
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – July 16, 2017 
I Am: 

The Resurrection and The Life 

John 11:25 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 

2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 80 

 Monday 
 Isaiah 41 

 John 4:46-54 

 Psalm 106:10-22 

 Tuesday 
 Isaiah 42-43 

 John 5:1-17 

 Psalm 106:23-33 

 Wednesday 
 Isaiah 44 

 John 5:18-29 

 Psalm 106:34-48 

 Thursday 
 Isaiah 45-46 

 John 5:30-47 

 Psalm 107:1-7 

 Friday 
 Isaiah 47-48 

 John 6:1-15 

 Psalm 107:8-19 
 

Discussion Questions 

 How would you friends and family describe you when you’re sick? 

 Why do you think Jesus didn’t immediately go to help Lazarus? 

 Describe a time in your lie when you felt like God didn’t immediately respond to 
you request. 

 What concerns you most about dying? 

 How does knowing Jesus is “the resurrection 
and the life” change your view of death? 

 How can you use this week’s I AM statement 
to bring hope to people walking through 
difficult trials? 



Monday – Our Resurrection and Life 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“I am the resurrection and the life.” John 11:25 

    The story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead is a Bible story most are 

familiar with. In the story, Lazarus, a good friend of Jesus, became ill and died. 

When Jesus arrived at his tomb, He called out to Lazarus to “come out” from the 

grave, and that is exactly what Lazarus did. Christ, in His miracle-working 

power, literally resurrected Lazarus back to life.  

    Before He arrived at Lazarus’s tomb, Jesus comforted Martha, a sister of 

Lazarus, by explaining a statement about Himself to her. He says in John 

chapter 11, verse 25, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes 

in me will live, even though they die.” From their dialogue, it appears that Martha 

didn’t quite understand the connotations of what He was saying. So when Jesus 

then raises Lazarus from the dead, it gives a literal picture to accompany the 

spiritual description of Himself that he had spoken to her. 

    When Jesus gives this I Am statement of Himself, He was explaining His 

power to physically restore what is broken, as well as His power to do so 

spiritually. Just as Jesus physically resurrected Lazarus from the dead and 

brought him back to life, it is through Christ that we are spiritually resurrected 

from the death of our sin and brought into eternal life. 

    The Bible gives proof of this in 1 John 5:11-12. It says, “And this is the 

testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his son. Whoever has 

the son has life; whoever does not have the son does not have life.” 

    Jesus also physically resurrected, from death to life, three days after His 

crucifixion. His death paid the penalty for our sin, and His resurrection fulfilled 

the prophecy that He was God’s Son sent to bring God’s children into eternal 

life. It is through belief that Jesus is fully God and that His action on the cross 

ransomed our sin, and the submitting of ourselves to His power at work in our 

lives, that we are saved and given the “life” that Jesus talked about in John 

11:25. 

    He is the Resurrection and the Life. It is only in Him and through Him that we 

can be spiritually revived from our death in sin, and raised into eternal life with 

God. Do you personally know Jesus as the Resurrection and Life? If you believe 

Jesus to be your Resurrection and Life today, give Him thanks for what He’s 

done. Tell Him that you believe all that He was, and is, and is to come. 

Surrender your heart before Him in prayer, with mindfulness of His abundant 

mercy and grace towards you. Be sure to now study the Bible daily to learn 

more of His character, voice, commands, and love for you. 

  



Tuesday – Abundant Life 
By Cathy Slusser 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  

I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” John 10:10 

    A few weeks ago, Glen and I dashed away to Asheville, North Carolina for a 

short vacation. We had a lot to celebrate: our 36
th
 wedding anniversary, a 

successful knee surgery, and the publication of my fourth book. We also had a 

lot to recover from: rehab, family illnesses, the death of my horse and the stress 

of living life as the “sandwich” generation.  

    I splurged on reservations at the Sourwood Inn, halfway between Asheville 

and Weaverville. A few miles off the Blue Ridge Parkway at 3200 feet elevation, 

near Craggy Gardens, the Inn is a place to unplug from everything. I did not ask 

when I made the reservation, but there was no television, no Internet and limited 

cell phone service. Glen was taken aback at first, but soon came to enjoy the 

solitude.  

    When we weren’t exploring Asheville or Weaverville, we sat on the balcony of 

our room, felt the mountain breeze, watched the clouds change the colors of the 

mountains and listened to the birds sing. It was so restful that we felt like we left 

our cares in the parking lot of the Inn. It occurred to me that this is the kind of life 

Christ came to give us – the abundant life. A life filled with peace and joy, void of 

stress and turmoil. I don’t mean to imply that we have to run away to a remote 

location in order to have the abundant life. Most of us are stuck in the middle of 

a life that involves family, jobs, and traffic jams. But, even in the midst of those 

times when we are maxed out, we can chose to have the abundant life simply 

by focusing on the fact that Christ walks through it with us.  

