
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 10, 2017 
The Christmas Story 

Luke 1 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• If all you had were Christmas songs and Christmas movies, what would you 

conclude about Jesus? 

• In what ways does our culture see God like Santa Claus? How about 
Christians?   

• When you see God like Santa Claus how do you treat Him? How do you 
respond when you don’t get what you 
asked for? 

• What is the greatness of Jesus dependent 
on? How is that different from the 
greatness anyone else would have? 

• What is significant about the title “Son of 
the Most High”? 

• Read Colossians 1:15-18. How do these 
verses describe Jesus? How is this 
different from how some would describe 
Him?   

Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

Week 100 

 Monday 
• Hosea 9-10 
• Revelation 2:1-11 
• Proverbs 20:14-30 

 Tuesday 
• Hosea 11-14 
• Revelation 2:12-29 
• Proverbs 21:1-13    

 Wednesday 
• Joel 1:1-2:11 
• Revelation 3:1-13 
• Proverbs 21:14-31   

 Thursday 
• Joel 2:12-3:21 
• Revelation 3:14-4:11 
• Proverbs 22:1-6    

 Friday 
• Amos 1-2 
• Revelation 5 
• Proverbs 22:7-16   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hosea+9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+2%3A1-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+20%3A14-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hosea+11-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+2%3A12-29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+21%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joel+1%3A1-2%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+3%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+21%3A14-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joel+2%3A12-3%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+3%3A14-4%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+22%3A1-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=amos+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+22%3A7-16&version=ESV


Monday – Popularity Contest 
By Kel Cunard 

“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,  
and you shall call his name Jesus.” Luke 1:31  

    A 2011 survey conducted by Public Policy Polling sought to establish the 
popularity of historic figures. Mahatma Gandhi had a sixty-four percent approval 
rating, while Dr. Martin Luther King surpassed his fellow reformer with a seventy-
four percent approval rating. Mother Teresa eclipsed them both at eighty-three 
percent, and George Washington topped all three with approval from eighty-six 
percent of those surveyed.  

    Despite these high marks for history’s most well-respected people, they all fell 
behind Abraham Lincoln and Jesus Christ. In a photo-finish, President Lincoln 
edged out the Messiah 91 to 90 percent approval by the American public. 

    The fact that Jesus lost a popularity contest to Honest Abe is less startling than 
the person who topped them both. The only figures with higher approval ratings 
were ourselves. Ninety-three percent of Americans gave themselves positive 
ratings. I believe this stat reflects more than just our pride and self-centeredness. 
It reveals how little we understand about Jesus. 

    The popularity of Jesus likely peaks around Christmastime. It’s easy to love the 
eight-pound, six-ounce, away in a manger, newborn infant Jesus. He is cute, 
appears utterly nonthreatening and gives us an excuse to get gifts. But when the 
angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, he pointed to something far greater than “the 
little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.” Read Luke 1:26-38 and Isaiah 9:6-7.  

    If Jesus Christ were properly understood, His popularity would likely plummet, 
and He would not elicit feelings of love from those who have no desire to call Him 
Lord. His popularity is not the point. He came to “be great” and be called “the Son 
of the Most High, and “the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.”  

    Jesus did not come to win a popularity contest; He came to save the world. His 
power and majesty may be missed by those who prefer the infant version, but the 
baby in the manger became the Savior on the cross, and the victor at the empty 
tomb will return as a conquering King. On that day, every knee will bow and every 
tongue confess that He alone is Lord. So, on this day, reject the popular versions 
of Jesus and surrender to the One who will reign “from this time forth and 
forevermore.”   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A6-7&version=ESV


Tuesday – The Silence Is Broken 
By Kel Cunard 

“And the angel said to her.” Luke 1:30  

    Sarah Scantlin was a child of the 1980s. She loved cheerleading and boys and 

hanging out with her friends. Her dad Jim said, "She loved life from the very first 

breath." On a Friday night in September of 1984, her promising life was 

devastatingly interrupted. While crossing the street with some friends, Sarah was 

struck out of the darkness by a teen drunk driver. The impact threw her over the 

top of his car and into the path of oncoming traffic. The drunk driver never stopped 

but Sarah's life was paused that night. Nothing could have prepared Jim and his 

wife Betsy for what they saw when they walked into the hospital that night. Sarah's 

head injuries were shocking, and she could do little more than breathe on her 

own. Sarah spent the next twenty years in a silent, coma-like state. Her father 

confessed that the pain got so great during those years that he would "pretend 

that Sarah was dead." 

    In February of 2009, the Scantlins received a phone call from the nursing home. 

One of the employees on the other end said, "Someone wants to talk to you. It's 

Sarah!" Jim's voice trembled as he hopefully spoke into the receiver, "This is dad." 

