
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – October 1, 2017 
FAN Day 
Luke 19 

 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________ 
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Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 90 

 Monday 
• Lamentations 1-2 
• 1 Timothy 3 
• Psalm 143 

 Tuesday 
• Lamentations 3 
• 1 Timothy 4 
• Psalm 144:1-5 

 Wednesday 
• Lamentations 4 
• 1 Timothy 5:1-13 
• Psalm 144:6-15 

 Thursday 
• Lamentations 5 
• 1 Timothy 5:14-6:2 
• Psalm 145 

 Friday 
• Ezekiel 1:1-3:15 
• 1 Timothy 6:3-21 
• Psalm 146 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What is your favorite sports team and why?  

• When has it been easy to be a fan?  When has it been hard? Why? 

• Why were the people cheering Jesus as He came into Jerusalem? 

• What did they probably expect from Him?  

• What are things we expect from God? 

• What is our response when He meets our 
expectations versus when He doesn’t? 

• How do your determine if you’re a fan of God 
or a follower?
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Monday – Fair Weather Fan 
By Kel Cunard 

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” Luke 19:38 

    Life’s not easy for a Bucs fan, and I’ve been one most of my life. I can barely 
remember going to my first game at the Big Sombrero in 1977. But after growing 
up in North Carolina, I was excited to live in an NFL market when we moved 
here in 1995. However, my excitement faded when their games were blacked 
out every Sunday. Tony Dungy’s arrival brought relevance and success, and it 
was great to be a fan of a winning team. When they won the Super Bowl in 
2003, we all thought it was the beginning of something special. Sadly, the next 
decade brought years of frustration, futility and not even one playoff game 
victory, but 2017 is going to be different.  
    In the build up to this season, several prognosticators have picked the 
Buccaneers to make the playoffs. Some have gone so far as to put them in the 
Super Bowl and predict Jameis Winston will win league MVP. While I wouldn’t 
go that far or buy any postseason tickets quite yet, I have been looking forward 
to this season with cautious optimism. That was until last Sunday, when they 
were annihilated by the Minnesota Vikings. Jameis seemed to complete more 
passes to the guys in purple, and eleven orange traffic cones could have played 
better defense. By the third quarter, I was in the garage finding anything to do 
other than watching that debacle.  
    I don’t think I would ever switch my allegiance to another team, but my 
passion for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers is determined by their success. You 
see, I am a fan, but I am not always a follower. 
    In his book Not a Fan, Pastor Kyle Idleman makes a distinction between the 
fans and followers of something far more important than any football team.  

    Fans are happy to follow Jesus as long as that doesn’t require any 
significant changes or have negative implications, but there is no way to 
follow Jesus without him interfering with your life. Following Jesus always 
costs something. This brings up a very telling question for most fans: has 
following Jesus cost you anything? Fans come to Jesus thinking tune-up, 
but Jesus is thinking overhaul. Fans want Jesus to inspire them, but Jesus 
wants to interfere with their lives…  
    Many have made a decision to believe in Jesus without making a 
commitment to follow Jesus. The gospel allows for no such distinction. 
Biblical belief is more than mental assent or verbal acknowledgment. Many 
fans have repeated a prayer or raised their hand or walked forward at the 
end of a sermon and made a decision to believe, but there was never a 
commitment to follow. Jesus never offered such an option. He is looking 
for more than words of belief; he’s looking to see how those words are 
lived out in your life. When we decide to believe in Jesus without making a 
commitment to follow him, we become nothing more than fans.  

    Read Luke 19:28-40 and Matthew 27:15-23 and “prayerfully ask yourself: Am 
I a fan or a follower of Jesus?”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+31%3A16-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A15-23&version=ESV


Tuesday – I’m Committed . . . 
Unless I Change My Mind! 

By George Volpe 

“I am the way, the truth, and the Life. No man 
comes to the Father, but by me.” John 14:6 

 
  We’ve all seen people jogging in great weather like sunshine and gentle 
warmth. That kind of day almost beckons us to get outside. But I’ve also seen 
people jogging in weather that makes me applaud their motivation. They jog in 
rain until they are soaked to the skin. They jog in snow in sneakers when the 
snow is over their ankles. They jog when it’s below zero, and when it is 95 
degrees. What is wrong with these people? I have to say they are truly 
committed. Sometimes I think they ought to be (lol). Kidding aside, that’s only 
because I see something in them that I wish I had more of. 

