
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 24, 2017 
The Christmas Story: 

Luke 2 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• How would you describe the meaning of Christmas? 

•  What part of our answers are found in the Bible and what part are from cultural 
influences? 

 

• Define hope.  See Romans 8:24-25 for help. 

 
 

• What areas of life do people seek hope? Why? 

 

• Why is it important that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem? See Micah 5:2-5. 

 
 

• The angels declared the birth of Jesus was 
‘good news to all men.’ What precisely is the 
good news about? 

 

Bible Reading Plan 
2016-17 Bible Reading Plan  
OT, NT & Poetry: Week 102 

 Monday 
• Micah 1-2 
• Revelation 11:1-14 
• Proverbs 24:23-34    

 Tuesday 
• Micah 3-5 
• Revelation 11:15-12:6 
• Proverbs 25:1-12 

 Wednesday 
• Micah 6-7 
• Revelation 12:7-17 
• Proverbs 25:13-18 

 Thursday 
• Nahum 1-3 
• Revelation 13 
• Proverbs 26:1-12    

 Friday 
• Habakkuk 1-2 
• Revelation 14:1-13 
• Proverbs 26:13-28    

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A24-25+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+5%3A2-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=micah+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+11%3A1-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+24%3A23-34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=micah+3-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+11%3A15-12%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+25%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=micah+6-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+12%3A7-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+25%3A13-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=nahum+1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+26%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=habakkuk+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+14%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+26%3A13-28&version=ESV


Monday – Christmas Morning 
By Kel Cunard 

“And the Word became flesh…” John 1:14 

    The little ones are bouncing with excitement. They skip from toy to toy along a 
shiny sea of crumbled wrapping paper. The bigger ones move less and yawn 
more. Their adolescent grunts of gratitude are harder to detect but no less 
heartfelt. The early wakeup call has mom and dad looking forward to their second 
cup of coffee as they gather strength for the day. It's Christmas morning and there 
will be toys to put together, Christmas dinner to prepare, and family gatherings to 
attend.  

    While we don’t know the exact day Jesus was born, we know the precise 
reason we celebrate: God the Son came to the earth to save the world. In the 
glittery, tinselly chaos of Christmas morning, take a few minutes to read the 
following verses and reflect on the wonder of the Incarnation. 

• John 1:1–3, 14 – 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  

• Hebrews 2:9 – But we see him who for a little while was made lower than 
the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the 
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone… 

• Philippians 2:5–8 – 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.  

    In the quiet of the first Christmas morning, Mary held the One who would hold 
her for eternity. A part of creation was cradling her Creator. In her arms was a tiny 
reminder of how far God's love would go. And contrary to the classic carol, the 
Christ child probably let out a cry. Soft and unremarkable at first, but that quiet 
little voice would one day shout "It is finished!" from the cross.  

    The typical Christmas day is not all that peaceful. We can find busyness in even 
the most beautiful days, but don't let today pass without His peace reigning in your 
home and in your heart. 

    As you dig through the paper and boxes to find those missing batteries, don't 
miss the opportunity to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Read it to your children, 
share it with your family, live it in your life. This Christmas make sure you 
remember that Jesus came to us so we could share His love with the world.   



Tuesday – The Good News About Fear 
By Kel Cunard 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy   
that will be for all the people.” Luke 2:10 

    It only takes two notes to strike fear in the hearts of millions. In 1975, movie 
theatres were filled with an alternating pattern of E and F notes as Jaws broke 
box office records around the world. Its images of a ferocious, man-eating great 
white permanently cast sharks as public enemy number one, but sometimes, even 
our greatest fears are misplaced. 

    The Florida Museum of Natural History maintains the International Shark Attack 
File which reports there is an average of one shark attack death per year in the 
United States. Compared to the data from the National Safety Council and the 
Centers for Disease Control you are: 

• Ten times more likely to be killed by fireworks 

• 47 times more likely to be killed by lightning 

• 620 times more likely to die from exposure to cold 

• 17,000 times more likely to be killed by a fall 

• 99,000 times more likely to die of a hospital infection 

    Fear of shark attacks keeps many people away from the ocean, but very few 
of us head for cover every Fourth of July or creep through life petrified to trip and 
fall. Our fear may be real, but it is nonetheless misplaced.  

    Every day we face internal and external fears. We try to avoid heights, dogs or 
thunderstorms as our fears of failure and rejection rattle around in our minds. 
Truth be told, most of our fears are unfounded and will never come to fruition. 
However, everyone who does not know and believe the good news of Jesus will 
one day find that their earthly fears may have been real, but they were eternally 
misplaced. 

