
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 9, 2017 
Palm Sunday: 

That Should’ve Been Me 
John 19 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 66 

 Monday 
• Ezra 8-9 
• 1 Corinthians 16:5-24 
• Psalm 56 

 Tuesday 
• Ezra 10 
• 2 Corinthians 1-11 
• Psalm 57 

 Wednesday 
• Nehemiah 1-2 
• 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4 
• Psalm 58 

 Thursday 
• Nehemiah 3 
• 2 Corinthians 2:5-17 
• Psalm 59 

 Friday 
• Nehemiah 4 
• 2 Corinthians 3 
• Psalm 60 

 

Discussion Questions 
• When was the last time you said “that’s not fair”? 

• In what ways is our sense of justice and fairness selectively applied? 

• Why are we more likely to see our bad decisions as mistakes and not sin? Why 
does God call them sins and not mistakes? What’s the difference? 

• Read John 19. What sights and sounds stand 
out to you from this account? 

• How does it change your view of the cross to 
know “it should’ve been me”? 

• What impact do the events we studied this 
week have on your day-to-day decisions? 
How is your life different because Jesus died 
for you? 

• What can you do this week to let people know 
what Jesus did for them? Who will you tell? 



Monday – That’s Not Fair 
By Kel Cunard 

“So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.” John 19:16 

    Humans have an appetite to see punishment doled out. We'd sign up in a 
heartbeat to sit on the jury that gets to throw the book at the embezzling CEO. 
When we witness an unruly child at a restaurant, we mumble how those hapless 
parents should intervene with their rotten child. And there is a part of us that 
celebrates a scandalous politician's fall from grace. We always delight in 
knowing that justice has been served… well, almost always. 

    Our sense of justice burns red hot when we’re wronged, but Lord help the 
unfortunate soul who cuts us off in traffic or tries to slip eleven things through 
the ten item or less line. Fairness is of primary importance when we have a 
chance to play the victim. In fact, “that’s not 
fair” is one of our favorite phrases. 

    We all want justice until we're the ones in 
the wrong. Our well-developed sense of 
fairness melts away when we're at fault. We 
want anything but justice when we’ve sinned, 
and the concept of fairness means nothing 
when we are pleading for undeserved mercy.  

    The cross is the epitome of unfairness. Read John 19. The One who had 
never sinned suffered when it should have been us up there. Justice would have 
been served if our sins had cost us our lives. It was anything but fair for us to 
live and for Christ to die. Instead, history’s most unjust death purchased our 
ticket to eternal life.  

    That’s the point of God’s redemption story. Ever since the Garden of Eden, 
our righteous Heavenly Father has been pursuing His rebellious creation. As we 
continually thumb our noses at His will and shake our fists at His rules, He still 
reaches out to us with everlasting love. There is nothing fair about God’s 
salvation plan, and that’s the best definition of grace. God gave Jesus what He 
didn’t deserve so He could give us what we could never earn.  

    As much as we love our favorite “that’s not fair” phrase, I’m afraid we don’t 
know what we’re talking about. Jesus was “pierced for our rebellion, crushed for 
our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be 
healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) THAT’S not fair, and for that, I am thankful.  

  

Our sense of 
justice burns 

red hot when 
we’re wronged. 



Tuesday – The Most Intense Prayer in History 
By George Volpe 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him  
we might become the righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:21 

    It is impossible to comprehend the intensity of the weight Jesus felt in the 
Garden of Gethsemane just before His betrayal. 

    “He… began to be sorrowful and severely troubled. Then he said to them, ‘My 
soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death...’ He…fell on his face, and prayed, 
saying, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass away from me; 
nevertheless, not what I desire, but what you desire.’ …Again, a second time he 
went away, and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if this cup can’t pass away from me 
unless I drink it, your desire be done.’” (Matthew 26:37-39, 42) 

    Why would Jesus ask if it was possible to avoid what He was about to go 
through? He is Almighty God. He created the universe. What would God Himself 
not want to face?  

    We are immortal beings, yet facing physical death is not easy. But what Jesus 
was about to experience was more than physical pain and suffering and 
physical death. This was God, perfectly holy and completely innocent, gently 
accepting the worst man could do to Him. He experienced great physical 
suffering and intense humiliation at the hands of people, like you and me, whom 
He loved in spite of what they were doing. But it was far more than that. 

    It was God, who cannot sin, allowing all sin to be borne on the sacred 
shoulders of His only Son. "The Lord had laid on him the iniquity of us all." (Isa. 
53:6b) "Him who knew no sin God made to be sin on our behalf." (2 Cor. 5:21) 
What this mysterious imputation, so to speak, involved, we cannot tell; but to a 
being perfectly pure and holy it must have been unspeakable anguish.  

