
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – October 8, 2017 
Reverse 
Luke 7 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 91 

 Monday 
• Ezekiel 3:16-5:17 
• 2 Timothy 1 
• Psalm 147 

 Tuesday 
• Ezekiel 6-7 
• 2 Timothy 2:1-13 
• Psalm 148 

 Wednesday 
• Ezekiel 8-9 
• 2 Timothy 2:14-26 
• Psalm 149-150 

 Thursday 
• Ezekiel 10:1-11:13 
• 2 Timothy 3 
• Proverbs 1:1-19 

 Friday 
• Ezekiel 11:14-12:28 
• 2 Timothy 4 
• Proverbs 1:20-33 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some examples of how our world is broken? What personally bothers 

you the most out of this list? Why? 
 
 
 

• How have you seen humanity trying to overcome and/or fix these broken areas?  
What do these humanitarian efforts reveal about us?  

 
 
 
• Why is it odd that a centurion would seek out Jesus?  Why didn’t he go get Jesus 

himself?  Why did he not allow Jesus to enter his home? 
 
 
 
• How can we find a balance between 

approaching God as our Father yet remaining 
reverent and in awe of His holiness? 

 
 
 
 
• The centurion believed all Jesus needed to 

do was say a word and his servant would be 
healed.  How does this faith differ from ours?  
How does our lack of faith reveal itself in our 
prayers and the way we relate to God?  

 
 
 
 
 
• What can we do to increase our 

understanding of God’s character? 
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Monday – I Deserve 
By Kel Cunard 

“I am not worthy…” Luke 7:6 

    Something’s not quite right. We can sense it every time we look at the world. 
With the slaughter in Las Vegas and the destruction inflicted by three mega 
storms (so far), we can’t help but feel like the world is out of control.  

    Even as we witness natural disasters and mass murder on the nightly news, 
we observe with a sense of detachment. We are just removed enough to feel 
slightly insulated from the chaos and heartache. But in those moments when the 
world’s brokenness strays a little too close to home, we are awoken from our 
slumber to a sobering reality: we can’t fix the world. We can’t cure the cancer 
that has invaded the body and might steal the life of our loved one. We can’t 
save the crumbling marriages of our friends and family. We can’t bring peace to 
a world that seems dead set on war. Something’s definitely not right, and we 
can’t fix it.  

    When things go awry in our lives, another thought is usually not far behind: "I 
deserve better." This statement is the heart cry of our sinful self. Ever since the 
Garden of Eden, this longing has driven our selfish behaviors. Adam and Eve 
believed God was holding out on them and were convinced they deserved a 
better than perfect life. What we inherited from them is far worse. We possess a 
sinful and selfish nature that continually pulls us away from God and toward 
what we believe we deserve. And this only makes the world and our lives worse. 

    In this week's sermon, we witnessed the faith of a Roman centurion. Revisit 
Luke 7:1-10. Once Jesus had agreed to come and heal his servant, the 
centurion declared he was not worthy to even have Jesus in his home, but many 
of our problems in life arise from a heart that thinks we are worthy. Our flesh 
wants us to think that we deserve better from God than we get. We are resentful 
when God does not come through like we think He should, and our resentment 
arises from an inflated view of our worthiness. When in your life have you been 
resentful toward God? How would your perspectives on the disappointments of 
life change if you approached God like the centurion? 

    The truth is we are not worthy of anything good from the Lord. Because of our 
sin, what we deserve is His wrath, but because Jesus paid our debt so we can 
now be adopted into the family of God. Standing on that truth, we no longer 
have to worry about what we deserve and all the things we can’t fix. We are now 
free to live the life that HE deserves – a life of gratitude for His grace and mercy. 
What does the Lord deserve from your life today? 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+7%3A1-10&version=ESV


Tuesday – Back to the Future! 
By George Volpe 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 

more pain: for the former things are passed away.” (Revelation 21:4) 
 
I can imagine the first man taking his first breath, waking up to a beautiful 

garden called Eden. I picture Adam knowing no one but God, walking with Him, 
cheerfully obeying His voice. Animals calmly living all around Adam in peace 
and harmony. No sickness, no sorrow, no pain, no bloodshed. I picture life as it 
was meant to be. 

And then we see where the world is today. Our first parents made a decision 
that entangled our world in the snare of sin. And we have the same heart 
inclinations. The continual waves of hatred, murder, rape, abuse, stealing, lying 
and fighting everywhere are a painful reminder of the results of wrong decisions. 
But it was not supposed to be this way. 

Picture Jesus: a tender, loving, gentle man who is also fully God. Most 
powerful and most high, yet gentle enough to embrace little children. 
Compassionate enough to feed others when He himself was hungry. Loving 
enough to tend to the needs of others when He himself was hurting and needed 
rest. Speaking the truth with every word. And many who listened and saw who 
Jesus really was, were changed forever. And yet, so many others denied the 
truth, denied His message, and chose hatred and rebellion instead of humility 
and forgiveness.  Sin moved rebellious people to kill the Son of God. And it is 
still a wicked and powerful force driving people to make awful decisions today. It 
was not supposed to be this way.  

