
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – September 24, 2017 
One Day: 

Unexpected Purpose 
Exodus 2 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 89 

 Monday 
• Jeremiah 49:23-39 
• John 20:19-31 
• Psalm 139:1-9 

 Tuesday 
• Jeremiah 50 
• John 21:1-14 
• Psalm 139:10-24 

 Wednesday 
• Jeremiah 51:1-26 
• John 21:15-25 
• Psalm 140 

 Thursday 
• Jeremiah 51:27-64 
• 1 Timothy 1 
• Psalm 141 

 Friday 
• Jeremiah 52 
• 1 Timothy 2 
• Psalm 142 

 

Discussion Questions 
• Everybody has a day where they made bad decisions. What are some 

examples of these days? 
 

 

• How do we often think God looks at these days? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
• Why are we prone to think God can’t get past these bad decisions? 
 
 
 
 
 
• According to Acts 7:25, what did Moses 

know God wanted him to do? What mistake 
did Moses make? 

 
 
 
 

 
• If he believed God wanted him to lead the 

nation to freedom, why was he content to 
tend sheep on the backside of a mountain? 

 
 
 
 
 
• What in your past might be keeping you 

from being used by God? What if God 
wants to use your mistake(s) for His 
purpose? Will you let Him? 



Monday - The Best of the Best 
By Kel Cunard 

“But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian.” 
Exodus 2:15 

    There are some areas of life where only the best should apply. People in the 
bottom ten percent of their senior class do not typically get acceptance letters to 
Ivy League schools. Only "the few and the proud" have the right stuff for the 
Marines. And I don't think I'll ever get drafted by the NBA.  
    Logic would dictate that the same would hold true for any role in the 
redemptive plan of the Lord of all creation. You and I would think the God who 
holds the universe in the palm of His hand would only take the best of the best 
to join His team, and we would be absolutely wrong. 
    The pages of the Bible are filled with flawed people being used in amazing 
ways. Abraham was the recipient of a remarkable promise: "You and your wife 
Sarah, even though you are advanced in years, will have a son and the whole 
earth will be blessed through your family." The happy couple was so inspired by 
God's invitation that they took matters in their own hands and had Abraham 
father a child with Sarah's servant. They failed miserably, but God responded 
with love and did not discard them from His plan.  
    David was a giant slayer and the man who would be king. He practiced 
unbelievable patience as the Lord unfolded His plan to end King Saul's reign. 
Once he took the throne, he led God's people in spiritual revival and national 
expansion. But when he grew complacent, the warrior-king became a lying, 
murdering adulterer. David should be remembered for his failures, but he is 
remembered as a man after God's own heart. God's love and grace were bigger 
than David's failures.  
    Peter was part of Jesus's inner circle. He was there for every amazing 
moment. He saw the lame walk, the blind see, and the dead raised. Peter got 
out of the boat and walked on water toward Jesus, and he was the one who 
boldly declared "Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God." Peter 
witnessed breathtaking moments that would blow our minds, but on the night 
Jesus was arrested, he failed miserably when he denied Jesus. And yet, this 
breathtaking failure did not keep him from being useful to God as the leader of 
His Church.  
    When God called Moses to set His people free from slavery in Egypt, he was 
a murderer hiding from justice on the far side of nowhere. He had grown up in 
Pharaoh’s palace, now he was out in the wilderness tending to the flocks. There 
was nothing about his past that predicted future greatness, but God was bigger 
than his greatest mistakes and more powerful than his worst moments.  
    What moment in your past is keeping you from believing God can use you? 
Read Exodus 2 and consider how the story of Moses might point to a life of 
unexpected purpose for you.   



Tuesday – Winning Through Mistakes 
By George Volpe 

“…Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, of who I am chief.” 
 1 Timothy 1:15 

Mistakes are a normal part of living, but we don’t have to let our mistakes 
define us or our future. Usually we feel bad about the mistake, and about the 
hurt we might have caused others. But when we realize we’ve made a mistake, 
we have choices. 

