
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 28, 2017 
Victorious: 

Finding Victory When All Seems Hopeless 
1 Peter 1:1-12 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 73 

 Monday 
• Job 33-34 
• Ephesians 5:22-33 
• Psalm 80 

 Tuesday 
• Job 35-36 
• Ephesians 6:1-9 
• Psalm 81 

 Wednesday 
• Job 37-38 
• Ephesians 6:10-24 
• Psalm 82 

 Thursday 
• Job 39-40 
• Philippians 1:1-18 
• Psalm 83:1-6 

 Friday 
• Job 41-42 
• Philippians 1:19-30 
• Psalm 83:7-18 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some of your favorite underdog stories (movies, sports, real life)? Why 

do we like these types of stories so much? 

• What is a good definition of hope? Where is this hope placed? Why? 

• Peter references a ‘living hope’ in verse 3. 
What are examples of hopeful things that end 
up dying? What is our usual response when 
our hopes die? What, then, is this ‘living 
hope’ supposed to offer? 

• Look at verse 4. Why do we desire things that 
are imperishable, undefiled, and unfading? At 
which point will we receive them? 

• Describe a time when you’ve seen someone 
go through terrible circumstances and their 
response left you speechless. What enabled 
them to respond in such a way? 



Monday – Victory 
By Kel Cunard 

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary,  
you have been grieved by various trials...” 1 Peter 1:6 

    While communism promises a fair and better life for all, it never delivers. In 
the Soviet Union, the ideals of the people’s party were enforced with cruel and 
unusual punishments. The system of Gulags, prisons dispersed across the 
country’s vast and barren wastelands, subjected more than 18 million enemies 
of the state to forced labor and often painful deaths. Those whose only crime 
might have been a joke at the expense of a powerful official were cut off from 
their families, housed in appalling conditions, and fed a starvation diet of gruel 
and scraps of bread. Many never returned. 
    The camp officials would save their harshest treatment for the religious 
prisoners unleashing penalties, tortures, and sexual assaults to destroy any 
remaining humanity in them. Christians bore some of the worst treatment, but 
even the horrors of the Gulag could not defeat those believers who were 
sustained by their certainty of God’s love for them. They not only endured the 
camps, they infused their cells and blocks with the love of Christ. They refused 
to let their struggles corrupt them by cheating their fellow prisoners, 
collaborating with the guards, or bullying their way to the basic necessities of 
life.  
    In spite of all their suffering, these believers continued to see their worth in 
Christ, not in the brutal treatment of their captors. They knew that victory could 
still come not only for them but also for their tormenters who desperately needed 
God’s forgiveness. Reflecting upon his ordeal, Father Roman Braga said, “God 
bless the torturers, if there are still alive some of them. I forgave them at that 
time… Jesus on the Cross forgave them… they don’t know what they do… We 
forgive them because we want them to come to God and become people.” After 
thirty years in various Soviet prisons and camps, Father Tavrion Batozsky, 
exclaimed, “If you only knew how grateful I am God for my wonderful life!”  
    In the darkness of Communist work camps, beaten-down believers clung to 
hope even though there was no visible reason to be hopeful. While most of us 
have never experienced the horrors they faced, we have reached moments of 
hopelessness. When setbacks come one after the other, we wonder if life will 
ever get better. We feel defeated and worry victory will never come.  
    Two thousand years ago, the Lord called Peter to reach out to a group of 
Christ-followers who felt trapped in the jaws of defeat. Their new faith had 
caused them to be persecuted, driven from their homes and dispersed 
throughout the known world. They had lost everything and feared God had 
turned His back on them. To an audience who only saw defeat, Peter wrote to 
them about victory, triumphs that were and are “imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading.”  
    Over the next few weeks, we are going to explore what it means to live a 
Victorious life in the midst of a defeated world. Read 1 Peter 1:1-12 and join us 
as we discover that no matter how dark your days are, you can still live 
victoriously in Christ.   



