
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – June 4, 2017 
Victorious: 

Live Like You’re Winning 
1 Peter 1:13-2:3 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 74 

 Monday 
• Ecclesiastes 1-2 
• Philippians 2:1-18 
• Psalm 84 

 Tuesday 
• Ecclesiastes 3-4 
• Philippians 2:19-30 
• Psalm 85 

 Wednesday 
• Ecclesiastes 5-6 
• Philippians 3:1-11 
• Psalm 86 

 Thursday 
• Ecclesiastes 7-8 
• Philippians 3:12-4:9 
• Psalm 87 

 Friday 
• Ecclesiastes 9-10 
• Philippians 4:10-23 
• Psalm 88:1-6 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are examples of behaviors and activities that people say or do that they 

wish they could stop? 

• How have you seen the way you think effect the way you act? Can you give any 
examples from your life or the lives of others? 

• What advice does Peter give in verse 13 for controlling your thinking? 

• What does it mean to be holy? (Verse 15-16) 

• In chapter 2:1-3 Peter gives a list of actions 
you are to ‘put away’. What connection is 
there between this list and the way we think? 

• What stands in your way from finding victory 
over those behaviors that you can’t stop? 



Monday – Practice like You Play 
By Kel Cunard 

“...preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded...” 1 Peter 1:13 

    This week, the greatest basketball players in the world will square off in the 
NBA Championship. While many of them possess freakish physical gifts, their 
expertise is the product of practice. They have spent hours in the gym shooting 
shot after shot so their minds and bodies will know what to do when the game is 
on the line.  

    Just as you play like you practice, you also live like you think. Every action 
begins as a thought, so to live differently, you have to think differently. More 
specifically, if you want to live victoriously, you have to let Christ have victory 
over your thoughts.  

    This victory begins with salvation. Without Jesus, we are sinners and our 
defeat is as certain as our destruction. But once we surrender our lives to Christ 
and trust in His death on the cross to pay the price for our sins, we are brought 
from death to life and something remarkable happens within us. Jesus said, “If 
anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our home with him.” (John 14:23) Once we are saved, 
our hearts and minds become God’s home.  

    And make no mistake about it, He comes in to establish control. He invades 
every nook and cranny to root out any thoughts that are contrary to His truth. He 
makes a home in us so we can live victoriously through Him. Then we can 
“...destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of 
God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5) 

    Read 1 Peter 1:13-2:3. As Peter was writing to a group of persecuted 
believers, he reminded them that victory was possible even when they were 
overwhelmed by the signs of defeat. However, victorious actions would have to 
begin as victorious thoughts, thoughts that were based on the freedom Jesus 
won on the cross. In order to help us and our ancient brothers and sisters know 
if we are thinking correctly, Peter recommended a new wardrobe.  

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all 
slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 

    Putting away means we should take off the thoughts that lead to a defeated 
life, discard those things that look nothing like Jesus. If our minds are filled with 
malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander, our lives will be filled with conflict, 
contempt and defeat. There are moments in our lives when we wonder if life 
could get any worse, but the Bible tells us our only response to bad conditions is 
to fill our hearts and minds with better thoughts. Our route to victory is found in 
the surrender of our minds to Christ.  



Tuesday – Conforming or Transforming 
By George Volpe 

“As children of obedience, not conforming yourselves according to your 
 former lusts as in your ignorance, but just as he who called you is holy, 

you yourselves also be holy in all of your behavior; because it 
is written, “You shall be holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:14-16 

    Living a victorious life is living a life that pleases God. It means knowing the 
truth, having a close relationship with God, and happily obeying God. It does not 
depend on circumstances. Of course the world would disagree.  

    We are not born into victorious living. We are born selfish and sinful, 
rebellious and ignorant of the truth.  Becoming a child of God is a victorious 
event in itself, but does not guarantee a victorious life. In fact, many Christians 
have good intentions, but find it difficult to yield to the will of God, and 
sometimes end up living defeated lives trying to please themselves and others 
while leaving God what is left of their energy, resources and devotion.  

    The path of least resistance in life is to do what is natural and to conform to 
the pressure of the world around us. But this fallen world, blinded and broken by 
sin, does not know God. The world works to justify itself while dishonoring and 
ignoring its maker. It seeks to bring all men under the lawlessness of darkness, 
encouraging indulgence and agreement with the disgracefulness of sin.  

