
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – November 26, 2017 
Balanced:  What We Know 

Luke 10:25-37 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Why are people drawn toward ideas that defy logic? 

• What did you confidently know to be true at one time, but later found out to 
be false?   

• What was the lawyers job? How is it different from what we think of a lawyer 
today? 

• What do you surmise was the motive 
behind his question? 

• Why did the lawyer ask a question that he 
already knew the answer to? 

• What is significant about the scripture he 
quotes back to Jesus? (Deuteronomy 6:5 
and Leviticus 19:18)  

Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

Week 98 

 Monday 
• Daniel 3:8-4:18 
• 1 Peter 5 
• Proverbs 16:1-9    

 Tuesday 
• Daniel 4:19-5:21 
• 2 Peter 1:1-15 
• Proverbs 16:10-19    

 Wednesday 
• Daniel 6 
• 2 Peter 1:16-21 
• Proverbs 16:20-33 

 Thursday 
• Daniel 7 
• 2 Peter 2 
• Proverbs 17:1-12    

 Friday 
• Daniel 8 
• 2 Peter 3 
• Proverbs 17:13-28   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+6%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+19%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+2%3A17-3%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+2%3A17-3%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+16%3A1-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+4%3A19-5%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+1%3A1-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+16%3A10-19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+1%3A16-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+16%3A20-33&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+17%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+17%3A13-28&version=ESV


Monday – Go and Do 
By Kel Cunard 

“And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.’”  

Luke 10:37 

    "When I grow up, I want to be…" No one graduates from their childhood without 
uttering this phrase multiple times – usually claiming several different goals along 
the way. Dreams of being an astronaut, super hero or garbage man don't always 
pan out. Very few of us are exactly who we planned to be.  

    Nearly one-third of college graduates age 35 or older never work within their 
degree field. The prospects are worse for more recent graduates. The first job of 
nearly half of college-educated workers was outside their field. 

    If the plans of yesterday do not match the reality of your today, you are not 
alone. Ray Romano of Everybody Loves Raymond once majored in Accounting; 
comedian and actor Will Ferrell majored in Sports Broadcasting; parody singer 
"Weird Al Yankovic" completed a degree in Architecture; and NBA legend Michael 
Jordan majored in Cultural Geography. Other than being robbed of the hilarity of 
Will Ferrell calling a close game, I'm glad those other plans fell through.  

    Even if your professional title matches your degree, it does not ensure you have 
arrived. Does having a license make you a driver? A few hours on the streets of 
Manatee County would say otherwise. A driver is one who safely travels between 
two points, but we have to put our lives on the line every time we get on the roads 
with these “licensed” maniacs.  

    Does having a certificate make you a teacher? A person may have the title, but 
a teacher does more than cover material. Effective teachers uncover potential. 
Their impact is not measured in recorded grades but in changed lives.  

    Does a degree make you a doctor? I can’t even count the number of times sick 
and hurting people have conveyed stories of frustration and hopelessness about 
a doctor who seemed completely disinterested in their health. These men and 
women may mean well, but their knowledge of the human body has not translated 
into compassion for actual humans.  

    Does your knowledge about Jesus make you a follower of Jesus? Has your 
church attendance resulted in Biblical obedience? Does your life look like the One 
you claim to follow?  

    Who we are is not determined by what we know. Who we are is reflected in 
what we do. Read Luke 10:25-37. In response to a religious leader who was trying 
to entrap Him, Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan to reveal the man’s lack 
of love. He had all the knowledge of God without ever finding the heart of God, a 
heart overflowing with love. Bob Goff, author of the book Love Does, said, “What 
we do with our love is where we are in our faith. We’re rivers, not reservoirs.” Don’t 
let your faith be like an unused degree. Let your life be a river through which God’s 
love can pour into His world. Don’t just sit and know. Go and do.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=ESV


Tuesday – Backfire 
By Amy Pilson 

“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless.”  James 1:26 

 
   There are different reasons why we care what others think of us. I know my 
desire to not look stupid in front of people began at a very early age and was for 
a pretty justifiable reason. (See – I’m wanting to confess but, have you seen my 
actions as valid?)  

