
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – August 13, 2017 
I Doubt It: 

Is God Unfair? 
Exodus 14 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 84 

 Monday 
• Jeremiah 10 
• John 10:9-21 
• Psalm 119:9-24 

 Tuesday 
• Jeremiah 11-12 
• John 10:22-42 
• Psalm 119:25-40 

 Wednesday 
• Jeremiah 13-14 
• John 11:1-16 
• Psalm 119:41-56 

 Thursday 
• Jeremiah 15-16 
• John 11:17-27 
• Psalm 119:57-64 

 Friday 
• Jeremiah 17 
• John 11:28-44 
• Psalm 119:65-80 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are common doubts people have about God? Why do we keep them to 

ourselves?  

• What are examples of where we think God has been unfair? 

• In Exodus 14 what seemed unfair about the position God put the nation of Israel 
in? How was their response similar to what we say when our life goes badly? 

• What’s a good definition of ‘fair’?  

• Why does no one claim God is unfair when good things happen? What makes us 
think we deserve good things? What evidence can we give that we aren’t as 
good as we may think? 

• Do we really want God to be fair to us? 
Compare what His fairness would like with 
His unfairness in our life? 

Family Discussion 

Read Exodus 14 together as a family and 
discuss the following questions: 

• What does it mean to be fair? What does it 
mean to be unfair? 

• Why did the Israelites think that God and 
Moses were being unfair to them? 

• Is God ever unfair? Look up some scripture 
together that speaks about God’s justice and 
impartiality. How can we know that God is 
fair? 



Monday – That’s Not Fair! 
By Kel Cunard 

“For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians  
than to die in the wilderness.” Exodus 14:12 

    My wife and I have two children, and the reason why we have two children is 
because we do not want three. Our sons are unquestionably one of God’s 
greatest gifts and other than being a follower of Christ and a husband to Julie, 
the most important role I will ever occupy is being their dad. They are growing 
up to be fine young men, and there is truly no greater joy than to see our 
children walking in the truth.  

    However, they (and their father for that matter) are far from perfect, and 
regularly one or both of them are declaring “That’s not fair!” If one has friends 
spend the night, then the other wants to have at least the same number of 
friends over. If a list of chores is assigned to them, the inequity of the 
assignments is quickly pointed out by one or the other. My boys who aren’t even 
old enough to vote transform into defenders of the downtrodden and champions 
of fairness – at least according to how they define fairness.  

    Put almost any two kids together and you will quickly hear this familiar refrain 
of childhood, "That's not fair!" We come hardwired with a sense of right and 
wrong that is calibrated toward self-centeredness. We are less concerned with 
fairness and more focused on self-protection and promotion. We crave what 
others have, not because we think we need it, but because we think they don't 
deserve it. Truth be told, we are pretty sure we do deserve all we have and 
much, much more. Our flesh is riddled with sin and sin is fundamentally self-
worship.  

    It is natural for children to question the fairness of life, but many of our grown-
up problems arise from a heart that thinks God is not fair. We are resentful when 
He does not come through like we think He should, and our resentment arises 
from an inflated view of our worthiness. Our flesh wants us to think that we 
deserve better than we get, and that attitude keeps us from experiencing God’s 
best. (Read Exodus 14 to see a moment when “That’s not fair!” became “We’re 
not worthy!”) 

    The truth is we are not worthy of anything good from the Lord. Because of our 
sin, we deserve His wrath, but because Jesus paid our debt we can now be 
adopted as children in the family of God. Standing on that truth, we no longer 
worry about what we deserve. We are now free to live the life that HE deserves 
– a life of gratitude for His mercy and grace. 

 



Tuesday – Simply Trusting Every Day  
By George Volpe 

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 2 Corinthians 4:17 

    Isn’t it interesting how the same experience can affect people differently? 
Basic training in the military is meant to be an extreme challenge. I accepted it 
because I had no choice and it made me stronger, taught me discipline, and 
prepared me for battle. I learned things about myself that I would not have 
known had I not gone through that difficult time.  

