
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – June 11, 2017 
Victorious: 

Winning Respect 
1 Peter 2:11-3:7 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 75 

 Monday 
• Ecclesiastes 11-12 
• Colossians 1:1-23 
• Psalm 88:7-18 

 Tuesday 
• Song of Solomon 1-2 
• Colossians 1:24-2:5 
• Psalm 89:1-15 

 Wednesday 
• Song of Solomon 3:1-6:1 
• Colossians 2:6-23 
• Psalm 89:16-35 

 Thursday 
• Song of Solomon 6:2-8:14 
• Colossians 3:1-17 
• Psalm 89:36-41 

 Friday 
• Isaiah 1 
• Colossians 3:18-4:1 
• Psalm 89:42-52 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What examples can you give where things are going crazy around the world, 

in work places, and in homes? 

• Why does it seem the world is moving further from the things of God? What 
examples can you give to back up your observation? 

• Why does God tell us to respect the government? What is the biggest 
hindrance keeping you from respecting the government? What ways have you 
shown disrespect? 

• Why does God tell us to show respect in our 
places of work? What is the hardest part of 
your environment to show respect? What 
ways have you shown disrespect?  

• Why does God tell us to respect our 
husbands and wives? What is the hardest 
thing to respect in your marriage? Where 
have you shown disrespect? 

• How can you start showing respect toward 
the government, your workplace, and your 
spouse? 

• What happens when we show respect to the 
people and institutions that may not deserve 
our respect? (see 1 Peter 2:20) 



Monday – Making Music 
By Kel Cunard 

“Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution...” 1 Peter 2:13 

    From classical masterpieces by Beethoven or Mozart to sweeping scores 
from our favorite movies by John Williams or Hans Zimmer, there is nothing like 
beautiful music from an accomplished orchestra.  

    In his book Up with Authority, Victor Lee Austin uses the analogy of an 
orchestra to explain our need for human authority. Imagine an orchestra arriving 
for rehearsal, and the conductor was not present. Each musician would have 
their own answer to simple questions like “What songs should we include at the 
next concert?” or “How should we interpret this piece?” or even “What should we 
practice today?” All those diverse opinions would be individually reasonable and 
collectively incompatible with each other.  

    Imagine the teeth-grinding cacophony that would result if the woodwinds 
played one song as the brass section played another, or if each musician 
decided to play what was right to him or her. It would almost sound as bad as 
me playing any instrument.  

   If the orchestra is to perform coherently, if the musicians want to perform 
music rather than just make noise, somebody has to have authority to 
decide. By submitting to the authority of a conductor, individual musicians 
attain musical expression they could never realize individually or even as a 
collection of free-wheeling players. Authority is necessary for classical 
musicians to bring musical fulfillment to others. …The conductor's authority 
yields "a greater degree of human flourishing than we would have from the 
musicians separately or individually." What is true for orchestras is true for 
human life in general. 

    Orchestras need conductors because musicians can only make music when 
they play together. By the same token, humans need authority because anarchy 
always breeds chaos and pain. To that end, the Lord has established some 
conductors in our lives. Read 1 Peter 2:11-3:7.  

    Consider the most defeating moments of the past year. I imagine many of 
them had to do with your frustration with and resistance to the authorities in your 
life. The government and our employers (masters) are imperfect, but they have 
been placed in our lives by a perfect God. They are His idea “to punish those 
who do evil and to praise those who do good.” (v. 14) Their imperfections can 
become infuriating, but we are told to still defer to their leadership. Our 
submission is not based on their flawlessness but on our Heavenly Father’s 
love. No matter what conductors He places in our lives, He is the One in control 
and we can trust Him no matter what. 



Tuesday – 

By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 
“Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers,  

fear God, honor the emperor.” 1 Peter 2:17 

    Probably one of the least favored words in our culture is submission. 
Generally, people don’t like the idea of yielding to the will or authority of 
someone else. I don’t have factual evidence to back up my opinion, but one 
can’t help but observe the lack of submission our society practices as a whole 
(violent riots and protests, nasty online comments about various leaders, the 
rise of radical/emasculating feminism, etc.). I would expect disrespect towards 
authority from unbelievers, for they don’t know they’re being wicked. However, 
when lack of respect and submission comes from Christians there’s a bigger 
problem. If we cannot respect earthly authority in our lives, will we truly be able 
to submit to the Heavenly authority of God? 

    There is corruption everywhere on earth, because we live in a sinful society. 
Spouses might act dishonorably, bosses may be ruthless, and our government 
could instill horrible ideas. Big surprises there, I’m sure. While the actions of 
others may often be unfair or unjust in our eyes, what does scripture have to say 
about our reaction to authority? Read 1 Peter 2:13-3:7. 

