
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – October 15, 2017 
Reverse: 

Chaotic World 
Luke 8:22-25 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 92 

 Monday 
• Ezekiel 13 
• Titus 1 
• Proverbs 2:1-9 

 Tuesday 
• Ezekiel 14-15 
• Titus 2 
• Proverbs 2:10-22 

 Wednesday 
• Ezekiel 16 
• Titus 3 
• Proverbs 3:1-12 

 Thursday 
• Ezekiel 17 
• Philemon 1-25 
• Proverbs 3:13-35 

 Friday 
• Ezekiel 18 
• Hebrews 1 
• Proverbs 4:1-11   

Discussion Questions 
• Some storms in life seem to come out of nowhere, but sometimes they are the 

product of our decisions. When was a time in your life when you created a storm 
by your poor choices? 

• Life is never easy and sometimes it is downright painful. When was there a time 
when life just plain hurt? What questions about God arose from your painful 
experiences? 

• Has there been a time when you were able to encourage someone who was 
experiencing a similar storm? How did that 
make you feel? 

• What positive lessons have you learned from 
the storms in your life? 

• What is keeping you from trusting God in the 
storms of life? 

• We are always coming out of, living in or 
heading toward a storm at any point in life. 
How will you react differently the next time a 
storm erupts? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+2%3A1-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+14-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+2%3A10-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+3%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philemon+1-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+3%3A13-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+4%3A1-11&version=ESV


Monday – Storms! 
By Kel Cunard 

“…and he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side of the lake.’” 
Luke 8:22 

    The disciples were no stranger to rough water. Many of them were 
professional fishermen, and they would not have been surprised by the squalls 
that often swept across the Sea of Galilee. However, there was one storm that 
rocked them to their core. Read Luke 8:22-25.  

    When the storm arose, the disciples were terrified. While they shook, Jesus 
snored. While they feared all hope was lost, Jesus was fast asleep and His 
followers wondered if He even cared. 

    The storms of life can prompt the same feelings in us. We worry that the 
waves will overwhelm us, and we wonder if God even cares. But there are some 
important truths to remember when we need a firm anchor in the storm.  

• God sees our storms – When storms overwhelm us, our disorientation 
breeds distrust. When our heart is breaking and our hope is fading, we 
wonder whether God sees our pain and question whether He even cares. 
But God’s Word reveal His heart. In Psalm 56:8 we are reminded, “You 
keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your 
bottle. You have recorded each one in your book.” No matter how painful 
the storm feels, you can be certain God not only sees, but He cares. 

• God often sends storms – When the disciples encountered the storm 
that night on the Sea of Galilee, they were right where Jesus wanted 
them to be. The trip was His idea, and we have no reason to believe He 
didn’t know the storm was coming. The storm that made weathered 
fisherman quake was orchestrated by the One who loved them, and so 
are the storms we encounter. But nothing comes into our lives that hasn’t 
first come through the filter of His loving hand.  

• God uses storms – The storms of life are the trials God uses to sharpen 
and shape us. James 1:2 encourages us to “Count it all joy, my brothers, 
when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of 
your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
Recognize storms for what they are: a chance to become more like 
Christ.  

God can be trusted in the storms – Like a coach who uses hardship to shape 
his team, our Heavenly Father uses adversity to refine us. However, all too often 
we measure the goodness of God by the calmness of life. But hasn’t He proven 
His love beyond any reasonable doubt. While we were still sinners, Christ died 
to secure eternal life for all who would believe. If we trust Jesus with our eternity, 
shouldn’t we trust Him in our storms?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A22-25&version=ESV


Tuesday – In the Middle! 
By Cathy Slusser 

But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, 
“Take heart; it is I.  Do not be afraid.” 

Matthew 14:27 

In her book, The Miracle in the Middle, Charlotte Gambill applies a Bible story 
similar to the one told in this week’s sermon.  In Matthew 14, after the miracle of 
the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus sends the disciples across the Sea of 
Galilee telling them that He will meet them in Bethsaida on the other side of the 
lake.   

While in the middle of the lake, the disciples encounter a storm and in the 
midst of the storm, they see Jesus walking on the water.  Gambill imagines the 
disciples’ initial emotions after being sent away from Jesus as disappointment 
and confusion.  This fantastic miracle just occurred, the time is ripe for us to 
create more followers, to share Jesus’ message, to bring the kingdom He 
speaks of into fruition and yet, we are being sent away.  To the other side of the 
sea.   In a boat, alone, doing what we did as fishermen before He called us to be 
disciples.  

She likens it to us when we have seen revival or answered prayer.  We want 
to stay there with Jesus and celebrate what has happened.  Yet, He calls us to 
move on, to continue to follow Him even when the path makes no sense.  
Gambill encourages us to do just that for she says it is in the middle of the 
routine, in the middle halfway between the miracle and where Jesus says to go 
that we meet Jesus in a way that we have never seen Him before.   

