
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 21, 2017 
Purpose: 

Don’t Waste Your Life  
Ecclesiastes 12 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 72 

 Monday 
• Job 23-24 
• Ephesians 2:11-22 
• Psalm 78:11-26 

 Tuesday 
• Job 25-26 
• Ephesians 3 
• Psalm 78:27-46 

 Wednesday 
• Job 27-28 
• Ephesians 4:1-16 
• Psalm 78:47-57 

 Thursday 
• Job 29-30 
• Ephesians 4:17-32 
• Psalm 78:58-72 

 Friday 
• Job 31-32 
• Ephesians 5:1-21 
• Psalm 79 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are ways people waste their life? What are they trading away when they 

make these decisions? 

• What are some ways people respond to their past? What are the pros and cons 
of these responses? 

• What does it mean to fear God? What does 
that look like in your life? What does it not 
look like? 

• What are some ways we could be in danger 
of being successful at things that don’t really 
matter? 

• What steps would you tell someone who 
asked your advice on how not to waste their 
life? What part of your own advice do you 
need to take? 



Monday – A Life Wasted 
By Kel Cunard 

“The end of the matter; all has been heard.” Ecclesiastes 12:13 

    Life is far from easy, and it is always shorter than we think. Sometimes we 
just wish someone would tell us what we are supposed to do and why we are 
here. We know life is short, and we don’t want to waste it. We just have no idea 
why we are here. 

    There are several passages in Scripture that outline the bullseye of life. 
Through all the noise, they cut to the heart of the matter and let us know why we 
are here and what are we to do with this thing called life.  

• He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8) 

• “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The second 
is this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other 
commandment greater than these. (Mark 12:30–31)  

• Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18–20) 

• But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8) 

• Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit 
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 
(Colossians 1:10) 

    After all his declarations about the futility of this meaningless life, perhaps 
Solomon said it best: “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13) The duty of humankind, our purpose in 
life, is to know God and make Him known. We are here to make much of Him, 
and if we don’t, it is a life wasted. 

    Does your life look like these summary statements? Are you pointing towards 
the bullseye they define? Life is too precious to waste on the futile things of this 
world. Hell is real, Jesus is coming, and time is short. How are you making Him 
known? Who is closer to Christ because they know you? What are you doing 
today to make sure you don’t waste your life? 

  



Tuesday – Seizing the Opportunity 
By Nick Molick 

“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth before the days of trouble 
come and the years approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them.”  

Ecclesiastes 12:1 

    Time is a funny and cruel thing all at once. Think about it. Try to define the 
concept of time without using the word time. It is difficult to do at best, and it 
makes the point that intangible concept called time rules many facets of our 
lives. From the moment we wake up in the morning, we are conscious of time 
and how up against the clock we are. We race to get everyone ready for the day 
and frantically scurry to drop off kids, get to work, and attend calls and meetings 
all dictated by the silent clock on the wall that is usually telling us we are running 
late.  

    The closing of Ecclesiastes gives us a different directive: to “fear God and 
keep his commandments.” This is the fitting end to Solomon’s case. That which 
we end up chasing on our own is worthless and meaningless compared to the 
richness of a right relationship with God. But look at how chapter twelve starts. 
Read verse one. Solomon is giving a dire warning to recognize your place 
before God while you still are young and enjoying life. Live life more abundantly 
with God, not chasing after your own desires that lead to ruin and destruction. 
Solomon is telling us to seize the opportunity to surrender before God now, 
before our time runs out and our bodies turn against us. Reading through the 
book of Ecclesiastes with an open and honest mind leads us to see that we 
aren’t inventing new ways to go astray. Perhaps we have improved means to 
worse ends but the same basic sins apply. So when we read a warning about 
getting right with God before the intangible concept of time runs out on us we 
need to take it eternally serious. 

    In his book Don’t Waste Your Life, John Piper shares a scene he witnessed at 
the church where his father was an evangelist for a revival. There was a man 
who had recently come to Christ during the revival, and he began to wonder out 
loud about how he had spent his life prior to his conversion. He cried as loud as 
he could from the front row, “I’ve wasted it! I’ve wasted it! I’ve wasted it!” He 
realized that his whole life up until that point had been about pursing ultimately 
worthless things. The charge from the title of the book remains for us: to not 
waste our lives or our time but to remember what our chief duty is. We are to 
fear God and keep His commandments, and the beginning of verse twelve tells 
us when to start. We need to stop chasing the wind and start chasing God NOW 
so we do not waste our life and our time.  