We can stay wrapped up in the guilt and bad feelings. We can beat ourselves 
up. We can view the mistake as some sort of “proof” that we’re bad, 
undeserving of love and forgiveness. We may even think things like, “I can’t do 
anything right.” We can end up in a terrible cycle of self-destruction and 
depression. And we can lose hope. We continue to make poor choices because 
we feel like it doesn’t really matter anyway. 

Or, we can choose to look at the mistake, consider the results of our actions, 
and learn from it. Then we can leave the mistake in the past and choose a 
different path. We need to let go of the guilt, forgive ourselves, and ask for 
God’s forgiveness and guidance. We can take the lessons that we learn from 
our mistakes and decide how we want to move forward. 

The apostle Paul knew what it meant to make a mistake. That doesn’t mean, 
however, that he forgot all about what he had done. He freely acknowledged his 
past. In 1 Timothy 1:15 he says, “…Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners, of who I am chief.” And in Philippians 3:13 he writes, “My brethren, I do 
not consider that I have reached the goal; but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are 
before...” 

These passages give us great hope. God can use all things for good. And, as 
Paul’s example shows, none of us have reached perfection. We will continue to 
make mistakes. But even our worst mistakes can be forgiven, and God can 
even use our mistakes to accomplish His purpose. God used Paul’s dedicated 
and passionate heart to convey Christ’s message to millions. 

Abraham Lincoln saw many failures and losses during his life. He had a 
business failure. He lost his fiancé. He even had a nervous breakdown. And he 
was defeated a dozen times before he was elected president. Yet God used this 
man to re-unite a divided country and initiate freedom from slavery in America. 

Until we reach Heaven, mistakes and failures will be part of living. But Christ 
has redeemed us and loves us with an everlasting love. His sacrifice satisfies 
our need for all time. Even in our mistakes Jesus freely gives us His abundant 
grace and peace.  

Read Psalm 38.  



Wednesday – Trash to Treasure 
By Kel Cunard 

“But you are a chosen …people for his own possession…” 1 Peter 2:9 

    When we bought our home thirteen years ago, one of the big selling points 
was actually the worst room in the house. Like almost every room, the paint on 
the walls of the converted lanai was peeling, and the carpet smelled like wet dog 
and looked like a science experiment gone bad. But we believed there was 
something special under all the grit and grime. The house was a fixer upper and 
the price reflected it, so we signed on the dotted line.  
    We gutted that crusty space and made it the playroom that became the center 
of activity for our boys. When they weren’t running around outside, they were in 
the playroom pretending to be pirates or astronauts or soldiers. That room 
played host to countless lightsaber battles and nerf gun wars, and it has been 
the backdrop for the story of our lives.  
    The problem with fixer uppers is they tend to keep needing to be fixed. Our 
home improvement projects continue to outweigh our bank account, but we 
slowly keep chipping away. Recently we turned our attention to the playroom. 
Thirteen years of rambunctious boys had taken its toll, not to mention a roof that 
repeatedly leaked like a sieve. So the roof got replaced, the carpet was cleaned, 
and the paint was refreshed. But something was still missing.  
    In recent years, the boys had bristled at the word playroom. After all, young 
men need something a bit more beastly. On their own, they began referring to 
the room as the man cave. At first I selfishly wondered why the man of the 
house didn’t have a cave, but then I smiled at my boys reaching out for 
adulthood. But for the name to stick, the room needed something new. 
    Over two weekends, the boys and I collected shipping pallets from every 
store that would let us. There were new pallets and old pallets. Pallets that were 
clean, and pallets that were dirty, but every single one of those pallets was 
thrown away as trash. After deconstructing the pallets and assembling them on 
a wall in the man cave, those random boards had been converted into a family 
treasure. Our pallet wall is made of discarded materials. The boards are full of 
nail holes and knot holes. Each plank shows the wear and tear of years in the 
elements, and that’s what makes them perfect. The nicks and cracks are 
essential, and the man cave is now everyone’s favorite room in the house.  
    Whenever my wife or I even hint at the possibility of buying a different house, 
our sons are emphatic that we can’t move. The room that probably frightened 
other buyers away has gone from trash to treasure, and it contains a wall that 
reminds me that our wounds don’t make us useless.  
    Read 1 Peter 2:1-9. Our Heavenly Father lifts broken people like you and me 
from the refuse of life, and makes us sons and daughters of the King. He 
doesn’t cover over our past mistakes and pains. He is so good and so awesome 
that He can take our worst days and turn them into beautiful reminders of His 
grace and glory. No matter what has happened in your life, the Lord can take all 
your trash and make you His precious treasure.   