    A Christian who blends in every way with the world is camouflaged so that his 
God is not seen, and the world is promoted even in his silence. If we embrace 
the world’s thinking, we float down the river of life, caught in a powerful and 
destructive current that starves our soul and hides the Gospel from a lost and 
dying world.  

    In Jesus’ prayer to His Father He said, “Sanctify them in Your truth. Your 
word is truth.” The word for sanctify is the same word used for saint and holy. 
Jesus was praying to “set us apart” from the world—by the truth of the word of 
God. In the verse just before this He said, “They (we) are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world.”   

    In order to live in the world but not of the world we need to be transformed so 
that we no longer think or act like the world. If we are guided by God’s word, 
renewing our minds daily in agreement with God’s truth, and listening and 
yielding to the spirit of God, we will live different from the world. Only then can 
we experience the power and grace of God Who will transform us and set us 
apart for victorious living. Read 1 Peter 1:13-16. 

 



Wednesday – Walk in Holiness 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16 

    God’s grace is a beautiful gift. All throughout scripture, we find man rebelling, 
falling short, and making disobedient choices. While there are consequences 
that accompany these, God continually comes back to man with compassion. In 
His greatest act of compassion, The Lord sent Jesus as a sacrificial lamb and 
He became the final sacrifice to pardon the sins of mankind and satisfy the 
wrath of His Father. If we believe in Jesus and put our trust in Him as our 
Savior, we accept God’s free gift of grace. Contrarily, if we reject Jesus we 
receive the wrath of God over our sins on judgment day as He says “depart from 
me!” – to an eternity in Hell.  

    If one chooses to trust in Jesus and become a Christian, transformation then 
occurs. Read Ephesians 4:21-24. We are instructed to leave behind our old way 
of life, and clothe ourselves in a new life of righteousness and holiness.   
    The Bible also reiterates this in 1 Peter 1:14-16, “As obedient children, do not 
be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as He who has 
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, ‘You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.’” As children of God, we are commanded to walk in 
holiness. Is there continual transformation into righteousness and holiness 
occurring in you? If you claim to be a Christian but habitual sins have become a 
normal part of your life, you're being disobedient to God’s Word. We require 
discipline to do the work set out for us by our Father. Repent, and cut out that 
which does not produce good fruit in your life. 

    If indeed you have been truly saved, your life will be continually transforming 
to look more like the holiness of God. The Bible explains a way for us to do this; 
it says to “long for pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation.” 
(1 Peter 2:2) Being taught by pastors and teachers is biblical and should be 
done, but these verses say we should also long for pure spiritual milk. God’s 
Word and God’s voice are the purest forms of spiritual milk I have found.  The 
Lord refines in many ways, but it’s through the personal reading of His Word and 
prayer that has produced the most growth in my own life.  

    Are you continually being transformed by the renewal of your mind through 
the spiritual milk given by your Father in Heaven? It is only the Lord who can 
refine us, but sometimes that requires action and discipline on our end as well.  
Please, make it a habit to commune with God through prayer and the reading of 
His Word. God loves you, and desires for you to walk in holiness.  



Thursday – Be Different 
By Nick Molick 

“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God.” 1 Peter 1:23 

    Being different has always been celebrated in society, but maybe never as 

much as it is now. It seems that everything about worldliness that is different 

from God’s truth is championed and celebrated, while we see God’s truth held in 

regard, minimalized, or degenerated. We are seeing this happen at such an 

alarming rate, that it is tough to keep up with society’s “acceptable” thought of 

the day on topics such as marriage, gender, and family. All of this can lead us to 

the false premise of “being of the world is always good, no matter what it looks 

like”.  

    Peter reminds us in this week’s study that we as believers are called to be 

different from the world we are in. But in such a way as to affirm the truths the 

Bible has blessed us with.  It is important to note that in verse 13 Peter implores 

us to prepare our minds for action, be self-controlled and know that our hope is 

in Christ. These tenants alone if obeyed would make us very different than the 

world around us. As you hear the news this week try to identify the people who 

are showing self-control, putting their hope in Christ and proving they have a 

mind prepared for action. The percentage of people populating these categories 

is seemingly growing smaller by the day in this world. 

    Some of the reasons that the number may be dwindling is that we, the 

church, do not either live by these principles that Peter lays out or we do not 

champion them to the point where those around us take notice. Read the 

opening verses of 1 Peter 2. Have we rid ourselves of all malice, deceit, 

hypocrisy, envy and slander? OK, so we agree we have an opportunity or two 

for improvement on at least one of these. But that does not mean that we do not 

continue to strive for these with God’s help and implore others to do the same 

so that the name of Christ can be known to the world around us. Being different 

is not being perfect and it is not standing in polar opposition to what was once 

held as truth. Being different in God’s eyes is having our hope set on Him, 

striving for more of Him and less of ourselves in our characters, and refusing to 

forget that we have been purchased with a great and holy price.  