    To have the abundant life, there must first be death. Not only Jesus’ sacrificial 

death, but we have to choose to let some things die. We have to set aside 

bitterness and anger, desire for perfection and jealousy. That also means, 

occasionally turning off our phones and the television, being still and listening for 

God’s voice.  If you can’t take a vacation, you can take a time out. Breathe. 

Exhale out the stale air, and take in new oxygen. Watch the birds that God cares 

for just like he cares for you. What do you need to set aside in order to receive 

the abundant life that Christ offers us?  

    Read John 10:1-10. Jesus is using a metaphor, a figure of speech, here, as 

he uses an image that the people of Israel would understand. Does Jesus say 

that troubled times (thieves, robbers) disappear in His presence or does He say 

that we will be safe and secure with Him? What did the sheep have to give up 

as they choose to go through the door to safety? What does the abundant life 

mean to you? What do you have to give up to find it?   

 



Wednesday – Death Sentence 

By Amy Pilson 

“Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death, so that we would 

not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead. He has delivered us from 

such a terrible death, and he will deliver us. We have put our hope in him that he 

will deliver us again…” 2 Corinthians 1:9-10 

    Today there are so many shows, articles and videos on how to take 

something that is destined for the trash and turn it into a piece that rivals high-

end, one-of-a-kind pieces of furniture or home décor.  Some people can’t even 

begin to see the potential in such a piece, while others are immediately ready to 

get to work transforming it. It’s usually the people who throw it out that can’t see 

the possibilities.  

    We are often like this when it comes to our own lives. How many times have 

we been in a situation where things seemed hopeless? How many times have 

we felt so certain about a calling or plan just to have it disintegrate? How many 

times have we felt that a dream is so long past, that it has become a regret or a 

what if? It may not have been a physical “sentence of death” like what Paul 

wrote about in 2 Cor 1:9-10 above, but I’m sure it has felt like it.   

    Paul was able to look back and realize that the experience was useful in 

having him rely on God rather than his own abilities.  We can take that away 

with us from our experiences as well. But look closely at the scripture and focus 

on the part that says they relied on God who raises the dead. Paul goes on to 

talk about how they were delivered from a terrible death and that God would 

deliver them and that they put hope in the fact that He will deliver them again. 

That’s three separate times – past, present and future.  

    When Christ says He is the resurrection, we know that it is because of His 

rising from the dead that gives us eternal life. But it has an earthly application as 

well. Just as He raised individuals from the dead in scripture, He raises us out of 

desperate situations. He resurrects hopes and dreams that once filled our 

hearts. He restores us to new hope and happiness when it seems hopeless. He 

revives in us a love for Him that has begun to grow dim.  

    He has done it before, and He is doing it now. He will continue to do it again 

and again in the future. We can’t do it for ourselves, and thankfully we don’t 

have to. He is the resurrections and the life.  



Thursday – The Origin of Life 
By George Volpe 

“This is eternal life, that they know you the only true God,  

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” John 17:3 

    There is something about a newborn baby that melts our hearts with 

tenderness. It’s that first breath of a new life, a gift from God. We tend to think of 

life as an event. But that’s not how Jesus describes it. If we were informed that 

our good friend is near death, I doubt that we would say, “Well, let’s delay our 

visit for a while so that God is glorified.” I think that would create some strange 

looks and harsh words. Usually what is foremost on our minds is comfort; both 

to others and ourselves. Comfort is a good thing, but it is not always a God 

thing.  

Jesus’ statement, that He is the resurrection and the life, provides a godly 

perspective on several spiritual matters. Martha believed that the resurrection 

was an event; Jesus showed her (and us) that the resurrection is a Person. 

Martha’s knowledge of eternal life was an abstract idea; Jesus proved that 

knowledge of eternal life is a personal relationship. Martha thought victory over 

death was a future expectation; Jesus corrects her, showing that victory is a 

present reality.  

Jesus was explaining to Martha that He is exactly what both Lazarus and she 

needed. Lazarus was dead, and Martha was alive. So Jesus said, “Whoever 

believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live” (verse 25). That was for 

Lazarus. And “Everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die” (verse 

26). That was for Martha. 

He was about to do something for Lazarus and his sisters that was beyond their 

wildest dreams. He was going to use them to glorify God by once again giving 

Himself in a very special way.  

What is the heart and essence of eternal life? Jesus said “This is eternal 

life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent.” (John 17:3) The essence of eternal life is our never-ending knowing of 

God. For God so loved the world, that at the cost of His Son’s life, He brought us 

into an everlasting knowledge, admiration, love, and enjoyment of Himself. The 

love of God is the gift of Himself, the gift of life.  

