
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – August 6, 2017 
The Alpha and The Omega 

Revelation 1 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 83 

 Monday 
• Jeremiah 3:6-4:18 
• John 8:39-59 
• Psalm 116 

 Tuesday 
• Jeremiah 4:19-5:31 
• John 9:1-8 
• Psalm 117 

 Wednesday 
• Jeremiah 6 
• John 9:9-22 
• Psalm 118:1-12 

 Thursday 
• Jeremiah 7:1-8:3 
• John 9:23-41 
• Psalm 118:13-29 

 Friday 
• Jeremiah 8:4-9:26 
• John 10:1-8 
• Psalm 119:1-8 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What activities do people normally start and don’t finish? What keeps us from 

finishing these things? 

• What areas of life does it feel like God started something but didn’t finish it?  

• Verse 4 speaks to the timelessness of God. How do you comprehend 
someone who transcends both space and time? How does this affect your 
life? Past? Present? Future? 

• Verse 7 describes Jesus coming in the 
clouds. Why will some ‘mourn’ His coming?  

• Since Jesus is the beginning and the end (v 
8); based on your current decisions and 
lifestyle, what does He see you becoming? 
Does anything need to change? Are there 
any decisions you need to make today?  

Family Discussion 
Read Revelation 1:8 as a family, and discuss 
the following question.  
 
• Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega. What 

does this show us about Him? 

 

  



Monday – Unfinished 
By Kel Cunard 

“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood…”  
Revelation 1:5 

    It’s funny how our minds work. When my wife asks me to pick up a few 
things at the store, I always ask her to text me the list. Remembering bread, 
eggs and milk should not overwhelm my gray matter, but for some reason, 
my mind is completely incapable of retaining three simple items. However, 
my mind has a nearly infinite supply of useless trivia, movie quotes, and 
song lyrics from the 80s. Unless I one day find myself on a game show, 
these random bits of data are useless, but every now and then, a valuable 
gem will float to the surface. 

    As I was considering this week’s topic, I was reminded of a song we sang 
each week in chapel during elementary school. I don’t remember the artist 
and my version of the tune may be a bit off, but the lyrics are firmly fixed in 
my mind and still give me hope on discouraging days. 

There really ought to be a sign upon my heart 

Don't judge him yet, there's an unfinished part 

But I'll be better just according to His plan 

Fashioned by the Master's loving hands 
 

He’s still working on me to make me what I ought to be 

It took Him just a week to make the moon and stars 

The sun and the Earth and Jupiter and Mars 

How loving and patient He must be 

‘Cause He’s still working on me 

    When we look in the mirror, we see an unfinished product, and we tend to 
focus on all the things we aren’t rather than who we are. We see all our 
faults. We remember our mistakes. We focus on our regrets. In those 
moments, our hope can fade and our faith can waver. How could a perfect 
God still love an utterly flawed me? 
    Read Revelation 1:1-8. Because Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, there is 
no need for you to give up. When we look in the mirror, all we should see is 
someone who is loved and saved by Christ. The One who has all 
knowledge, already has all the answers. The One who created you also 
died to save you. Even in the shadow of your darkest day, your story is not 
over. He sees beyond who you are to who you are going to be. And the One 
who was and is and is to come has begun a good work in you and will be 
faithful to complete it (Ephesians 1:6.) You can trust Jesus, the great I AM, 
to see you through.   



Tuesday – Trusting God 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, ‘who is and  
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’” Revelation 1:8 

    This week wrapped up the I Am series – a sequence of messages teaching 
different truths about Jesus, actually spoken by Jesus Himself. We ended this 
series with Jesus’s description of Himself as the Alpha and the Omega. Alpha 
and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. It was common 
for Jewish Rabbis to use the Hebrew alphabet to describe the whole of a subject 
from beginning to end. For example, Psalm 119 uses the Hebrew alphabet as 
an acronym to describe, in great depth, the subject of the Word of God.  

    It’s so fitting that Jesus, a Jewish teacher, would use this same methodology 
to describe Himself. However, instead of using the Hebrew alphabet, He used 
the Greek letters Alpha and Omega to describe Himself wholly as the beginning 
and the end of all things. 

    He says in Revelation 1:8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  Jesus is saying that He’s always been, 
is being, and will always be. He was there when the foundations of the earth 
were being laid (John 1:3) and He will be there on the day of the Lord (2 Peter 
3:10). He is the God of the Old Testament law, but also the One who fulfilled it. 
He is the beginning and end, the whole of the Gospel. He is equal to God in the 
trinity, and is eternal. 

