
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 7, 2017 
Purpose: 

Working Smarter 
Ecclesiastes 2:18-25 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 70 

 Monday 
• Job 6 
• Galatians 2 
• Psalm 72:1-7 

 Tuesday 
• Job 7-8 
• Galatians 3:1-14 
• Psalm 72:8-20 

 Wednesday 
• Job 9 
• Galatians 3:15-29 
• Psalm 73:1-11 

 Thursday 
• Job 10 
• Galatians 4:1-20 
• Psalm 73:12-28 

 Friday 
• Job 11-12 
• Galatians 4:21-31 
• Psalm 74:1-9 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some common frustrations people have with their jobs? 

• What was the original plan for work? How did it become a source of frustration? 

• What was Solomon’s biggest complaint about 
his work/toil? Is it a legitimate complaint? 
Have you ever felt the same way? 

• Describe the difference between liking your 
job and finding meaning in your work? Is 
seeking meaning in our work too much to 
ask? 

• What steps can we take to redeem God’s 
original purpose for work? How can you find 
purpose and joy in what you do? 



Monday – Punishing Work 
By Kel Cunard 

“What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart?” Ecclesiastes 2:22 

    Why do Monday mornings feel like we’re being punished? We’re not sure 
what we did wrong, but it must have been pretty bad. Work is such a huge part 
of our lives, but there are days when it all seems so futile. Read Ecclesiastes 
2:18-25. 
    It wasn’t always this way. Work was God’s idea, and it existed before sin ever 
entered the world. The Lord said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over” all creation. (Genesis 1:26) From 
the start, we were to bear God’s image and join in His work. In Genesis 2:15, 
the scope of Adam’s work was defined: “The LORD God took the man and put 
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” Man’s first job was to watch 
and care for that which God had made. And the Lord saw all that He had made, 
including work, and it was “very good.” 
    For some period of time, the sinless Adam had an abundant life. Monday 
mornings weren’t something to dread, and his work was fruitful and fulfilling. But 
everything changed when sin entered the picture. After Adam and Eve defied 
God, the sin of man rippled throughout his dominion. All of creation was 
wrecked by the rebellion of its steward. As the Lord pronounced the punishment, 
He said, “...cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat 
the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.” (Genesis 3:17-19) Work was God’s idea, but man decided to 
add all the difficulties. 
    Even after the Fall, work is still God’s idea, and it can have great purpose. 
Work is an act of worship. Whatever we do, we are to “work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men.” (Colossians 3:23) Rick Warren echoes this idea in The 
Purpose Driven Life when he writes, "Work becomes worship when you 
dedicate it to God and perform it with an awareness of His presence." 
Regardless of our respective fields, we have the same vocation if we serve the 
same Savior. We are called to make Jesus known where we work by how we 
work. Our places of employment are to be mission fields where our Monday 
mornings are merely another chance to worship through work. 
    And just as Adam was invited into his Creator’s work, all who are in Christ are 
now invited into the plans and purposes of our Heavenly Father. The drudgery 
of work can be remedied by joining Him in His redemptive work. He has given 
us the ministry and message of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). Whether 
for salary or service, we can join in His work to fix this broken world. Just as we 
are new creations, we can use our lives to help make things new. We can reach 
out to the lost and the hurting with the hope of Jesus Christ. One life at a time, 
we can take punishing work and make it purposeful once again.  
  
  



Tuesday – The Importance of Relationship 
By Cathy Slusser 

“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10 

    I spent four years studying history at one of the most beautiful college 
campuses in America. Furman University in Greenville, South Carolina is not 
only well known for its stately oak trees, large lake and gushing fountains, but 
for the academic excellence expected of its students. During my time at Furman, 
I realized that I excelled at learning, synthesizing material, and drawing 
conclusions. I loved time both in and out of the classroom, reveling in my 
studies, but also serving in student leadership positions.  

    After graduation, entering the real world was a letdown as I realized that the 
support and encouragement I received in those halls of learning could not be 
replicated in the workforce. In the real world, it was sink or swim. While I chose 
to swim, and have spent over thirty years in a career I love and where I feel like I 
am making an impact on our community, nothing has ever come close to those 
four idyllic years I spent at Furman. What has lasted from that period are the 
relationships.  

    I just recently returned from a vacation with my freshman roommate. We have 
been friends for over forty years. I still correspond with one of my favorite 
professors and have reconnected with other classmates who share my 
memories of Furman. The older I get, it is not the awards I won or scholarly 
papers I wrote, but the people who are most important to me. The same is true 
for my career. When I finally retire, it will not be my desk or certificates on the 
wall, even the programs that I started, but my colleagues who I will miss.  

    In the book of Nehemiah, the people of Israel, upon returning to the Promised 
Land and discovering the words of the Scripture, became distraught when they 
realized how far they had strayed not just from the Law but from a relationship 
with God. However, God told the people through Nehemiah, that they should set 
aside their grief and rejoice because He would provide for them strength and 
joy.  

