
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 2, 2017 
Legacy: 

Finishing Well 
1 Samuel 16, 18, 19 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 65 

 Monday 
• Ezra 1:1-2:23 
• 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
• Psalm 51 

 Tuesday 
• Ezra 2:24-70 
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
• Psalm 52 

 Wednesday 
• Ezra 3-4 
• 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 
• Psalm 53-54 

 Thursday 
• Ezra 5-6 
• 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 
• Psalm 55:1-9 

 Friday 
• Ezra 7 
• 1 Corinthians 15:50-16:4 
• Psalm 55:10-23 

 

Discussion Questions 
• Do you believe that how you finish is more important than how you start? Why or 

why not? 

• From the passages we studied this week, what are some indications that David 
was living under the umbrella of God’s protection? What are some signs that 
Saul was not? 

• Describe a time in your life when you were 
living outside of God’s will. What did the Lord 
allow into your life to drive you back? 

• Have you ever felt like it was too late for you 
to finish well? What truths can you use to 
confront this lie? 

• What needs to change in your life to ensure 
that you will finish well?  

If you are on the right track, what can you do to 
stay on course?



Monday – Finish Well 
By Kel Cunard 

“Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul...” 1 Samuel 16:14 

    Our Heavenly Father is in the ‘finishing well’ business. Time and time again, 
He has worked a miracle in the life of someone the world had written off.  

    Moses grew up as Egyptian royalty, but by the time he was 80, it didn’t look 
like he would finish well. He was a murderer on the run, languishing on the 
backside of nowhere, when God met him in a burning bush. (Exodus 1-3) If he 
had not been ripped from Pharaoh’s palace, he never would have been ready to 
hear God’s call. Without a wilderness period in his life, he never would have 
been able to lead the Israelites through the wilderness to the Promised Land.  

    When the Apostle Paul was still called Saul, he was a henchman for the 
religious leaders traveling from town to town throwing Christians in jail, or worse. 
If not for a blinding encounter with the risen Christ that left him lying in the ditch 
on the road to Damascus, Paul would never have finished well. (Acts 7, 9) 

    If the end of anyone’s story was certain, it was the thief on the cross next to 
Christ. His life had been anything but exemplary, and his legacy was certain to 
be anything but positive. Nevertheless, a moment of repentance echoed through 
our history and his eternity. Even though he was moments from his last breath, 
he finished well when he turned to Christ. (Luke 23:39-43) 

    In lives like Moses, Paul and the thief on the cross, we see an unexpected 
way the Lord deals with His children. In each case, we can see He used pain to 
point the way back. For all three men, the Lord left them exposed so He could 
push them toward the exit ramp off the highway to destruction.  

    This is what God did for King Saul. (Read 1 Samuel 16:13-14; 18:10-11; 19:9-
10) After his disobedience and pride forfeited his royal legacy, the Lord removed 
His Spirit from the king. He withdrew the umbrella of His protection from Saul’s 
life, and chaos ensued. This season of life was a consequence for his sin, but it 
was also a call to repentance. It was a period of pain to help Saul turn back and 
finish well.  

    Our Heavenly Father does the same thing with us. Many of the painful 
seasons of our lives are there to drive us back under the umbrella of God’s 
protection. Once we are exposed to the storms, hopefully we will come running 
back to Him. Sadly, we often conclude that it is too late to turn around. We 
decide we have gone too far for too long for God to ever embrace us again, but 
nothing could be further from the truth. You can never go so far away from Him 
that His grace doesn’t go further still. Just as the thief on the cross was a few 
breaths away from being in Paradise with Jesus, it is never too late to let Christ 
enable you to finish well. In what ways do you need to turn back to Him?  
  



Tuesday – Head To the Heart 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding.” Proverbs 2:6 

    Lately, I’ve come to examine the truths I know of God, to test if they are fully 
connected to my heart. It can be quite difficult to grow head knowledge into 
heart confidence. For example, I can believe in my mind that God will meet 
every need that I have (Philippians 4:19), but then what does my heart say 
through my actions? If God asked me personally to quit my job, sell everything 
and minister to the lost, trusting in Him as sole provider, would I actually do it? 
Would the head knowledge that God meets every need according to the riches 
of His glory become heart confidence, producing faithfulness in response to His 
calling? 

    I’ve been pondering the thought of people tasting and seeing that the Lord is 
good, yet later walking away and rejecting Him. Why is it that we can experience 
the supernatural God, yet amongst trials we lose our faith? This could possibly 
be that the knowledge of Him never grew into wisdom and hope – what was in 
the head never reached and transformed the heart.  

    Saul witnessed miracles of God, and followed Him for a time. Yet, instead of 
constantly humbling himself and fully submitting to the Lord, he took what he 
knew of God and applied it when it was convenient. This complacency of faith 
caused him to dwell in the temporary comfort of sin, which eventually allowed 
him to be removed from kingship and tormented by an evil spirit. Saul messed 
up, as we all do from time to time. However, there is a difference between 
remorsefully turning back to the Lord, over just deciding to dwell in 
disobedience. Saul chose the latter, and therefore reaped a lifetime of 
repercussions.  