Moving every two years of my life growing up – and changing schools 
sometimes more frequently than that – didn’t leave a lot of time to build 
friendships. So, I wanted people to like me right away. I thought that if I answered 
questions incorrectly then I would look dumb and classmates wouldn’t want to be 
my friend. So, I tried to always make sure that my answer was the right one before 
I raised my hand.  

Ya, how’d that work out for me?  It was ok most of the time, but on occasion it 
had a tendency to backfire!  See, they believed that I was a miss know-it-all 
because I always had the right answers. And this wasn’t the only thing that 
backfired for me when it comes to wanting others to like me.  

As a preacher’s kid – and more so as a missionary’s kid – everyone had 
thoughts about what we were like. We couldn’t do this and we couldn’t do that. 
So, what do we do? We do things that we know we aren’t supposed to in order to 
prove them wrong and to get them to like us. But, when we all get in trouble, they 
blame us for not stopping the behavior!  (Which wouldn’t have stopped them 
anyway.)  

Overall, I think that what Christ was telling the lawyer and what James tells us, 
is that our actions are what reveals our true hearts. Words can be spoken without 
being genuine, but the way we live our lives is the better indication of how we are 
doing when it comes to loving the Lord and living our lives in obedience to Him. If 
we are more concerned with doing that right, then we aren’t going to care as much 
about what others think of us. And it takes the pressure off trying to explain 
ourselves as to why we didn’t do this or that.  

While it isn’t easy, we need to look at why we care what others think of us and 
whether caring about it is causing us to act in ways that “speak” contrary to who 
we are and to what truly lies within our hearts. Do we sacrifice being obedient to 
Christ because what others think is more important to us? 



 
Wednesday – I Will Only Love You If . . .  

By George Volpe 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 
I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” John 13:34-35 

 
From the time we are very young, we learn how to justify our actions no matter 

how blatantly wrong we are. When a police officer stopped a man for speeding he 
had this excuse: “I have a cold and when I cough my foot hits the gas pedal.”  
Hmmm. 

No one delights in being wrong. We would like the world to agree with 
everything that suits us so that everyone falls in line with our thinking, or at least 
we stand out as the authority. The problem is when your head gets that big it’s 
hard to do anything without falling all over yourself and everyone around you. 

Staying in spiritual balance is not an automatic outcome in our daily walk. We 
have life-altering decisions to make every day. We will either listen to our hearts 
or to God’s direction. We will either yield to our desires or to His guidance. We will 
worship Him or give our time and our best to the things we consider more 
important than God. When we are a prepared and willing servant in God’s hands 
we have no trouble doing what He needs for us to do. Even if that means admitting 
we need to receive correction. 

Enter the lawyer in Luke 10, and indulge me in some speculation. He is a person 
well-respected, maybe wealthy, and concerned with his standing in the 
community. He is probably well-known in his circles. He’s used to people nodding 
in agreement with his opinions.  

In fairness, here is a man probably very conscientious in every aspect of Jewish 
tradition and law, but he is out of balance. He is without a heart for God or others. 
He is self-righteous, always seeking to show how right he is to everyone around 
him and believing that his “rightness” is all that is needed to satisfy God.  

This man already believed that his obligation to regard someone as “neighbor” 
extended only to a like-minded Jew. He had no room in his heart for a Gentile, a 
half-breed Samaritan, or least of all an enemy or someone who mistreated him. 
The lawyer was probably ready to affirm that he had faithfully discharged his duty 
to his countrymen, and had thus kept the law, and could justify himself.  