A broken but unmistakable voice replied, "Hi dad. I love you." After two decades 

of heartbreak and hope all but disappeared, the silence was broken and joy 

returned.  

    Before Jesus came as a baby, there had been 400 years of silence from God 

to His chosen people – no psalms, no word and very little hope. The people of 

Israel longed to hear from their Heavenly Father, but no prophets arose to convey 

His will and words. And while the people longed to hear from God, they never 

would have predicted the prophesy nor its lowly recipient. 

    When the angel Gabriel appeared to a poor teenager in a tiny town on the 

backside of nowhere, silence was broken and joy returned. Read Luke 1:26-38. 

Not only had the Lord spoken, but He was ready to rescue His people from their 

sins. The Word was to become flesh, and we would never again have to wonder 

or worry about His silence.  

    Through His word and the work of the Holy Spirit, God will never be silent again 
to those who truly seek Him. He is always responsive to those who humbly say, 
"Hi dad. I love you." 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV


Wednesday – You Will Call His Name . . . Jesus  
By George Volpe 

“But who do you say that I am?” 
Luke 9:20 

Before I was a Christian, the abbreviation “Xmas” didn’t bother me. It seemed 
like a convenient shorthand to fit on a sign selling Christmas trees, as a way to 
avoid writing out “Christmas.” But I didn’t understand Who Christ was. I didn’t 
know Him. If you don’t know Who Jesus is, you don’t know His impact on 
everything.  

When I studied history, I learned about people who settled the Earth, who did 
great things, who set up nations and kingdoms. And tucked into that history were 
a few words about a man called Jesus, as if He was just another figure among so 
many. 

But I now know that history is really HIS-story. All the good we see and don’t 
see, and every breath we take is because of God’s overflowing love for us. The 
great men and events of history were the hand of God shaping His story, His plan 
for the redemption of mankind.  

Jesus once asked his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” So, let’s ask 
ourselves a question. Do we KNOW the One whose birth and name Gabriel 
announced to Mary?  

Jesus. “Jehovah is salvation.” This is no ordinary child. He is the invisible God 
Who became visible. He is the eternal Word who came down and clothed Himself 
in flesh to show His great love in sympathizing with us. He came as an innocent 
infant, the most helpless among people, by the humblest birth. He came “unto us,” 
for us. He came to rescue us, to bless us, to save us.  

He is the perfect Lamb prepared before the foundation of the world to bear all 
our sin. God who made everything, now stoops to live within His creation to give 
mankind the greatest gift of all time.  

What kind of love is this? How does the eternal, almighty God who is, who was, 
and who always will be, come down to my level and allow Himself to be ripped 
apart and humiliated so I have a chance to be with Him eternally? This is the 
surpassing love of God who came “unto us” as the God-man, the Son of David, 
the Son of God. He is the child born to set us free. He is the express image of 
God in the flesh whose name is above every name, whose story is eternal, whose 
Kingdom will never end. 
   What an announcement! This is a moment that stands alone in history. The King 
of kings and LORD of lords is coming to us. He is reaching out to us. “Unto us” --
-a child is born. Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift.  



Thursday – How Many Will Be Rescued? 
By Kel Cunard 

“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,  
and you shall call his name Jesus.” Luke 1:21 

    On the morning of August 29, 2005, the people living along the Gulf Coast 
hoped for the best and prepared for the worst. Hurricane Katrina sat just offshore, 
and with sustained 140 mph winds and gusts up to 175 mph, she threatened to 
pack a wallop. It was the largest and third strongest storm to ever make landfall 
in the U.S. Surrounded on three sides by water and much of it lying below sea 
level, New Orleans was in grave danger, and authorities feared the pumps and 
levees would be overwhelmed. The day before, the mayor had issued an 
evacuation order for the more than one million people living in the city and 
suburbs, but not everyone complied.  

    By the afternoon of August 30, Katrina had caused 90,000 square miles of 
destruction from Louisiana to Alabama. The twenty-foot storm surge had 
breached the levees and 80 percent of New Orleans was underwater. As the sun 
rose that morning, it was evident the citizens of New Orleans who were unable or 
unwilling to evacuate were in need of help. The Coast Guard kept their five H-60 
helicopters airborne on rescue missions almost around the clock. Pilot Iain 
McConnell's crew was one of the first on the scene, and they began lifting 
survivors from their rooftops or out of upper story windows and carrying them to 
the Superdome for shelter. Surprisingly, they were not able to save as many as 
they had hoped. In an interview, McConnell explained why: 

    On our first three missions, we saved the lives of 89 people, three dogs, and a 
cat. On the fourth mission, to our great frustration, we saved no one—but not for 
lack of trying. The dozens we attempted to rescue refused pickup! 
    Some people told us to simply bring them food and water. "You are trying to 
live in unhealthy conditions, and the water will stay high for a long time," we 
warned them. Still, they refused. I felt frustrated and angry, since we had used up 
precious time and fuel, and had put ourselves at risk during each rescue attempt. 
I felt like they were ungrateful. But, in truth, they did not know how desperate their 
situation was. 
    Almost 2,000 people died in Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath, but 
undoubtedly a few more could have been saved if they had only realized how 
desperately they needed to be rescued.  