Thursday – It’s Not Over Until It’s Over! 
By Amy Pilson 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6 

Something resonates with me about the story of Moses, his actions and 
resulting course in life. That “something”, God’s purpose for his life, was realized 
in spite of the detour his path took. From Moses’ birth, and being hidden in a 
basket on the river, God was working to place Moses in a position where he 
could do something about freeing the Hebrews. A position in Pharaoh’s house 
would be an ideal spot to make a change! He could have possibly been the 
Pharaoh or almost as powerful.  

Then one decision made in the heat of the moment changed everything. 
Moses ends up running for his life, becomes homeless and a lowly shepherd – a 
big change from where he had been just the day before. Many of us have been 
in a place where we felt we had an idea of what God was calling us to do with 
our lives.  Then one decision or event changed everything. (Moses at least 
didn’t know at that time what God’s plan was for him.) We often feel the calling 
has ended or is no longer possible and our emotions can be very mixed.  

Moses spent 40 years in the wilderness moving on with his life until once 
again, a brief moment changed the course of his life.  The unexpected event this 
time was an encounter with God. Here he is presented with an opportunity to 
help his people. Remember his compassion for his people is what led him to 
commit the murder that caused him to run. But compassion dissipated and fear 
took over. God’s intention was to use Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 
Moses’ actions didn’t alter God’s plans. (Side note, sometimes God just factors 
in our decisions or actions into His plans and uses them to redirect our desires 
to match His, but He always uses them.) 

Moses’s time in the desert was useful training for when he led the people to 
wander the desert for 40 years. So what if Moses hadn’t killed the man? Maybe 
Moses would have had a different life and an easier time of getting the people 
free. In the end he had the same mission, it just possibly wasn’t in the same 
time frame as originally designed and maybe it was a lot harder. God still used 
this man.  

The same can be true for us. Perhaps things seem to have derailed 
somewhere along the way. Maybe we feel God isn’t going to use us after all. 
Hold onto your hats – a simple, unexpected encounter may cause you to realize 
that what you thought was over is alive again and His plans for you are going to 
be put in place.    

“The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, 
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.” Psalm 138:8  



Friday – Anointed 
By Kel Cunard 

“And the LORD said, 'Arise, anoint him, for this is he.'” 1 Samuel 16:12 

    Through the life of Moses, this week's sermon challenged you to believe that 
no matter what their past holds, God can use anyone. Moses was a murderer 
who spent forty years hiding on the backside of nowhere before God called him, 
but he is far from the only example of this principle. Gideon was the weakest 
man from the weakest family, but God used him to defeat hundreds of 
thousands of Midianites with only 300 men. Paul was a persecutor of Christians 
before he surrendered his life to Christ on the road to Damascus. And Jesus's 
own disciples were a rag-tag bunch of fishermen, tax collectors and 
revolutionaries.  

    Even though we know these stories, do we believe God can use anyone? Do 
you believe God can use even you? 