Wednesday – Eternally Satisfied 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put 
eternity  into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God 

has done from the beginning to the end.”  Ecclesiastes 3:11 

    Over the course of this series, we have been on the hunt to discover the 
purpose of our lives. The writer of Ecclesiastes, known to have been the wisest 
and richest man who would ever live, has been guiding us along our search. He 
had every known resource available to him, and explored many seemingly 
satisfactory avenues looking for fulfilment. However, through his written 
experiences, we gather that everything about life on earth is ultimately 
unsatisfactory. Every human pursuit he found to be meaningless.   
    After realizing this, reading through the twelve chapters of Ecclesiastes can 
be quite depressing. However, the writer laces hope throughout the 
disappointment. Even though he found every human endeavor to be vanity, he 
also explains how he found the true meaning to life. The theme of this book of 
the Bible is that every human pursuit is futile without God at the center of one’s 
life.  
    Chapter 3 begins with how God’s sovereignty allows a time for everything. 
The writer says that God has “made everything beautiful in its time. He has also 
set eternity in the human heart.” (verse 11) God didn’t create us to live, die, and 
cease existing. The reason why we as people are constantly seeking more 
fulfilment is because we were made with the intent to be eternally satisfied. It is 
natural for us to feel like we need something more, because there is more 
waiting for us.  
    As Ecclesiastes exemplifies, we try to fill our need for satisfaction with the 
things of the world instead of seeking to fulfill our God-given need with Him. The 
human race was meant to live in eternity with God from the beginning, but ever 
since sin came in and caused separation, we have been enthroning worldly 
things where God belongs in our lives.  
    It is only through His grace that our sins can be forgiven and eternity with God 
can be restored. It is through repentance and belief in what Jesus did for us that 
we can be saved and our need for eternal satisfaction can be found. When we 
receive salvation we begin to live in relationship with the eternal God himself 
while here on earth. Just as He intended it to be from the beginning.  
    As God’s children, we can find purpose in worshipping Him and laying down 
our lives to His mission while here on earth. This does not mean that all things 
of this world are bad and should be avoided, such as money, pleasure, and 
knowledge. These can be good things when valued correctly, under God. They 
are of this world, not eternal, meaning they will not satisfy the need for eternal 
satisfaction that God has placed on each of our hearts. We will only find 
fulfilment in Him alone, the Maker of our every desire.  
    If you do not know Jesus, I pray that today you would come to know Him and 
accept His free gift of salvation. Christians, may your satisfaction be sought in 
the One who can perfectly satisfy you. Spend time in His Word today, and look 
for His teaching. Set aside time to pray and thank God for all He is and has 
done. Ask Him who knows you best to satisfy your heart.   



Thursday – God’s Plan for Me 
By George Volpe 

“I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me.” Psalm 57:2  

    If you’re searching for your purpose in life, here are a few examples of the 
world’s advice that I would NOT follow: 

• Whatever you dream about the most should dictate your purpose in 
life.  

• Whatever makes you most comfortable should be the motivation for 
your purpose.  

• Make a list of goals and keep narrowing it until you choose the one 
you like best.  

• Listing my accomplishments should be a good description of my life’s 
purpose. 

    “The search for the purpose of life has puzzled people for thousands of years. 
That’s because we typically begin at the wrong starting point – ourselves. We 
ask self-centered questions like (the ones listed above). Focusing on yourself 
will never reveal your life’s purpose because the Bible says in Job 12:10, “It is 
God who directs the lives of His creatures; everyone’s life is in His power.” 

    God is not just the starting point of our life; He is the source of it. To discover 
our purpose in life we must turn to God’s Word, not the world’s wisdom. We 
must build our life on eternal truths. Ephesians 1:11 says, “in whom also we 
were assigned an inheritance, having been foreordained according to the 
purpose of him who works all things after the counsel of his will”.  

    This world is not our eternal home, and yet thinking and living with the eternal 
in mind is a challenge for all of us. Living in obedience to God moment by 
moment is certainly important, but we have to ask ourselves if what we are 
trying to accomplish fulfills God’s will and purpose for us.  

    On a daily basis Jonah was careful to obey God’s commands. But when God 
called him to a task that he was uncomfortable with – warning the people of 
Ninevah – he rejected God’s purpose and ran. Eventually God helped Jonah 
understand that His plans and purposes are far greater than a man’s limited and 
sometimes selfish reasoning. 

    There have been times when I shook my head in disbelief at how Israel forgot 
God and went their own way. And then I would find myself doing the same thing. 
It is when I remember God and seek His face that I can align with what God has 
for me, and find the peace my soul longs for. Jonah says it this way: “When my 
soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: and my prayer came in to you, 
into your holy temple.” (Jonah 2:7) Read 2 Tim. 1:7-13. 