    We are instructed to submit ourselves to all authority, our masters, and our 
spouses – for the Lord’s sake. We also find that we are to submit, whether they 
are “good and considerate, or harsh.” Christ suffered under authority, and there 
could be a time when we are to walk in His steps. This passage recounts 
Jesus’s amazing reaction when He was sentenced and crucified by the religious 
leaders, “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly.” (1 Peter 2:23) 

    As a follower of Christ, someone who lives according to how He lived, how 
then are we to respond to authority? Whether those authorities are oppressive 
or empowering, how then as God’s child will you respond to them? I might add 
that sometimes authority in our lives asks us to do things that go against the 
Lord’s instruction for us in His Word. When this is the case, we are to submit to 
our higher authority (God) while still being respectful to our earthly authority. We 
are one day to give an account to the Lord for how we treated others, and for 
every word that came for our lips.  

    Submitting respectfully to our earthly authority (spouses, bosses, and 
government) is biblical and honoring to the Lord. There is no place for malice or 
slander, and there is no anonymity with God. He who is faithful with a little can 
be entrusted with a lot – those who are able to submit the authorities over them 
on earth are able to submit to the much more supreme authority of God. Truth 
be told, the Lord will not always call you to do things that seem fair or fun in your 
eyes, but He is always just, always righteous, and always trustworthy. What is 
He asking you to submit to today? 



Wednesday – Stretch! 
By Cathy Slusser 

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.” Psalm 28:7 

    Before my knee surgery, I could not have differentiated between Occupational 
and Physical Therapy.  They both have their purposes.  Occupational Therapy, 
or OT, helps people to accomplish or regain the skills of everyday living.  In one 
hour of OT a day, I learned to put on my own shoes and socks, take a shower, 
get in and out of bed, maneuver in the kitchen and make a bed.  All while 
holding onto a walker or other means of support. OT wasn’t too taxing. After the 
first day I learned to put my shoes on, but Physical Therapy was a different 
story.   

    In Physical Therapy, or PT, I learned to walk again, strengthened my legs and 
arms, stretched my muscles, climbed stairs and got in and out of a car. Most of 
the time, PT was brutal.  I felt like I was on a medieval torture rack being pulled 
apart.  In one session, I was so vocal, I joked I felt like Linda Blair in the 
Exorcist.  I noticed that everyone left the gym while I was yelling, too. They were 
probably afraid my head was about to spin around. But, the funny thing is that 
the therapists knew what they were doing.  Every time I finished PT, I thought I 
could run a marathon.  I felt so much better.    

    This is proof that stretching really is good for you.  Stretching in a different 
way is important to the church as well.  Being willing to take on different tasks, 
work with different people and stretch ourselves is important to our own spiritual 
health as well as the health of the church. The same people can’t always be in 
charge, or always do the work of the church.  It is not wise and it causes 
stagnation.  Accepting new ideas, ways of doing things, even incorporating 
cultural changes are important features of a healthy vibrant church.   

    When we are asked to take on something that we are not used to doing, how 
do we respond?  Do we trust God and the one asking that they see something in 
us that we don’t see?  Do we trust that we will be given the wisdom and strength 
to accomplish the task?  Stretch!  It is good for you!      

    Have you felt God calling you to stretch by doing something new?  Trust Him 
to provide what you need then, take that step in faith! 

  



Thursday – Can I Trust You? 
By George Volpe 

“For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.” Psalm 33:21 

     If I always think my way is the best way, I’m probably a control freak who 
doesn’t trust anyone. In reality, we control very little. It is God who has placed us 
here and has given us everything we see. He can also take it all away in a 
moment. He alone is in control and has a special reason for our lives. Why then 
do we have such a struggle trusting God? 

    It might be that we cannot trust someone we do not really know. Maybe we 
cannot trust because we haven’t taken the steps of faith required to let God 
show us He is trustworthy. Or rather, we cannot trust because we try to 
rationalize everything to our liking. 

    Our daily pathway is full of danger, but God has provided all the directional 
signs we need to be safe. We must simply believe Him, and trust His word no 
matter what.  

    The road of life is littered with broken down vehicles and journeys peppered 
with trouble and lost destinations. What once seemed like a joyous ride now 
seems like a battle that cannot be won. I’m talking about Christians. How easy it 
is to turn from our trust in God to an earthly death-grip of our own making when 
the promises of the world, the priorities of our hearts, and the enormity of our 
problems stand in the way. Our natural tendency is to trust ourselves first and 
only let go if we have a firm grip on some comfort rail of our making. 

    God never leaves us alone on this road trip. He not only gives us the 
guidance of His word, He also provides wisdom from others to help us through 
the tough times. Maybe God is speaking through someone like your friend or 
your spouse. Maybe they are trying to help you by telling you the truth.  

