
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 16, 2017 
Easter Sunday: 

Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For 
Luke 18:35-43 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 67 

 Monday 
• Nehemiah 5:1-7:4 
• 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
• Psalm 61 

 Tuesday 
• Nehemiah 7:5-65 
• 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 
• Psalm 62 

 Wednesday 
• Nehemiah 7:66-8:18 
• 2 Corinthians 5 
• Psalm 63 

 Thursday 
• Nehemiah 9 
• 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1 
• Psalm 64 

 Friday 
• Nehemiah 10 
• 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 
• Psalm 65 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are different ways we attempt to fix the problems in our world? Are they 

effective? What do you see that never seems to be fixed? 

• Why does our happiness and contentment seem to only last for a little while? 
What drives us to seek happiness and contentment again? Can you recognize 
this cycle in your life or the life of others? What does it look like? 

• What is it that people are looking for? Why can’t they find it? 

• Why is it significant that the blind man 
recognized his greatest need is to be able to 
see? What are other things could he have 
asked Jesus to do for him? In what areas do 
we sometimes miss the root cause of our 
problems and only seek treatment for the 
symptoms? 

• When the blind man started following Jesus, 
where was that going to take him? What is 
significant about where Jesus was heading?  

• How does the resurrection affect what we’re 
looking for? What does the resurrection offer 
us that nothing else can offer?  



Monday – Seeking Fulfillment? 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 

    Each Easter I am reminded of the great spiritual need every individual has. In 
this week’s passage (Luke 18:35-43), Jesus fulfilled the physical need of a blind 
beggar by healing his vision. This particular story also symbolizes what it may 
look like to have the spiritual need of salvation met.  
    As humans, we have a natural void that we try to fulfill in a vast array of ways. 
Although we can find temporary fulfillment in possessions, people, places and 
activities, our fulfilment is just that – temporary. Nothing seems to leave the 
lasting peace and wholeness we desire, does it? Sure, maybe something helps 
for a time, but eventually it will no longer satisfy and needs to be “upgraded” or a 
new “fix” needs to be found.  
    The truth I’ve discovered is that we can never be fully made well or 
experience true, lasting contentment until we’ve been reconciled to God through 
the belief in His Son. Maybe you know this already or maybe you’ve never been 
told before. It’s even possible that you disagree, and my statement angered or 
offended you. Regardless, this is what I know: truly experiencing God through 
salvation brings a wholeness and peace to my life that I could never find in any 
other pursuit.  
    So what does salvation look like? Let’s use the story of the blind beggar to 
help us understand. The Bible tells us that we “all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) Just like the blind beggar had a huge physical 
need, we all have a spiritual need. According to Romans 6:23, “the wages of sin 
is death (in hell), but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(My emphasis added.) Just as the blind man found his healing in Jesus, we find 
our healing in Him as well. God has shown “His love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8.) Jesus’s death on the cross acted 
as payment and redemption for our sins. (Read the crucifixion story in John 19.)  
    The blind beggar called out to Jesus for His healing, and Jesus answered 
him. Similarly, in our great spiritual need the Bible says that “everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13) If you “confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) We must believe and have 
faith in Jesus as Lord to receive our spiritual healing of salvation just as the blind 
beggar recovered his sight because of His faith in Jesus’s ability to heal him.  
    At the end of the story, it says that the blind man “recovered his sight, and 
followed [Jesus], glorifying God. And all of the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise to God.” (Luke 18:43) This verse shows us how to respond once we 
receive our spiritual healing through salvation. We should now follow Him, and 
our lives should be a picture of the glory of God.   
    If you’re already saved, please share the good news of salvation with people 
who don’t know it. If you’ve never heard about salvation or God’s love for you 
and you desire to know Him, for His peace to satisfy every longing and desire 
you cannot fulfill anywhere else, then pray. Tell God that you recognize what 
Jesus did for you as your Savior, and thank Him for forgiving your sins. Ask Him 
to transform your heart for His glory and to teach you to walk in His ways.   



Tuesday – The Great Debate 
By Kel Cunard 

“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile  
and you are still in your sins.” 1 Corinthians 15:17 

    Debate is the art of structured argument. Parties on opposite sides of an 
issue take turns offering points and counterpoints to support their position, but a 
debate is just a speech until the opposing side begins their rebuttal. The job of 
the rebuttal gets much easier when the asserting team leads with a statement 
like this: "We need to prove these three things in order to win." If the debaters 
fail to prove any one of those assertions, you can hang them with their own 
words. By their own admission, they cannot have won the debate. 
    For centuries, the resurrection of Jesus has been the topic of continual 
debate. Why has it stirred such enduring furor and fascination? Clearly, no 
figure has influenced history more than Christ, but the debate centers on His 
resurrection because His own words made it essential. Jesus made His victory 
in this debate about His deity contingent on Him rising from the dead. "Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead." 
(Luke 24:46) Decades later, the apostle Paul asserted the absolute necessity of 
the resurrection. Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-22. 
    How can we be certain the resurrection of Jesus really happened? What 
proofs can the Bible offer? A centuries old debate may not be settled once and 
for all in less than 500 words, but consider these arguments: 
• The Empty Tomb – His body was placed in a tomb, sealed by the 

governor, and guarded by Roman soldiers. And yet, it was found to be 
empty at sunrise on Sunday by women who had seen Jesus buried there. 