I also see other people who claim they are “runners,” but they are different. 
They will only jog when everything is perfect. They have to feel like jogging, the 
weather has to be just right, it has to be the right time of day, and so on. They 
want to look like committed joggers, and to brag about how they fit into the 
group of those who will do whatever it takes to be a cardio star. They are fair-
weather fans. They show an outward interest in jogging, but they will run only if 
everything is to their liking. That’s not commitment to exercise. That’s 
commitment to self and comfort.   

People everywhere claim to be fans of Jesus. They know about Him, they 
even agree with Him and call themselves “Christians.” But they are only fans of 
Christ, not followers. They might follow Christ until the storms of life prove 
difficult, and discomfort hits hard. Then they set God aside, and put themselves 
back on the throne of their heart. They look for the path that best suits them. 
God quickly becomes irrelevant. That’s not commitment to God. That’s 
commitment to self. 

“He (Christ) died for all, that those who live should no longer live to 
themselves, but to him who for their sakes died and rose again.” (2 Corinthians 
5:15) 

Jesus died to rescue all men from sin, but not all men are committed to Jesus. 
They might know of Him, but they do not know Him personally, intimately. They 
may know the Bible and all the right words to say. They may appear smarter 
than everybody. But when God decides they have reached their final day on 
earth, will they be revealed as a fan or a follower of Jesus? 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the Life. No man comes to the 
Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) So I need to ask myself, whose way am I 
following? What voices am I listening to? Have I invented my own path to 
eternal life? Or am I following the only One who will truly lead to eternal life? Am 
I a fan or a committed follower of Jesus? 

I do not want to be known as someone who jumps ship when the going gets 
tough, who lacks commitment to something I say I believe in, or who trades 
loyalties when something more attractive comes along. When my allegiance to 
Jesus is put to the test, I want to be known as a follower, not a fair-weather fan. 
So my friend, are you a fan, or a follower of Jesus? Read John 10.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10&version=ESV


Wednesday – Seek Him First! 
By Cathy Slusser 

“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 
Philippians 4:13 

I just returned from the American Christian Fiction Writers’ Conference in 
Dallas, Texas.  The conference is an opportunity for Christian fiction writers to 
gather, socialize and learn about the craft of writing.  It is also a chance to meet 
with agents, editors and publishers to sell your work. Many writers attend 
seeking that elusive “contract” that most people feel makes them a “real” author.   

This was my second time to attend the ACFW conference.  Last year, I also 
hoped to gain a contract and stressed about selling myself and my work.  
Instead, I was surprised to find confirmation that being an independently 
published author is the path that God planned for me.  

When I made reservations to attend this year’s conference, I didn’t seek any 
appointments, only hoped to just learn to be a better writer. However, upon 
arriving at the conference center, the same anxiety, complete with aching 
stomach and racing heart, enveloped me.  I should have made appointments.  I 
should have brought nicer clothing.  I should have brought materials to give to 
the professionals in the industry. Though I had no appointments, I caught the 
nerves from other attendees.  Participants’ heightened emotions filled the air.   

On the second day, I attended a class taught by author and publicist, Allen 
Arnold.  Allen spoke about coauthoring with God.  He noted that as Christian 
authors, we should not be concerned about awards, contracts or even, word 
count.  Our goal should not be the accolades of man, but intimacy with God.  He 
noted that the fresh breath and life of the Holy Spirit is what sets apart the Christ 
followers’ work from the rest of the world.  Allen added that when we have 
trouble writing, it may not be because we have writer’s block, but that we are 
seeking to please man rather than focusing on our relationship with God.  
Finally, he stated that God is more concerned that the process of writing brings 
us closer to Him than He is with what and how much we write.   

As Arnold spoke, I felt my own breathing slow.  My stomach eased.  I 
remembered what truly is important.  The rest of the room must have felt the 
same way as the anxiety that once swirled through the conference center 
dissipated.  