It is lamentable that selfishness often governs people’s behavior, and reveals 
how many excuses men will make to avoid trouble or expense in relieving others. 
But the true Christian has the law of love written in his heart. God expects us to 
show a balanced and caring response to all people—they are all our neighbors. 
Read 2 Samuel 9.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+samuel+9&version=ESV


Thursday – Thanksgiving, Thanksfeeling, 
& the Glory of God 

An excerpt from an article by John Piper 
 

    Now and then, it needs to be said that not all thanks*giving* is thanks*feeling*. 
We can make ourselves (or our children) say, “Thank you,” whether we feel it or 
not. But it’s not a good habit, especially in relation to God. 
    Jesus warns against “vain” worship. “This people honors me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me.” (Matthew 15:8–9) 
Thanks*giving* without thanks*feeling* is empty. It does not count with God. 
    Genuine thankfulness is an act of the heart’s affections, not an act of the lips’ 
muscles. It is not willed, but awakened. It is not a decision of the will, but a reflex 
of the heart. It happens to us. We become aware of good will toward us, and either 
we feel gratitude or we are ungrateful…. 
    Now let’s relate this to the glory of God the way the Bible does. “The one who 
offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me.” (Psalm 50:23) This offering of 
thanksgiving which glorifies God is not merely external. It is gratitude truly felt in 
the heart. That is the only kind of sacrifice that pleases him. 
    “You will not delight in sacrifice . . . you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise.” (Psalm 51:16–17) This is the kind of heart that can truly feel 
gratitude for grace. 
    So the sacrifice of thanksgiving that glorifies God is the offering of contrite and 
broken-hearted thankfulness for undeserved mercies. This makes God look 
glorious — it glorifies him. 
    Similarly Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:15, “As grace extends to more and more 
people it increases thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” The sequence goes like 
this: God’s grace is experienced as wonderful and undeserved; heartfelt 
thanks*feeling* rises in the heart; this true thanks*feeling* overflows with 
thanks*giving*; thus God is shown to be glorious — he is glorified. Implications: 

• God is glorified more fully when we feel thankfulness, not when we only 
say, “Thank you.” 

• Authentic heart-feelings are not in our control. We can’t make ourselves 
feel thankfulness. If our hearts are not moved by God’s goodness, we 
are ungrateful. Thank*feelings* are a work of grace. 

• Therefore, as fallen sinners whose hearts are often dull, we should 
regularly pray for God to overcome our sinful hardness, and cause us to 
see his goodness and feel thankful. (Psalm 51:10–12) 

    So the manifestation of the glory of God depends on 1) the appearance of 
God’s good will toward us in some undeserved benefit; 2) our eyes seeing it as 
from God; 3) the awakening of a sense of our being undeserving; 4) the 
awakening of the sweet thankfulness for being loved like this; 5) the expression 
of our thanks*feeling* in thanks*giving*. May the God of great grace work these 
miracles in you this Thanksgiving. 

Read the full article – www.desiringgod.org/articles/thanksgiving-
thanksfeeling-and-the-glory-of-god  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A10%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/thanksgiving-thanksfeeling-and-the-glory-of-god
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/thanksgiving-thanksfeeling-and-the-glory-of-god


Friday – Worth It  
By Keith Thomas 

“For you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” 
I Corinthians 6:20 

 
The world’s largest cosmetics company, L’Oreal, began their climb to the top 

with one iconic ad campaign. Even though L’Oreal’s hair products were more 
expensive than other brands, beautiful models would speak directly to the 
television viewing audience and say, “I buy L’Oreal, because I’m worth it!” 

We are surrounded by a culture that tells us to, “Have it your way” (Burger King), 
“Double your pleasure. Double your fun” (Doublemint gum), “Hungry? Why wait?” 
(Snickers), and “You deserve a break today” (McDonald's). The advertising 
industry creates slogans to help us justify our purchases, and tag lines to give us 
reasons for our choices, but we really don’t need much help from the ad world to 
justify the things we do. 

Self-justification seems to come to us quite naturally, and can be seen in our 
daily rituals. When we tell those little “white” lies, we justify our actions by saying 
to ourselves, “No harm. No foul.” 