    But I also saw recruits who fell apart. Some were discharged, some were 
court-marshalled and jailed, and some had to repeat basic training. Suffering 
and pain affects all of us, but we don’t all respond the same way. It’s easy to 
ignore God when everything is comfortable. But pain has a way of holding our 
attention and causing us to react. 

    It’s a dangerous argument to say that God cannot be good if He allows evil 
and injustice. Or to say if He is good, that He must not be powerful enough to 
stop evil or injustice because it continues. To rest on our own thinking as 
opposed to God’s word is to think we are greater than God. Could anyone be so 
foolish? Unfortunately, yes.   

    Everyone knows that justice is right and good. We are comforted when justice 
prevails. Scripture abundantly declares that God is altogether righteous and 
perfectly just. The problem we sometimes face is that because we cannot see 
God’s entire plan we struggle to trust Him within our timeframe and in the way 
we expect, especially in hardship.  

    Lee Strobel wrote: “Some people ask, ‘Couldn’t God have foreseen all of 
this?’ And no doubt He did. But look at it this way: many of you are parents. 
Even before you had children, couldn’t you foresee that there was the very real 
possibility they may suffer disappointment or pain or heartache in life, or that 
they might even hurt you and walk away from you? Of course — but you still 
had kids. Why? Because you knew there was also the potential for tremendous 
joy and deep love and great meaning.” 

    It is not possible for us to understand all God is doing. Sin has ruptured our 
world and God is allowing the consequences. But He has given us more than 
enough evidence to trust Him through it all. Whether God gives or withholds, 
allows or prevents, it is His to determine for His glory. And we exist for His 
glory—not our own. We do well to simply trust Him, in everything. Read 2 
Corinthians 4:14-18. 



Wednesday – Is God Fair? 
By Mackenzie Hoopingarner 

“For there is no partiality with God.” Romans 12:11 

    A lot of times, the choices that we make attribute to where we currently are in 
life. I have a friend who is a young entrepreneur. He creates modern and sleek 
furniture out of wood with a laser printer. He’s been very successful so far. He’s 
been featured on television, written about in multiple magazines, given a TEDx 
talk, sold his furniture to top design companies, and even won the Governor’s 
Young Entrepreneur Award. All of this at the age of 24! He is living a successful 
life, but he also makes the choice every day to work hard at his craft. His hard 
work and discipline have paid off big time, and will continue to grow depending 
on the choices that he makes for his company.  
    But what about when we don’t get to make the choices that determine our 
situation? No one chooses cancer. But yet, many people find themselves being 
diagnosed with this sometimes terminal disease. No child chooses to be 
abused, but thousands are every day. Why do some people end up in a 
seemingly perfect reality, while other’s situations feel so hopeless? 
    King Solomon, the wisest man to ever live, had something to say about 
fairness. In Ecclesiastes 9:11 he says, “I have seen something else under the 
sun: The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come 
to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance 
happen to them all.” 
    In other words, life isn’t always fair, nor does it always turn out the way that 
we think it should. The fastest person doesn’t always win the race, and the 
smartest person isn’t always the wealthiest. Why is this? Does God show 
favoritism to some, and cause their outcome to be better than others? 
    The answer found throughout scripture would be no. Romans 2:11 tells us 
“there is no partiality with God.” Peter, in Acts 10:34, says “I most certainly 
understand now that God is not one to show partiality.” Nor do we find that 
everything is always easy breezy for God’s chosen people. King David received 
the word that he was God’s next chosen king, but had to spend time as a 
shepherd, a soldier, and a fugitive before he ever saw God’s promise come true. 
Then there’s Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his own brothers, falsely 
accused of rape, and thrown into prison before God raised Him up. The list 
could go on and on.  
    Here is what I know about God in regards to the topic of fairness. Isaiah 30:18 
says, “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you, therefore he will rise up to show 
you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice.” Then, Romans 8:28 tells us, 
“we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.” Scripture tells us that God is just 
and that He works things out for the good of His people. God’s goodness and 
His justice might not always look like what our culture deems as “fair”, but 
scripture reminds us that God is the definition of fair.  
    I don’t know what you’re going through, but I encourage you to read through 
God’s Word and search for scriptures that explain His justice and His goodness. 
I pray that He speaks to your heart, and comforts you whether you are going 
through a trial, or are in a season of rest. Remember that He is your Father who 
loves you, and sent His Son for you. He is the God who shows no partiality to 
those who belong to Him.  

