
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – July 9, 2017 
I Am: 

The Good Shepherd 

John 10:11 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 79 

 Monday 
 Isaiah 31-32 

 John 3:1-15 

 Psalm 104:16-35 

 Tuesday 
 Isaiah 33-35 

 John 3:16-36 

 Psalm 105:1-10 

 Wednesday 
 Isaiah 36:1-37:13 

 John 4:1-8 

 Psalm 105:11-25 

 Thursday 
 Isaiah 37:14-38:22 

 John 4:9-21 

 Psalm 105:26-45 

 Friday 
 Isaiah 39-40 

 John 4:22-45 

 Psalm 106:1-9 
 

Discussion Questions 

 What are common reasons that cause hearing loss? Why don’t people do more 
to prevent hearing loss? 

 What are reasons why people need to hear from God? What keeps them from 
hearing from Him? 

 How did shepherds coral their sheep at 
night? What was the purpose of doing this? 
Why did Jesus call Himself the door of this 
coral? 

 What did the shepherd do so the sheep 
would recognize him when he called? How 
are we to recognize the voice of Jesus? 

 What keeps us from getting to know the voice 
of Jesus through scripture? What are we 
missing out on because we won’t make time 
to get to know the voice of Jesus? 



Monday – The Good Shepherd 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“My sheep listen to my voice, I know them, and they follow me” John 10:27 

    Jesus called himself the good shepherd to illustrate how He cares for His 
people. In order to understand the full idea of what His role as our Shepherd 
looks like, we should first take a look at the description of a shepherd in that era. 
Here is a definition excerpt taken from Easton’s Bible Dictionary: 

“The duties of a shepherd in an unenclosed country like Palestine were very 
onerous. In early morning he led forth the flock from the fold, marching at its 

head to the spot where they were to be pastured. Here he watched them all day, 
taking care that none of the sheep strayed, and if any for a time eluded his 
watch and wandered away from the rest, seeking diligently till he found and 

brought it back. In those lands sheep require to be supplied regularly with water, 
and the shepherd for this purpose has to guide them either to some running 

stream or to wells dug in the wilderness and furnished with troughs. At night he 
brought the flock home to the fold, counting them as they passed under the rod 
at the door to assure himself that none were missing. Nor did his labors always 
end with sunset. Often he had to guard the fold through the dark hours from the 

attack of wild beasts, or the wily attempts of the prowling thief”  

    In the Biblical era, a shepherd spent majority of time with his flock, making 
sure they were nourished and protected. Sheep are characteristically 
unintelligent and often tend to wander away from the flock. However, a sheep 
would know their shepherd’s voice specifically, and following that voice would 
lead them back under the protection of their master and away from predators of 
which the might not be aware. The key picture to note here is that the sheep 
know their shepherd’s voice. 

    If Jesus is our good shepherd, and we are His sheep, we should apply this 
picture to our lives. Our Shepherd nourishes us with the spiritual sustenance we 
need to thrive. Our Good Shepherd also leads us into green pastures of peace, 
and rescues us from danger – with His voice. Remember how I mentioned you 
should note the fact that sheep know their shepherd’s voice specifically? It is 
because they spent time with him constantly, they were familiar with him. If 
following our Shepherd’s voice protects and sustains us, we need to know it. 
The more we spend time with the Lord, the more we will recognize His voice 
guiding our steps. A couple ways I most clearly hear the voice of the Lord are 
through prayer and silence (if I’m talking the whole time, am I giving Him a 
chance to speak?), the reading and study of His Word, and in worship. It is 
through the continual practice of these disciplines that I’ve received the most 
spiritual nourishment from the Lord, and have been given His direction and 
wisdom when making decisions.   

    Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice, I know them, and they follow me” in 
John 10:27. If we are never seeking His voice, how will we know it? If we don’t 
know His voice, how will we follow it? And if we are not following Jesus, who are 
we following? I encourage you today to seek His voice in your life. Allow Him to 
be your Shepherd, to stand guard over your life. He is your provider and 
protector, your watchman in darkness. In what ways can you make a habit of 
learning your Shepherd’s voice? 

  



Tuesday – How to Shepherd 
By Cathy Slusser 

“For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know all 

the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine.” Psalm 50:10-11 

 

    For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know all 

the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. Psalm 50:10-11 

    This summer, writer and illustrator, Julie Zickafoose is raising a baby blue jay 

left orphaned when it fell from its nest. In the beginning, Zickafoose could not 

leave the bird, named Jemima Jay, alone as she had to be fed every half hour. 

Zickafoose tended a tub of mealworms to feed Jemima and supplemented her 

diet with scrambled eggs and berries. As Jemima grew, Zickafoose increased 

the bird’s early attempts to fly with “exercises” utilizing a bird’s natural 

tendencies to want to be in the highest branch. Soon, Jemima was flying all over 

the house, from windowsill to couch, to chandelier to dining room table – where 

she stole watermelon off plates and entertained Zickafoose’s family and 

followers with chirps and song.  Jemima terrorized the family dog, tried to eat 

through electrical wires, pulled string out of the rugs and earned her nickname, 

“Flying Monkey”. When she deemed Jemima ready to be released, Zickafoose 

did it gradually, taking the now adolescent outside and staying with her. Then, 

she would leave the front door open so that Jemima could come back inside to 

avoid predators and rainstorms.  

