
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 17, 2017 
The Christmas Story 

Luke 1:34-45 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are some Christmas traditions in your family? How have they changed 

over the years? 

• Why are we opposed to change? What are we afraid of?   

• What are some scary things Jesus has asked people to do? 

• Why are some people more prone to doing 
the radical things found in scripture? 

• Why are others content with the status 
quo? 

• What are some radical things about the 
Christmas story that our familiarity might 
cause us to miss?   

Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  

Week 101 

 Monday 
• Amos 3:1-5:17 
• Revelation 6 
• Proverbs 22:17-29    

 Tuesday 
• Amos 5:18-7:17 
• Revelation 7 
• Proverbs 23:1-9    

 Wednesday 
• Amos 8-9 
• Revelation 8 
• Proverbs 23:10-20    

 Thursday 
• Obadiah 1-21 
• Revelation 9 
• Proverbs 23:21-35    

 Friday 
• Jonah 1-4 
• Revelation 10 
• Proverbs 24:1-22    

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=amos+3%3A1-5%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+22%3A17-29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=amos+5%3A18-7%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+23%3A1-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=amos+8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+23%3A10-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=obad+1-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+23%3A21-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jonah+1-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+24%3A1-22&version=ESV


Monday – Turning Christmas Upside Down 
By Kel Cunard 

“But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.”  

Luke 1:29 

    There is something about Christmas that upsets our normal. We move the 
furniture to make room for the tree and deck our halls with all the holiday 
accoutrements. We travel to see family and struggle to sleep in strange beds. We 
spend more and exercise less. And by the time it’s all said and done, we’re just 
ready to get back to our comfortable and familiar routines. 

   We might think the commotion of the season is a modern outcome of our hectic 
lives, but Christmas has been turning lives upside down for 2,000 years.  

    The angel’s announcement turned Mary and Joseph’s world upside down. 
Their comfortable normal was forever changed: their wedding was in question, 
their reputations were at risk, and their future was anything but certain. While still 
in the womb, Jesus was shattering the status quo. Read Luke 1:26-45. 

    The Incarnation even changed universe’s status quo. He came not as 
conquering king, but as a helpless baby. Everything we would expect about a 
divine invasion was turned upside down. Augustine reflected on the birth of Christ 
and penned powerful words on the wonder of the One who created all things 
becoming a part of His creation.  

   He so loved us that, for our sake, He was made man in time, although 
through him all times were made. He was made man, who made man. He 
was created of a mother whom he created. He was carried by hands that he 
formed. He cried in the manger in wordless infancy, he the Word, without 
whom all human eloquence is mute.  

    This wonderful upheaval turned our lives upside down in a most miraculous 
way. To paraphrase C.S. Lewis, because the Son of God became a man, there is 
now a way for men to become sons of God. God the Father sent Him who knew 
no sin to become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God. 
While we were dead in our trespasses, alienated from God, and hopelessly 
entrapped in slavery to sin, the Creator entered His creation and turned everything 
upside down. Something so extraordinary demands a significant response. 

    Jesus didn’t come to make us comfortable. He was not born to secure our 
status quo. He came to save sinners by turning their lives upside down so they 
can be right side up with their Heavenly Father. In what ways has Jesus Christ 
changed your life? How can you upset your normal Christmas routines to make 
sure you make Him known?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-45&version=ESV


Tuesday – Profile of Courage 
By George Volpe 

“And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have  
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.” Luke 1:30-31  

When Gabriel appeared to Zacharias, he took a moment to calm the fear of this 
mature man before presenting the message of the birth of John the Baptist. 
Gabriel’s appearance to the young virgin Mary could not have been anything short 
of frightening. Mary was not expecting to see anyone, let alone an angel suddenly 
standing before her from the presence of God. The word “troubled” means to be 
agitated, as if to be shaken. Think of a time when you were so scared you were 
shaking. 

Then Gabriel delivered a bombshell to Mary’s ears. She was going to have a 
baby. She was chosen by God to deliver the promised Messiah. And her mind 
became flooded with one thought after another. Wait—a baby? I want a baby but 
not like this! Am I dreaming? How is this possible? Who is the husband? How am 
I supposed to do this? What do I tell my parents? What do I tell Joseph? My 
friends? How do I explain what just happened here? Why me? This will ruin my 
family’s standing in the community. Who’s going to believe me?  

Mary’s life was not out of the ordinary. She likely had many concerns, and she 
was keeping herself for the man with whom she hoped she would someday start 
a family. And now this seemed to throw it all up in the air. What would she do 
now? 

