
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – July 30, 2017 
I Am: 

The True Vine 
John 15:1 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 82 

 Monday 
• Isaiah 60-61 
• John 7:25-36 
• Psalm 110 

 Tuesday 
• Isaiah 62-64 
• John 7:37-52 
• Psalm 111 

 Wednesday 
• Isaiah 65-66 
• John 7:53-8:11 
• Psalm 112-113 

 Thursday 
• Jeremiah 1 
• John 8:12-30 
• Psalm 114 

 Friday 
• Jeremiah 2:1-3:5 
• John 8:31-38 
• Psalm 115 

Discussion Questions 
• Can you think of someone who didn’t amount to his or her full potential? What 

held them back?  

• What is the purpose of the grapevine? Why does Jesus use this symbolism while 
referring to us? What does He seem to expect from our lives? 

• Verse 2 points to God’s discipline. What are some categories where God might 
discipline someone? What’s His goal?  

• Why does God prune? What are examples of good things that God might want to 
cut out of someone’s life in order to produce more fruit?  

• What does it mean to abide in Christ? How 
does that happen? 

• If your life doesn’t produce fruit (see 
Galatians 5:22-23) what does that reveal? 

Family Discussion 

Read John 15:4-5 together as a family, and 
discuss the following questions.  

• These verses talked about a vine and 
branches. Who is the vine and who are the 
branches? 

• What does it mean to abide in Jesus, the 
vine? What are some examples of good fruit 
produced by abiding in Jesus?



Monday – The Vine and the Vinedresser 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“I am the true vine, and my father is the vinedresser.” John 15:1 
 

    The Bible has been given to us as a gift from God. Found within it is all truth 
of His nature and the Gospel. It’s important to read and meditate on God’s Word 
daily, as it is the nourishment we need. Just as we eat food to sustain our 
physical bodies, we must also be feeding our spiritual bodies with every word 
that comes from the mouth of God. In saying that, read John 15:1-11. Now read 
it again. What do you gather from this passage?  
    In John 15:1, Jesus is using the metaphor of a vine to explain Himself. He 
was about to become the source of all life through His death and resurrection – 
just as the vine is the source of life for its branches. He also includes the title of 
vinedresser, for God. Jesus as the Vine is our source of life, but what does it 
mean for God to be our vinedresser? It means two things. 
    First, found in the beginning of verse two, the Vinedresser takes away (or lifts 
up, in some translations) every branch that does not bear fruit. Bearing fruit is 
not the means to obtain salvation through Christ, but rather the evidential good 
works and character that comes from already belonging to Christ. Any person 
belonging to Christ, yet not producing fruit, the Vinedresser will lift up and 
restore back into fruitfulness. Though, later in this passage of John, in verse six, 
we find out what happens to those branches that are not of the Vine. They are 
thrown into the fire. This metaphor alludes to judgement day, when those who 
have not truly known/abided in Jesus (evidenced by the bearing of fruit in their 
lives) will be cast from God’s presence and into Hell.  
    Second, John 15:2b shows us what the Vinedresser does for those who are 
already producing fruit in the Vine of Christ. When we are a branch connected to 
the Vine, our Vinedresser continually prunes us, so that we can grow and bear 
more fruit from the Vine. In other words, when we have been resurrected in 
Christ, the rest of our lives on earth go through a continual sanctification 
process. As we abide in Christ, God tests us and puts us through different 
processes in our lives in order to make us more like Him. He does this for our 
spiritual growth and the growth of His Kingdom – which is the bearing of fruit. As 
we become more like Him we go out and make more disciples on earth with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
    God is our Vinedresser and once we have found and believed in Jesus the 
Vine, we must allow the Vinedresser to do as scripture explains. Now, it is 
because of our abiding in the Vine, that we are able to withstand the pruning of 
God. I’ll close with a quote by John Piper, on what it means to abide in Christ. 
May it be an encouragement for the believer in their times of pruning, and a 
reminder of where to find joy in tough seasons of sanctification.  
    “So what is abiding in the vine, in Christ? The clearest answer in this text 
comes from John 15:11. ‘These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be full.’ I have given you all these instructions 
about what it means to be in the vine so that you would enjoy with my joy… 
When I say abide in me, I mean: keep on enjoying with my joy. Don’t disconnect 
and start enjoying with your joy. You are in me as your source of all, and I am in 
you as your all. Receive me and my enjoying as your joy.” 



Tuesday – GMO or Non-GMO? 
By Amy Pilson 

“And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on 
it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!”  

And the fig tree withered at once.” Matthew 21:19 
 

    There’s a lot of discussion in today’s health and nutrition field regarding GMO 
foods. GMO refers to genetically modified organism. We mostly hear about it 
with regard to foods, but it actually applies to a variety of different things; 
animals, medications, plants, etc. I do not have a degree in science and don’t 
even understand much of it. But simply put, it is the changing of the structure of 
something by adding genes to it.  