Tuesday – Rejoicing in Hope… 
By George Volpe 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”  
Romans 12:12 

    The comedian Mel Brooks said “Hope for the best. Expect the worst. Life is a 
play. We're unrehearsed.” 

    The world says that hope is merely a fond wish or desire. It’s like guessing at 
the unknown. But the words used for hope in the Bible tell a different story. They 
teach us that hope is “A deep settled confidence that God will keep His 
promises.” 

    Every day we are hoping for victories. It could be as small as making a good 
cup of coffee or as big as watching a loved one open her eyes from a coma. 
Some things we can control, and others we cannot. If we have some control of 
the outcome, like when we face an exam in school, we can study hard and do 
our best but until we know the results, we often resign ourselves to failure in 
order to protect ourselves in advance from painful disappointment.  

    To cope with outcomes we cannot control we also prepare ourselves by 
accepting that the worst might happen. And there are plenty of times that we do 
not have control at all. Those are the times that truly test our trust that God has 
the best for us regardless of the circumstances that unfold. But it is easy to 
follow the saying: “hope for the best, but prepare for the worst.” So how do you 
keep hope alive when the road is getting bumpy and you cannot tell what’s 
coming?  

    When we use the word hope we usually are expressing uncertainty. “Biblical 
hope not only desires something good for the future, it expects it to happen. 
When the Word says ‘Hope in God!’ it does not mean, ‘Cross your fingers.’ It 
means, to use the words of William Carey, ‘Expect great things from God.’” 
(John Piper) 

    A Christian’s hope in the promises of God is something that should never 
waver because it is rooted in the faithfulness of God. It is as good as already 
accomplished, and it is not altered by the circumstances of life. Through the 
most difficult of times so many people who have suffered so much have grown 
even closer to God. The greatest victories are not measured by the gains in our 
physical comfort and temporal strength. They blossom in weakness and an 
unshakeable eternal vision. The victory of the Savior over death and Hell gives 
the Christian a “living hope” and a final victory that will never fade away.  

    What do your hopes reveal about you? Are you focused on the hopes of this 
world? Or are you hoping you will be victorious in fulfilling the plan God has for 
your life, regardless of the storms ahead? Read 1 Peter 1:13-21.  



Wednesday – Seeing Again for the First Time 
By Kel Cunard 

“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial…” James 1:12 

    Since being injured in a chemical explosion at age three, Michael May had 
been blind for 42 years. In 1999, he was given the gift of sight through a 
revolutionary transplant surgery. At the time of his surgery, there had been 
about 40 people worldwide who had their sight surgically restored after being 
blind for most of their lives. Most of them followed a similar pattern: euphoria at 
first, followed by intense frustration as they struggled to navigate the huge 
learning curve of adjusting to life with sight. They couldn't perceive depth, height 
or distance. Detecting gender or reading facial expressions eluded them. The 
patients and their families were often crushed by the slowness of the 
transformation.  

    Michael May experienced a different result by approaching his new normal 
with an attitude of adventure. "Even as he left the hospital, May peppered his 
wife with questions: 'What's this? What's that? Is that a step? Is that a flower? 
That's a painting? Let me feel it. Can I touch that plant? Let me touch a car.' He 
rode elevators over and over again for the sheer pleasure of finding the hotel 
lobby after the ride. He played catch with his son, horribly missing many balls 
before he finally got the hang of it. Previous patients had felt discouraged or 
even depressed by this long, slow transformation to the new reality of sight. But 
May told himself that this was part of the adventure, that the leap forward wasn't 
really a leap at all if everything felt safe. He had never considered the possibility 
of seeing again, and ventured into his newfound sight ready to learn, grow, and 
change." 