Sin has a significant effect on our physical world as well. We wake each 
morning and wonder how we got so old so quick. All of us are battling sickness 
and getting weaker day by day. We are watching our friends and loved ones 
leave us, a reminder that what we did not spend a lot of time thinking about 
when we were young is now staring us in the face.  

When the doctor says the words that no one wants to hear it hits hard.  But 
there are times when God chooses to supersede even the natural course of 
events. When Jesus healed people, He did what could not be explained. He 
reversed the curse of sin. Jesus gave us a glimpse of what our future holds. 
Someday the Son of God will be our only light. No more darkness. No more 
sickness or pain.  Then we can say, “This is the way it was supposed to be.” 
Read Revelation 22. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev22&version=ESV


Wednesday –Blindness 
By Kel Cunard 

“…as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.”  
2 Corinthians 4:18 

    Andreas Heinecke was born in 1955. His mother was of Jewish descent and 

members of her family had been victims of the Holocaust. His father was of 

German descent and members of his family had been part of the Nazi regime. A 

concern for the marginalization of people on the fringes was certainly a 

foundational part of his worldview. 

    In 1986, Andreas was working for a German broadcasting corporation as a 

journalist and documentary writer when he was asked to prepare a training 

program for a colleague who had lost the sense of sight. After spending a great 

deal of time with the man, Adreas was shocked at the discrimination the visually 

impaired experienced.  

    This interaction drove Andreas to develop a demonstration which allows 

people who can see to experience the world of the visually impaired. Dialogue in 
the Dark is an exhibition where visitors are led by blind guides in complete 

darkness through specially constructed rooms in which scent, sound, wind, 

temperature and texture convey the characteristics of daily environments. The 

routines of ordinary life become a whole new experience. The blind provide the 

visitors with security and a sense of orientation by transmitting to them a world 

without pictures. The tour itself lasts for about one hour, but the effects can last 

a lifetime. 

    There are over 11 million Americans who are blind or visually impaired, but 

every human suffers from spiritual blindness. We fail to recognize that what we 

see is only a portion of the world we live in. Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-18. Life is 

never easy, but life is also more than any hardship or joy we will face. What 
circumstances in your life feel like verses 7-12?  

    In this week’s sermon, we witnessed how Jesus reversed the circumstances 

of a centurion who walked by faith. He did not let what he saw on earth 

determine how he would see the forces of Heaven. Even though the death of his 

beloved servant was imminent, he believed Christ was omnipotent.  

    Walking by faith means we see beyond what is seen to the hope we can have 

in Christ, a hope that only comes by trusting in His faithfulness rather than our 

earthly senses. Ask the Lord to help you rely less on your physical sight so that 
you can see Him more clearly.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A7-18&version=ESV


Thursday – Hungry! 
By Cathy Slusser 

“The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, 
the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. 

And they praised the God of Israel.”  Matthew 15:31 
 
Five months ago I had knee replacement surgery, and the changes in my 

body still astound me.  The aches and joint problems appeared so slowly that I 
forgot what it felt like to be pain free.  Once recovered, the ability to walk upright, 
briskly, and fully extend my legs caught me by surprise.  I often stop and reflect 
on the change, thankful for how far I have come.   

People who see me for the first time since surgery are amazed at my posture 
and health.  Some think I have lost weight, others surmise that the new knees 
make me taller.  The truth is that I no longer walk bent over in pain, dragging my 
feet with effort.  They even see the changes in my face.  Now, pain free, I am 
relaxed and joyful.   

When they see the difference, I am quick to tell them the reasons.  I praise 
God, my surgeon, the hospital nurses and physical therapists.  If they have 
contemplated joint replacement surgery, I encourage them not to wait any 
longer.  I truly feel like a modern-day miracle and understand how the people 
Jesus healed could not keep quiet about his work in their lives even when He 
warned them not to speak.   

It occurs to me that God has healed other broken places in my life, but I don’t 
talk about them as readily.  Why is it that I am quick to praise the medical staff, 
but reluctant to talk about God’s work in my personal life?  Why is the change 
that He made in my heart not as evident as my improved gait to those I 
encounter?  This world is a broken and hurting place.  People are desperately 
looking for peace and hope.  They look for it in places that will not satisfy, drugs, 
alcohol, relationships and things.   

