
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – March 26, 2017 
Legacy: 

A Giant Legacy 
1 Samuel 17 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 64 

 Monday 
• 2 Chronicles 30-31 
• 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
• Psalm 48 

 Tuesday 
• 2 Chronicles 32 
• 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
• Psalm 49:1-7 

 Wednesday 
• 2 Chronicles 33:1-34:7 
• 1 Corinthians 13 
• Psalm 49:8-20 

 Thursday 
• 2 Chronicles 34:8-35:19 
• 1 Corinthians 14:1-10 
• Psalm 50:1-9 

 Friday 
• 2 Chronicles 35:20-36:23 
• 1 Corinthians 14:11-25 
• Psalm 50:10-23 

 

Discussion Questions 
• In what areas of our lives do we have expectations? What happens when these 

expectations go unmet? 

• What is the significance of Goliath being from Gath? How does this information 
play into the history of Israel and the situation in this passage? 

• What are the differences between the way 
Saul and the soldiers respond to Goliath 
versus how David responds to Goliath? What 
was David’s response based on? (Reference 
Joshua 1:5) 

• What are things we say we believe about 
God but we don’t necessarily live out? Why 
do we do that? 

• After reading 1 John 2:3, what importance 
does God put on us living out what we 
believe? What changes need to be addressed 
in your life in order for your beliefs to match 
your lifestyle? 



Monday – Courage 
By Kel Cunard 

“The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of 
the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 1 Samuel 17:37 

    What one word would you want your children to embody? Out of infinite 
options, you could make a case for courage. Courage takes action in spite of 
fear. It runs away from comfort and sprints toward danger. Courage rejects the 
status quo and strives for a higher standard. Courage says there is a better way, 
the weak are worth fighting for, and the truth matters. Courage makes a 
difference and leaves a lasting legacy.  

    The milestones of our history are marked by countless acts of courage. We 
continue to reap the benefits of a generation of colonists who cried “Give me 
liberty or give me death.” Without the courage of Lincoln, our Union would have 
dissolved. We are still inspired by the men who walked on the moon and took a 
giant leap for mankind. And our nation is better today because Dr. King was 
bold enough to dream. We would love for the children in our lives to be known 
for such courage.  

    The Bible also overflows with stories of courage. The journey Abraham took 
to an unknown land was not for the faint of heart. Without courage, Moses would 
never have told Pharaoh to let God’s people go. Joshua could not have 
conquered the Promised Land with a ragtag group of wilderness wanderers 
unless he was strong and courageous. And a boy would never run toward a 
giant unless his heart was filled with courage.  

    From heaven’s perspective, great legacies are left by people who have 
enough courage to take God-ordained risks, but this courage is not conjured up 
by any twelve-step program or self-help book. The courage we need to be the 
people God wants can’t come from us. Christ-like courage is given by the One 
who made us, who loves us and who died to save us. An oft repeated Biblical 
phrase is “be strong and courageous,” but this compelling command is always 
followed by a reference to the Lord’s faithfulness. We can be strong and 
courageous because we serve a God who is faithful. 

    Great legacies aren’t reserved for the strong and the mighty. They are left by 
those who have the courage to share the love of Christ no matter what. Great 
legacies are passed on by people who look beyond giant obstacles and see the 
greatness of our God. 

    Do the people who see you find a model of Christ-like courage? If they follow 
in your footsteps, will they know what to do when a giant blocks their path? 
Read 1 Samuel 17. Put yourself in David’s sandals. What could the future king 
see in the shadow of a giant that we fail to recognize on the brightest of days? 
What seemingly impossible situations are you facing? How would your 
perspective change if you believed your God was bigger than your giants? Make 
sure your actions match your beliefs. Be strong and courageous because you 
are loved by a great God.   



Tuesday – David’s Among Us 
By Nick Molick 

“And David Said ‘the Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion 
and from the paw of the bear will deliver me form the hand of this Philistine.’  

And Saul said to David, ‘Go and the Lord be with you.’” 1 Samuel 17:37 

    The story of David and Goliath is one of the most famous and familiar in the 

entire Bible, if not all of literature and history. The story sees the shepherd boy 

David volunteer to take on and defeat the gigantic and mighty Philistine, Goliath. 

David has been begrudgingly allowed into the circles of influence and power in 

early Hebrew history by his own family, and Saul has been in power by the 

sovereignty and grace of God. God himself seems to get lost in portions in this 

story as both Saul and Jesse (David’s father) seem bent on their own power and 

prestige, rather than honoring God and making much of his glory.  

    Then we see how David, the one who seems to be fighting uphill during the 

entire run up to, and through, this story stays true to what He should be doing. If 

you look at 1 Samuel 16, you see that David is put into the service of Saul. 

