
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – October 29, 2017 
Reverse: 

Life and Death 
Luke 8:40-56 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 94 

 Monday 
• Ezekiel 25-26 
• Hebrews 6:1-12 
• Proverbs 7:1-11    

 Tuesday 
• Ezekiel 27 
• Hebrews 6:13-7:10 
• Proverbs 7:12-27    

 Wednesday 
• Ezekiel 28 
• Hebrews 7:11-28 
• Proverbs 8:1-9    

 Thursday 
• Ezekiel 29-30 
• Hebrews 8 
• Proverbs 8:10-22    

 Friday 
• Ezekiel 31-32 
• Hebrews 9:1-10 
• Proverbs 8:23-36    

 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What are some issues in life where people have exhausted all options and come 

to their wits end?  

• What are decisions people make out of desperation? 

• Compare the two characters in today’s 
passage.  How were they different?  How 
were they similar? 

• What drew them to Jesus?  

• Why were they not drawn to anyone else? 

• What risk did each one take in coming to 
Jesus? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+25-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+6%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+7%3A1-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+6%3A13-7%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+7%3A12-27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+7%3A11-28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+8%3A1-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+29-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+8%3A10-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+31-32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+9%3A1-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+8%3A23-36&version=ESV


Monday – Is Death Winning? 
By Kel Cunard 

“. . . he had an only daughter . . . and she was dying.” Luke 8:42 

    My last year of college was my first year of marriage. Julie had already 
graduated and was working in the admissions office. I was playing my last year 
of soccer and trying to finish my Biology degree. We lived in a tiny apartment 
about a mile from the school, and our rent was $200 a month with water and 
cable included. But even low housing expenses wasn’t enough to avoid needing 
to add a part-time job once soccer was done.  

    I took a position in emergency room admissions at a local hospital working 
third shift on the weekends. This was the nearest ER to Clemson University, so 
most nights were filled with underclassmen who bounced their head off the 
sidewalk after a few too many drinks. The hospital was also located in an area 
of upstate South Carolina where there seemed to reside more than a few folks 
we’ll affectionately call rednecks, like the man who thought a case of Miller Lite 
and a motorcycle were a good combination. He was correct if his goal was to 
wreck and remove all of his skin from the knee down.  

    Staying up all night after a long week wasn’t easy, but the craziness and 
brokenness didn’t allow for any dull moments. Whether it was a car accident, a 
violent assault or a suicide attempt, I witnessed lives on the verge of eternity 
and family members in the moments before a great loss. Death is a great 
equalizer. Whether you are a tenured professor or an out of work high school 
dropout, you can end up in the emergency room staring death in the face. And 
for all the talent, training and best efforts of the medical staff, death often won.  

    We know the world is broken, and we don’t have to look too far for evidence. 
The news is full of countless stories of death overwhelming life, of young lives 
that ended too soon, and tragic losses that could have been avoided. And there 
are seasons when we don’t need the news because the brokenness has 
invaded our offices, our neighborhoods or our homes. Death seems to be 
running amuck, and there is nothing we can do to stop it.  

    The reality of our death is one thing, but the death of a loved one, especially a 
child, is entirely different. Read Luke 8:40-56. Death was about to invade the 
home of Jairus, a ruler in a local synagogue. His only daughter was sick and 
dying. Unable to fix what was broken, powerless to reverse the curse of death, 
Jairus ran to Jesus pleading for Christ to save his child. While on the way to 
Jairus’ home, a messenger came to deliver the news. The child was dead, there 
was no need to trouble Jesus any further.  

    Christ’s response in that moment is the same response His followers should 
have when we face death today. “Do not fear; only believe.” Through Jesus, the 
curse of death can be reversed and only its shadow need ever enter our lives. 
Because of His death on the cross and His victory at the grave, death no longer 
has the final say, and it will not have the ultimate victory. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A40-56&version=ESV


Tuesday – What a Day That Will Be! 
By George Volpe 

“While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, 
‘Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more.’” Luke 8:49 

Death is not a popular topic, but because it happens in our world we can’t 
ignore it. We are born and sooner or later, we die. But if Adam had not 
disobeyed God there would be no such thing as death. And the curse of sin 
would not have been passed on to all of us. But he did, and it was. And until 
Christ returns, every person will die.  

But it was not supposed to be this way. It was supposed to be the created 
being in fellowship with the Creator forever. It was meant to be a relationship 
where God provided and man responded in obedience, thanksgiving, praise and 
worship. And God made man with an eternal soul because this relationship was 
meant to last forever, but now his body would die. 

The damage done by sin is so significant that it is truly beyond our 
comprehension. It has affected our lives, our planet, the universe, and the 
invisible world. God is serious enough about sin to cause all of His creation to 
walk through the valley of death. There are no exceptions since Elijah.   

