
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 3, 2017 
Balanced:  The Greatest 

Luke 9:46-56 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Are you your favorite person? Why or why not? 

• What examples can you give that show we are self-centered?   

• Why are we so focused on ourselves? 

• What are some of the consequences of 
focusing on ourselves? What do we run the 
risk of missing? 

• As you review Luke 9, who stands out as 
the greatest? Why is this ironic when 
compared to what the disciples were 
arguing about? 

• Why do we want to feel superior to 
someone else? What does it do for us?   

Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

Week 99 

 Monday 
• Daniel 9-10 
• 2 John 
• Proverbs 18:1-10 

 Tuesday 
• Daniel 11-12 
• 3 John 
• Proverbs 18:11-24    

 Wednesday 
• Hosea 1-2 
• Jude 1-16 
• Proverbs 19:1-12   

 Thursday 
• Hosea 3-5 
• Jude 17-25 
• Proverbs 19:13-29    

 Friday 
• Hosea 6-8 
• Revelation 1 
• Proverbs 20:1-13   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=2+john&qs_version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+18%3A1-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+11-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=3+john&qs_version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+18%3A11-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hosea+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jude+1-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jude+1-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+19%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hosea+3-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jude+17-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+19%3A13-29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hosea+6-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+20%3A1-13&version=ESV


Monday – It’s All About Jesus 
By Nick Molick 

“But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 
and they went to another village.” 

Luke 9:55-56 

We can tend to get myopic about our own interests even when we think we are 
really doing something for others. This time of year, we assemble gift lists and 
draw up the itinerary of who we will entertain, but we also are intently aware of 
how we will be received in the course of all of this. In the middle of our holiday 
driven benevolence, we can fall into the trap of how is it all going to affect us and 
where we rate among the gifts under the tree. If we do this we will fail to miss the 
grandeur not only of the season but more importantly of Who the season is about.  

Jesus did not intervene into our space and time to remind us that tinsel is 
important and that the pies you bake at this time of year are so much better than 
your Aunt Betty’s. No, He came to save lost sinners in desperate need of 
redemption. He came to make our relationship with His Father right so that we 
could enjoy Him forever. We can enjoy and appreciate the decorations and the 
gifts and parties as long as we do not get off balance spiritually and lose sight of 
Who it is all about no matter what season of the year we are in. A simple thought 
no matter the time of year or day to keep in our hearts is that, “It is ALL about 
Jesus.”  

In Luke 9:46-48 we see the disciples arguing amongst themselves about who 
will be the greatest. This can be a microcosm of us at this time of year as we strain 
to have the perfect gift, wrapping job, prime rib, dessert, decorated house or 
ugliest sweater. We miss the point. Here are the disciples literally with Jesus 
Christ sitting among them, and they want to squabble among themselves about 
who will one up the other on the other side of the veil. They could have been 
comparing Christmas cookies at this point they were so off course. Of course, the 
disciples’ stories are recorded so that we can all too vividly see ourselves in them 
and hopefully learn from them. So, in this season let us remember it is not whose 
sweater is the ugliest.  It is recognizing what the greatest gift of all is, and that is 
Christ Himself whose grace, mercy and love give eternally to those who love Him 
and not self. 

How does this time of year make you get spiritually off-balance? How can 
remembering that it is all about Jesus help you combat that?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A46-48+&version=ESV


Tuesday – Looking for Servants 
By George Volpe 

“An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.” 
Luke 9:46 

Everyone has their heroes. The world oohs and ahhs over people who do things 
few others can. We label them “the greatest” at what they do. We buy their jerseys 
and ask for their autographs. Maybe we even dream of being like them. We might 
say that striving for greatness is a natural tendency for us. 

I think that most people saw Jesus only as a remedy for human provision. He 
healed the sick, He provided food, He performed miracles for everyone to see. 
His love and power were undeniable. The disciples admitted He was the 
“anointed” (Christ) of God. But they could not understand how the One who had 
power over death and disease, Who calmed the wind and waves, Who was 
transfigured before their eyes, would yield to suffering and death by the hands of 
wicked men. 

Time and time again Jesus sought to make His disciples aware of His ultimate 
purpose, His reason for being there, for saying what He said, and for doing what 
He did. Here was the Son of God, the Lamb of God, opening up the windows of 
Heaven with a grace and mercy no one had ever seen. Jesus gave the disciples 
repeated warning of His death and resurrection, but they did not get it. Like 
everyone else burdened by the governing authority of the time, they viewed Him 
as the answer to earthly dictators and political movements. Their vision was that 
Jesus would be their King. Who could stop Him?  

And the disciples must have thought they had the inside track to be given 
authority over some part of this new kingdom. They were thinking like natural men, 
not like spiritual men. They were excited about the possibilities of having authority, 
power, fame, worldly importance. Hence their concern for who among them would 
be “the greatest.” They were planning how they would be served, now how they 
would serve.  