    The things of this world, diplomas, jobs, even people will not last. It is in God 
that we find true satisfaction and meaning. While He may not give us trophies or 
certificates, the rewards He provides such as joy and peace even in the hardest 
of circumstances, are what will last long after graduation or retirement.  

    Read Nehemiah 8:1-12. Reflect on the people’s response to the reading of 
the Law. How do you respond when you read the Bible? What was it that made 
the day holy to God? How can you better understand Scripture? How can you 
build a better relationship with God? 

  



Wednesday – The LEGO Table 
By George Volpe 

“For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh  
knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6 

    The Bible tells us that knowledge, wisdom, and understanding are critical to a 
noble life that honors both God and man. One could therefore be tempted to 
conclude that it would be worthwhile to pursue knowledge and wisdom ahead of 
everything else. But that would be an inaccurate conclusion.  

    But, you argue, God wants us to have knowledge and wisdom. He even says 
to ask for it. How can that be a problem?  

    Does God give us knowledge and wisdom to demonstrate our ability to 
accumulate facts and give the right answers? No. Instead, is it to show those 
around us our mental and spiritual gravitas? Incorrect again. He has given us 
the ability to know and to make choices that enable us to glorify Him. It is so that 
we have the tools to fulfill His purpose for our lives. But the tools are not our 
purpose for living. 

    One summer I spent a fair amount of time building things with my 
grandchildren using LEGO pieces. We would dump thousands of tiny plastic 
parts all over the place, and fashion imaginary stuff for hours. One day my 
daughter said that she wished they had a better place to play with LEGOs. That 
gave me an idea--I could build a LEGO table. I know how to measure, how to 
use power tools, and how to fasten things together, so I guess you could say I 
have a rudimentary understanding of woodworking…    

    My purpose in this undertaking was to bless my family with a usable gift. It 
was not my purpose to demonstrate my knowledge of hiding a screw head, or 
my understanding of how to glue a wood joint. My purpose was not to show the 
world how smart or talented I am. It was to take what God has given me, and to 
turn it into something I could give away. My purpose was an expression of love. 

    We can have a lot of knowledge and abundant wisdom. But if our purpose in 
life is to let the world know how smart we are, or how we’re defined by what we 
do, then in Paul’s words, we are a “sounding brass, and a clanging cymbal” (1 
Cor. 13:1), because our arrogance has taken the place of love.  

    God gave Solomon wisdom and knowledge greater than any man who ever 
lived. Although Solomon extolled the virtues of wisdom and knowledge, he 
recognized that those attributes were not his reason for living. They were part of 
the toolset he needed if he chose to live a life glorifying to God. Read 1 Cor. 
1:17-31. 



Thursday – Why I Didn’t Like Kids Ministry 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“Make disciples of all nations…” Matthew 28:19 

    I’m going to be real honest with you. When I first began directing Kids 
Worship (the children’s church service) here at FBC Palmetto on Sunday 
mornings, I didn’t like it. I began my job with an excitement, but once realizing 
the chaos of kid’s ministry and the experience I greatly lacked, my excitement 
turned into dread. Even when things became a little less stressful, I still found 
myself dreading Kids Worship on Sunday mornings. How could this be? I was 
working at a church and getting to tell young children about Jesus every week… 
sounds like a super rewarding job! But, at the time, all it seemed to bring me 
was exhaustion and anxiety.  

    Everything in me wanted to give up, to pursue a different job, but the Lord 
kept whispering “stay, I haven’t called you away.” After a little while of going 
back and forth with God, something became very apparent to me. I was looking 
at my job as simply that: a job; a means to make money, with the added bonus 
of getting to work in ministry. One weekend, God completely opened the eyes of 
my heart to my work, and I now adore my job.  

    He opened my eyes to see the true purpose of work. It’s not for personal 
success, or something to busy time with, nor is it about money or doing good 
deeds. He is the purpose of my work. My goal is to love Him first, glorify His 
name, and make Him known. Since the shift in perspective, I now love the fact 
that I get to direct Kids Worship. Every Sunday I look forward to the opportunity 
to teach children what it looks like to know God and make Him known. It blesses 
my heart so much to hear them pray and get excited about Jesus.  

    For those who work outside of church: a Christian’s purpose doesn’t change 
based on if they work for a ministry, or a secular industry. Jesus’s commission to 
His people is to make disciple in all nations, teaching them the ways of God 
(Matthew 28:19-20.) Wherever you work, or whatever you toil at, look at the 
people around you. Are you telling them about the ways of God? Are you 
displaying the character of God in how you treat them? There will be many who 
will one day enter through the gates of Hell for eternity. This is serious stuff. One 
day, when you stand before God and witness many people being cast into Hell, 
will you regret not sharing the good news of Jesus with those you saw every day 
for years? This thought convicts me to my core.  