    In 1 Peter 1, we are told to “rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your 
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, 
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 

     Read James 1:1-18. When we surrender our lives to Christ, we are given 
spiritual sight for the first time. Along with our newfound joy, we also embark on 
a steep and sometimes difficult learning curve that can be discouraging and 
disorienting. The Lord allows the trials of life to refine and prepare us for future 
service. We can be tempted to lose heart and fall short in our development, but 
by relying on His strength, we can grow to clearly see God's good, pleasing and 
perfect will. Even though today might feel like defeat, God can use those very 
circumstances to prepare you for tomorrow’s victory.   



Thursday – Learning to Walk Again 
By Cathy Slusser 

“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy  
of the calling to which you have been called.” Ephesians 4:1 

    On May 9, I had bilateral knee replacement surgery. Yes, both knees 
replaced. Not because I am so brave as many people assume, but because I 
am a chicken and knew I would never go back the second time if I did them 
separately.  

    Despite my low tolerance for pain medicines and dangerously low blood 
pressure after surgery, the hardest part of the procedure was not getting the 
new knees. It was teaching my old muscles to work together with the new joints. 
After more than three years of painful walking because I had no cartilage left in 
either knee, my thighs and calves were used to compensating so as to avoid the 
knee pain while the muscles directly attached to my knees were slackers not 
working at all.  

    Four hours after surgery, when the nurses announced it was time for me to 
get up and stand, my legs said, “Say what?” While the new knee joints were 
unconcerned, the slacker muscles refused to engage and the ones who had 

been in charge were reluctant to give up their 
power. Pain radiated, not from my joint or 
incision as I had expected but from my shins 
and hamstrings.  

    A week after surgery and with lots of 
intense physical therapy forcing my muscles 
to learn new ways to work, everything finally 

started cooperating. A day later, I could walk on my own without the assistance 
of a walker.  

    Despite advances in modern medicine, I really think of it as a miracle. As a 
friend pointed out, equivalent to the man who Jesus told to take up his mat and 
walk. Yet despite all the hard work, I still struggle with returning to my old 
walking patterns. I have no need to limp, avoid bending my legs or let my right 
leg swing out to the side, but if I do not pay attention, I will. Why? Because my 
brain still anticipates pain and has not yet learned that I am healed.  

    Many times, I think that is the way with our Christian walk. We hold on to old 
habits or ways of thinking even though we want to follow Christ. We think of 
ourselves as broken though Jesus died to make us whole. Jesus calls us to walk 
worthy because we are now His. It is a constant battle, but one that can be won 
if our hope is in Him.  

    Read Ephesians 4:1-7. How does Paul describe a “worthy walk”? Why should 
we walk worthily? List all the “ones” in these verses. How do all those “ones” 
give us a reason to walk worthy? What do they all add up to? (see verse 7.)   

When it was time 
for me to get up 
and stand, my legs 
said, “Say what?” 



Friday – Perfection…  
An excerpt from an article by pastor and author Matt Chandler  
(See the full article at www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/articles/ 

perfection-the-olympics-and-our-future-hope) 