Their attitudes were selfish, arrogant, grasping, worldly. These were the 
disciples walking with Jesus! But Jesus was looking for servants, not those who 
wanted to be served. And Jesus showed them a child, a picture of meekness and 
humility. In Jewish culture a child would be the lowest of the low, or in Mark 9:35 
the word is “servant (diakonos) of all”. 

It is easy in life to lean toward what benefits us. It’s easy to listen to the voices 
of our flesh and of the world that drown out God’s voice. We’ve learned that 
striving and pushing through the crowd moves us to the front, and who doesn’t 
want to be up front? That’s also easy to answer. It’s the person who thinks like 
Jesus. Read Mark 10:36-45. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A36-45&version=ESV


 
Wednesday – Delivered 

By Keith Thomas 

“Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, 
belong deliverances from death.” Psalm 68:20 

 
Between Thanksgiving and New Years Eve of 2017, UPS forecasts the delivery 

of 750 million packages worldwide. With the latest tracking technology, facility 
upgrades, enhanced online and mobile shopping, an extra 95,000 seasonal 
workers, and the introduction of Saturday ground delivery, UPS is able to deliver 
effectively and efficiently. 

Handling massive amounts of packages could be a logistical nightmare, but 
UPS’s finely tuned machine has the plan to get it done. From the design of their 
air cargo shipping containers and planes (the containers are domed to fit the 
shape of the plane, and the floors have built-in ball bearings and castor wheels 
for ease of moving the two-ton containers), to the shallow pockets in their driver’s 
uniforms (saves time reaching for the truck keys), UPS has a plan to deliver. The 
driver’s routes are also planned ahead of time by computers to create the most 
efficient use of time, fuel and safety (mostly right turns - always turning with traffic). 
Following the plan delivers consistent profits for the company and its 
shareholders. 

God’s plan, since the beginning of time, was to deliver the most perfect gift the 
world has ever seen. Luke 9:51-56 reveals the heart of God through the focused 
obedience of Jesus. The plan, even though proclaimed by prophets of old, and 
anticipated by so many, was recognized by only a few. God’s unconventional 
delivery system of Jesus coming to earth as a baby, and the “route” Jesus took to 
deliver God’s message, seemed to go against normal “traffic” patterns of the 
religious leaders. The people expected the delivery of a king to re-establish the 
nation of Israel, but God’s plan was to deliver them from eternal death (Romans 
6:23), and give them abundant life (John 10:10). 

Jesus was totally focused on his ultimate purpose (Luke 9:51). He knew the 
Samaritans would reject him (Luke 9:53), but Jesus used the opportunity to teach 
His disciples to not get side tracked by seeking revenge, but to keep their eye on 
the heart of the mission. Jesus knew pain and suffering would come from fulfilling 
the plan, but in doing so, He delivered a new “route” for us to connect with our 
Heavenly Father.  

When detours happen, and your route seems off, you need only to track the 
plan found in God’s Word. And don’t forget, there are still plenty of souls who need 
to be delivered by The Deliverer. Go and deliver! (Matthew 28:19-20)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A51-56+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A51&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A53&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19-20&version=ESV


Thursday – When Defense Is Offensive 
By George Volpe 

“ . . . Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners . . .”  

1 Timothy 1:15 

The Apostle Paul was arguably one of the most zealous Jews who ever lived. 
He went as far as plotting to kill Christians, and thinking he was doing God a 
service! After his conversion, Paul realized how misdirected his zeal was 
(Philippians 3:6-7). 

As Christians who should walk in the light of scripture, we are susceptible to the 
mistake of sometimes feeling like we should react in defense of God to an extent 
that might go too far. It is easy for us to want to demonstrate our zeal for the Lord, 
and to think we are being faithful in His cause, when we are actually seeking our 
own way, and even doing harm instead of good to others. 

After the transfiguration, the Bible says that Jesus, realizing that His time to be 
crucified was at hand, set His face resolutely toward Jerusalem. To get to 
Jerusalem, which is quite a distance south of Galilee, the group decided to go the 
shortest route through the Samaritan mountains. They had taken this route in the 
past when Jesus met the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well. The Samaritans and 
the Jews did not get along at all. Most Jews would not even risk going through 
Samaria and the same could be said for the Samaritans who were reluctant to go 
through Israel. Their hatred for each other had been going on for centuries. 

As they traveled in Samaria, Jesus sent some messengers ahead to reserve a 
place to stay and to have something to eat. However, the Samaritans were not 
friendly at all, and would not let the disciples make any such arrangements. The 
insult from the Samaritans had been directed at Christ, but it angered the 
disciples. Would it be right to punish these people who mistreated Jesus? 