    To help answer those questions, consider King David. By the end of his life, 
David had been a murdering adulterer, but because of his repentance, he is 
remembered as a man after God's own heart. But to understand how his life 
ended, we have to understand how his calling began. Why was David chosen by 
God to be the future king? What had he accomplished? Which prestigious 
university did he attend? What armies had he led? What governments had he 
administered? David was the youngest and smallest of his family. He was just a 
kid out in the fields watching the sheep. His brothers didn't even like him (1 
Samuel 17:28-29) and his father had to be reminded he existed.  

    And yet, the Lord told Samuel to anoint David the future king of His chosen 
people. God decided to use David before there was any evidence that he was 
useful. David was not the answer to God's problem. He was the vessel God 
chose to bring glory to Himself.  

    Just as God chose David, He also chose you if you have surrendered your life 
to Christ (John 6:44; Revelation 13:8). If you are in Christ, you have been 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. Read 2 Corinthians 1:21-22. The anointing you 
received does not mark you as a future king or queen. It inducts you into the 
service of the King of Kings, and He doesn't make any mistakes. 

    God can use anyone because He's the One who chooses to use them. Our 
capacity to be used by God is not based on our ability. It is based on our 
obedience. Staying on the sidelines because you don't believe God can use you 
is just a thinly masked form of deliberate disobedience. If you have surrendered 
your life to Christ, God chose to anoint you with the Holy Spirit and with His 
power. Who are you to tell Him He made a mistake?   



Weekend – The Secret Handshake 
By Kel Cunard  

“And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:14  

    We are all wired with a desire to belong. From inclusion in preschool 
playground games to invitations to social events in adulthood, we want to know 
we are a part of the group. That is what makes new environments so daunting. 
We are not sure we will belong. This can be particularly disconcerting for people 
who have never been to church or have not been in years. They take those first 
timid steps on a Sunday morning, pull up to see a huge building with a dozen 
entrances, and they aren't sure where to go. They notice all the stained glass 
and realize there is nowhere else in their lives where they ever encounter such 
ornate window treatments. Most of all they worry if they will fit in. Did they wear 
the right thing? Will they talk the right way? Will they sit and stand at the right 
times? Will they need to know a secret handshake to be accepted? 
    There are no secret handshakes in the church, but there is a sign someone is 
a Christian that should never be a secret. This weekend’s FAN Day will not be a 
success just because we had fun and ate great food. FAN Day will be 
successful if our guests encounter a people who have "put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony." The greatest tool we have to make a 
visitor feel welcome is love. Read John 13:34-35.  
    In the moments before our guests arrive, are we going to be a church that 
makes people wish they knew the secret handshake as they drive away for the 
last time? Or are we going to be a church that looks a lot like Jesus by our love? 
Jesus gave the command. The world will make the judgment. But the choice is 
ours. Will our guests know you are a Christian by your love?  

Pray for the World: Niger 
The largest religion in Niger is Muslim with only .34% being Christian.  Pray for the 
specialist Christian ministries in Niger, including: 
a) Aid and development projects for one of the world’s poorest countries should 
ideally uplift and then empower the people. Samaritan’s Purse, Impacting Niger, 
World Vision, Lutheran World Relief and many others try to invest wisely into the 
lives of the people by providing for their needs. Pray that such ministry by Christians 
would demonstrate the love of God and make an eternal difference in the lives of 
those impacted.  b) Medical ministry is very effective in this deprived nation. SIM 
runs the Galmi hospital, and TLM runs the SIM-founded Danja hospital, which has 
the national referral center for leprosy as well as an ophthalmic center.  c) The 
many prostitutes in the capital are the focus of a significant outreach by CAPRO. 
The problem of prostitution in southern Niger intensifies as shari’a law is enforced in 
northern Nigeria, but a lack of funds and personnel threatens this crucial ministry.    

(taken from Operationworld.org) 
 

Prepare for Worship 
       As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 67 and consider the 
unbelievable blessings the Lord has given to us.  

 



 

 
  



 
 