    I think it’s safe to say that we all, in some way, desire to leave an excellent 
legacy. As Christians, we should hope to leave a legacy that points others to the 
glory of God. Saul started out on the right path, but because he lacked the 
discipline to instill his head knowledge of God into his heart, his path ended in 
turmoil and decay. Therefore, what does it look like for us to take the truths of 
God and plant them into our hearts? How does knowledge of Him take root and 
blossom into wisdom and faithful action in our lives? 

    I believe this process occurs through the spiritual discipline of intimacy with 
God.  Proverbs 2:6 says that, “the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” We must spend time meditating on God’s Word 
often. He speaks through His Word and grants wisdom through our faithful study 
and meditation. I also believe prayer is equally required. We should petition His 
Spirit to supernaturally connect the dots from what we’ve read and seen of Him, 
into what our hearts truly trust in Him for. Pray that God would take your head 
knowledge of Him and mature it into heart confidence. It is through rooted 
assurance and belief in the Lord in our hearts that produces faithful obedience in 
our lives. If we want to leave a legacy that glorifies God and points others to 
Jesus Christ, then we must know Him ourselves and continue to grow in our 
knowing through prayer and meditation on His Holy Scripture.  



Wednesday – Will You Choose To Finish? 
By Amy Pilson 

“But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if 
only  I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” Acts 20:24 

    I will never forget the story of my sister running track in high school. I was 
away at college when she was in a track meet, and while running along she fell 
behind.  When she realized she wouldn’t have a chance of winning, she just left 
the track – she quit.  It makes me think about when Paul says that “all the 
runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.” (1 
Cor. 9:24) The New American Standard version says, “Run in such a way that 
you may win.” 

    Most of the time, I quit when there is a failure. This may be true in some 
areas, but not necessarily all of them. If it’s something others expect of me, I 
usually finish out of fear of being judged; like working full-time and going to 
school to get my college degree. My parents expected me to do it even if I was a 
single mother. And of course, sometimes, I fail before I even start! Or, I believe I 
will fail so, I don’t even start. Let’s not dare discuss the diets and exercise 
programs I’ve failed at!  

    Why do we do this? Why do we let our hiccups or mistakes along the way, 
keep us from finishing? There are so many examples of people in the Bible who 
messed up and yet went on to be used by God. There is of course Moses There 
is Jonah. There is David. And don’t forget about Peter.  I don’t know for sure, but 
I feel pretty strongly that it was probably hard for them. I think that ultimately it 
boiled down to a decision. They simply decided that they were going to move 
forward.  

    A passage in scripture came to mind as we were looking at finishing strong.    
In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he seems to be talking to people who 
have started to lose the interest that they once had, and were thus beginning to 
stop contributing. Whatever the reason for the decline, Paul encouraged them to 
finish. 2 Corinthians 8:10-11 says: “And in this matter I give my judgment: this 
benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire 
to do it. So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may 
be matched by your completing it out of what you have.”  

    We have to decide to finish. Sometimes our legacy is hinged on the very 
decision to finish. 

 



Thursday – It’s Not How You Start 
By George Volpe  

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,  
I have kept the faith:” 2 Timothy 4:7 

    For thousands of years people have enjoyed competition. There’s something 
exciting about watching all the contestants begin on equal ground at the starting 
line, and at the end of the event only one takes the prize, finishing ahead of all 
others.  

    It seems obvious that those who enter a contest intend to win. However, there 
are plenty of instances when those who intended to complete the contest started 
out well, but either did not finish, or finished poorly. Saul was such a man. 

    God allowed Samuel to anoint Saul king of Israel when the people wanted a 
human figurehead instead of trusting God. Saul started well, leading the people 
in victory over their enemies. But Saul did not consider God’s word seriously. 
Thinking that his reasoning was good enough, he adjusted God’s commands to 
suit the situation. God considered his actions disobedient. Samuel did not mince 
words to Saul: “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry.” (1 Samuel 15:23)   

    Let’s review that statement. Rebellion (against God and His word) is just as if 
you are engaged in witchcraft. Devil and demon worship. That’s seriously 
dangerous.  

    This was the beginning of Saul’s downfall as king of Israel. During the 
remainder of Saul’s reign, he continued his pattern of not trusting the guidance 
of God but trusting his own selfish thinking. He fell into despair and vengeful 
anger against David, whom God appointed the next king.  

    Saul started out well. When he was first anointed by Samuel, he was filled 
with the spirit of God and prophesied. This same Saul departed from the Lord, 
turned selfishly inward, grew angry and protective, and in one instance ordered 
the murder of his own innocent people. (1 Sam. 22:18) In his final battle with the 
Philistines, he committed suicide on the battlefield, and his three sons were 
slain.  Here is a man who finished his course poorly. 