Followers of Christ seek Him first.  No matter what task lies before you today, 
when you are filled with His Spirit, anything is possible.    

Read Philippians 4:10-20.  In verse 12, Paul writes of his circumstances.  
What was he facing?  Despite the difficulties of life, Paul found the key to 
successfully negotiating those challenges.  He lists it in verses 19-20.  What are 
they?  What are you facing today that has you worried and afraid?  How does it 
make you feel to know that God is able to overcome those difficulties?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A10-20&version=ESV


Thursday – Two Groups 
An excerpt from Kyle Idleman’s Not a Fan (Chapter 1, pages 19-22) 

    Chances are that if you are reading this you fall into one of two groups:  

    1. The “Jesus fish on the back of my car” group. You are serious enough 
about your faith that you shop in the Christian section of the bookstore. In which 
case, when I ask you “Are you a follower of Jesus?” it seems rhetorical and 
you’re ready to put this down. You recognize that this is an important question 
for many to consider, but asking you? Well, it’s like walking into a Boston pub 
and asking, “Who cheers for the Red Sox?” It’s an important question, but you’re 
so sure of your answer that your mind quickly dismisses it. But before you move 
on too quickly, let me clarify what I am not asking. I am not asking: Do you go to 
church?; Did you walk forward during a twelve-minute version of Just as I Am?; 
or Did you get a purpose driven life in 40 days or less?  

    Here's my point: many of us are quick to say, "Yes, I'm a follower of Jesus," 
but I'm not sure we really understand what we are saying. One of the most 
sobering passages of Scripture tells of a day when many who consider 
themselves to be followers of Jesus will be stunned to find out that he doesn’t 
even recognize them. Read Matthew 7:21-23. Jesus tells of a day where 
everyone who has ever lived will stand before God. On that day many who call 
themselves Christians and identify themselves as followers will stand confidently 
in front of Jesus only to hear him say, “I never knew you. Away from me.” If 
you’ve just assumed you are a follower of Jesus, I pray that this week will 
confirm that confidence or convict you to reevaluate your relationship with Jesus 
and reaffirm your commitment to follow him. 

    2. The “Why is there a fish on the back of my friend’s car?” group. If you 
are a part of this group, then you were probably given this by somebody who 
cares about you, and who probably has a fish on their car. And maybe you 
skipped over the question, "Are you a follower of Jesus?" It’s not that you’re 
against the question or offended by it. It just doesn’t seem relevant to you. But 
it’s irrelevant to you in a different way than the people in group number one. It’s 
not that you have already answered the question; it’s that the question doesn’t 
seem worth answering. You mean no offense; you’re just not into it.  

    But… what if? Would you pause for a moment and ask yourself, What if all of 
life comes down to this one question? What if there really is a heaven and there 
really is a hell, and where I spend eternity comes down to this one question? 
That may seem completely ridiculous, but if there is some part of you that 
considers this a minute possibility, then isn’t it worth thinking through that 
question? As you read this book I hope you would at least consider that this may 
be the most important question you ever answer. I believe that the reason we 
were put on this earth is to answer this one question. And the truth is, whether 
or not we do so consciously or intentionally, we all answer this question. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A21-23&version=ESV


Friday– D.T.R. 
An excerpt from Kyle Idleman’s Not a Fan (Chapter 1, pages 25-33) 

So where do you want to start in determining if you really are a follower of 
Jesus? How do you decide if this is even something you would want to 
consider? Let's begin by having a D.T.R. talk with Jesus. D.T.R. stands for 
"Define the Relationship." This is the official talk that takes place at some point 
in a romantic relationship to determine the level of commitment. You want to see 
where things stand and find out if what you have is real. If you sat down with 
Jesus and discussed your relationship, how would you respond to these 
questions: Is your relationship exclusive? How would you define your 
relationship? What is your level of commitment? Are you a follower of Him?  

   It may seem that there are many followers of Jesus, but if they were honestly 
to define the relationship they have with him I am not sure it would be accurate 
to describe them as followers. It seems to me that there is a more suitable word 
to describe them. They are not followers of Jesus. They are fans of Jesus.  