    Jemima increased her time spent outdoors until she chose to stay outside all 

night. Zickafoose’s readers waited anxiously until word of Jemima’s safe return 

to the house the next morning. Though she still lives around Zickafoose’s house 

and sits on the clothesline to “help” with hanging laundry, Jemima is now an 

outside bird and is being adopted into a flock of blue jays.  

    Without Zickafoose’s assistance, Jemima would never have reached her full 

potential. In fact, she likely would have died. Zickafoose is a living example of a 

shepherd. Though Jemima is a jay and not a sheep, Zickafoose guided the bird 

into young adulthood and still watches over her protectively.  Jesus was a 

shepherd as well, not of sheep or blue jays, but of people.  

    As Christ followers, we should be shepherds as well. Who are you 

mentoring? There are people in need of your wisdom, attention and love.  Your 

life is worthless unless you are sharing it with others. Like Zickafoose, it requires 

sacrifice. You often have to set aside your own desires and time, but the 

rewards are eternal and life changing.   

    Read Psalm 50. Who does God rebuke? What does He ask of us? What 

better way to give thanksgiving and honor to God than to invest ourselves into 

others? Who has God put into your life that could use encouragement and love? 

Is there someone that you could mentor? Why or why not?   

 
 



Wednesday – Shepherd My Sheep 

By Amy Pilson 

“A second time he asked him, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’  

‘Yes, Lord,’ he said to him, ‘you know that I love you.’ 

 ‘Shepherd my sheep,’ he told him.”  John 21:16 

    I have always been drawn to the verse: “When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd.” Matthew 9:36. The Greek word for compassion used in the 

original text is splagchnizomai which means, to have the bowels yearn. The 

bowels were believed to be the seat of love and pity - maybe because these 

emotions are often felt so deeply? Regardless, Christ had compassion for the 

condition of the people. He was moved by their condition. 

    The Holman Christian Standard Bible uses the words, “weary” and “worn out” 

in place of “harassed” and “helpless.” Christ saw them as sheep without a 

shepherd, without someone to look after them and provide. He saw the 

condition of their hearts and souls. He looked beyond just their physical needs.  

(In Mark’s version of this, the feeding of the five thousand immediately follows. 

Mark 6:34-43)  

    Could it be that this scene came to mind when Jesus told Peter to “shepherd 

my sheep” in John 21:16? The first and the third time Jesus asks Peter if he 

loves Him and Peter replies yes, Jesus tells Peter to “tend” or “feed” His sheep 

or lambs. The same word is used in both those instances, but the second time 

He asks, He uses the word shepherd – a completely different word. One of the 

definitions of “shepherd” is to provide for the soul’s needs.  The difference is that 

to shepherd is to lead the sheep; to guide them; to minister to them.  

    In last week’s sermon, Pastor Kel talked about how we are to love the light 

and hate the dark; how we are to have hatred of sin and the things that grieve 

the heart of God? He also asked how others would know if we loved the light; 

that they would know because light is defined by what it does. If we love Christ, 

we are going to shepherd His sheep. The lost condition of the people is what 

grieves God.   

    Pastor Kel mentioned that there are about 200,000 unchurched people in 

Manatee County. Do we look around and see them as Christ saw the crowds on 

the hill that day? Do we have compassion for them? Are we willing to shepherd 

those people by leading them to the Good Shepherd who can meet the needs of 

their souls? 



Thursday – The Sheep of His Pasture 
By George Volpe 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd  

lays down his life for the sheep.” John 10:11 

    In our fast-paced technology-driven world, it might seem like backwards time 

travel to talk about shepherding sheep.  Though shepherding is still a part of our 

world, we don’t see it the same way as when it was commonplace in past 

centuries. But this humble occupation has significant lessons that apply to 

people of all time. 

    Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11a). We know Jesus is 

infinitely more than a shepherd. But here is God once again using simple 

comparisons with the familiar, to help people understand more about Him and 

His relationship with us. He calls us “the sheep of His pasture.”(Psalm 100:3) 

Let’s look at how Jesus compares to a shepherd, and how we compare to 

sheep. 

    Sheep need to know the shepherd’s identity. They recognize his face and his 

voice. They will not follow strangers. Even if different flocks mingle together, 

when the shepherd calls, his sheep leave the group and follow him—every time. 

We see Jesus through the pages of scripture and in our hearts. “Whom having 

not seen, you love…”(1 Peter 1:8). The day is coming when we will see Him 

face to face, and we will immediately know Him. 