    The intensity of the stress forced blood out of His pores and down His face. 
We cannot imagine the suffering He was going through even before one stripe 
of the whip hit His back.  

    The next time you dwell on the delights of some favorite sin, think of what it 
meant to Jesus. Desire, by the help of God, to deeply hate and forsake the 
enemy who delighted in causing the greatest of pain to our Savior.  

    It was in a garden early in man’s existence where the decision was made to 
yield to sin and cause the pain and death of mankind. It was in another garden 
where the decision to fulfill the desire of God, by taking on Himself the 
punishment of death for the payment of sin, was fulfilled. There is no greater 
love. Read Isaiah 53. 

  



Wednesday – Fickle Followers 
By Keith Thomas 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 

    “Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
LORD. Hosanna in the highest.” These were the declarations of the people in 
Jerusalem as Jesus entered the city on a donkey. Word must have spread that 
Jesus was coming to town, so they gathered to pay homage to Him at His 
Triumphal Entry. They laid palm branches on the path as Jesus rode by in a 
symbolical representation of peace in the land. Already familiar with Jesus’ 
teachings and miracles, the people were now corporately acknowledging Jesus 
as the Messiah. They seemed to understand Jesus and His purpose, and yet, 
several days later, this would all change. 
    In years past, I had the privilege to portray Jesus in our church’s Passion 
Plays. They were large productions that required hundreds of church members 
to re-create the look and feel of the places and events that led up to Jesus’ 
death, burial and resurrection. There’s nothing like seeing people use their 
giftedness to work toward the common goal of sharing the Gospel. It’s a 
beautiful thing. The hours required to produce such an event seemed endless, 
but the reward was so worth it. I look back on those events as “in-house 
revivals.” Lives were changed. Mine was one of them.  
    One particular year we included a scene of the Triumphal Entry (minus the 
donkey). The cast of town folk always did a superb job of staying in character, 
which helped me in my efforts to portray Jesus. The love and acceptance I felt 
was overwhelming as they waved palm branches, praised, worshiped and 
humbled themselves before me (Jesus). The feeling of acceptance was 
comforting and exhilarating. But it didn’t last long. Several scenes later, those 
same people who were praising me (Jesus) were now yelling, “Crucify Him!” I 
remember the feeling of rejection; it was hard to bare. I realized it was only a 
dramatization, and I knew that I, in no way, could ever feel what Jesus felt in 
that moment, but I remember being devastated at how quickly these people 
turned on me (Jesus). As the jeers from the angry mob continued, I looked into 
the crowd and saw my own face. I (Keith) was one of them - just another fickle 
follower. Easily forgetful of the grace and mercy extended to me, arbitrary in my 
daily walk with the Lord, aimless at times, self-absorbed, irresolute, inconsistent 
and temperamental.  
    In that moment of conviction, I saw Jesus looking back at me with love and 
understanding. As fickle as I was, Jesus reassured me He was “faithful and just 
to forgive” me. (1 John 1:9) God is our “rock and our salvation”. (Psalms 62:2) 
The tide will ebb and flow, but we can anchor our lives to Jesus who is steadfast 
and sure. (Hebrews 6:19)  
    Aren’t you glad God’s not fickle? God is the same yesterday, today and 
forever. Amen!  



Thursday – Love That Leads to Death Then Life 
By Nick Molick 

“When the days drew near for him to be taken up,  
he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” Luke 9:51 

    In Luke 9:51-56, we learn how not to understand Palm Sunday. When Jesus 
set his face toward Jerusalem, it meant something far different to Jesus than it 
did to the disciples at the time. There were visions of greatness for some that we 
see in Luke 9:46. They believed that Jerusalem and glory were just up the road. 
They thought about what it would mean when Jesus took the throne, but Jesus 
had another mission in His heart. We see from the disciple’s reaction that Jesus 
was carrying out this great burden of a mission all alone. (Look at Luke 13:33) 
Jerusalem meant one thing alone to Jesus: certain horrific death. He knew it 
would not be a hero’s death. (Read Luke 18:31) So what we are to learn from 
this is that when Jesus set His face to Jerusalem 
He set His face to die.  

    One of the more powerful thoughts about this 
week is that Jesus had a nature like ours, fully 
man, but fully God. He would naturally, as a man, 
shrink back from pain like we do. He had a 
special place in the garden and mountains to 
pray, but yet He turned his back on all of this. He turned away from that to set 
His face toward vicious whipping, scourging, beating, spitting, mocking and 
crucifixion. This pales in comparison to the bunnies and eggs of the season. 
Christ, through His brutal sacrifice and death, paved a way for us to be at peace 
with our Creator. We need to use our imaginations and put ourselves back in 
this time and place to try to feel what He felt. This was very hard, and yet Jesus 
was focused on His mission. John 15:13 says, “Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”    

    If we only looked at Christ’s death as the result of a betrayer’s deceit and the 
Sanhedrin’s envy, Pilate’s spinelessness, and the soldiers’ nails and spear, it 
might seem very involuntary. If we make the mistake of thinking this we could 
then think this was merely God righting a wrong and making everything right. 
But Luke 9:51 doesn’t give us that opportunity. Jesus was not accidentally 
embroiled in this drama. This was a divine appointment Jesus kept despite His 
human want to avoid it. That ability to stay on mission was born out of an 
otherworldly love for His creation that “esteemed him not”.   