Soli Deo Gloria. 

 



Friday – A World at War 
By Kel Cunard 

“As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions  
of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy,  

you also be holy in all your conduct...” 1 Peter 1:14–15 

    Is there any good news to report? Everywhere we turn we find division and 
destruction. Our nation seems determined to tear itself apart from within while 
the enemies of freedom kill and maim the innocent around the world. We are 
certainly living in turbulent times.  

    While preaching in Oxford in 1939, C.S. Lewis reflected on a world at war. 
The second great global conflict was well underway, and one of the greatest 
minds to ever follow Christ shared a surprising perspective on how believers 
should respond to a world gone mad. 

   War does do something to death. It forces us to remember it. The only 
reason why the cancer at 60 or the paralysis at 75 do not bother us is that 
we forget them. War makes death real to us: and that would have been 
regarded as one of its blessings by most of the Christians of the past. They 
thought it good for us to be always aware of our mortality. I am inclined to 
think they were right. All the animal life in us, all schemes of happiness 
that centered in this world, were always doomed to a final frustration. In 
ordinary times only a wise man can realize it. 

   Now the stupidest of us knows. We see unmistakably the sort of 
universe in which we have all along been living, and must come to terms 
with it. If we had foolish un-Christian hopes about human culture, they are 
now shattered. If we thought we were building up a heaven on earth, if we 
looked for something that would turn the present world from a place of 
pilgrimage into a permanent city satisfying the soul of man, we are 
disillusioned, and not a moment too soon. 

    It’s hard to look at this world and see any hope of victory, at least any triumph 
by the hands of humans. Our fallen human hearts wrecked it, and we continue 
to sprint headlong toward our own destruction. A flawed system will never be 
fixed from within. It takes outside forces to fix inside problems.  

    In the midst of so much defeat, there is hope. Read 1 Peter 1:13-21. Those of 
us who have been redeemed can point to a solution that is not bound by the 
brokenness of this world. We can hope in a Savior who can and will establish a 
permanent fix that will satisfy the souls of man.  

    So when you see a world in pain, take it as an opportunity to point the way to 
the cross. You live and work near people who have no idea how to respond to a 
world at war. They are lost and lonely and hopeless, but you can point them to a 
place where death brought life and defeat ended in victory.  



Weekend – Submit and Surrender 
By Kel Cunard  

“Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution…” 1 Peter 2:13 

    Children speak their first word somewhere around their first birthday. By age 
two, their little minds and mouths are able to say about 250 words. By three, 
their vocabulary can pass a thousand, and by the time they enter school, they 
already know 5,000 words.  

    As adults, we regularly use around 25,000 words, but the last two we ever 
master are submit and surrender. From birth, our sin nature hardwires us to 
rebel and resist. Kids don’t need lessons on how to tell their moms and dads 
NO! It just comes naturally. No one teaches toddlers to run away from their 
parents. The behavior is not only innate; it is delightful. Little ones smile and 
laugh as they run away from the safest place they’ve ever known.  

    This resistance to submission causes a lot of pain in our lives. Much of the 
defeat we experience is self-inflicted, but there is a better way. Read 1 Peter 
2:11-3:7 and join us this weekend as we discover how victory can come through 
surrender.  

 

 
  

Pray for the World: Morocco 
    Morocco is located on the Northwest corner of Africa. Zero percent of the 
population are Evangelical Christian. In a population of almost 33 million people, 
only 4,774 Evangelicals reside in the country.  

    Stability and relative openness make Morocco one of the West’s most favored 
Arab nations. Yet, a troubled past and uncertain future makes for challenges. 
Economic growth is essential to care for and give hope to the burgeoning young 
population, and the deeply sensitive and controversial issue of Western Sahara 
continues to stand between Morocco and better foreign relations. Pray for wisdom 
for the government, that policies and planning might establish justice, fairness and 
openness. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 34 as you prepare for worship this morning. The eyes of the Lord 
are toward the righteous and His ears toward their cry. Give thanks to the God who 
hears the cries of His children! Don’t lose heart in prayer if you haven’t yet seen His 
answer, keep steadfast in prayer.  



 
  



 