Jesus reversed death when He brought Jairus’s young child back to life. 
Resurrection is something only God can do. He is the author of life--He is life.  
But as all other people do, this child would eventually die (again). The miracle 
was not to glorify this physical life and hold on to earthly living forever. It wasn’t 
to promote living in mortal bodies. Jesus did it to show us how important it is for 
us to believe His promises, and to demonstrate who He was.  

It is easy to believe the things that are easily accomplished. But before we 
shake our heads at Jairus’ struggle, let’s remember that he was being asked to 
believe in what was impossible for man to do.   

The servants of Jairus would not have pronounced his daughter dead and the 
mourners at his house would not have kicked up such a fuss unless they were 
absolutely sure that she was dead. Jesus knew Jairus was ready to give up, but 
here was an opportunity to teach a lesson in trust for all time. Would Jairus trust 
Jesus enough to not only continue to escort Him to his house, but to stand up to 
those who knew his daughter was dead and to give Jesus a chance? Would he 
let Jesus do what He promised, or would he succumb to the anguish of his 
broken heart? Read Luke 8:49-56. 

The day is coming when death will be a thing of the past. All of the effects of 
sin will be reversed forever. What a day that will be!  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A49-56&version=ESV


Wednesday – God of All Comfort! 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort.” 2 Corinthians 1:3 

 
My horse, Trucker, died April 20. Nineteen days later, I underwent knee 

replacement surgery. In the hospital, Trucker appeared in my dreams. Every 
night, I searched for him and found he was not really dead. Once, friends 
convinced me to go for a trail ride, renting horses to ride at a favorite park.  
Someone must have thought it would help me get over the loss. Instead, when 
we arrived, Trucker was a part of the trail riding company’s team of horses, and I 
recovered my old friend. Another time, I went to look at another horse to buy 
and instead discovered Trucker was for sale. I brought him back home. Still 
another dream featured a friend who found him wandering on a major highway.  
She caught him and rode him back to my house. The dreams were disturbing, 
leaving me sad and grieving each morning. Over and over, I woke to the 
reminder that he was buried in the back yard and never coming home.   

The last night I dreamed about Trucker was different. Early one morning, I 
stood in our backyard alone. Trucker’s barn mates were away camping. I 
glanced at the barn, and Trucker was standing in his stall. He looked around 
and saw me. As I held my breath, he walked through the fence and came to the 
house towards me. I stroked his sides and could tell he had regained all his lost 
weight. His mane and tail were shiny, clean and free of tangles. His skin, once 
plagued with allergies causing sores and hair loss, was beautifully smooth and 
clear. I placed my cheek against his neck and cried with happiness that he was 
back. Then, he turned and walked back to the barn, looking at me one more 
time over his shoulder before disappearing. I woke with such peace. I knew he 
would not be back, that I did not need to look for him anymore, but it was okay.  
He was okay. So, am I.    

I got to say goodbye to Trucker one last time and this time, he was healthy 
and whole. The same can be said for us as believers in Jesus.  Because He 
died for us, death will simply be the bridge that takes us from this earth to 
Heaven. Someday, all of our earthly cares and sorrows will be gone. And we will 
be healthy and whole. 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:2-7. What does it mean to you to know that God is the 
Father of Jesus, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort? In these 
verses, Paul tells us that we not only share in the sufferings of Christ, but in the 
sufferings of each other. Who do you know needs comfort today? Will you share 
the God of all comfort?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+1%3A2-7&version=ESV


Thursday – Do You Believe Me? 
By George Volpe 

“But taking her by the hand he called, saying, “Child, arise.”  
And her spirit returned, and she got up at once.” Mark 5:35 

I have tried to put myself in the place of those who walked during the time of 
Christ. If someone claimed to be God, what would it take for me to believe it? 
Mere words would not be enough. I would expect the person to display 
overwhelming power beyond human ability. But would one miracle do it for me? 
Or would I need more? Would it take a certain kind of miracle, or would any 
miracle do?  Maybe it would depend on how closely I was paying attention. 

I think if I witnessed any of the miracles Jesus did, I would have been 
convinced He was more than just a man. If I didn’t put my faith in Him at that 
point, I think I would have a compelling reason to seriously investigate the 
claims of Jesus and either trust Him or not. Ignoring such evidence would be 
ignoring reality and committing mental suicide.  

People had seen Jesus reverse the physical, the natural, and the spiritual. 
They witnessed things never before seen or done. It is unfortunate that no 
amount of evidence is enough for some people to be convinced that Jesus is 
who He says He is. And that is still true today. Not even if they witness a person 
who is raised from the dead. Jesus Himself said:  

 “And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” (Luke 16:31) 

But there are always some people who are listening. Jesus had healed so 
many people who could not be cured by any other means but by the power of 
God. Jairus wanted to believe that. And now He was desperate. Every second it 
took Jesus to move toward his house seemed like an eternity. Why did He have 
to heal the woman with an issue of blood right now? Did He not realize the life 
and death situation with his child? Why was Jesus so calm? Why did He not 
rush to Jairus’ house? How could Jairus speed this up while still being kind to 
the only one who might help him?  