    Knowing that Jesus is the end and the beginning of everything as we know it, 
do we trust Him? Sometimes life can seem confusing and scary. Sometimes 
situations don’t make sense, and can feel overwhelming. However, it’s in those 
times most of all that we need to remind ourselves of who our God is. He is the 
One who has gone before us, and the One who stands behind us. He is our 
protector, and our rock. He ordained everything in the beginning of time, and will 
be faithful to complete it in eternity. We have no need to fear when we 
understand that God is Sovereign as our Alpha and Omega, our Beginning and 
End.  

    Read through and meditate on Psalm 62 today. If you are a child of God, He 
is your rock and your salvation. Maybe you’re struggling to trust Him today, or 
understand the magnitude of what it means for Him to be Alpha and Omega in 
your life. Something that I love to do, that might help you as well, is to write out 
my own Psalm to God. Often David would bring his worries and fears before 
God in a Psalm, and then follow it up by stating the things he knew to be true of 
God. It’s almost as if he was reminding himself of the character and faithfulness 
of God when he couldn’t clearly see the goodness of God being played out. 
Maybe you need to do that today. Write out what’s on your heart before Him, 
and then search the scriptures for affirmations of God’s character that combat 
your fears. Be encouraged by who He’s been, who He is, and who He will 
always be.  



Wednesday – Is Your Lfie Dlficiful to Raed? 

By Amy Pilson 
“And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!  

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,  
but my Father who is in heaven.’” Matthew 16:17 

    The Alpha and the Omega. The bookends. The first letter and the last letter of 
the Greek alphabet. The beginning and the end. What does that mean for us as 
Christians? How can we apply this to our daily lives? I thought about it quite a bit 
and for a while could only come up with the larger more theological issues. Then 
one of my professors mentioned his ability to read words that were all jumbled 
up and a concept came to mind.  

    We have all seen something like this: 

    I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. The 
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde 
Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, the olny 
iproamtnt tihng is taht the frsit and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can 
be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it whotuit a pboerlm. Tihs is bcuseae the 
huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe.  

    Could you read it? The general idea is stated “the only important thing is that 
the first and last letter be in the right place” in order for our minds to be able to 
read the word. The first and last letter! With Christ being the first and last letter 
our lives make sense no matter how much our circumstances are mixed up! 
Jesus and His purposes are what make sense out of everything. We may not be 
able to see it clearly all the time, but He reveals it in His timing.  

    As Christ lived and walked with the disciples, there were many things that 
they questioned. They couldn’t understand how Jesus would reveal Himself to 
them and not the whole world. (Jn. 14:22) They couldn’t understand why they 
couldn’t go with Him. (Jn. 14:2) But Jesus explained that things would be 
revealed and explained to us by the Holy Spirit in His timing. Some of the places 
you can read about this are Deuteronomy 29:29; John 16:13, 1 Corinthians 
2:10, and Matthew 11:25. 

    We aren’t going to have all the answers. Not everything will make sense as 
we are living through it. But we have the assurance that everything will work 
itself out because Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end. With Him as the 
first and last letter, everything in between doesn’t matter as much. He knows 
how it ends (Eph. 1:11) and it’s for our good (Rm. 8:28). 

  



Thursday – The Eternal God is Your Refuge 
By George Volpe 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,  
the beginning and the end.” Revelation 22:13 

    Businesses, too numerous to count, claim that they handle every aspect of 
their sphere of expertise. They call it handling everything “from beginning to 
end” or “from A to Z”.  

    The verse above was spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ. Alpha and Omega are 
the first and last letters of the New Testament Greek alphabet. In the simplest 
terms it seems to say that God existed before anyone else and He will still be 
around after everyone is gone. But further consideration reveals so much more.  

    God always is. That is the basis of His self-described appellation I AM. God 
uses the word “was” and “is to come” so that we can understand events in time. 
To God who is not bound by time, space or the material dimension everything 
just “is.” He is God eternally, and for us that means eternity past to eternity 
future.  

    So why does God say He is the beginning and end if He is eternal? God who 
always is, points to the past and the future for our understanding. God always 
existed and will always exist. Our minds need a frame of reference to have at 
least a pitiful understanding of that. Let’s go further. Romans 11:36 says “For of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. 
Amen.” Everything that exists is created or allowed by God who is the Creator. 
Everything is “of Him.” 

    Secondly, He sustains the universe in every realm and dimension, and allows 
life and existence as He sees fit. Everything is “through Him.” 

