
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – March 19, 2017 
Legacy: 

You Don’t Have to Be Great 

1 Samuel 16 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 

 What were you known for when you were younger (i.e. high school, college, 
military)? What drives us to stand out from other people?  

 Why was Samuel looking for a new king? What had Saul done or not done to 
necessitate Samuel’s search?  

 What do you think Samuel was looking for in 
a king? What did it mean when God said He 
looks at the heart and not at appearances? 
How have you misjudged someone based on 
outward appearances? 

 Why do you think David was left in the field 
and not called in to join the other brothers? 
What are some ways we might assume a 
certain person won’t be used by God? 

 How did David act after he was chosen to be 
the next king? What lessons can we learn 
from this story? How do they apply to our life? 

Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 63 

 Monday
 2 Chronicles 22-23 

 1 Chronicles 10:1-9 

 Psalm 44:1-10 

 Tuesday 
 2 Chronicles 24:1-25:13 

 1 Corinthians 10:10-22 

 Psalm 44:11-26 

 Wednesday 
 2 Chronicles 25:14-26:23 

 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 

 Psalm 45 

 Thursday 
 2 Chronicles 27-28 

 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 

 Psalm 46 

 Friday 
 2 Chronicles 29 

 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

 Psalm 47 
 



Monday – Unlikely Beginnings 
By Kel Cunard 

“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,  
because I have rejected him.” 1 Samuel 16:7 

    Teedie, as his family called him, was a sickly child. He was the second of four 

children, but the only one who seemed to lag behind. He was nearsighted and his 

doctors diagnosed him with asthma, a condition that often proved fatal in the 19th 

century. His asthma kept him indoors and away from children his own age. 

Although he loved him, Teedie’s father was disappointed in his less than rugged 

son. Nevertheless, when severe attacks would come, he would whisk Teedie 

away for rides in the countryside hoping the clear and clean air outside his native 

New York City would do him some good. However, his humble beginning did not 

define his ultimate legacy, and Teedie wouldn’t always be known by that name.  

    He dedicated himself to physical exercise and “the vigorous life” and was able 

to minimize his asthmatic symptoms. His enthusiasm for learning led him to 

Harvard where he took on a more familiar moniker. “Teddy” Roosevelt led the 

Rough Riders at the Battle of San Juan Hill, became our 

youngest president and the first American to win a 

Noble Peace Prize. He busted trusts, built the Panama 

Canal, and inspired a nation to conserve the beauty of 

its natural resources. There was nothing about little 

Teedie that hinted at the man whose legacy is literally 

carved in stone.  

    If we were writing a story of unusual greatness, we wouldn’t start with such 

unlikely beginnings. In fact, when we look in the mirror, we assume we know how 

our story ends. Since we don’t see greatness starting back at us, we decide our 

life and legacy will have a quiet conclusion.  

    What we sadly fail to grasp is that we don’t have to be great to leave a great 

legacy. In God’s economy, the impact of our lives is not determined by the size of 

our skillset or the power of our personality. Great legacies are left by people who 

trust in a great God.  

    King David wasn’t always a king. There was nothing in his early days to 

indicate ultimate greatness. When the prophet Samuel came looking for God’s 

man, David’s father forgot he even existed. But David didn’t have to be great to 

leave a great legacy. Read 1 Samuel 16 and notice what the Lord saw when He 

looked on His young servant, David. What does He see when He looks on your 

heart? What could He do through you if He had complete surrender from you?  

We assume 
we know 
how our 

story ends. 



Tuesday – How Do We Look? 
By Nick Molick 

“But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on  
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord  
sees not as man sees man: man looks on the outward appearance, 

 but the Lord looks on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 

    Legacy is one of the few things we have to leave for others after we are no 

longer earthbound. A person’s legacy is something that is built by their smallest 

decisions as well as their largest decisions; by their good decisions and by their 

less than optimal ones. Like it or not, all of what we do is baked into the ultimate 

recipe of our legacy. That does not mean we all have to be award winning chefs 

to bake a legacy that is great. Quite the opposite is, in fact, true. If we are honest 

with ourselves, we know we are all in need of a Savior who can take what is less 

than good, less than holy, and make us something altogether different; a legacy 

that belies our upbringing, blood lines or environment.  

    There are numerous stories of people growing up in less than advantageous 

circumstances and ending up making much of God during their lives. But this is 

where we need to examine how we look at things. We tend to look at the outer 

not the inner, because that is our bloodline and that is our environment despite 

what the word of God continually says. The propensity to look at the outside and 

make judgments tends to lead to all kinds of issues. We become superficial when 

we do this, and we reinforce behaviors that are not what God calls us to.  