    There are billions of people on Earth today who do not grasp their need for a 
rescuer. The Good News is only good if you realize you need a Savior. Maybe 
more people might have accepted the Coast Guard's offer if they had a chance to 
hear from someone who had been rescued. The voice of someone who had been 
delivered from certain death might have convinced them to accept a life-saving 
lift.  

    Perhaps the lost people in your life need to hear how Jesus has rescued you. 
Read Colossians 1:13-14 and be ready to tell others about your deliverance.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A13-14+&version=ESV


Friday – The Reason for the Season 
By Kel Cunard  

“And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary.’” Luke 1:30 

    In the busyness of the Christmas season, it is easy to lose sight of its purpose. 

Even if the focus remains on the Christ child and the wonder and mystery of the 

Incarnation, we can miss the whole reason Jesus came. 

    Read 1 John 3:1–10 and reflect on this sermon excerpt from John Piper, Pastor 

of Bethlehem Baptist Church: 

    The people who will experience the fullest meaning of Christmas are 
the people who know and feel that there is something in them that needs 
to be destroyed. It is true, as John said (John 3:17), that "God sent the 
Son into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved." But he saves by destroying – like a doctor who 
amputates a foot full of gangrene or cuts out a cancerous lung. 

    Jesus said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick; I came not to call the righteous but sinners" (Mark 2:17). 
The only people who understand Christmas and embrace Christmas for 
what it is are people who… desperately want their sickness destroyed. 
Unless you welcome Jesus as a destroyer in your life, you can't have him 
as a Savior. 

    Christmas is the celebration of the appearing on earth of God's eternal 
Son. And the reason he appeared is to destroy the works of the devil. So 
the reason there is a Christmas is because God aims to destroy 
something. Or if you like the imagery of contemporary space odysseys, 
picture Christmas as God's infiltration of rebel planet earth on a search 
and destroy mission. Or if you come from the Dr. Kildare and Ben Casey 
era, picture Christmas as the arrival of a single brilliant doctor in an 
isolated Appalachian village ravaged by a deadly virus. Or, if you antedate 
all that, picture Christmas as the arrival of John Joseph Pershing as full 
commander of the U.S. 1st Army on the Western Front of the Argonne 
Forest in the fall of 1918. 

    The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the 
devil. The spaceship has landed, the doctor has arrived, the general has 
taken command — [His] mission: search and destroy the works of the 
devil.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A1%E2%80%9310+&version=ESV


Weekend – Status Quo 
By Kel Cunard  

“And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary.’” Luke 1:30 

    Humans hate change. Our delight in the status quo is not only driven by our 
fear of change. We genuinely believe that the way we have done things must be 
the right way.  

    In one study, college students preferred a course syllabus described as the 
status quo over a new version even if the revised version meant less assignments 
for them. They liked the old version even more if they were told it was 100 years 
old rather than only 10 years. In another study, responders were more favorable 
toward acupuncture if there were told it had been in existence for 2,000 years 
than those who were told it had existed for only 250 years.  

    The bottom line for us: if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. The status quo will suit us just 
fine. However, there is nothing about the Christian life that embraces the status 
quo. When Jesus invades our lives, He turns everything upside down, because 
our status quo created our need for a Savior.  

    If you have any doubt about His penchant for changing lives, read Luke 1:34-
45 and join us this weekend as we confront the impact of the Christ child before 
He was even born.  

  

Pray for the World: United States of America 
The U.S.A. is the world’s third largest nation in area and population and 77.6% 

claim to be Christian.  

Student ministries continue to play a vital role. Movements such as InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship (IFES), Navigators, CCCI, Campus Outreach, Chi Alpha, 
Campus America, Campus Church Net, SVM2 and others combine to generate 
effective outreach, discipleship and prayer on campuses. The large Urbana 
conferences of InterVarsity, The Traveling Team and other ministries challenge many 
students with the needs of a lost world. The ministries of Navigators and CCCI have 
diversified into a wide range of activities in the USA and around the world. The 
Passion conferences profoundly impact the lives of many thousands of students 
every year. It is in their college years that the largest percentage of Christians fall 
away; yet, student movements have been at the heart of almost every revival and 
missions movement in America’s history. (Taken from www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 77 and remember 

that even in your days of trouble you serve “the God who works wonders.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A34-45&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A34-45&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+77+&version=ESV


 
  



 