    Why would they do this? Well, by inserting bacteria into an organism and then 
another gene that takes the bacteria back up, the organism can then become 
immune to the bacteria. In other instances, genes can be added that increase 
the production of certain nutrients making a food healthier or more nutritious. 
There are lots of different reasons for altering the condition of things. One that 
struck me as not so pleasant, and one that hits home with where I’m going here, 
is that they first made genetically modified mice. They inserted genes that made 
the mice more susceptible to cancer, so they had more mice to experiment on 
with cancer drugs and treatments. 

    We have heard about Jesus being the true vine, and that we are the 
branches. This means that our DNA is made up of His. We were told too that we 
are created in His image, and that our fruit should be pure. But Satan comes 
along and inserts lies and deceit, temptations, fears and doubts, etc. He does 
this in hopes that it will change our genetic structure in such a way that we don’t 
produce any fruit, or fruit that isn’t as pure as what should be being produced. 
He invades our thoughts and our desires. It is his intent to devour and destroy 
us.  

    As the vine, Christ has everything we need. Not only to survive, but to thrive 
and produce good fruits. Then Satan comes along and promises us ways to 
make our fruit better, or a way to get more with less. He gives us false hope and 
we buy into what he says. Then we wonder why there isn’t as much fruit in our 
lives, or why it isn’t quite as sweet. Sometimes the changes are not obvious or 
are very subtle. We may have no idea that we have become GMOs.  

    We can see examples of GMOs in scripture. In Acts 5 there is the story of 
Ananias and Sapphira, and also the story of Simon the Sorcerer in Acts 9. 
These people allowed their hearts to be infected with sinful desires that affected 
their behavior. And don’t forget Judas Iscariot! Maybe it’s time to do a health 
check in our own lives. Can we be labeled non-GMO? 

Read Matthew 21:18-19. 



Wednesday – Pray For Pruning 
By Nick Molick 

“Every branch that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” John 15:2 

 
    Most of us are creatures of habit. We find comfort in things that are familiar. 
There is no inherent sin in that, it is just our nature. However, it can lead to 
some issues when we become too familiar and comfortable with things that do 
not glorify God. When times like these happen in our lives, we can have blind 
spots and not be aware of our need for a course correction. God often has 
presented something either different, or difficult, or sometimes both, to course 
correct. He does this to get me focused back on Him and how to bring Him 
glory. These times are met by me with the same type of reaction that most greet 
change and adversity; with anger, anxiety and the thoughts of “why me”. When 
we are in the midst of these trials we can miss the blessing that is involved by 
playing the victim and lamenting our plight. But God is involved in the details 
and He presents situations in our lives to make us examine our choices. The 
master vinedresser is about having the true vine produce good fruit and at times 
that takes pruning. Whether we like it or not, we should rejoice that it happens.  

   In this “I am” statement from Jesus, we see Him state how He is the true vine. 
Jesus produced fruit through His life and His ministry. By saying He is the true 
vine, Jesus is saying He is the true way. What follows in verse two is that God is 
intimately involved with how well this vine does, and what fruit it does or does 
not produce. That should be great news to all of us but it brings a stark reality 
into focus. In order to grow things, plants must be pruned. It is through pruning 
that the fruit nourished by the vine through their organic relationship grows and 
flourishes to the glory of the vinedresser. 

   Pruning in our lives often looks like what I wrote about at the onset of this 
message. Pruning is often different than what we want, and it is often more 
difficult and challenging than what we would plan for ourselves. However, if we 
take the time to slow down and think in the midst of the pruning storm, we might 
see the vine working with the vinedresser to produce some fruit that was in need 
of that necessary pruning.  We may not like it, but at times the pruning is 
necessary, and we can be thankful for that blessing.  

   Read the description of Old Testament Israel in Psalms 80:8-16 and Jeremiah 
2:21 and think about the repeated disobedience of Israel and then contrast that 
with Jesus’ description of himself in John 15:1. What makes the difference 
between the two? How can you be a fruit producing branch even though it 
involves pruning? 



Thursday – We Were Made To Thrive 
By George Volpe 

“Abide in me, and I in you.” John 15:4 
 

    The earthly ministry of Jesus was drawing to a close. He knew the hearts of 
His disciples were shaken by the prospect of His leaving. Christ had showed 
them the truth of who God is and what life is all about, and their lives would 
never be the same. Before the events of His passion unfold, He gives them 
another object lesson to help them understand and remember their relationship 
to Him.  

    In John 15, Jesus is saying that if He is the source of what nourishes our life, 
He will be the provider and fulfillment of everything God has for us. If, in the 
spiritual sense, His life (the vine) does not flow through us (the branches), then 
we will wither and die. Our relationship with Jesus reveals our true spiritual 
health.  

    The words of Jesus were meant to instruct and encourage His disciples 
gathered around Him that day, but His words apply directly to us as well.  

    Jesus spoke of the supernatural benefits of His word. It cleanses us. It 
nourishes us. It reveals God to us. It brings us back to God. Every word that 
comes out of the mouth of God is true (Ps. 119:160), pure (Prov. 30:5) and 
perfect (Ps. 19:7), and will direct us in the path that leads to right living (Prov. 
3:6). It glorifies God (Jo. 16:14) and affects not only our lives but the lives of 
everyone around us (Rom. 14:7). A regular diet of scripture strengthens our life. 