    Sheep need to know they can trust the shepherd. They must be able to put 

their well-being and their very life in his hands. They don’t have to worry or try to 

control everything. They are confident that he is there day and night, and that he 

will never abandon them.  

    A shepherd knows that he has to lead the sheep. They are followers. He 

cannot push them, even though they are not always smart enough to know what 

is best for their welfare. God never pushes us, but rather His kindness and 

gentleness moves us to follow Him. His life is a perfect example for us to follow. 

    A shepherd is like a mother who will stand in the way of danger to protect little 

ones, even if the danger is overwhelming. But nothing can stand against Jesus. 

He did not just RISK His life for us, He GAVE His life freely, to save His sheep—

like you and me. Even sin and death could not overwhelm Jesus.  

    A good shepherd knows the needs of his sheep and he provides for them. 

Each of us has differing needs, yet God is intimately aware of them all. He 

provides what is best for each of us, all the time. Jesus is the best shepherd. He 

is the good Shepherd who knows us intimately and cares for us far more than 

we care for ourselves. Following Jesus is the most important direction we can 

take in this life. Read Matthew 18:11-14. 

 



Friday – The Lord is My Shepherd 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“Surely your goodness and love will follow me 

 all the days of my life” Psalm 23:6  

        Psalm 23 is a psalm of David exclaiming how God is his shepherd. Since 

shepherds are not as relevant in our culture today, we don’t always understand 

how wondrous it is that God would care for us as a shepherd does his flock. 

Read Psalm 23. 

    A shepherd’s role was to look after and meet the basic needs of his sheep; 

primarily in the realms of food, water, and safety. These, however, were no easy 

tasks to fulfill. Even getting a sheep to lie down, something that seems so 

simple, could be quite a lengthy process. In his book “A Shepherd Looks at 

Psalm 23”, Philip Keller explains: 

“Because of their very makeup, it is almost impossible for sheep to be made to 

lie down unless four requirements are met: 

1. They must be free of all fear. 

2. They must be free from friction among themselves. 

3. They must be free from the torment of pests – the maddening irritations 

of flies, insects, and what-have-you. 

4. They must be free from hunger; sheep won’t lie down while they feel in 

the need of finding food” 

    Simply getting a sheep to lie down is a huge ordeal in itself. While an earthly 

shepherd goes to great lengths to meet the smallest of physical needs of his 

flock, our Good Shepherd meets our needs even more abundantly. Not only is 

He provider of temporal needs, but also of spiritual needs. In Him, we truly “lack 

nothing” (v1) as He is able to fulfill every desire He created in us.  

    Most importantly, sheep of a flock always know the voice of their shepherd. It 

is what enables them to follow him and receive the care he can provide. Their 

shepherd’s voice brings them comfort and clarity, and provides courage as he 

leads them along any path.  

    This works the same way with Jesus, our Good Shepherd. How well do you 

know His voice? Take time to draw near to Him daily, and to learn His voice, 

resting securely in the fact that He is your good and perfect Shepherd. If you are 

His, be comforted by the fact that His goodness and love will follow you all the 

days of your life (v6.)   

 

 



Weekend – When We’re Sick 
By Kel Cunard 

“I am the resurrection and the life.” John 11:25 

    When we are sick, we want comfort and compassion from the people who 

love us. We want them to come to our aid, meet our needs, and make 

everything better (Especially when the male of the species is sick. We tend to be 

big babies.) How much more would you feel that way if Jesus was your beloved 

friend? When Lazarus fell ill, his sisters, Mary and Martha, sent word to Jesus. 

The three of them certainly expected Jesus to drop everything and come to their 

aid. After all, sickness in ancient times often led to death.  

    How did Jesus respond to this crisis? Did He immediately drop everything 

and come to their aid? No. Just the opposite. He proceeded to not move for two 

days, declaring, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so 

that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” But before this story ended, it 

would appear Jesus dead wrong.  

    Why was Christ so certain everything would turn out okay? As we continue to 

study the I AM statements of Jesus, read John 11 and join us this weekend as 

we encounter the One who is “the resurrection and the life.” 

 

 

  

Pray for the World: New Zealand 
    New Zealand consists of two mountainous islands that are southeast of Australia. 

About 18 percent of the population calls themselves Evangelicals. 

    New Zealanders are increasingly post-Christians and secular. Other religions are 

far less a threat to the Church than basic unbelief. The last 20 years have seen 

significant proportional decline among Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists and, to 

a lesser extent, Catholics. Those claiming to be non-religious increased from 1.1% 

in 1951 to 40.9% in 2010; at current rates of change, Christianity will cease to be 

the majority religion before 2020. Church attendance is also in decline. About 14% 

attend weekly; 40% of locals attended church in the past but no longer do so.  

    Pray for a further outpouring of the Spirit, effective training and discipleship tools 

for believers, and wisdom for the church. 

    (Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare for worship today, read and reflect upon Psalm 46. God is a 

strong tower, our constant help in time of need. Exalt His name in worship today as 

you remember His character and promises. 



 

  



 