  



Friday – The Greatest Thing You Could Do Today 
An excerpt from an article by Francis Chan 

(www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-greatest-thing-you-could-do-today) 

    A mentor of mine lives in India. Last year, he called me on the phone crying, 
distraught over the state of the church in America. “It seems like the people in 
America would be content to take a selfie with Moses. Don’t they know they can 
go up the mountain themselves? Why don’t they want to go up the mountain?” 
    When was the last time you enjoyed meaningful time alone with God? Time 
so good that you didn’t want to leave. It was just you, reading God’s words, in 
His holy presence. 
    I was fifteen years old when my youth pastor taught me how to pray and read 
the Bible alone. Now, more than thirty years later, I still can’t find a better way to 
start my days. I can’t imagine what my life would be like if I didn’t refocus daily 
by going up the mountain. 
    It is alone with him that I empty myself of pride, lies, and stress. 

 Pride: standing before a Person clothed in unapproachable light has a 
way of humbling you (1 Timothy 6:16). 

 Lies: speaking to an All-Knowing Judge tends to induce honesty 
(Hebrews 4:13). 

 Stress: kneeling before the God who causes men to fail or succeed 
replaces our anxiety with peace (Psalm 127:1). 

    We live in a time when most people have a difficult time concentrating on 
anything. We are constantly looking for the quick fix and for faster solutions. So 
the thought of sitting quietly to meditate on Scripture and praying deeply in 
silence can be eagerly replaced by listening to a sermon while driving to work. 
While it’s definitely better than nothing (considering all of the other messages we 
are bombarded with daily), the point of this article is to say that there is no 
substitute for being alone with God. We must learn to be still again. 
    It was simple for Paul. He loved being with Jesus. “To live is Christ, and to die 
is gain” (Philippians 1:21). “There is literally nothing more important you could 
do today than to spend meaningful time alone with God.” Knowing Christ deeply 
consumed him (Philippians 3:8). There is no substitute for being alone with God. 
If you don’t have time, you need to quit something to make room. Skip a meal. 
Cancel a meeting. End some regular commitment. There is literally nothing 
more important you could do today. 
    God literally determines whether or not you take another breath. “He himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything” (Acts 17:25). Could anything 
be more important than meeting with the One who decides if you live through 
this day? Could anything be better? How can we not make time to be with the 
Maker of time? 
    What plans do you have today that you think so important that you would race 
past the Creator to get to them?  



Weekend – Losing Inspiration 
By Kel Cunard 

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, 
 you have been grieved by various trials…” 1 Peter 1:6 

    Before he was a household name, Sylvester Stallone was a nobody. He was 
an aspiring actor who took up screenwriting out of sheer frustration. Since he 
couldn’t get hired for any meaningful roles, maybe he could create one.  
    While struggling to be noticed, Stallone stumbled upon an unlikely inspiration. 
On March 24, 1975, a journeyman boxer by the name of Chuck Wepner got a 
chance to step in the ring with Muhammed Ali. Very few gave Wepner, 
nicknamed “The Bayonne Bleeder," a shot at defeating the champ, but as the 
bout unfolded, Wepner would not go away. Despite taking a beating and being 
knocked down several times, he kept getting back up and almost went the 
distance with the self-proclaimed greatest of all time. 
    Stallone wrote for twenty-four hours straight after watching the fight, and 
Wepner’s resilience was the inspiration for one of cinema’s greatest heroes. 
Movies like Rocky resonate with us because we know what it’s like to keep 
getting up even though life keeps knocking us down. We have seen the last 
ember of hope slowly fading away and still believed better days would come. 
We have this sense because God made us this way. It is written on our hearts 
that victory can be snatched from the jaws of defeat because of what Jesus did 
on our behalf.  
    Christ has called us to live a victorious life. It just might not be according to 
our definition of victory. Read 1 Peter 1:1-12 and join us the weekend as we 
begin a new series entitled Victorious.   

Pray for the World: Moldova 
   Moldova is a landlocked republic between Ukraine and Romania. Less than four 
percent of Moldova’s population is Evangelical Christian. Mission vision among 
Moldovans is rapidly growing, but training and support are serious obstacles 
requiring prayer. OM and the European Baptist Federation are just two of the 
groups dedicated to finding innovative ways to train, send and support 
economically-limited Moldovans through partnerships with other Christians. Pray for 
a release of resources to support those called by God to serve in Moldova and 
abroad. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   Read Psalm 33 this morning as you prepare for worship. As you read, take note of 
the character of God, and the promises for His faithful people. Give thanks to Him 
for His steadfast love.  



 
  



 