• Women Witnesses – If the resurrection was a grand hoax by Jesus's 
followers, it would have been outrageous for their primary witnesses to be 
women in such a patriarchal society.  

• Disciples' Courage – The men who ran and hid after Jesus died became 
courageous witnesses after His resurrection. Something gave them 
courage. 

• James – Jesus's brother doubted He was the Son of God throughout His 
life, but later became the leader of the Jerusalem church and was killed for 
the faith. James believed when he saw his risen brother with his own eyes. 

• Large Crowds – Jesus appeared to more than 500 eyewitnesses at one 
time.  

• Followers' Fate – Many of the Resurrection eyewitnesses died for their 
beliefs. People may promote a lie, but they will not die for something they 
believe to be untrue. The eyewitnesses were convinced He rose.  

    No matter the length of the list of arguments, belief in the resurrection comes 
down to faith. Are you convinced Jesus did what He said He would do? Are you 
convinced He is risen? If Jesus died in your place, if He rose from the dead, if 
He defeated sin and death, are you ready to end the debate? Are you ready and 
willing to follow Him? 



Wednesday – Remember 
By Cathy Slusser 

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 

    Cory, my Chesapeake Bay Retriever, and Sai, our son’s Cardigan Welsh 
Corgi, have always been best friends. They were puppies together, often 
sleeping in the same crate. Sometimes, we weren’t sure who was the big dog 
and who was the little one. Though Sai often bullied Cory, the two remained 
best friends until last year. Cory decided to start standing up for herself and 
refused to be bullied any longer.  

    When Sai pushed her around, instead of docilely taking it, she growled and 
snapped at him. The two got into horrific fights, both inflicting wounds on each 
other. We took Cory to the “dog shrink” who worked with her on her behavior, 
but things kept getting worse. Finally, I took Sai in to see the same behaviorist. 
Turns out, Sai, with his little man syndrome, was the root of the problem. Once 
we corrected his behavior, the two are back to being friends again. We were 
punishing Cory for standing up for herself while we failed to correct, the “cute 
little Corgi” who suffered from the big dog’s aggression. We were wrong. They 
were both at fault.  

    As we celebrate the Easter season and all that it means for Christians, don’t 
forget that Jesus died, a horrific death, for the sins of us all. The cross and all it 
represents, Jesus’ sacrifice for each of us, is central to our Christian faith. Don’t 
you think that if there were any other way to atone for our sins, God would have 
chosen the route that did not require Him to turn his back on His Son as he hung 
on that cross? When we think so little of the cross that we try to earn our own 
salvation, make light of our sin, or look down on others’ faults instead of our 
own, we forget the enormous sacrifice Christ made for us.  

    Take a moment to think about all He suffered; the piercing of His side, the 
crown of thorns on His head. Think of what He saw as He looked down from the 
cross to view His grieving mother and frightened disciples. Recall His words to 
His Father, “Why Have you forsaken me?” Easter is the time of repentance as 
well as salvation. What do you have to repent of today?  

    Read Isaiah 53. What does verse 3 mean to you? Have you ever despised 
Jesus? Make a list of all the things Isaiah notes that Jesus suffered for you. He 
bore your iniquities. What do you need to confess to Him today? 

  



Thursday – Useless Without It 
By Nick Molick 

“And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 
and so is your faith.” 1 Corinthians 15:14 

    We live in an age of hyperbole, that is to say we overstate things on such a 
regular basis that we become numb to this phenomenon all together. How many 
things are truly “awesome” that we encounter on a daily basis yet are actually 
just OK. The opposite side of the spectrum happens just as much if not more, 
how many headlines start with “Worst Since…” or we label things terrible and 
think of times as never being this bad before. However, when more calm 
demeanors prevail and we take a step back and look at the world around us, 
measuring it against the history that the Bible lays out, we can see that things 
have just kind of always been like this – mankind striving to do the right thing to 
fix itself. Only now we can communicate much faster and we continually invent 
ways to quickly and efficiently do more. The hyperbolic statements can go viral 
and worldwide in a matter of seconds. 

    With all the dramatic overstatements we make in our lives, we tend to soft 
pedal some of the greatest truths in all of human history. How many times have 
we referred to the person and work of Jesus as awesome? How many times 
have we spoken of our own sin as damning and deadly? Our penchant for 
hyperbole seems to wane when we speak of these truths. The same holds true 
for when we speak of the Resurrection, it is somehow lost in the season of fake 
grass, overpriced pastels and something about a rabbit that lays eggs? 