    Don’t know where to begin? Pray. Seek the Lord in prayer for courage and 
boldness to share the Gospel. Let Him minister to you through His Word, and 
teach it to those around you. Share the story of how God drew you to Himself, 
rescuing you from condemnation. Tell them of the joy and peace you’ve found in 
Christ and how He’s changed your life. In whatever you work at, remember that 
if you’re a Christian you are firstly an ambassador of Heaven – a representative 
of God. If Christ is not the center of your life, the motive behind everything about 
you, you will not find lasting fulfillment in the work you do – even ministry. May 
Christ be the joyful purpose of your life, and the reason for your work. 



Friday – What Are We Chasing? 
By Nick Molick 

“…this too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” Ecclesiastes 2:26  

    We all chase after things. Some of those things are good and meaningful, 
while others are less than what we would call Godly. Like it or not, this is what 
we do on a seemingly endless basis. We chase after more time, money, power, 
prestige, respect and a myriad of other attributes. We do all this while 
simultaneously chasing after being a good spouse, parent, son or daughter, 
sibling, employee, employer and the list goes on and on at a dizzying pace. 
When we look at how we are wired to go after certain things, it makes sense 
that God’s Word gives us the clarity contained in the book of Ecclesiastes. 
Solomon imparts his wisdom to us by basically telling us that even though he 
lived thousands of years ago he had the same issues we face, as part of the 
same fallen family.  

    Nevertheless, this fallen family has a great hope that can provide peace and 
can triage the lists of traits, attributes, accomplishments and wealth we 
continually chase. God in His sovereignty and providence allows each of us to, 
at times, reach the end of ourselves in our pursuit of things that are everything 
but Him. Throughout all of our hurrying, studying and striving to be, do and get 
more, God is waiting to comfort and provide us with peace and love that none 
other can provide. In verse 26, Solomon says that “God give wisdom, 
knowledge and happiness” to the man who pleases Him.  

    Before anyone takes that to mean we can live our best life now and that this 
is verifiable proof of a Gospel of prosperity, carefully look back in your own life 
and think of how much of your wisdom, knowledge and happiness was gained. 
Was it by falling backwards into it? Was it by chasing after all you ever wanted 
and then some? Or was it obtained by often reaching the end of your own 
maddening pursuits and turning to the One who breathed life into you?  

    Solomon gets that we will all toil and struggle this side of the veil, and we 
would be well served to remember that. But he also knows that we cannot 
manufacture, or buy our own peace and contentment. There is only One who 
can provide that, and He is the same One who gave this wisdom and knowledge 
to Solomon so He could pass it along to us through God’s inspired word. 

    What are some things you once pursued that God convinced you were not 
worth the effort? What can you do starting today to be a man or woman who 
pleases God?  



Weekend – More Money, Less Problems? 
By Kel Cunard  

“There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun…” Ecclesiastes 5:13 

    When we were kids, we just wanted enough money to buy the next toy. When 
we’re adults, we have the same desire – our toys are just a lot more expensive.  

    We live like more money means less problems, but life proves the opposite to 
be true. More money and more stuff doesn’t always make life easier. Our cars 
need insurance, our homes need repairs and our electronics seem to be 
outdated before our calendars. Add to the mix our tendency to buy things we 
don’t need with money we don’t have, and you have a recipe for a life that is 
less and less satisfying. 

    Our solution to life's problems is usually more of everything, and we think 
money can fix anything. This response is nothing new. It was a tactic Solomon 
tried in his quest to find the purpose of life, but his results were anything but 
satisfying. Read Ecclesiastes 5:10-17 and join us this weekend as we discover 
that "he who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 
wealth with his income; this also is vanity." 

  

 
  

Pray for the World: Malaysia 
    Malaysia is a well-watered, tropical rainforest. Four percent of Malaysia’s 
population is Evangelical Christian, while the major religion is Islam at 62 percent.  

    Islam is gaining ground in both numbers and socio-political power. Although 
many, including large numbers of Malays, are opposed to sharia, the creeping 
changes in Malaysian public, religious, and legal affairs are cause for concern and 
for prayer.  

    Islam itself is a battleground. With over 100 radical Islamist groups, there is a 
never-ending agitation for sharia and the subjugation of all Malaysia to a much 
stricter version of Islam. Pray against the imposition of a harsh, aggressive Islam 
which would bode ill for moderates, minorities, and any Christian ministry. Pray also 
for wisdom and fearlessness for Christians seeking to share the good news with 
Muslims. 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare for worship this morning, read Psalm 31. Even though you may 
be going through a trial, the Lord is abundant in goodness, and His love for you is 
steadfast. Celebrate Him in times of great joy and in times of great tribulation. 



 
  



 