    In 1973, Secretariat won horse racing’s Triple Crown by taking the Belmont 
Stakes in New York by a preposterous 31 lengths. How could a single beast 
gallop that much faster than all the other beasts? He was called “a tremendous 
machine” by CBS announcer Chic Anderson on the broadcast. 
    In an ESPN SportsCentury episode produced 25 years later, it was revealed 
that Jack Nicklaus, widely regarded as the greatest golfer of all time, was 
unnerved by Secretariat, the greatest horse of all time, running the Belmont. A 
horse racing commentator named Heywood Hale Brown told the tale of what 
Nicklaus later relayed to him: that Nicklaus stood alone in his living room, 
watching the race, and cried. 
   Heywood said to Nicklaus, “Jack, don’t you understand? All your life in your 
game you’ve been striving for perfection. At the end of the Belmont, you saw it.” 
    This exchange has never left me. I’ve seen it and listened to it maybe two 
dozen times over the last 15 years, and every time it reminds me of our future 
as Christians. As Genesis 1:27 reminds us, we were created for future 
perfection in the shadow of the only perfect creature in history—Jesus Christ—
as humans made in the image of God. 
   What our world often confuses is the timing of this perfection. There is nothing 
wrong with the pursuit of perfection on earth as long as we know we will never 
achieve it. But so many athletes and performers make this pursuit their entire 
lives. Even their gods. This is what the economics of our entire entertainment 
culture is built on… 
    What is more enthralling for sports fans than a golfer trying to shoot 59 in a 
pro event or a quarterback completing his first 20 passes in an NFL game or an 
NBA superstar scoring 35 points in the first quarter of a huge contest? Not a lot, 
and you should not question why you are captivated by these performances 
when you watch. As a Christian, you are catching glimpses of an overwhelming 
future reality. 
    As image bearers of God, we innately seek out perfection. It is part of our 
DNA. We sweat for it in our own lives and are brought to tears as Nicklaus was 
when we witness even a fleeting glimpse of it, even in the lives of animals. 
Whether it’s a perfect note hit by our favorite musician or the greatest meal we 
have ever eaten, these events have the ability to bring us to our knees… 
    No matter how perfect any human feat is for 10 seconds or 20 seconds or 
even 3 minutes, it pales in comparison to the radiant beauty of Jesus Christ, 
who will shine for all eternity in a blazing perfect glory that will make that torch in 
Rio seem like a dull candle. Thus it will be for those who believe in Christ Jesus. 
Perfection is imminent, but it will not be attained in a stadium, on a stage or, 
indeed, here on earth at all. 

  



Weekend – Set Apart 
By Kel Cunard  

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16 

    The past year has been filled with amazing victories. The Patriots came back 
from a 25 point deficit to beat the Atlanta Falcons in the Super Bowl. After being 
on the brink of elimination, Lebron James and the Cleveland Cavaliers won 
three games in a row to claim the NBA Championship over the Golden State 
Warriors. And longsuffering Chicago Cubs fans got to watch their beloved team 
come back from a 3-1 deficit to win the World Series, their first in more than a 
century.  
    As humans, we love victories, but we are more familiar with defeats. It is 
easier to identify with 108 years of Cubs’ futility than their historic and 
remarkable comeback win. We know all about defeat, and when Jesus said “in 
this world you will have trouble,” we know from experience He wasn’t kidding. 
(John 16:33) 
    We witness these great victories on the field, and we’d like to see a few of 
them in our lives. But if we want what no one has, we have to do what no one 
does. We may be all too familiar with losing, but if we want victory in the midst of 
defeat, we have to live an unfamiliar life. This world is going to be filled with 
trouble, so our lives must be set apart from the world.  
    Writing to a group of Christians trying to endure the storms of life, Peter 
reminded them to be holy, set apart, and different than the rest of the world. He 
encouraged them to put their hope in the certain victory of Jesus who has 
already “overcome the world.” Read 1 Peter 1:13-2:3 and join us the weekend 
as we continue to discover how to live a Victorious life.  
  

Pray for the World: Mongolia 
   Lying between Russia, and China, Mongolia is home to 2.7 million people. While 
only one percent of the population are Evangelical Christians, there have been 
steady gains. In 1989 there may have been only four Mongolian Christians. By 
2000, there was an estimated community of 8,000 to 10,000. Today, there are over 
40,000 believers in hundreds of churches and groups, meeting in most parts of the 
country. 
   The nation’s difficult economic situation, a major challenge for the government, 
deeply affects every aspect of life – employment, education, children’s welfare and 
others. The very feasibility of traditional nomadic pastoralism is under threat. 
“Insider capitalism” yields great wealth for a few but gripping poverty for many 
others. Failing to address this adequately has already caused the collapse of one 
government. Pray that the leaders of Mongolia might rule with fairness and wisdom. 

(Taken from operationworld.org) 
 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 33 and consider all the 
moments in life when you have tasted and seen that the Lord is God. Thank Him for 
His faithfulness.  
 



  



 