    However, when we speak of the Resurrection we cannot possibly overstate it. 
We cannot use too much hyperbole because it is awesome. It is God’s gift to 
mankind and our only hope for salvation! Just like Paul told the church in Corinth 
in the verse listed above, without the fact of the Resurrection both our faith and 
our preaching is useless. All of the leaders of the world’s other great religions 
are in their tombs and you can go visit their gravesites. But, we know our 
Savior’s tomb is empty and that fact alone is the greatest thing that has ever 
happened to us, and we cannot say enough good about that.  

    So in this season that can look like anything but reverence for our risen King, 
let’s point ourselves and those around us back to the living God who laid down 
His life and picked it back up so that we may live and tell others about Him! 

  



Friday – The Vision of a Blind Man 
By George Volpe 

“And he cried out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’” Luke 18:38 

    How many people do you know who would not want help if God offered it? 
Jesus often walked through crowds of people. It is not unreasonable to think that 
every one of them needed help of some sort. Why did Jesus stop and help this 
particular blind man?  

    This man believed who Jesus was—the Messiah, the Savior of the world. To 
call Him “Son of David” showed he recognized Jesus as the Old Testament 
fulfillment of the Messiah. He was crying out to Jesus, knowing there was no 
other possible remedy for his need. And he was persistent: he would not be 
silenced by a crowd who saw his outburst as just another annoyance from a 
hopeless beggar.  

    Jesus “walks” by people’s lives today. Some do not know He’s there, and 
some simply ignore Him and turn away. Some may see Him as just a historical 
figure or maybe even think of Him as a special religious person. But they never 
come to Jesus for anything. They have plenty of needs, but they are comfortable 
fixing everything by trusting their own thinking, human reasoning, and the voices 
around them.  

    But there is one problem that no man can fix on his own, nor is there a 
remedy available anywhere on earth. No amount of human reasoning can solve 
it. It is the problem of death.  

   “Therefore as sin entered into the world through one man (Adam), and death 
through sin; and so death passed to all men, because all sinned.” (Romans 
5:12) 

    On the golf course the other day I asked a man his thoughts on how to get to 
heaven. He said that if God is just, he would let him in. In kindness I offered to 
my friend that according to the Bible, he was right that God is just, but the justice 
of God demands the payment of death for sin. It is precisely because of God’s 
justice that every one of us deserves eternal death. But that is not the end of the 
story. 

    “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 
15:22) 

    Jesus paid the price for all sin in full at Calvary. The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ demonstrates God’s power over death. Jesus fixed the biggest problem 
all mankind has. He made it possible for us to be forgiven instead of 
condemned. If we truly believe that Christ is the only way to heaven, that He is 
willing to forgive our sin and heal our spiritual blindness, He will do it. Whatever 
your situation, Jesus is waiting with outstretched hands to help you. Read 
John14:1-15. 



Weekend – Purpose 
By Kel Cunard  

“Vanity of vanities! All is vanity” Ecclesiastes 1:1 

    Walk into any large facility and you will see a huge map with a big star and 
three very comforting words "You are here." These maps help us get our 
bearings. They provide the big picture and show us where we are. They bring 
clarity to our surroundings and allow us to pursue our purpose.  

    Wouldn't it be nice if we had that for our lives? As humans we share several 
lingering questions:  

• Who am I?  
• Why am I here?  
• What am I supposed to do?  
• What does God want from me? 

    We are all looking for purpose in our lives. Many of us don’t know where to 
look and most of us fumble through life like a man in a dark room – just grasping 
for some clue to help us find our way. We just wish someone would take our 
hand and show us the way. 

    In the book of Ecclesiastes, we are able to encounter the wrestling of a wise 
man who found the purpose of life on the other side of these same questions. 
Read Ecclesiastes 1 and join us this weekend as we embark on a five-week 
series entitled Purpose.  

  

Pray for the World: Macedonia 
     Macedonia is a landlocked state surrounded by Serbia/Kosovo, Bulgaria, Greece 
and Albania. Although the major religion in the country is Christianity, less than one 
percent of the population claims to be Evangelicals.   

    The evangelical witness is small, but growing. Almost every 
Protestant/Independent expression of faith is active and increasing. Even so, there 
are fewer than 100 evangelical congregations. Pray for the many challenges and 
opportunities for the Church. Including: opposition, unity, church planting and 
evangelism, as well as training and discipleship. 

Prepare for Worship 
    Meditate on Psalm 28 as you prepare your heart for worship this morning. The 
Lord is our rock, the strength of His people. Give thanks to Him this morning with 
your words and songs of praise.  



  

  



 
 