    In 1 Samuel 16, we see the blindness we can fall into if we fail to view others 

as God does. When I was in grade school I saw a little boy in first or second grade 

that had an eye patch on. It was of a medical nature (before pirates were in 

vogue.) This sweet little soul was left alone and shunned by his classmates 

because he appeared different. He was a sweet boy who had been injured by 

someone mindlessly throwing an empty can out of car. When I became friends 

with him I found a boy who had dreams, was smart, and knew he was more than 

his injury. He was more than what his “friends” and classmates were allowing him 

to be.  

    How many times do we limit others with our judgements, before reaching out 

to them and really knowing their hearts?  

  



Wednesday – I’m Only… 
By George Volpe 

“For you see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called.” 1 Corinthians 1:26 

    We often underestimate our usefulness to God. We say, “I’m only a housewife”, 

“I’m only a janitor”, “I’m only an average person”. We tend to think that only the 

“gifted”, “intelligent”, “handsome” or “well-spoken” people are the ones God will 

use. 

    From the human standpoint, that seems reasonable. But God has shown us 

repeatedly that He uses ordinary people, those who are yielded to Him, to leave 

a legacy that honors Him. 

    Dwight Lyman Moody was born in Northfield, Massachusetts in 1837. His father 

died when he was four. He dropped out of school in the fifth grade, making his 

education, by most standards, inadequate. He never went to college or seminary, 

nor was he ever ordained as a clergyman. His letters and sermon outlines 

abounded in spelling and grammatical errors, and he skipped over the many 

words he could not read. 

    At 17, he struck out to seek his fortune selling shoes at his uncle’s Boston shoe 

shop. Moody became part of the Sunday school class taught by Edward Kimball 

who led him to Christ. The following year Moody left for Chicago with dreams of 

making his fortune in the shoe business. Though he was successful, his love for 

seeing souls come to Christ surpassed his love for earthly things.  

    He encouraged children to come to church, but it always seemed that the poor 

and unkempt children were never welcomed. In 1858, he started a mission 

Sunday School at North Market Hall, which later became Moody Memorial 

Church. He went to the worst part of the city looking for children to come to the 

Sunday School.  

    He was rough and rugged, but energetic and in love with the souls of people. 

He started Northfield seminary for girls, Mount Hermon school for Boys, Moody 

Bible Institute, Moody Publishers and Camp Northfield in his hometown. Along 

the way he met a man who told him, “The world has yet to see what God can do 

through a man who is totally yielded to him.” Those words deeply affected Moody. 

He knew he was just an ordinary man. He simply wanted to be a man God could 

use. Moody eventually toured all over Britain and America, preaching the 

message of salvation to millions who stood for hours to hear him declare the plain 

truths of the gospel.  

    D. L. Moody left an enduring legacy of love and service because he was willing 

to be available, and to be used by God. His son remembered his dad as “the 

greatest man and the best man I have ever known.”  

    Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. How will you be remembered? We don’t have to 

be great to leave a great legacy. Our legacy is dependent upon the greatness of 

our God. If you are His child, you can never say “I’m only…” 



Thursday – Unqualified or Just Afraid? 
By Amy Pilson 

“He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.” 1 Thessalonians 5:24 

    Everyone leaves a legacy. Some are more famous than others but everyone 

has one. There were many unlikely heroes during the Holocaust. Many of us may 

know the name Oskar Schindler. He is well known for saving the lives of over 

1,200 Jews by employing them in his factories in Poland and the Czech Republic.  

But did you know that he was also a womanizer, heavy drinker and profiteer? Not 

qualities you would normally consider to be qualities of a hero.   

    Schindler is one example, but have you heard of Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus? 

They were a couple who lived in Philadelphia in 1939. They were determined to 

do something about the mounting atrocities against Jews in Nazi Germany. In 

April they sailed on separate ships to rescue 50 Jewish children from Vienna and 

bring them to the United States. They found a way to get around America’s harsh 

immigration quotas and ultimately brought back the single largest group of 

children who would enter America during the Holocaust. Afterward, they resumed 

their lives. The Kraus’s were ordinary people that faced their fears and opposition 

to accomplish something extraordinary.  

    We may say we are unqualified when asked by God to do something. And we 

wouldn’t be alone. We know Moses felt he wasn’t a good speaker. (Exodus 4:10) 

Then there was Gideon who was called to save Israel from the hand of Midian. 

Gideon’s response was, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is 

the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” (Judges 6:14-

15) They were coming up with excuses as to why it wouldn’t work or be 

successful, because they were afraid of failing at the task or afraid to take on its 

responsibility.   

    I believe we fall into that same category. We are afraid of what God is asking 

us to do, so we come up with excuses as to why we aren’t the best person to do 

the job. There is always someone else who is better for the job than we are! But 

if that is our answer, then we are short changing God. We are negating that His 

ways and thoughts are higher than ours. (Isa. 55:9) We also negate that all things 

are possible with Him. (Matt. 19:26) We also negate that if He has called us to it, 

He will be faithful to bring it to completion through us. (1 Thess. 5:24) 

    God uses everyone for something. He uses ordinary people – especially those 

unexpected – to accomplish extraordinary things, because they are willing to be 

obedient. Our part is to be obedient and act as He directs and leave the results to 

Him! He accomplishes all things for His glory. Shouldn’t we put aside our fears 

and embrace what might possibly be our legacy. 