    It would have been better if Saul had not accepted the responsibility of 
leading the people of Israel. God’s blessings do not guarantee our faithfulness, 
nor can the course of the Christian life be won in our own strength and wisdom. 
Finishing well requires reaching the finish line and being willing to abide by the 
rules of the contest. In the race of life, it means knowing where we’re going, 
facing every challenge with an eternal view, and being willing to live sacrificially 
in the light of God’s direction. Read 2 Peter 2:9-22. 

 

 



Friday – Saul and David, Billy and Charles 
By Nick Molick 

“Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord  
was with David but had left Saul.” 1 Samuel 18:12 

    King Saul was an answer to the Hebrews’ cry to God for a king. He was 
blessed and anointed to be the leader of God’s chosen people. This would seem 
to set Saul up for great success, in power, anointed by God’s prophet. We are 
even told he looked as if he was out of central casting for the role of King. 
However, all of that did not matter when it came to how Saul went about God’s 
business. Saul, as we know, was really all about Saul and not about glorifying 
God. Even though Saul had right in front of him a great example of what being 
about God’s business looks like in the person of David. Saul once had God 
intimately involved in his life and received God’s blessing, but Saul knew that he 
had strayed from what God had called him to be and that the blessing had left 
him. Instead of a great example to follow, Saul was now afraid of David. David 
had what Saul once had, and that was the peace and the blessing of God in his 
life. This didn’t lead Saul to remorse, it lead to him wanting to kill David. Saul 
was bent on making his own legacy even more damaged. 

    In 1936, Charles Templeton came to faith in Christ and became an evangelist 
the same year. In 1945, he met Billy Graham and the two became friends and 
they roomed and ministered together during the 1946 Youth for Christ European 
Tour. By 1948, Templeton’s life and worldview were beginning to change from 
those of Graham’s. In 1957, he would publicly declare that he had become an 
agnostic, meaning he did not know if there was a God or what his nature was 
like. This is far from the Bible-based belief that Graham still held onto; and led to 
a frank and honest discussion between the two, in which Billy Graham saw the 
power of the Word of God when he took it seriously and didn’t question it’s 
validity. On the other hand, Charles Templeton continued to press for 
satisfactory answers to questions that led to his doubt. Much like Saul, Charles 
Templeton had the example of what he should be doing right in front of him and 
yet he pressed on looking for the Bible to somehow answer every unresolved 
issue he had in his mind. The angst Charles felt at this time is beautifully and 
tragically juxtaposed by fond remembrance and loneliness he recounts in a late 
1990s interview for the Lee Strobel book “The Case for Faith”. In this interview, 
Templeton says this when asked about Jesus: “Everything good I know, 
everything decent I know, everything pure I know I learned from Jesus…In my 
view he is the most important human being who has ever existed. And if I may 
put it this way, I miss him!” 

    Charles Templeton and Saul knew how sweet it was to taste the blessing and 
presence of the Lord in their lives, but they chose their own trajectories that led 
to legacies that were not of God. Pray that we live lives that honor God and build 
a legacy, day by day, that can be an example to others whether they follow it or 
not.  



Weekend – Passion 
By Kel Cunard  

“When the days drew near for him to be taken up,  
he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” Luke 9:51 

    Passion is the rocket fuel of the self-help industry. It is defined as a “strong 
and barely controllable emotion,” and it seems like every motivational quote 
credits passion as the energy that drives men to new heights.  

• Nothing great in the world has ever been accomplished without passion. 
(German philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel) 

• Passion is energy. Feel the power that comes from focusing on what 
excites you. (Oprah Winfrey) 

• Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have 
within you the strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the stars 
to change the world. (Abolitionist Harriet Tubman) 

• Passion is the genesis of genius. (Motivational speaker Tony Robbins) 

    While we would not discount the role passion plays in a productive life, as 
followers of Christ, we hold to a slightly different definition. Our consuming 
passion is that thing for which we will suffer because passion was personified by 
the life and death of Jesus. As we look toward Easter, take a few moments to 
encounter the events of His Passion Week by reading Mark 14-15 and join us 
this weekend as we consider our passion for the One who suffered for us. 

  

 
  

Pray for the World: Liberia 
    Liberia is a heavily forested coastal state adjoining Sierra Leone, Guinea and 
Cote D’Ivoire. Ten percent of the country’s population is unreached by any religion, 
with only 14 percent being Evangelical Christian.  
    The task of evangelization and mission must fall to Liberians and other Africans. 
Foreign missionaries had a long, hard, uphill struggle to plant churches in the 
interior; but disease, language diversity, entrenched fetishism and the disruption of 
war all hampered the work and eventually drove out all expat workers. Few have 
returned. Pray for those with a burden to return; pray for wisdom to know how they 
can best serve in rebuilding the nation, and best help the Liberian church complete 
the evangelization of every people. Christian help ministries are essential in this 
land of great spiritual hunger, great spiritual needs, but few material resources are 
available. Pray that God would provide a means to obtain resources needed for the 
church in Liberia. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
God is the same yesterday, and today. His character of mercy and steadfast love 
for His people abound. Read and meditate on Psalm 25 this morning, and you 
remember and praise the Lord’s character.  



 
 
  



 