 “And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do you 
want us to command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them?’” (Luke 
9:54) But, Jesus turned and rebuked them. Their desire for vengeance was 
wrong.   

Jesus did not come to punish people, even those who mistreated Him. He didn’t 
come for the self-righteous, for a specific race of people, or for those who claim 
some religious authority. Jesus came to save the lost, to redeem sinful men, to 
open the floodgates of God’s love, to rescue all men everywhere. 

The Jews and the Samaritans had a lot of unfortunate history that caused them 
to hate each other. In some ways it’s like the culture we find ourselves in today. 
We desperately need to have the kind of love in our hearts for all men that Jesus 
does.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A6-7&version=ESV


Friday – Naughty or Nice? 
By Amy Pilson 

“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but 
do not notice the log that is in your own eye?” Matthew 7:3 

 
The gift giving season is upon us. Some of us may have already started our 

shopping, a few may be finished and to some the idea of shopping hasn’t even 
entered their mind yet. (For the record, I am almost done.) But the gift purchasing 
and giving often comes with some evaluating or judging. We often tend to play 
Santa.  

I am reminded of the story where a woman approached Jesus while He was 
reclining at a table and broke an expensive bottle of perfume and poured it over 
His head. There were many who became indignant about it saying that it was a 
waste; that the perfume could have been sold and the money given to the poor. 
(Mark 14:3-9) Maybe I am the only one who has ever looked at a situation where 
someone received something that I thought they didn’t deserve. Or that a person 
spent their money in a way that wasn’t the smartest. I have even begrudgingly 
given a person a gift because in my opinion they had been on the naughty list (but 
of course I got them one - mostly out of obligation).   

As I read the scripture passage from the sermon for this week, it reminded me 
that looking at what other people are doing or have done is just a form of 
considering myself better than they are. No matter how I try and justify it, it boils 
down to me thinking that I know better, that my actions are better. We have gotten 
into a habit that even the disciples did, of looking at the sins of others and 
measuring them as to the severity of them.  

There’s a saying (actually several versions of it) that says, “Don’t judge me just 
because I sin differently than you.” When we look to scripture we see that James 
2:10-13 says: “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
guilty of all of it. For he who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not 
murder.’ If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under 
the law of liberty. For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. 
Mercy triumphs over judgment.”  

In our scripture passage for this week, Jesus rebuked the disciples and they 
moved on. Could this week’s message be a gentle reminder to not put ourselves 
above others? I know it has been for me. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A3-9&version=ESV


Weekend – The Christmas Story 
By Kel Cunard 

“But the angel said to him…” Luke 1:13 

    My wife loves Christmas. She loves decorating for Christmas and shopping for 
gifts for her family and friends, but what she really loves is Christmas movies. She 
loves all those Claymation TV specials, and not just the Rudolph one everyone 
remembers. She loves Santa Claus Is Coming to Town, Jack Frost and that 
ridiculously creepy one with the Snow Miser and Heat Miser. I think they look like 
a Technicolor nightmare, but she loves them. And don’t even get her started on 
Hallmark Channel Christmas movies. She’s seen every single one, but they are 
completely wasted on me. They all seem like the exact same movie with different 
sets of formerly famous actors. 
    Sadly, in all her yuletide celebration, she refuses to embrace one of my 
favorites: A Christmas Story. I can’t get enough of the tale of pink bunny suits, leg 
lamps, and Ralphie’s Red Rider BB gun. As I laugh, her eyes just roll. I guess 
opposites really do attract.  
    Maybe my wife and I can’t agree on Christmas entertainment because they are 
merely shadows of the true story. They hijack the Christmas feelings without ever 
pointing to the greatest story ever told. But in the Biblical account of the Word 
becoming flesh, we see the heart of our God and the beauty of the Gospel. If we 
miss that, we’ve missed everything. 

 
 

  

Pray for the World: United Arab Emirates 
In this 77,700 square kilometers of desert and mountains on the Arabian Gulf and 

the Gulf of Oman, a mere 9.8% of the dominantly Muslim country are Christians.   

Expatriate Christians have opportunities for discreet sharing as the nation becomes 
more open and international. However, arrests, imprisonment and deportation still 
occur for those who evangelize or distribute Christian literature unwisely. Pray that 
believers would demonstrate Christ in their words and deeds with discernment and 
confidence. Pray for the English, Arabic, Urdu, Filipino and Indian language worship 
groups and congregations in their worship and witness. 

Increased numbers of people are coming to Christ from other backgrounds. This is 
shifting from a trickle to a flow as more and more Arabs, South Asians, East Asians 
and others meet Jesus in a personal way. Some ministers are overwhelmed by 
responses to the Gospel – praise God for such a challenge!  

(Taken from www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
Read Luke 1 and join us the weekend as we begin a three-week 

sermon series on the real Christmas story. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1&version=ESV


 
  



 