    God loves His children with perfect love, as He loves Jesus. His love flowing 
through us teaches us what true love is all about, and the value of giving and 
sacrificing ourselves for the benefit of others. 

    God is present with His children by His Holy Spirit that resides in them. If 
there is a live connection between us and God, we receive the things of the 
Spirit of God which no natural man can know.  

    If Jesus abides in us and we abide in Him, good things happen. He calls us 
His friends. We will bear fruit. His life in us compels us to reach out and touch 
the hearts of people all around us. Jesus also said, “If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” 

    Jesus wants us to experience what His perfect joy is like. He describes His 
joy as knowing the Father’s love for Him, keeping the Father’s commandments, 
and accomplishing His will. This joy can be ours as well when Jesus abides in 
us, and we abide in Him.  



Friday – A Bumper Crop of Glory 
    By Keith Thomas 

“I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole 
 heart, and I will glorify your name forever.” Psalm 86:12 

 
   The expression “15 minutes of fame” was made famous by artist, Andy 
Warhol, in 1968, when he said, “In the future, everyone will be world-famous for 
15 minutes.” Little did he know that the “future” would only be 34 years later, and 
the amount of time needed to be “world-famous” would be a mere six seconds. 
 
   Vine, the short-form video service that allowed its users to share six-second-
long looping video clips was founded in 2012. Comedians, musicians, athletes 
and animals all had their moment in the spotlight as the world viewed Vine’s 
online, video stage. Many Viners, as they’re affectionately known, became 
famous, practically overnight. One such Viner, Marcus Johns, began posting 
videos one day, and within 10 days he had 1,000 followers. At last count, he had 
over 6.5 million followers, and as a result, has several television and feature film 
gigs, and product sponsors lined up looking for his endorsements. 
 
   The original stars of Vine are its founders, who, after only four months of 
introducing Vine to the world, sold the company to Twitter for an estimated $30 
million. Their stardom was short lived. Four years later, with no real way to 
monetize the company, along with new competition springing up, and a lack of 
new innovation to their service, Vine died. Jesus used a gardening metaphor in 
John 15 to explain the relationship between God and man.  
 
   Unlike internet gurus today, Jesus wasn’t looking for fame and fortune, but He 
did give His followers clear advice on how God’s Kingdom works. Jesus defines 
God the Father as the “vinedresser”; sovereign - discarding fruitlessness and 
developing fruitfulness. The “true vine” is Jesus; submissive to His Father’s 
commands, and “the way” in which we are connected to God. We are the 
“branches”; attached to the “vine” (or not), bearing good fruit (or not). 
 
   The need for us to abide in Jesus “the vine”, and abide in the word of God, are 
the ways to produce a bumper crop. Be careful to remember that the fruit we 
bear is not for our benefit, or to accumulate millions of adoring fans that sing our 
praises. No, our only purpose for abiding in Him is to bring glory to God (verse 
8). 
 
   Believing that Jesus is “the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6) and grafting 
God’s word to our hearts produces a harvest of disciples whose sole purpose in 
life is to honor God and bring Him glory. Our “true vine” will never fail us. He 
lives! Jesus is our source of faith and hope. Stay connected and dwell with Him 
today. 
 
   Successful crops depend on good soil. Read Matthew 13:1-9.  



Weekend - In the End, I AM 
By Kel Cunard  

“I am the Alpha and the Omega.” Revelation 22:3 

    The first words of the Bible declare an important truth: “In the beginning, 
God…” (Genesis 1:1) Before anything else existed, God already did. As John 
introduced Jesus to his readers, he reflected farther into eternity past: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God.” These words bear great significance. All 
things were made through Jesus but He is above and apart from all that was 
created.  

    However, when we look around us, sometimes we wonder how this world 
could have ever started with God. How could a good and loving God have 
anything to do with a place marked by evil and pain? When those thoughts 
arise, we can take comfort in some of the last words in the Bible. “I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” When life 
doesn’t make sense, we can turn to the conclusion of the story and be reminded 
that Jesus will see this world through to the end.  

    Read Revelation 22:12-16 and join us this weekend as we conclude our I AM 
series looking at the final words from the One who was and is and is to come. 

  

Pray for the World: Nigeria 
    Nigeria is a country in Africa located south of Niger. Thirty percent of people in 

Nigeria are Evangelicals. Missions vision was birthed in the 1970’s through revival 

among university students. This vision has blossomed into a movement accounting 

for over 5,000 Nigerian missionaries at home and abroad, helping lead the way for 

Africa-wide mission mobilization. 

    Pray for the continued growth of the Gospel in Nigeria and other African 

countries. Pray also for steadfastness, wisdom, and protection for the missionaries 

as they love the people of Nigeria.  

Prepare for Worship 
    Read Psalm 51 today, and let God prepare your heart for worship. Give thanks to 
Jesus who died to cleanse you of your sin. Are you willing to allow Him to 
continually create in you a clean heart? 



 
  



 