David brought peace to him by playing the lyre, thus making a harmful spirit 

depart Saul. We also see how David is described to Saul when he is simply 

asking for someone “who can play well” to thwart this tormenting spirit. The 

description seems to make David a bit overqualified for the simple job of lord of 

the lyre. David is described as “skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of war, 

prudent in speech, and a man of good presence.” (1 Samuel 16:18). Any one of 

these descriptions most of us men would readily take. Yet, when it came time for 

Saul to look for assistance in taking down a literal giant of a Philistine who was 

leading a warring people against him, Saul did not know where to turn. 

    God had his man in the right place at the right time. I always implore my sons 

to be “where you are supposed to be, doing what you are supposed to be doing” 

and that is exactly what David was doing. He was not shamed by his family into 

sulking back to the sheep. He didn’t focus on something so small minded. He 

focused on how he could glorify God, no matter how unexpectedly. One of the 

many lessons for us in this story, is that we tend to judge on the outside and not 

the heart or intention of others. We miss the blessing that God, at times, puts 

right in front of us. Pray that God softens our judgmental hearts so we do not 

miss the Davids in our own lives. 



Wednesday – Your Giant Is Calling 
By George Volpe 

“But the people that do know their God shall 
be strong, and take action.” Daniel 11:32b 

    We all face “giants” in our lives. Giants to us are what seem to be 
insurmountable problems and issues. We find ourselves wondering how we will 
ever overcome them. What can the account of David and Goliath teach us about 
facing our own giants? 

    We must recognize that we all have giants. We all face severe hardships, 
obstacles, and temptations. We read in 1 Corinthians 10:13, "The temptations in 
your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He 
will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are 
tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure." (NLT) While it is 
true we all have giants, it is also true that every giant can be defeated.  

    Giants rarely start out huge. Goliath was not always a giant. He was once a 
baby, and with the passing of time and the nurture of others, the baby grew into 
a giant. In the same way, giants often begin quite small. When we have a “big” 
sin in our lives, it started as a “little” sin that was allowed, nurtured, and fed, and 
soon became a giant that taunts us. In time, little things can become big things. 

    Remember the victories, and acknowledge that the battle belongs to the Lord. 
The entire Israelite army was fearful of Goliath. They looked at the giant’s size in 
relation to theirs, while David looked at the giant’s size in relation to God. David 
had seen God’s faithfulness in the past. He knew the battle was the Lord’s, and 
he believed God would win before he saw it happen. David chose to act on his 
convictions about God’s faithfulness and the Lord gave him the victory. Don't 
look at how far you have to go; look at how far you've come. God is not moved 
by the size of your giants, but by the size of your faith.  

    Attack your giant. Goliath had come into the territory of the Israelites, he had 
crossed their line. If you tolerate a Goliath, he will take over as much as you 
surrender. That is why you don't run from giants, and definitely don't negotiate 
with them. You attack them. The Bible tells us, "As Goliath moved closer to 
attack, David quickly ran out to meet him." (1 Samuel 17:48).  

    Whatever your giant may be, force it into the light. Stop rationalizing it. Stop 
excusing it. Realize you can't defeat it in your own strength. God is more than 
able to defeat your giants. Read Hebrews 11:32-40. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=1co+10:13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=1sa+17:48


Thursday – What Is Fear Costing You?  
By Amy Pilson 

“Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for 
you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 

The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”  Exodus 14:13 

    As we read through 1 Samuel 17 on Sunday, one thing stood out to me. The 
Israelites and the Philistines were at war. They were battling every day. And for 
40 days, Goliath would come out and repeat the same challenge – that if 
someone would fight him and win, the Philistines would become their prisoners 
and vice versa. The fighting could have been stopped had someone fought 
Goliath, but instead it went on with people dying daily. It cost the Israelites their 
reputation, but more importantly it cost some of them their lives.  

    It reminds me of another story in scripture where the people lost out because 
of fear. Remember the story of the 12 that went into Canaan to spy out the 
land? They came back and 10 of them gave a false report saying that they were 
as grasshoppers compared to the inhabitants and that they would not be able to 
prevail in battle against them. Caleb and Joshua repeatedly told the people that 
God would prevail and that they just need not fear the people. (Num. 14:9)  

    The Israelites had left Egypt and had seen all the miracles God had 
performed but doubted His power to give them victory in battle. Repeatedly they 
had rebelled against God in fear or doubt– in the trip from Egypt to Canaan they 
had done it 10 times! (Num. 14:22) God wanted to destroy the people but 
declared instead that any who had rebelled out of fear would not be allowed to 
enter the Promised Land. Instead they would wander in the wilderness for 40 
years. Their fear cost them the blessing God had planned for them. Their fear 
cost others, such as their children and Joshua and Caleb, time that could have 
been spent in a much better place! 