    Peter and his crew had fished all night and not caught a single fish. Worn out, 
pride bruised, and mentally exhausted, he had given up when his ship reached 
shore where Jesus was. Jesus told him to cast the net on the other side of the 
ship. Peter was a professional fisherman. This had been his life; his career. Now 
he had a decision to make. He could ignore the Lord like so many do today, or 
argue with Him. Or, he could trust Him completely and cast the net just as Jesus 
said. You probably know the rest of the story (John 21). 

    “It’s not about knowing it all, having it all, being it all, or doing it all. It’s about 
trusting God through it all.” Read Psalm 33. 

  



Friday – How Then Shall We Live? 
By Nick Molick 

“Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood 
of believers,  fear God, honor the king.” 1 Peter 2:17 

    Figuring out our place in life can be a struggle. We progress through various 
stages of responsibility and expectation, usually thinking about what is next and 
not necessarily enjoying the moment. In this progression, we are subject to 
different sets of rules and authorities that we usually meet with varying amounts 
of enthusiasm. The stern task master of a teacher is rarely appreciated until 
after the work is completed and the knowledge attained. The rules of the 
government are often fodder for us to lament, but we end up relenting and 
obeying. An overbearing boss at work grates on us and can lead to long term 
grumbling about our circumstances. So what does the word of God have to say 
about these all too real experiences? 

    In this week’s passage, we see Peter lay out for us how we are to persevere 
and thrive in situations where there are bosses, teachers, and authorities over 
us and how we can make much of Christ in the midst of all of this. In order to do 
this in a manner that is not merely white knuckling our way through it, we need 
to recognize a couple of important facts: Who we are and who God is. These 
two facts may seem simple enough or they may seem too obtuse to even 
mention. Either way, their importance cannot be overstated. God is God and the 
more readily we come to an awe-filled realization that puts us in our proper 
place in the cosmic pecking order, the better off we would be. 

    The authorities that are present in our lives are there by the grace of God. 
That fact should give us pause as we weigh whether to obey the new edict at 
the office or embark on fomenting a coup with a group of likeminded individuals. 
What Peter is telling us is that we are called to a life that submits to these God-
given authorities in such a way that it stands out to all around us. Literally we 
should be showing the love, obedience and discipline of Christ himself in our 
lives. The submission we show is in direct proportion to the trust we have in our 
God since He is the one who put them in power. Before we respond with our list 
of “yes, but” about the authorities in our lives, look at the model that Christ was 
for us in His most trying hour. Jesus did not point to the sin and hypocrisy 
despite the abundance that was surrounding him. Instead, Jesus trusted in His 
Father to be in control and to glorify Himself in the end.  

    How can you show submission in a Christ-like manner to the authorities in 
your life today?  



Weekend – The Final Countdown 
By Kel Cunard  

“The end of all things is at hand...” 1 Peter 4:7 

    The stands are packed with rabid fans. The championship game has been an 
epic battle, and victory for one side is only moments away. As the clock ticks 
down, the cheers grow louder and louder, and it feels as if the building will burst 
at the seams. And then thousands of individual voices merge into one clear 
cadence: “10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4…” It’s the final countdown to the end. One side 
knows their fate is sealed, and the agony of defeat is closing in. For the other 
side, it is a countdown to victory, the culmination of a season of struggles. There 
were moments along the way when it seemed success would never come, but 
as the countdown concludes, victory is certain and it is time to celebrate.  
    This world faces a similar countdown. The moment will come when time itself 
will be up. The trumpet will sound and Christ will appear and this game called 
life will come to an end. Where are we in that countdown? For you and those 
you love, is it a countdown to victory or defeat? 

    As Peter wrote to Christians who seemed to be staring down certain defeat, 
he reminded them that they were only moments away from certain victory. They 
lived as if the countdown was always near zero, and it changed the way they 
viewed their lives and their sufferings. Read 1 Peter 4:7-19 and join us this 
weekend as we can find victory in the certainty of Christ’s second coming. 
  

Pray for the World: Mozambique 
    The country of Mozambique is located in the southeastern region of Africa. About 
11 percent of Mozambique’s population is Evangelical Christian. The country has 
enjoyed peace since 1992 after 30 years of war, and the politicians have genuinely 
endeavored to maintain and build on this peace. The government has performed 
admirably in advancing the nation’s democratic, economic and religious freedom 
status.  
    However, Mozambique’s brokenness continues. After being shattered by 
colonialism and civil war, natural disasters and debt burdens, Mozambique remains 
one of the world’s poorest nations. Personal brokenness also persists as many 
have been traumatized by the violence and deprivation. Pray for an end to these 
major challenges the nation faces: natural disasters that burden regrowth and 
destroy lives, dependency on aid which stunts economic growth, and diseases that 
run rampant in the country. (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Meditate on God’s word in Psalm 35 this morning. His steadfast love extends to 
the Heavens, and His faithfulness reaches to the clouds. Reflect on the character of 
God outlined in this Psalm as you pray and entrust your day to Him. .  



 
 
  



 