The disciples witnessed Jesus performing miracles, raising the dead, healing 
the sick, turning water to wine, feeding five thousand, but in the middle of the 
lake, they saw Him in a different way than they saw Him on land.  In the middle, 
He walks on the water.  In the middle, He calms the sea.  She adds that it is in 
the middle that our faith is most stretched, but also where we really get to know 
Who Jesus is.   Sadly, Gambill says, it is also in the middle that most people 
quit, lose their faith, begin to fear and doubt.   

The miracles are behind us, Jesus is ahead of us, but we feel alone, 
abandoned and possibly even bored.  Being in the middle certainly doesn’t 
seem as exciting as watching miracles unfold or being with Jesus.  However, 
Gambill reminds us that it is there in the middle where we meet Jesus in ways 
we can only find far from shore.  

Read Matthew 14:22-33.  Have you ever been in a place (ministry, work, 
relationship) where you felt Jesus calling you to leave it all behind and go to a 
new place?  How did you feel? How does it make you feel to know that Jesus is 
with you saying, “Take heart.  It is I; do not be afraid”?  If you were or currently 
are in the “middle”, take heart and remember that it is there you will meet Jesus 
in a way that you have never seen Him before.  
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22-33&version=ESV


Wednesday – The Ears of Nature! 
By George Volpe 

“Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him 
to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.” Matthew 14:22 

Years ago Jean and the children visited her parents in Ohio.  The kids were 
very young at the time. I was unable to get time off from the job in Buffalo. One 
of those days we spoke by phone and she relayed how they had survived a 
tornado. Everything seemed normal when all of a sudden Grandma yelled for 
everyone to get to the basement. No one understood why, but they obeyed. 
Seconds later the tornado ripped through the area, viciously blowing out 
windows and causing extensive damage very close to the house, but they were 
safe. Grandma’s ears were trained to recognize the oncoming storm, and the 
family survived because of her quick action. 

Jesus knew a storm was coming before he told the disciples to take the boat 
to the other side of the sea. But He didn’t tell them ahead of time, nor did He 
choose another time for them to go. And today He knows every storm that is 
coming in our lives. It seems like life would be so much simpler if we knew 
everything that was coming our way in advance. Why doesn’t God warn us 
about the storms ahead of time? 

What do we do when the storm hits and we are “in over our head,” or when 
the natural course of events threatens to damage and destroy? What happens 
when we are inadequate to resolve the issue, or when our strength is not 
enough? There are times when earthly means do not suffice, and we are 
vulnerable.  

God delights in demonstrating His power over the natural world. He “rebuked” 
the boisterous wind, and “calmed” the troubled sea. It is almost as if they have 
ears to hear His voice. The wind stopped. The sea turned to a glassy 
smoothness. That’s not normal. When a storm ends, it is a gradual affair. But 
this storm obeyed the creator and stopped instantly. The fury of nature was 
reversed. Jesus again demonstrated His power and deity. 

Faith only grows when we learn to trust. When the problem is not manageable 
by human means, we have to rely on God, and that reliance strengthens our 
faith. But Jesus rebuked the disciples for not trusting Him. They had seen all the 
miracles He performed. They surely believed He was the Son of God. But they 
still struggled with trusting in His care.  

In many ways we are like the disciples. When things are out of our control and 
our faith is tested we tend to respond by relying on what is familiar and natural, 
and discounting that Jesus is more than capable of resolving our crisis.  Read 
Joshua 10:1-14.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+10%3A1-14&version=ESV


Thursday – Hope During the Storm! 
By Nick Molick 

“…He commands even the winds and the water, 
and they obey him.” Luke 8:25 

 
This week’s sermon looked at Jesus calming the storm while He and the 

disciples were on a boat in the middle of the Sea of Galilee. This may be a very 
familiar story to you, but it also may have some new found relevance for you 
given recent meteorological events that have taken place in our area lately. 
Enduring the storms of life, whether they are the actual physical storm or the 
circumstances of life that present storms, can be challenging to any of us and it 
makes us examine our faith. These storms should also draw us to look at just 
who Jesus is and why He gives us these beautiful glimpses into the glorious 
future that He has prepared for us. 

While riding out Hurricane Irma a few weeks ago I asked the question 
somewhat rhetorically, “Isn’t there something we can do about these storms, like 
a missile or an EMP?” While I’m sure there is some type of theory that would 
thwart these storms, currently nothing does and nothing did as Irma made her 
slowly maddening trek through our state and lives. In the midst of this storm we 
prayed and waited for Irma to choose her path to see what the outcome would 
be. Thankfully the slightly eastward track spared much of our area from the 
worst damage.  We do not need to travel far to see where Irma did her worst 
and the lives and vocations that are now unsettled because of it. However, in 
dealing with some folks who suffered the worst, their faith-based resolve and 
calm was a beacon of hope in an otherwise hopeless situation.  I’ve seen and 
talked to people who were more concerned about their fellow man than their 
own safety or prosperity. They have faith on display that knows the God who 
allowed the storm also can heal the wounds and lift up the weak. 