Mary was at a crossroads. She could dishonor the request and continue with 
her own life as it was, keeping her own plans and avoiding the risks she would 
face if she agreed to this unbelievable plan. Or, she could receive it, believe it and 
trust God for the outcome. There would probably be mental and emotional stress. 
There would surely be questions and murmuring from everyone. Her family might 
not even believe her. And how would she explain this to Joseph? She might have 
to stand alone with only God to help her. 

We tend to think of Mary’s position as simply a great honor bestowed by God, 
but there was so much more to it. Mary was a lowly servant girl willing to give up 
her life for the God she loved more than her own welfare. Joseph and Mary might 
never have fully understood all that they were experiencing. But the one thing they 
wanted more than anything was to obey God, regardless of the worldly risk and 
consequences, and God knew it. 

Through the obedience of a tender-hearted but godly young girl, the Savior 
became flesh and was born into the world He Himself had made, shivering in the 
cold night, looking for His mother’s warm embrace. 



Wednesday – First Hand 
By Keith Thomas 

“But the Lord of hosts, him you shall honor as holy.” Isaiah 8:13 

The airside was bustling with the usual airport traffic. There were those traveling 
for work and others for pleasure, but every single one of them stopped what they 
were doing when they heard the announcement over the airport speakers.  
Business men and women closed their laptops and ended sales calls. Teenagers 
stopped scrolling through Instagram and took off their headphones. Parents 
corralled their children keeping them close to their sides, and baristas ceased 
tapping coffee grounds and steaming milk. A hush came upon Gate 23 after 
hearing the news that a fallen military hero was being transported home on the 
next flight.    

I was at Raleigh-Durham International Airport on a connecting flight to 
Nashville. I was supposed be in Nashville already, but my 3:30 AM alarm did not 
wake me up, and my rescheduled flight necessitated a change in flight path. The 
frustration and embarrassment of missing my original flight now became 
welcomed and meaningful.    

I’ve seen video clips of these ceremonial transfers, but I’ve never witnessed 
one first hand. From the honor guard that performed the dignified transfer to the 
senior ranking officer who escorted the fallen hero, the respect and honor due this 
soldier was seen and felt by all. Not a word was spoken by the passengers as we 
drew near the windows that overlooked the tarmac. Not a dry eye could be found 
as the honor guard approached the casket and removed and folded the flag. 
Some onlookers saluted, others placed a hand over their heart, but all were 
humbled at the beautiful display of honor.    

Life delivers many events to us; some a surprise and others expected. The key 
is how we respond to these events. Luke’s historical account (Luke 1:34-45) of 
Jesus’ birth reveals the responses of Mary, Elizabeth and John.  Mary learns that 
she will give birth to the Son of God, and humbly acknowledges her place as “a 
servant of the Lord” (v.38). Elizabeth, upon seeing Mary, is filled with the Holy 
Spirit and speaks a blessing upon Mary (vs. 42-45). John, who we later know as 
John the Baptist, leapt in his mother’s womb after hearing Mary’s greeting to 
Elizabeth. Three people, with three different responses, all because of the 
presence of Jesus.    

Witnessing the dignified transfer of that fallen hero affected me greatly. I remain 
humbled and grateful for the freedom that soldier gave me and so many others.  
As I reflect on the freedom that Jesus gave me, I am driven to my knees with 
gratitude and humbled at the thought of His love for me.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A34-45&version=ESV


Thursday – The Four Words 
By Amy Pilson 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans  
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 
 

There’s a song out now called Thy Will Be Done. I heard it this morning, and it 
fit so well with this week’s message. After the fact, we often think it was such an 
honor for Mary to be chosen to bear God’s Son that we forget about the fear she 
must have had. She could have been killed. (And how would that have been had 
she ended up with God’s dead Son? Talk about pressure!) 

The song talks about being sure that God’s will was heard but things didn’t go 
the way they were expected. The singer is filled with heartache, pain, confusion 
and fear. But she repeats that all she has are these four words, “thy will be done.” 
It takes me to when Christ repeated those words in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Read Luke 22:39-46.  

It’s easy to forget that Jesus was human too and that He prayed for another 
way for God’s will to be done. He prayed harder than anyone has ever prayed! 
That’s how much He didn’t want to have to do what God sent Him to do. I’ll be 
honest, I’ve been struggling with some of these feelings – but in no way to that 
extent – and this message has really helped me refocus.  

Yes, I have been in law school. I’m doing fine with it. I don’t love it, and I don’t 
hate it. I don’t understand why I’m doing it though. I know it’s what God has led 
me to do, but I have no idea why. He hasn’t shown me how this will be used in 
my life or how He will use it for His glory. Maybe it would be easier if I had some 
idea? And it’s a lot of hard work. I miss out on some things. I don’t have time to 
lead Bible study anymore and that was a passion of mine. I have missed 
opportunities to be with Jeff when he’s doing something. So, I ask myself, why am 
I doing this? Is it really worth it? I often think that I could be happier if I weren’t 
doing it.  