How does Jesus love us? He loves us by revealing Himself to us. The love of 

God is the gift of Himself to us. It is not the world’s way or definition or 

expectation of “love”. It is not giving us what we think, feel or desire apart from 

God Himself. It is God Himself, giving Himself to us. He…is…life. He is all we 

will ever need. Read John 17. 



Friday – Foreshadowing 
By Keith Thomas 

“So that your ways may be known on earth,  

your salvation among all the nations.” Psalm 67:2  

    “Methinks I see thee, now thou art below, As one dead in the bottom of a 

tomb: Either my eyesight fails, or thou look'st pale.” Romeo answers “And trust 

me, love, in my eye so do you.” Even though we don’t speak the same as 

characters in William Shakespeare’s adaptation of Romeo and Juliet, authors 

continue to use the literary device called foreshadowing. The use of 

foreshadowing builds anticipation and suspense of what might happen next in 

the story. It prepares the reader for what is to come. In the example above, the 

conversation between Romeo and Juliet foreshadows both of their unfortunate 

deaths.  

    Who can forget the foreshadowing of the threatening Miss Gulch who 

becomes the Wicked Witch of the West in The Wizard of Oz. The farm hands 

become the Scarecrow, Tinman and the Lion, and a traveling carnie becomes 

the mystical Wizard of Oz. These are all representations of the people Dorothy 

knew, and the thing she wanted most - “There’s no place like home.”  

    A favorite foreshadowing of mine occurs in the film The Shawshank 

Redemption. The Prison boss Warden Norton lifts a Bible to an inmate, Andy 

Dufresne, and says, “The truth shall make you free.” Later in the film, when 

discovering that Andy has escaped, the warden finds the hiding place of the 

small pick axe that helped set Andy free. It was hidden inside the carved out 

pages of the very Bible used by the warden, when foreshadowing Andy’s 

freedom.  

    Good storytellers use foreshadowing because it makes the extraordinary 

seem more believable. God has been preparing us, and foreshadowing Jesus 

as the Messiah since the beginning of time. One such example came as a result 

of the death of Lazarus. Jesus knew his friend Lazarus was sick, but Jesus 

delayed his trip to see him in order that, “. . . you may believe.” (John 11:15a)  

    Lazarus died. Four days passed before Jesus arrived, but God’s glory was 

soon to be revealed through the events that followed. Jesus ordered the 

tombstone to be removed, and Jesus commanded Lazarus to “Come out!” (John 

11:43) To the amazement of all who witnessed this event, Lazarus walked out of 

the tomb. This event became a beautiful foreshadowing of the resurrection that 

awaits those who believe in Jesus. (John 11: 38-40). Once again, God is 

revealing His desire for us to know Him by demonstrating His amazing grace 

through Jesus.  A pick axe might have sprung Andy Dufresne from prison and 

Lazarus from the tomb, but it wasn’t what set them free. Jesus is the only one 

who can do that; the “resurrection and the life” to “whoever believes”. (John 

11:25)  

    Read John 11:48-50 and see what the high priest, Caiaphas, unknowingly 

foreshadowed. 



Weekend – One Way 
By Kel Cunard 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6 

    If you are going to drive in Manatee County, you have to be comfortable with 

alternate routes. Between the dated and deficient bridges and the winter surge 

in population, getting from here to there can be torturous. If you want to get 

somewhere on time, you better have multiple ways to get there when the 

mayhem of Manatee traffic strikes.  

    Today’s culture is all about alternate routes, and the most hateful thing you 

can say to anyone is that there is only one way. At first glance, the idea that all 

religions are equally true and valid seems pleasant and appealing. Hasn’t 

human history seen enough war and carnage in the name of combatting 

religions?  

    Religious pluralism has even infiltrated some Christian circles. In the name of 

tolerance and unity, pastors and leaders have proclaimed there are multiple 

ways to God. If you don’t like one, just choose an alternate route, but problems 

arise when this belief is held up to the light of Christ’s own words.  

    As we continue to study the I AM statements of Jesus, read John 14:1-14 and 

join us this weekend as we come to grips with the One who is “the way, the truth 

and the life.” 

 

  

Pray for the World: Nicaragua 
    Nicaragua is the largest of the Central American republics. About thirty percent of 

the people in the country are Evangelical Christians. 

    Nicaragua’s divided past still influences the present. Certain events that took 

place in the late 1900’s, divided politics, communities, trade unions, churches and 

families. The situation is changing, but there is still lingering distrust along these 

fault lines that needs to be overcome. 

    You can pray for the impact of Christian radio and television, resources for The 

Bible Society (Bible translators and distributors), and the progression of 

developmental projects. 

(Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
Read Psalm 47 as you prepare for worship today. The Psalmists are singing praises 

with gladness to God for all He has done. Make time to celebrate The Lord in song 

today. 



 

  



 