 



Thursday – Doubt Your Doubts  
By Tim Keller 

    Our most rigorous rational thinking is shot through with various forms of faith. 
Even skeptical doubt always contains an element of belief. 
    In his essay “The Critique of Doubt,” Michael Polanyi argues that doubt and 
belief are ultimately “equivalent.” Why? “The doubting of any explicit statement,” 
he writes, “denies [one] belief … in favor of other beliefs which are not doubted 
for the time being.” You can’t doubt belief A except on the basis of some belief B 
you’re believing instead at the moment. 
    So, for example, you cannot say, “No one can know enough to be certain 
about God and religion,” without assuming at that moment that you know 
enough about the nature of religious knowledge to be certain about that. 
    Some years ago a man began attending our church. He had begun life with a 
general belief in God, but he had been assailed with doubts during his college 
years and had lived for decades without any religious faith. After a number of 
months of attending our congregation he told me that faith in God was looking 
much more plausible to him. When I asked how that was happening, he said a 
turning point had been a talk he heard me give on “doubting your doubts.” He 
said, “I had never realized there had to be some faith under my doubts. And 
when I looked at the things I did believe, I discovered I didn’t have good reasons 
for them. When I started to examine some of the bases for my doubts, faith in 
God didn’t seem so hard.” Let’s look at [a few] of these occasions for doubt—
and how my friend eventually responded. 
1. Meeting a real atheist who was not an immoral, unhappy misanthrope. 
This doubt is based on the implicit belief that religious people are saved by God 
because of their goodness and morality. If that’s the case, then atheists by 
definition ought to be bad and immoral. When he learned the biblical teaching 
that we’re saved only by undeserved grace, not by our moral character, he 
realized that there was no reason why an atheist might not be a far better 
person than a Christian. The belief under his doubt crumbled, so his doubt went 
away. 
2. Witnessing a good and faithful believer suffer horribly for no good 
reason. 
This doubt stems from a belief that if we human beings can’t discern a sufficient 
reason for an act of God, then there can’t be any. My friend came to realize this 
assumed that, if there was an infinite God, a finite mind should be able to 
evaluate his motives and plans. He asked himself how reasonable it was to 
believe that, to have such confidence in his own insight, and the doubt began to 
erode. 
3. Witnessing corruption or hypocrisy in a religious institution. 
This might be the most warranted basis for doubting the truth of a particular 
faith. But my friend realized the moral standards he was using to judge 
hypocritical believers came mainly from Christianity itself. “The worst thing I 
could say about Christians was that they weren’t being Christian enough. But 
why should they be, if Christianity wasn’t true at all?” 
NOTE – Go to www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/5-ways-to-doubt-your-doubts 
for the complete article.  



Friday – A Fair Fight 
By Kel Cunard 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin…” 1 Corinthians 5:21 

    As a dad, I know there will be moments when my boys will question my 
fairness, but I have not been called to raise boys. I have been tasked by God to 
lead them to be men. In speaking on this topic, pastor and author Matt Chandler 
said: 