When we check personal email and engage in social media on company time, 
we reason with ourselves that, “I work hard, and I deserve a break more often.” 
When we overindulge on dessert, we defend our decision by saying, “I’ll run an 
extra mile tomorrow.” And how many times do we turn down ministry 
opportunities, validating our reasoning by saying, “That’s a bad neighborhood”, “I 
don’t like hospitals”, “I don’t speak their language”, “I’m too young/old”, or “It just 
doesn’t fit into my schedule.” 

Jesus knew what the lawyer’s intentions were in Luke 10:25-37. It’s why Jesus 
turned things around by telling the parable of the Good Samaritan. When the 
lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?”, it seems he was looking for another set of 
specific rules to follow, and another way to justify his actions. The Good Samaritan 
acted out of an understanding and care for the condition of his fellow man. He 
didn’t make excuses, and he didn’t allow cultural issues to get in his way. The 
Good Samaritan didn’t reason his way out of the situation, there was no inner 
debate within himself, he simply acted out of love for his neighbor. 

This lawyer was trained to debate and argue cases, but there was no debating 
Jesus in this case. The debate was within the lawyer himself. Fear, pride, lust, 
envy, greed, and apathy are the tools the enemy uses to persuade us away from 
loving our neighbor. Loving God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength is 
demonstrated more fully as we love our neighbor. God demonstrated his love for 
us through his son Jesus (Romans 5:8). God looked at our sinful, and helpless 
condition and he said, “You’re worth it.” The price paid was His only son (John 
3:16). 

That means you are worth the very Son of God! All the more reason for mercy 
to abound, and to “Go and do likewise.” The journey of a disciple is worth it! Press 
on! 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=ESV


Weekend – The Greatest 
By Kel Cunard 

“An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.” 
Luke 9:46 

 
    The 1960 Rome Olympics launched one of the twentieth century’s brightest 
stars. Even though he was only 18-years-old, Cassius Clay ran through the 
world’s best light-heavyweights and won the gold medal.  
    A year later, Clay turned pro, and began to move up the ranks. At the age of 
22, he shook up the world by beating Sonny Liston to become the youngest 
heavyweight champion of all time. In the post-fight interview, the man who would 
soon be called Ali kept declaring “I am the greatest!” for everyone to hear.  
    Muhammad Ali went on to have one of the most inspiring, iconic and 
controversial careers in sports history, and his excellence in the ring was 
undeniable. In spite of all his success, for many, there was something off-putting 
about his claims of greatness. Even in our modern, “look at me” culture, saying “I 
am the greatest” stands out.  
    And yet, that’s exactly what the disciples did. Read Luke 9:46-56. Sitting in the 
presence of God the Son, the disciples argued about who was the greatest. They 
were missing something huge as they tried to make themselves a big deal.  
    As crazy as that sounds, we are often guilty of doing the same thing. Join us 
this weekend as we seek a more balanced life by submitting to the One who truly 
is the greatest.   

Pray for the World: Turkey 
Straddling the two continents of Europe and Asia, Turkey has held a strategic 

position of prime importance throughout history. For over 1,000 years the region was 
a bastion of Christendom, but it later became a strong propagator of Islam. The 
Christian population has declined from 22% to 0.21% since 1900. Pray for a) 
Renewed church growth. The increases of the 1990s and early 2000s slowed in the 
face of spiritual, legal and cultural opposition. While this has caused an increase of 
prayer and focus on discipleship, the evangelism and church planting impetus of the 
past generation must be kept alive.  b) The Association of Protestant Churches of 
Turkey (TeK), was founded in 1989. This body links most evangelical fellowships and 
leaders and provides them with advocacy and support. c) Strong relationships 
within churches. Close family ties make family rejection after conversion traumatic. 
Pray for fellowships that have become surrogate families. Backsliding is common, 
compromise in marrying non-Christians frequent and relationship breakdowns 
between believers disheartening.                     (Taken from www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 76 

and worship the Lord in all His glory and majesty. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A46-56&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+76&version=ESV


 
  



 