    Many times, we listen to discouraging voices. They point out all the potential 
negatives that could happen. Satan uses those voices to convince us we can’t 
win. When we focus on the giant he paints in front of our eyes, we lose sight of 
God and all the power we know He has. We forget all the things we have seen 
Him do for us and what He has done in and through others. We don’t think 
about what we could be losing if we listen to the fears. We know the fear is not 
from God “for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.” (2 Tim. 1:7) 

    The Bible has numerous scriptures of God telling His children to not fear; not 
to be afraid. When we are afraid, we need to remember as David did, that “…the 
battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hand.” (1 Sam. 17:47)  



Friday – Growing Faith 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;  
but the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13  

    David is remembered as a man after God’s own heart. He was constantly in 
communion with God and was often praising Him in good times and bad. His 
faith was great, no matter what circumstance he was in.  
    Even though Goliath was a giant, I’d like to argue he was not the greatest 
giant David faced. I believe his greatest giant was the same one we all face: the 
natural human tendency of disbelief.  
    Having faith doesn’t come naturally. Faith is grown by trust, and trust comes 
from the constant reliability witnessed or experienced through relationship with a 
person or thing. I trust that my pillow will be comfy every night because it 
consistently cushions my head as I sleep. It has been a reliable source of 
comfort for a while, and therefore, I have faith it will help me achieve good rest 
each night.  
    The same goes for having faith in people. I trust my husband and confide in 
him because he has proven to be someone who loves me well, listens intently, 
has my best in mind, and protects my secrets. I have witnessed this about him 
through our relationship and my faith in his character grows more every day.   
    Is this not the same with God? Our level of faith in Him is directly related to 
how much we trust Him; and if trust grows faith, and relationship grows trust, 
then our faith in God grows as our intimacy with Him deepens.  
    David had great faith in God, but I believe his faith in the Lord was a giant he 
had to conquer way before Goliath. After all, it’s not easy to believe God for big 
things when we don’t know Him. However, David had great intimacy with the 
Lord, which grew his trust, which grew his confidence in God’s character. Faith 
and hope are needed when trusting God to help us conquer our own giants, but 
love is the greatest need. Without our love for God growing through the intimacy 
of relationship, our faith and hope stay stagnant and might even diminish. 
    George Mueller, a missionary in the 1800s, created an institution, gave away 
thousands of Bibles, and ran several orphanages. God always abundantly 
provided for his needs even though George never once directly asked anyone 
for money. How did this happen? Mr. Mueller prayed earnestly in faith every day 
that God would provide the needs of the ministry. He was consistently on his 
knees pleading with God, and he was a man who was daily in God’s Word. 
Mueller saw many miraculous wonders because he had great faith in God. He 
developed this faith because he trusted the Lord to meet every need he had, 
and his trust in God was strong because he knew the Lord intimately.  
    What giants are you facing in your life right now? Do you truly believe God 
can meet you at the feet of that giant and bring you out of the battle victorious? 
If not already in the habit, I encourage you to spend time every day in God’s 
Word, growing your faith in His character. Spend time in prayer bringing bold 
requests and affirming and thanking Him for how you’ve witnessed His 
character. It’s in your intimacy with the Father that your faith will naturally grow – 
the faith needed to confidently approach your giants for the glory of God.   



Weekend – It’s Not Too Late 
By Kel Cunard  

“Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful 
spirit from the Lord tormented him.” 1 Samuel 16:14 

    Idioms are built on assumptions. We’ve collectively decided that people can’t 
change so we know exactly what phrases like “you can’t teach an old dog new 
tricks” and “a leopard can’t change his spots” mean.  

    The Bible provides examples of unchanging people and yet declares no hard 
heart is beyond God’s reach. Will we cling to our idioms or allow a glimmer of 
hope. 

    Over the last few weeks, we have seen how Saul forfeited his royal legacy 
with a series of bad decisions. However, there was no reason that his past had 
to dictate his future. The throne would not pass to his son, but that didn’t mean 
Saul couldn’t honor His Heavenly Father in the next chapter of life. And Saul 
was not in this struggle alone. The Lord went to extreme measures to help this 
royal leopard change his spots. Read 1 Samuel 16:14; 18:10-11; 19:9-10. 

    The end of your story isn’t written. More specifically, as long as there is breath 
in your lungs, your Heavenly Father is not done telling His story through you. It’s 
not too late to turn around and make things right. Join us this Sunday as we 
conclude our Legacy series and discover it’s not too late to finish well.   

 
  

Pray for the World: Lesotho 
    Lesotho is a mountainous country completely surrounded by South Africa. 
Twelve percent of the country’s population is Evangelical Christian.  

    The mountain population of 600,000 are among the poorest and most vulnerable 
people in the country. Christian by name, they have little contact with the life-giving 
Gospel. Lesotho’s churches are beginning to wake up to this challenge. Operation 
UP, an indigenous agency, is committed to reaching every family in the mountains 
and planting 50 evangelical churches in the next five years. Other agencies include 
AIM, Joy to the World, YWAM, Fill the Gap Ministries, the Full Gospel Church and 
Global Evangelism Ministries. Many villages are accessible only on horseback, 
others by Missionary Aviation Fellowship plane. Pray for fruitful and sustainable 
ministry that yields thriving churches. (Takenfromoperationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 24 as you prepare for worship this morning. The Lord is the King of 
glory, and has established the earth and the fullness thereof. Give praise to Him this 
morning through prayer and thanksgiving. 



 
  



 