    Lastly, every thought, intent, word, and action ever done or that will be done 
is captured and is accountable to God. There is not one tear that He does not 
give full attention to or forget. There is not one intention that He does not know 
completely. He does not forget what we see, say or do, every moment of every 
day. The only thing God forgets is intentional: our sin that is repented of is 
forgiven by the blood of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

    Everything--begins with God, continues because of God, and ends with God. 
Our life starts with a cry and a thirst. If in life we thirst for Christ, we will in the 
end find eternal satisfaction and never thirst again. If we thirst for the world 
instead, we will in the end find eternal condemnation and a thirst that will never 
be satisfied.   

    The eternal God is the beginning and the ending of all things.  Read Isaiah 
44:1-8.  



Friday – And Everything Inbetween 
By Nick Molick 

“When I saw him I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand 
on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.’” Revelation 1:17 
 
   The “I Am” statements of Christ are beautiful, powerful and lead to larger 
discussions among believers and non-believers alike. The statement that Jesus 
is the “Alpha and the Omega” is one that really captures the enormity of what 
God is trying to communicate. Jesus, in stating this, is letting us know that He is 
everything that we would ever seek or need.  

    He is first, the Alpha, because He is self-existent outside of time and has 
always been. That thought alone should lead you to sit down and take a few 
minutes just to try to mentally get a hold on that fact. We are time driven 
creatures; we base everything on day of the week, month of the year, hour of 
the day or what season it is. God is outside of this time constraint. He always 
has been, and He always will be. He spoke the universe into existence in 
Genesis, and He created each and every one of us. He is the first and the 
Almighty.  

    Jesus secondly states that He is the Omega, the last. Again, this has the time 
element to it as God is outside of the space time continuum. But He is also the 
last judge, the One who will bring judgement to all. Not just the living, but He will 
also judge the dead. That may seem like an especially harsh statement to some, 
specifically to non-believers. But being a holy and righteous God whose primary 
concern is souls, and not time of death, this makes perfect sense.  

    Jesus tells us that He is coming back and He is bringing judgement, justice 
and redemption with Him. So what does all of this mean for us, while we are left 
in everything that is between the beginning and the end? We need to be about 
the Lord’s business of obeying His Word, preaching and teaching His doctrines 
and living a life that makes much of Him. This is why He put you here in this day 
and time; to worship Him, give praise for all that He has blessed you with and 
make disciples all over your world.  

    The God who spoke the entire universe into existence is the same One who 
put you here and is the same One who will come and judge the world at the end. 
Be thankful for the opportunity to serve a Lord who has the love and patience 
with us to serve in the space in-between the first and the last. 

    Do you serve and worship God with a sense of urgency? Why or why not? 
What would change in your life if you kept the impending return of Christ at the 
front of your mind?  



Weekend – Dealing with Doubt 
By Kel Cunard  

“What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt?” Exodus 14:11 

    We live in a cynical culture. Having doubts about big corporations, 
government officials and conspiracy theories is embraced if not encouraged. 
Cynicism loves company, and the world celebrates doubt more than belief.  

    On the other hand, the prevailing Church culture seems to demand that we 
leave our doubts at the door. We look at the world around us and wonder why 
what we see doesn’t match what we are supposed to believe, but our fear of 
rejection keeps our doubts from seeing the light of day. All the while, those 
nagging, unresolved questions echo in our hearts and chip away at our faith.  

    Over the next three weeks, we are going to drag some our lingering doubts 
into the light. Those questions that continue to quench our hope will be exposed 
to the bright light of truth, and on the other side of doubt, I believe we will find 
stronger faith. Read Exodus 14 and join us this weekend as we ask the 
question: Is God unfair? 

 
  

 
  

Pray for the World: Pakistan 
    Pakistan is located in between Iran, Afghanistan, and India. Less than one 
percent of people are Evangelical Christians. Fundamentalist Islam, driven by the 
Taliban, is upheld by a minority, but impacts the whole nation. It has escalated 
violence against religious minorities, shattered social cohesion and divided the 
country. It also disables economic development and keeps millions in poverty 
through the disruption it causes and the values it endorses. 

    Pray for the ending of: violence and war, the persecution and discrimination of 
Christians, and the atmosphere of intimidation and fear. Pray also for women’s 
rights and protection to be established within the country. (Taken from 

 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read through Psalm 56. Did you know that God keeps count of your tossings and 
holds your tears in a bottle? They are in His book, He knows of your pain and 
struggle. God is for you. Do not be fearful or worried when times of sadness occur, 
but rather put your trust in Him who knows your situation intimately, and has the 
power to see you through it. 



 
  



 