He knew it 
would not be a 

hero’s death 



Friday – Holy Living 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“Walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called.” Eph.4:1 

    When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds shouted Hosanna and the whole 
city was stirred and asked ‘who is this?’ The crowds answered, ‘This is Jesus, 
the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.’ (Matthew 21:9-11) 
    When Jesus made His humbly triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, the crowd 
was ecstatic. Their King was finally before them and praises poured from their 
lips. However, fast forward just a couple of days, and we see a completely 
different picture. When Jesus was brought to Pilate and placed before the crowd 
in Jerusalem, Pilate gave them the option to give freedom to a well-known 
criminal Barabbas or their King, Jesus. After they chose Barabbas Pilate asked 
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” They all 
answered “Crucify Him!” (Matt 27:22) 
    One could look at this dramatic shift in the crowd, and feel totally detached. 
We would never respond to Jesus as the crowd in Jerusalem did. Would we? 
    When praying about what to write this week, the Lord woke me up one 
morning with these thoughts, “How often do My people come together to praise 
My name, then turn around and live in a way that dishonors Me?” Immediately 
He answered His own question. “Just like the crowd in Jerusalem blessed My 
name then later crucified Me, so My people today praise My name at church, yet 
dishonor Me in how they live opposite of my commands.” This made my heart 
heavy.  
    I don’t want to cast judgement on Christians as a whole, because I know 
many who are living lives that clearly produce good fruit. It is very evident that 
they’ve been transformed by God and live life according to His Word. I’m simply 
writing what God told me to write. 
    Salvation should be followed by holy living. When we’ve been won by Jesus 
His spirit intertwines with ours, and His power begins to work in and through us. 
No longer shall we live without concern for His commands, but we should desire 
to grow in His character as displayed in the Word. After salvation, sin will still 
occur in our lives due to imperfection; however, we must not dwell in 
disobediences. The problem occurs when we become okay with pleasing 
ourselves with the very things Jesus was crucified to free us from.   
    “Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God. But among you there must not be even a hint of 
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are 
improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or 
coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you 
can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an 
idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes 
on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them.” 
Ephesians 5:1-7 
    With Easter approaching, meditate on what Jesus went through to save us. 
Are we, His holy and set apart beloved, now walking in a way that honors Him? 



Weekend – Our Fix 
By Kel Cunard  

“What do you want me to do for you?” Luke 18:41 

    This weekend we will celebrate Easter. There will be long trips to visit family 
and large gatherings once we're there. There will be beautiful pastel dresses 
and baskets full of candy. More than 90 million chocolate bunnies are produced 
each year and 76 percent of us say they should be eaten ears first. All totaled, 
we will spend $2.1 billion on more than 120 million pounds of Easter candy. 
Even if someone has no idea what Easter means, they can at least get their 
candy fix. 

    However, in the midst of all those empty calories, what will fill the nagging 
void in our lives? No amount of candy can fix what’s broken inside us. Beyond 
all the family and feasts, bunnies and baskets, Easter points to the fix for all our 
problems. 

    Two thousand years ago, there was a blind man by the side of the road who 
was crying out for Jesus to give him sight. He wanted Jesus to fix him. This is 
our desire as well. We know something's not right, we're just not certain what it 
is. That is, until God opens our eyes and we see Jesus. Read John 9 and join us 
this weekend as we celebrate our Risen Savior. The only One who can truly fix 
us. 

  

 
  

Pray for the World: Libya  
    The country of Libya is mostly Saharan Desert, with a less than one percent 
population of Evangelical Christians. Fortunately, Libyan believers are increasing in 
numbers and faith and enjoy surprising freedom as a Christian community. 
However, they still face many obstacles to fellowship, including fear of infiltrators. 

    Libyans remain off-limits for evangelism, and approaches to them are risky for all 
involved. Continued state surveillance and family/social pressures are strong 
disincentives. Pray for greater religious freedom so that more might hear the Gospel 
and be able to follow Jesus openly. Pray also for Libyan believers to stand firm in 
their faith and to find spiritually edifying relationships – including suitable marriage 
partners in a society where marriage is typically arranged with extended family. 
(Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare for worship today, mediate on Psalm 27. The Lord is your light 
and salvation, whom shall you fear? Give thanks to God today for being your 
stronghold and shelter.  



 
  



 