When his servants came with news of his daughter’s death, Jairus lost all 
hope. He saw Jesus as a gifted healer, but he did not recognize Him as God. 
And since only God could resurrect the dead, Jairus gave up. But Jesus saw the 
heart of a broken man and encouraged Jairus to trust Him. 

With God anything is possible. Jesus brought life back into that dead child’s 
body. He reversed the power of death. He is the ruler over everything. Read 
Colossians 1:9-23. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A9-23&version=ESV


Friday – The Power of Life! 
By Nick Molick 

“But he took her by the hand and said, ‘My child, get up!’” Luke 8:54 
 

We like to think we are personally in control of most, if not all of the 

circumstances in our lives. It’s only when things go a little sideways that we 

begin to realize how truly powerless we are in the grand scheme of things. In 

this life and world, at times our lives get messy, get out of control and we want 

desperately to have them corrected, and to have peace. We often try to do that 

only to end up frustrated when we find out we can’t do it on our own. Jesus is 

the One who regularly goes to the messiest lives, the most difficult situations, 

the most hopeless times to provide peace, order and a new life built on faith in 

the One who created everything.  

In this week’s message we see Jesus among the crowds. Jairus, a ruler of the 

synagogue was there and requested Jesus’ help for his sick daughter. The 

account in Luke tells us that Jesus was on His way to Jairus’ house when the 

crowds grew and a woman touched Jesus’ garment and was healed. All of this 

happens while Jairus wanted Jesus to find the on-ramp to the highway and 

move quickly to his house to heal his daughter. 

I can identify with Jairus.  He wanted Jesus to intervene, to do something and 

to do it quickly, but circumstances caused delay. This type of thought shows 

very little faith. We all know Who is in control even in this situation. The crowds 

and the newly healed woman were all part of Jesus’ plan. Jesus commented on 

the woman’s faith that led to her healing and then the news arrived of Jairus’ 

daughter’s death.  

Jesus heard this and His command to the father was, “Do not be afraid, just 

believe, and she will be healed.” This simple, yet profound command needs to 

be heeded by all of us. Does our fear in painful circumstances alter Jesus’ 

power? No. Does our inability to change the difficulties in our lives mean that 

Jesus cannot affect them? No. So clearly, even in the midst of chaos, Jesus 

showed His authority over life and circumstances and invites all of us to take 

comfort and have our faith strengthened by that fact.  

What circumstances have caused you to attempt to take control and show 

less faith than usual?   



Weekend – Are We Going? 
By Kel Cunard  

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” Habakkuk 2:14 

    “Go and make disciples of all nations.” The words of Christ are clear, and so 
is our understanding of their meaning. In a 2103 LifeWay research survey “85% 
of all believers… agree that they have a responsibility to share the Gospel with 
unbelievers, and that 69% of those same people feel comfortable sharing their 
faith. However, only 25% of them look for ways to share the Gospel and only 
27% of them intentionally build friendships with unbelievers in order to do so.” 
    We see stats like these and toss them on the same pile as our cravings for 
sweets and our aversion for exercise. We see them as minor shortcomings that 
will just require us to try a little harder, but the problem is bigger than that. Way 
bigger! What if our anemic attempts at missions are the best metric of our love 
for God? What if our passion to share the Gospel is a direct reflection of our 
grasp of His glory? We exist corporately as a church and individually as 
believers to be missionaries who share the love of Christ with our community 
and beyond. This is more than an organizational tag line. It is the fulfillment of 
the Great Commandment and the Great Commission and the embodiment of 
what it means to follow Christ. 

    Are you ready for a life of meaning? Are you ready for something more? Read 
Psalm 86:9 and join us this weekend as we discover how we can live to make 
His glory known is His world. 

  

Pray for the World: Somalia 
Somalia is the mostly arid Horn of Africa east of Ethiopia and Kenya.  Christians 

represent a mere 0.3% of the total population. The other 99.7% belongs to Muslims.   
An infant Somali Church is emerging amid great tribulation. Somali Christians are 

despised and heavily persecuted, even martyred, but are also growing in faith and 
in vision. Burdened for their country, they are leading more boldly and will clearly 
not just disappear. Those in power admit that Somalis are no longer 100% Muslim 
but more stridently insist that all Somalis remain Muslim. 

The work of missions, always dangerous and hedged with restrictions, was forced 
to cease in 1972 when their institutions were nationalized by the new Marxist 
regime. The work of different missions between 1897 and 1974 saw several 
hundred turn to the Lord. Pray for workers to the Somalis to be called, committed 
and ready for when these defiantly closed doors open. 

(Taken from www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 72 and pray for those who are 
in local, state and national positions of authority.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+86%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+72&version=ESV


 
  



 