As Christians, we don’t have all the answers to the questions people ask 
about why things happen as they do, but we can still introduce them to the One 
who provides peace and hope in the midst of suffering.  Everywhere we went 
this week, people were asking questions.  They talked about tragedy and death. 
How many times this week did we miss opportunities to tell about Christ, the 
light of the world?  Be bold.  Don’t be afraid.  It is in the darkest times, that 
people are willing to listen.  Start with the story of what God has done for you.   
Read Matthew 15:29-39.  What miracle does Jesus perform in this story?  Why 
does He do it?  He knew that people were physically hungry.  We know that the 
people around us are emotionally and spiritually hungry.  How can we feed that 
hunger like Jesus fed the people’s physical hunger? 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+15%3A29-39&version=ESV


Friday – Marvelous 
By Kel Cunard 

“When Jesus heard this, he marveled…” Matthew 8:10 

    It was a normal November afternoon, but our heartrates told us there was 
nothing normal about it. Julie and I were weeks from welcoming our first child 
into the world, but complications with the pregnancy which could have resulted 
in the death of the baby had led the doctors to recommend inducing labor three 
weeks early. That frightening scenario placed us in the doctor's office that day 
for a 3D ultrasound and a battery of tests to determine if our baby's lungs were 
fully developed.  

    Modern ultrasound equipment can produce images from within the womb in 
startling detail. As we looked through tear-filled eyes, we saw our child's little 
hands right down to the creases at the knuckles and ten tiny fingernails. We saw 
two tiny eyes, a small button nose and the curves of a little mouth that moved as 
if it was already trying to speak.  

    The ultrasound technician asked whether we wanted to know if it was a boy 
or a girl. We were both ready for a bit of certainty in such an anxious time, and I 
was one excited papa to not only hear we were having a boy but his lungs were 
also ready to take their first breath.  

    Two days later, the same precious face I had seen in the ultrasound was 
looking up from my arms. My heart is not in my finger but it was thoroughly 
captured that day as his tiny fingers wrapped around mine. My sons are one of 
the greatest blessings in my life, and I continually marvel at the privilege of 
being their dad and seeing them learn and grow. Fatherhood brings tremendous 
joy, but it is not without its heartache and frustration. It often makes me wonder 
how my Heavenly Father feels when He looks at my life.  

    This week we witnessed the interaction between Jesus and a Roman 
centurion, an exchange that made Christ marvel. This man had been knit by 
God in his mother's womb, but when he stood before his Creator, he made his 
Maker marvel.  

    Jesus was often astonished by the people he encountered, but it was usually 
for their disobedience and unbelief. What does God see when He looks at your 
life? Read Galatians 5:16-25. How would you rate yourself (1 to 5) on the 
presence of the fruit of the Spirit in your life? 

Love Joy Peace Patience Kindness Goodness Faithfulness Gentleness Self-Control 

         

    If you desire to make your Heavenly Father proud, then allow Him to make 
these traits present in your life. Live to make Him marvel.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A16-25&version=ESV


Weekend – Wind and Waves 
By Kel Cunard  

“Who then is this…?” Luke 8:25 

    Nature packs quite a punch. Between Harvey, Irma, and Maria, we have 
witnessed the raw power of natural disasters. Hurricane Harvey dumped 50 
inches of rain, destroyed 35,000 homes and flooded Texas and Louisiana with 
27 TRILLION gallons of water. Irma wreaked havoc from Cuba to the Carolinas, 
knocked out the power for 16 million people and caused up to $65 billion in 
damage. On the heels of their encounter with Irma, Puerto Rico was hammered 
by Hurricane Maria. One meteorologist described Maria as “…a 50- to 60-mile-
wide tornado [that] raged across Puerto Rico like a buzz saw.”  

    If 2017 has taught us anything, we have seen how utterly powerless we are. 
No amount of money or technology can hold back the forces of nature, but there 
is One who “gives a command, and even the winds and waves obey Him.”  

    Read Luke 8:22-25 and join us this weekend as we continue our Reverse 
sermon series by looking at God’s power over the forces of nature and His 
tendency to use them to make Himself known. 

  

Pray for the World: Puerto Rico 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria had a devastating impact on Puerto Rico and her 
people. Although Puerto Rico escaped a direct hit from Irma, the storm inflicted 
major damage on the electrical grid and portions of the island were without power 
even before Maria hit.   
The issue of Puerto Rico’s political identity divided the nation in the past. 
Independence, US statehood or the current arrangement of commonwealth are all 
options, but most people now seem content with the status quo. Many are 
concerned with the increasing Americanization of government. The biggest problem 
may be, however, the high levels of corruption that plague local government. Pray 
for wise governance that works for the best interests of the islands’ inhabitants. 
Puerto Rico is traditionally Catholic, but evangelicals have grown steadily from 
0.1% in 1900 to 25.2 % in 2010, with some claiming even higher. A strong majority 
of evangelicals are renewalists in theology. A host of small indigenous groups, 
mostly neo-Pentecostal and charismatic, accounts for the majority of denominations 
and churches, and this is where most growth is currently happening. There is also a 
large charismatic movement in the Catholic Church, which is otherwise in marked 
decline.  (taken from oeprationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 69 and reflect on all the ways 

the Lord has saved you.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A22-25&version=ESV


 
  



 