Friday – Why Am I Here? 
By Kel Cunard 

“For we are his workmanship…” Ephesians 2:10  

    "You are such a loser!" All the painful jabs from middle school sometimes echo 

in our heads for years to come. There is a part of us that believes we are too short, 

too ugly, too stupid or too unlovable to ever amount to anything. All too often we 

lower the bar to match the worst words we ever heard about ourselves. The 

questions just won't fade away. 

    Why am I here? What is my purpose? Is this the best that life will ever be? 

    We don't see any rhyme or reason to the way we were made and our lives often 

feel random and accidental. But please hear this very clearly: You are not an 

accident! You are utterly unique. The statistical probability that you would receive 

the exact twenty-three chromosomes you received from your mother is 1 in 10 

million. The same is true for the chromosomes you received from your father. If 

you multiply those together, the probability that you would be you is 1 in 100 

TRILLION. That is a one with 14 zeroes after it! There has never been and there 

never will be anyone exactly like you. But that is not a celebration of you. It is a 

celebration of the One who created you. 

    The purpose of creation is the glory of the Creator, and you are no exception. 

God crafted you before you were even born and made you utterly unique and 

special, and that uniqueness is now your responsibility. In Psalm 139 David 

testifies, "For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's 

womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made…" You owe it to the 

One who designed you to seek and live out His dream for your life, and your 

uniqueness is the road map to finding your God-given dream.  

    The Lord would never give an assignment without first giving the skills to 

complete it. So study your skills and you will find your assignment. Since before 

you were born, God has been orchestrating strengths and passions within you so 

that you can fulfill His specific purpose. Max Lucado describes the sweet spot of 

life as the intersection of your strengths, your everyday and God's glory.  

    No matter how accidental life feels today, understanding who God made you 

to be will help you understand what you are supposed to do. There is nothing 

accidental about you. You have been equipped by design to serve God and to 

bring Him glory. 

    Read Ephesians 2:10. You are His workmanship, and He doesn’t make 

mistakes. The seeds of Kingdom greatness and a lasting legacy are already in 

you. You don’t have to be great to leave a great legacy because you serve a great 

and mighty God. Your quest is live for the glory of the One who gave you life. 



Weekend – More Than You Can Handle 
By Kel Cunard 

“The Lord… will deliver me…” 1 Samuel 17:37  

    The armies of Israel were assembled on the battlefield, but no one had drawn 

their weapons. With little more than a war of words, the Philistines had King Saul’s 

army shaking in their sandals. Even though their God had parted the seas to save 

them, all the Israelites could see was a giant. 

    Goliath was the champion of the Philistine army. Just the sight of him struck 

fear in the hearts of their opponents. Wearing armor that weighed 125 pounds 

and holding a spear the size of a small tree, the nine and a half foot tall warrior 

seemed invincible. Instead of risking all their forces in open battle, the Philistines 

just sent out their gargantuan hero to challenge one poor, unfortunate soul from 

their opponents. But on this day, none of Saul’s men were willing. While no men 

would step up, one boy was willing to take a stand.  

    Godly legacies are left by those who believe in a BIG God. But all too often, we 

shrink back from the giants in our lives because we short-sell our Heavenly 

Father. Our Lord is bigger than anything we could ever face, and He often gives 

us more than we can handle so we can learn to hand everything over to Him.  

    A young David learned that lesson on a battlefield long before he ever became 

king. Read 1 Samuel 17 and join us this weekend as we continue our Legacy 

series and learn how to keep our eyes on God when all we can see are giants.  

  

Pray for the World: Lebanon 
    Lebanon is a fertile, mountainous state in the East Mediterranean. It rests between 

Israel and Syria. Less than one percent of the population is evangelical Christian. 

Lebanon’s tragic history over the last 70 years had included communal wars, foreign 

interventions and hostage-taking. With adequate political stability, Lebanon has 

demonstrated great resilience and the potential to rebuild. Pray specifically for: 

 The government and its leaders – May they lead for the common good. 

 Full political freedom – to be gained and religious freedom to be protected. 

 The healing of deep hurts – in communities, families, and individuals. Over 

80% of the population was displaced at one time or another during the wars. 

 A spirit of forgiveness – all have suffered and been given the opportunity to 

be bitter and hateful. Pray the Holy Spirit might do His work of reconciliation 

 The rebuilding of the South – many unexploded military weapons make 

rebuilding war torn areas very dangerous. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship, mediate on Psalm 23. The Lord is your 

Shepherd; He will protect and guide you through the path of righteousness He has 

called you to walk. Praise Him Who is with you, for He is good and merciful.  



 

  



 