I try to go back and focus on all the examples scripture gives us of those who 
are reluctant to do God’s calling out of fear, unworthiness, difficulties, etc., but are 
faithful and do so anyway. But there is no greater one to look at than Christ 
Himself. And He is able to use His human experience to help us through our 
situations. He understands. So, I turn to Him to help with my questions, fears, 
doubts, etc. And I utter the four words, Thy Will Be Done.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A39-46&version=ESV


Friday – The Magnificat 
By Kel Cunard  

“My soul magnifies the Lord…” Luke 1:46 

    The announcement of the Christ child’s impending birth turned Mary’s world 
upside down. Nothing in her life would ever be the same, but this complete 
upheaval and unceremonious removal from her comfort zone did not prompt her 
to rebel or complain. The unsettling work of the Lord in and through her caused 
her to well up with praise. Read Luke 1:39-56. About her spontaneous song, 
Pastor John Piper writes: 

   The angel had told Zechariah in Luke 1:15 that John the Baptist would 
be filled with the Spirit even from his mother's womb. That is, the Spirit of 
God would exercise a unique control on this man from the time he is in his 
mother's womb until he completes his ministry as a grown man. Then Luke 
gives evidence of this: Mary approaches, carrying the Son of God in her 
womb, and little John gives Elizabeth a good kick in the diaphragm. Then 
Luke says that Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and cries out: "Mary, 
my child is leaping for joy. The Holy Spirit has helped him before he can 
even speak to bear witness to the Lord in your womb." 

   That's all the confirmation Mary needs. She sees clearly a most 
remarkable thing about God: He is about to change the course of all human 
history; the most important three decades in all of time are about to begin. 
And where is God? Occupying himself with two obscure, humble women—
one old and barren, one young and virginal. And Mary is so moved by this 
vision of God, the lover of the lowly, that she breaks out in song—a song 
that has come to be known as the Magnificat. 

   Mary and Elizabeth are wonderful heroines in Luke's account. He loves 
the faith of these women. The thing that impresses him most, it appears, 
and the thing he wants to impress on Theophilus, his noble reader, is the 
lowliness and cheerful humility of Elizabeth and Mary. Elizabeth says 
(1:43): "And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord would 
come to me?" And Mary says (1:48): "The Lord has regarded the low estate 
of his handmaiden." The only people whose soul can truly magnify the Lord 
are people like Elizabeth and Mary—people who acknowledge their lowly 
estate and are overwhelmed by the condescension of the magnificent God. 

    While we might long to be the hero in God’s story, we are rarely willing to 
practice the requisite humility. As we reflect on the birth of Christ, may we all be 
inspired to praise the Lord like these selfless women in Luke’s account.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-56&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A15&version=ESV


Weekend – ‘Twas the Night Before 
By Kel Cunard  

“And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.”  
Luke 2:6 

    Christmas Eve was a special night when I was growing up. We always went to 
the candlelight service at church, and when we got home, we gathered for a 
special meal. My mom and dad prepared several appetizers and finger foods, and 
we had a picnic around the Christmas tree. We ate, we laughed, we recounted 
stories of Christmases past, and we reflected on the birth of Christ. As my brother 
and I brought our wives into the family, they were invited into the tradition. Even 
now, when my family is home for Christmas, we gather on our living room floor 
and have a memorable meal under the twinkling lights. It is a special tradition that 
marks a momentous moment. 

    More than two thousand years ago, Mary and Joseph witnessed one of 
history’s greatest miracles. On the night before another Christmas dawns, will you 
take time to remember the moment the Word became flesh? We invite you to read 
Luke 2 with your loved ones and join us this Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth 
of our Savior and Lord.   

Pray for the World: Venezuela 
Out of the 29 million people living in Venezuela, 84% are Christian.  The challenges 

for prayer include:  

a) The upper and middle classes are under-evangelized but influenced by other 
religious groups.  

b) Caracas, the capital, is one of the least-reached areas. Over one million live 
in the ranchos (slums), and gangs or drug barons control entire areas–and 
there are fewer than 300 churches in the city. 

c) Students, young people and children need more focused outreach. Fewer than 
20 Christian student groups exist for 100 universities, despite over 40 years 
of campus ministry. Many children live in poverty and have little opportunity 
to encounter the genuine Gospel. More needs to be done to evangelize and 
disciple this key sector of society. 

The growing Arab community (more than 130,000) has become prominent in 
commerce. Most are Lebanese and Syrian, but many are Shi’a and Sunni Muslims. 

 (Taken from www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 78 and pray the Lord will 
give you opportunities to tell His wonders and deeds to the next generation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+78+&version=ESV


 
  



 


