeying God’s wisdom and doing things His Way is our way of worshiping, 
honoring and loving God.  Obedience should flow out of our love for God; 
however, our self-centered and self-indulgent ways tend to derail our attempts at 
pleasing God. We justify, rationalize and sometimes blame others for the poor 
choices we make, when all that was needed was to simply obey.     
 
God put a song in man’s heart that originated from the very beginning of time. 
The lyrics have been published in the Bible for all to read.  Through the years, 
fools have twisted the lyrics for their own benefit, and others completely ignore 
the words, but the original Song goes on and on, and it gives wisdom to those 
who choose to follow it.   
 
What’s your “signature song”?  Does it match God’s lyrics?  As the curtain 
closes at the end of each day, I pray that your encore song is “I Did It His Way”?    

 



Friday – Obedience Requires Discipline 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” John 15:14 
 

    Jesus often taught in parables, setting the example for us to do the same. He 
used parables to teach because they took valuable lessons and made them 
personally relatable to the audience. Everyone loves a good story that is 
captivating and applicable, so He would show them hard truths in this way. 
Obedience is not an easy lesson to learn. It requires discipline, and our 
discipline must be higher than our desire for it to happen.  
    Since it can be one of those valuable hard truths, let’s talk about it in a 
parable… I have always strongly desired to be a neat and organized person. 
However, in no way, shape, or form does that come natural to me! My parents 
would always ask me to be obedient to them in cleaning my room, by keeping it 
tidy. I even desired the same thing they did! However, my discipline was lacking. 
Clothes would always be everywhere, and I would throw things down in random 
places. My room looked like a disaster! Then, when I would be obedient and 
“clean” my room, really all I would do is shove things away into hidden spaces – 
avoiding the work it took to take care of the mess. Before long, my room would 
be back to its messy state, even more disastrous than before!  
    I did have a genuine desire to be obedient, and I wanted the same thing my 
parent’s wanted, but my obedience was done half-way. I didn’t discipline myself 
to create habits that would assist me in being organized, and therefore I always 
fell short of my desire and my obedience in this area as their child.  
    This example can easily be related to our spiritual life. God calls us to 
obedience in His commands and callings (and we may strongly want to live 
them out) but what habits do we cultivate to set us up for success? For instance, 
you may long to be intimate with God, but if you never discipline yourself to 
consistently read His word and spend time in prayer, then your longing never 
becomes reality. It is discipline, fueled by desire that creates habit; especially in 
obedience.   
    As a personal example, I know God has commanded me not to gossip and 
speak negatively about others. This is extremely hard for me to do because the 
opposite comes naturally to me. When an opportunity comes along where I have 
the choice to be obedient or disobedient in this way, I have to consciously keep 
my mouth closed and pray in that moment for the person, instead of opening my 
mouth to slander. As silly as it sounds, this is not easy for me, because 
gossiping temporarily feels good (duh, most sin does for a short time). God’s 
desire for my obedience in this area, and my desire for it too, requires conscious 
discipline.   
    God is sovereign and in control of the universe, but He left us in control of our 
own choices; choices to be obedient and faithful to Him. The more I get to know 
God, the more I naturally desire to be obedient, but my obedience still requires 
me to be disciplined.   
    Ask God to search your heart and reveal areas of disobedience. A bold 
prayer to pray is for Him to remove things within you that don’t look like Him – 
He’ll point them out, I promise! Next, ask Him for help when it comes to the 
discipline it takes to live in obedience in those areas He has shown you. He knit 
you together, He loves you, and He desires your worship and intimacy with Him. 
It’s up to you to walk out your desire to worship and honor Him with great 
discipline.   



Weekend – Predicting Greatness 
By Kel Cunard  

“Are all your sons here?” 1 Samuel 16:11 

    This last weekend, more than 300 football players participated in the NFL 
Scouting Combine. With an eye toward the April 27 NFL Draft, all 32 teams sent 
coaches, scouts and front office personnel to observe these elite athletes. With 
millions of dollars on the line, their height, weight, speed, strength and skills 
were put to the test. The Combine exists because NFL teams believe potential 
greatness can be measured. If a young man can jump high enough and run fast 
enough, scouts and general managers can snatch up a legend before he hits 
the limelight.  
    We tend to put ourselves through a grueling combine. We assess our talents 
and training and place a ceiling on our potential. We view ourselves through the 
lens of the worst things we have ever heard or believed about ourselves. All too 
often, we settle into an average life because we decide there’s nothing great 
about us. However, greatness in God’s economy has nothing to do with our 
measurements. Our abilities, or lack thereof, put no limitations on our Heavenly 
Father. When we give our lives to Him, there is no end to the great things He 
can do in and through us.  
    Even his family failed to predict future greatness for King David, but his lowly 
status and family consensus didn’t stop the Lord from seeing more. Read 
1 Samuel 16 and join us this weekend as we discover that you don’t have to be 
great to leave a great legacy.   

 
  

Pray for the World: Laos 
    Laos is a narrow landlocked country mainly between Thailand and Vietnam. Most 
of the population is Buddhist, with only two and a half percent being Evangelical 
Christian.  
    The suffering Church has recognized that persecution is one factor in its growth – 
persecution keeps them praying and relying on God. The situation has improved 
very slightly; but at the local and village levels, Christians still find themselves to be 
targets. Persistent social pressure and the prevention of building new church 
buildings are two primary opposition strategies. Persecution takes personal forms 
as well, with strong spiritual opposition compounding family and social pressures to 
continue practicing traditions. Pray for:  

• Perseverance and grace in ministry 
• Increased openness to evangelism  
• Discipleship, teaching and biblical literacy 
• A cross-cultural missions vision to reach many ethnicities 

    (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
Read Psalm 21 as you prepare for worship. The Lord is to be exalted in strength, 
sing and praise His power today. 



 
  



 