Jesus shows us in the boat during the storm that He wants us to have faith in 
the midst of the storm no matter what it looks like because His love and control 
are always there. This does not mean that things always turn out post storm the 
way we had it in our minds eye, but they do turn out to God’s glory. Given the 
recent events of the past month from Irma, anthem protests to Las Vegas, we 
can focus on the negative or see the beauty of the stories of faith from the 
faithful who step up in the midst of storms and care for others the way God 
cares for us.  

Find some of the stories of faith, resiliency and love that are in all of these 
events. How do these stories exhibit Christ’s love?  
  



Friday – With Great Power! 
By Kel Cunard 

“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required…”  
Luke 12:48 

    "With great power comes great responsibility." Whether you attribute it to 
comic book writer Stan Lee or the French philosopher Voltaire, the accuracy of 
this quote remains the same because it originated with the Author of truth. Jesus 
told His disciples, "When someone has been given much, much will be required 
in return." (Luke 12:48 NLT) Centuries later, are we included in this statement's 
intended audience? Have we been given much? 

    When the disciples heard this challenge, they had walked with Jesus along 
the dusk roads of Judea for two years. They had seen Him cast out demons, 
walk on water and tell deadly storms to be still. They had certainly been 
entrusted with the riches of God's redemptive story. But they had yet to see 
Lazarus walk out of the tomb, or hear "It is finished!" shouted from the cross, or 
feel the rush of wind as the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost. If the disciples 
were entrusted with much then we are spiritual billionaires.  

    The disciples only knew the contents of the Old Testament. We possess 
God's complete Word from the In the beginning of Genesis to the Amen of 
Revelation. We not only have the Bible in our language, we have our choice of 
almost 900 English translations and countless formats of cross-referenced, 
wide-columned, chronological, study Bible options. Eighty-five percent of 
American households have a Bible and those homes average over four copies 
per family. Far too many lie unused on shelves under a blanket of dust. 

    The disciples and the church God called them to lead lived under the constant 
threat of intense persecution. We live in a land founded on religious freedom. 
You cannot go three blocks in most towns in America without passing a church. 
We are blessed with such freedom that we can leave one congregation to join 
another with better music, preaching or dismissal time.  

    The disciples walked away from their professions to follow Jesus. They took 
on a life of poverty to share in the riches of Jesus. We have more disposable 
income than any culture in history, yet we live in a time of intense poverty in our 
country and around the world. It is impossible to conclude that we have not been 
given much. We want God to Reverse our circumstances, but we won’t even lay 
down our earthly possessions to embrace His eternal riches. Read Matthew 
25:14-30. What do you think God will require of us?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A14-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A14-30&version=ESV


Weekend – Hidden Forces! 
By Kel Cunard  

“Jesus then asked him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Legion,’ 
for many demons had entered him.” Luke 8:30 

    There are moments in life that give us chills and make us tremble when we 
realize there is more to this life than meets the eye. I’m not talking about silly 
scares of horror movies, but the real life dangers of a world that extends beyond 
what can be seen. 

    The Apostle Paul told the Ephesians to “put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:11-12) While I know Paul’s 
admonitions about the hidden forces of the spiritual realm backwards and 
forwards, all too often I do not recognize the level of danger stalking in the 
shadows of this life.  

    The disciples likely felt the same way until they witnessed an encounter 
between Jesus and the forces of darkness. As we continue our Reverse series, 
read Luke 8:26-39 and join us this weekend as we see the power of Christ over 
the unseen realm.  

 

  

Pray for the World: Russia 
Christian leaders, who are few in number, must rise to many great challenges. Lack 
of training in the past, need for funding today and loss of many pastors and 
educators through immigration contribute to this lack of leaders. The role of 
foreigners will be highly limited; solutions must come from within Russia. Pray for 
these needs: a) Biblical leadership patterns need to be instilled. Authoritarian 
leadership styles, a legacy of Russia’s past sadly shape how most Russian pastors 
operate today. This is particularly difficult because women make up the large 
majority of churchgoers, men have a much lower life-expectancy and too few 
pastors have an extensive theological education. Christian Women in Partnership is 
a joint venture that prepares women to be effective in ministry. b) Discipleship 
patterns are sorely inadequate. Many churches across all evangelical groups are 
filled with younger folk. But most of these come from non-Christian backgrounds 
and need grounding in Scripture and a Christian worldview. Systematic Bible study 
and expository preaching are rare. Cell-based Bible study groups are one key 
solution; pray for their multiplication. 

 
 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 70 and consider the fact that 
though you are “poor and needy” you can be certain “God is great!” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A26-39+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+70&version=ESV


 
  



 