   This is how I'm training my son, little 8-year-old Reid. When I see him do 
something a man should do, man, I'm swooping in there and giving him 
knuckles. He holds the door for my wife. Then I'm down. I'm like, "What's 
up, bud? Man stuff! Good job!" When he shares with his sisters, I swoop 
down in there with knuckles. "Hey, great job! Man, you just acted like a 
man there, buddy. You're an 8-year-old man. I'm proud of you." 
   Then when he acts like a little boy, I want to bring that to his attention. 
"Well, isn't he a little boy?" Yeah, but my job is to train him out of his boy-
ness. Not out of the mystery and awe of being young. Let that be there as 
long as his lack of cynicism will allow. But when he shoves his sister down 
and I go, "Hey, men don't do that," and he goes, "Well, she started it," I like 
to go, "Yeah. Listen. Boys shove girls. Men never shove girls. Boys hit 
girls. Men never hit girls." 
   "Well, that's not fair!" That's what boys say. Men don't say, 'That's not 
fair.' Men know what they've been called to. They know they've been 
called into something that's very difficult. They know their strength will only 
be found in Christ, and they'll fail often at it. We don't want fair. Buddy, we 
have been designed by God to war for the glory of God, the soul of our 
wife, the development of our children, and the glory of Christ in the world. 
We don't want fair; we want the fight." 
   Our masculinity comes out in the fight, not in peacetime but in fight. 
Again, it's why the lazy men are so destructive to human flourishing. They 
want it to be fair. It's not fair. You don't want fair. You haven't been 
designed for it. Think of the movies we like to watch. We want the fight. 
We want our lives to matter. We want to lay it down.  

    During this week where we have given voice to our doubts about the fairness 
of God, we must reach the point where we put our childish grumblings away. We 
were created to bring the glory of God into the brokenness of this world. 
Whether you are a father or a son, a mother or a daughter, you were made to 
fight for the glory of our Heavenly Father who made a way to give us hope by 
being completely unfair with His Son. We all deserve to die for our sins, but God 
did the most unfair thing ever by sending the innocent to die for the guilty. So 
whenever we want to rail against the fairness of this life, instead, let’s fight to 
invite the world to eternal life through Jesus Christ. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21 and 
thank God for the opportunity to make His beautiful unfairness known to the 
world.  



Weekend – Background Noise 
By Kel Cunard  

“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings…” Romans 5:3 

    Have you ever had a conversation with a low-talker? Pastor Phillip and I were 
once having lunch with an area pastor at an outdoor café. The setting was nice, 
the food was great, but the conversation drove me crazy. For the better part of 
an hour, Phillip kept nodding and responding to everything our new friend said 
while I couldn’t discern one word. He might as well have been Charlie Brown’s 
teacher. He was a low talker, and I have a hard time hearing when there’s 
background noise. 

    Sometimes it feels like we can’t hear God. While I believe the Lord still 
speaks clearly and unmistakably, He doesn’t always speak loudly. His volume 
rarely matches the constant drone of the world’s background noise. He wants us 
to seek out quiet moments where He can have our undivided attention. And we 
can’t dismiss the likelihood that God might have a lot to say even when He’s 
silent.  

    As we continue our I Doubt It series, read Romans 5:3 and join us this 
weekend as we confront the question: Is God silent? 

  

Pray for the World: Papua New Guinea 
    New Guinea is the second largest island in the world, and many smaller islands 
in the north and east together make up the nation of Papua New Guinea. It is a land 
of high mountains, dense forests, lowland swamps, coral islands, torrential rainfall, 
many rivers and great biodiversity. Almost twenty six percent of the people are 
Evangelical Christians.  

    There are many challenges facing the churches in Papua New Guinea. Effective 
discipling is the most urgent and prevalent need. Ominalism, syncretism and 
pollution of Christianity with spiritism and the occult are sadly widespread. Culturally 
appropriate ways of building biblical faith, character, lifestyle and worldview must be 
developed; pray for creative, insightful groups to achieve this. Lack of Scripture 
translations and widespread functional illiteracy generate both spiritual stagnancy 
and vulnerability to nominalism or theological error. Pray for more Bible and 
discipleship material specifically developed for oral learners. 

(Taken from operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    Read and reflect upon Psalm 57. God is your refuge; when storms come you can 
take cover in Him. When trials rage, be steadfast and sing the praises of the God 
who keeps you in safety during the storm.  



 

 
  



 
 