    Here is the most basic definition of fan in the dictionary: “An enthusiastic 
admirer.” It’s the guy who goes to the football game with no shirt and a painted 
chest. He sits in the stands and cheers for his team. He’s got a signed jersey 
hanging on his wall at home and multiple bumper stickers on the back of his car. 
But he’s never in the game. He never breaks a sweat or takes a hard hit in the 
open field. He knows all about the players and can rattle off their latest stats, but 
he doesn’t know the players. He yells and cheers, but nothing is really required 
of him. There is no sacrifice he has to make. And the truth is, as excited as he 
seems, if the team he’s cheering for starts to let him down and has a few off 
seasons, his passion will wane pretty quickly. After several losing seasons you 
can expect him to jump off the fan wagon and begin cheering for some other 
team. He is an enthusiastic admirer. 

    And I think Jesus has a lot of fans these days. Fans who cheer for him when 
things are going well, but who walk away when it’s a difficult season. Fans who 
sit safely in the stands cheering, but they know nothing of the sacrifice and pain 
of the field. Fans of Jesus who know all about him, but they don’t know him. 

    But Jesus was never interested in having fans. When he defines what kind of 
relationship He wants, "Enthusiastic Admirer" isn't an option. My concern is that 
many of our churches in America have gone from being sanctuaries to 
becoming stadiums. And every week all the fans come to the stadium where 
they cheer for Jesus but have no interest in truly following him. The biggest 
threat to the church today is fans who call themselves Christians but aren’t 
actually interested in following Christ. They want to be close enough to Jesus to 
get all the benefits, but not so close that it requires anything from them. Read 
Luke 14:25-33. 
    How would you define your relationship with Jesus today?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A25-33&version=ESV


Weekend – Reverse 
By Kel Cunard  

“No longer will there be anything accursed…” Revelation 22:3 

    When I first stepped foot into my college’s computer lab, I was blown away. In 
hindsight, it wasn’t that the computers were all that amazing. Most of them were 
still using MS-DOS and 5 ¼ floppy disk drives, and the towers that were running 
Windows 3.1 were the size of a small car. But when the greatest thing you had 
ever seen a computer do was play Oregon Trail, you are easily impressed. 
    Having learned to type on an Apple IIe, I loved all the features available in 
WordPerfect 5.1 and Microsoft Works. Simple things like font choices and the 
ability to apply bold, italic or underlines to text was remarkable. But one of the 
best things was a little word that made a big difference: undo. Whenever I made 
a mistake and needed to make things right again, all I had to do was click undo 
(or ctrl+z). It was a mini time machine that made all things right. Deleted 
paragraphs were restored, and egregious errors were reversed. 
    Sometimes life needs an undo button, something that could reverse all the 
brokenness we see around us. Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, the world has 
been cursed, but there will come a time when Revelation 22:3 will become a 
reality. Read Luke 7 and join us this weekend as we begin a new four-week 
series focusing on the undo button the Lord brought to the world and difference 
He can make in our broken lives.   

Pray for the World: Paraguay 
The Roman Catholic Church has long dominated the spiritual and political life of 

Paraguay. Although it admirably opposes corruption and immorality, there is also 
much superstitious traditionalism, strong devotion to Mary and occult-related 
bondage to many pre-Christian deities and customs. These practices keep millions 
from liberty in the Lord Jesus and must be broken by prayer. The Church often 
actively opposes the work of evangelicals. Paraguay has never had a true spiritual 
awakening, and few of the Catholic Spanish-Guaraní majority have a living 
relationship with Christ. 

A large proportion of Paraguay’s believers are from immigrant backgrounds: 
German-speaking (Mennonites and Lutherans), Brazilian (Pentecostals), Ukrainian 
(Baptists and Pentecostals) and Korean (Presbyterians). These immigrant 
communities are sometimes inward-looking and isolated from mainstream national 
life. But there is a growing awareness of their responsibility to reach out with the 
Gospel; Koreans are involved in outreach and Mennonites actively work with 
indigenous peoples in the Chaco. Pray for a spiritual awakening and great mission 
vision in the immigrant churches.                     (Taken from www.operationworld.org) 
 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare for this weekend’s worship service, read Psalm 68 and give 
thanks to the One who is the “Father of the fatherless and protector of widows.” 
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