    When the angel announced Jesus's birth, his message to the shepherds was 
"Fear not." His encouragement was not only for their moment in the presence of 
an angel but also for mankind's eternity in the presence of a holy God. The Christ 
child in the manger would grow to be a man who lived, died and lives again so 
that all people may have the chance to surrender to the good news of salvation 
and eternal life through Him. Because of Jesus, we need not fear the sins we 
could never overcome because every confessed sin is a forgiven and forgotten 
sin (Read 1 John 1:9 and Psalm 103:11-12). This Christmas, remember the 
angel's message and ask God to help you fear not. Allow His perfect love to drive 
out all external, internal, and eternal fears from your heart (Read 1 John 4:17-18) 
because there is no need to fear in light of His good news of great joy.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+103%3A11-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A17-18&version=ESV


Wednesday – Grace in the Garden 
By Kel Cunard 

“But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, 'Where are you?'”  
Genesis 3:9 

    Though we all need it, few fully understand it. We rejoice in it at the empty tomb 

and are overwhelmed by it at the cross. We hear it in the sweet sound of the baby 

in the manger and in His agonizing prayer that night in Gethsemane. But grace 

did not enter the world for the first time when the Word became flesh. To 

understand grace, we have to go back to the beginning; more specifically, to the 

"in the beginning."  

    At the start of time, God created. God decided 

to make something out of nothing and in that 

something there was the potential for you. There 

was nothing that forced Him to exercise His 

creative powers and the sheer act of creation was 

an act of grace.  

    Into this universe He poured unspeakable beauty. He showered it with more 

colors than we could ever replicate, and He gave the human eye the ability to 

perceive them. There is absolutely no biological necessity for our perception of 

color. We could survive unscathed in a world of shades of gray, but God chose to 

paint our world with the beauty of color because that is the nature of grace. Grace 

is never just enough. Grace always spills over the rim of our lives. And even from 

the garden, God established His pattern of lavishing grace on those He loves.  

    Tragically, it was in the beauty of the garden that was dripping with God's grace 

that sin entered the world. Adam and Eve doubted God and believed He was 

holding out on them. They sided with the enemy and spat in the face of grace. 

And yet, His grace went further still. Read Genesis 3:8-15 and notice God's first 

recorded act after His creation rebelled. 

    God came to us even after we rejected Him. There were severe consequences 

for their sin and we still live in the wake of that moment. But even in this passage, 

we see God at work to redeem that which was lost. In verse 15 we see the first 

prophecy of the coming Messiah who would defeat the power of the evil one. The 

grace in the garden foretold the grace of the manger, the cross and the empty 

tomb. How will you live differently in the light of His grace?  

God came to us 
even after we 
rejected Him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A8-15&version=ESV


Thursday – Rebellion and Redemption 
By Kel Cunard 

“…he will save his people from their sins.”  
Matthew 1:21 

    The coming of the Christ child was the culmination of God's redemptive plan to 

rescue His creation from their rebellion. But as God pursued Adam and Eve in the 

garden even after they sinned, the Lord continued to chase after His people 

through history. 

    When you read the prophets of the Old Testament … you get a glimpse 

into what it feels like to be God.  

    I long to be gracious to you. You are precious and honored in my sight, 

because I love you. But you are the offspring of adulterers. You have 

made your bed on a high and lofty hill, forsaking me, you uncovered your 

bed, you climbed into it and opened it wide. You have been false to me. 

(From Isaiah)  

    I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me ... 

What fault did you find in me that you strayed so far from me? You are a 

swift she-camel running here and there, sniffing the wind in her craving-in 

her heat who can restrain her? Should I not punish them for this? Should 

I not avenge myself? I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have 

drawn you with loving kindness. What have I done to make you hate me 

so much? (From Jeremiah) [From Epic by John Eldredge] 

    At the heart of it all, the sinfulness of mankind is the rejection of the loving 

kindness of our Heavenly Father. We are angry rebels against the most 

benevolent of kings. But in spite of our rebellious hearts, God sent His Son to take 

on flesh and take our place. The greatest Christmas present is the presence of 

Christ in our hearts. 

    If you have not surrendered your life to Christ, you are still the unfaithful spouse 

that God lamented in the Old Testament. You are still the rebel against a King that 

only wants to adopt you as His child and have you experience His everlasting 

love. What is keeping you from answering His call on your life today?  

    If you have been saved, you possess the answer to the emptiness of every 

heart. What are you doing to draw others to Christ?   



Friday – Your Best Efforts 
By Kel Cunard 

“His divine power has granted to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness…”  

2 Peter 1:3  

    'Tis the season for New Year's resolutions. As we change our calendars we 
make lists of the things we would like to change about ourselves. Our most 
popular resolutions are: 

• Lose weight 
• Spend less and save more 
• Quit bad habits 

    Our intentions are sincere and our goals are commendable, but our resolution 
results are pretty poor. Of those people who usually make resolutions, one quarter 
of them will give up by the end of the first week. Almost a third drop out before the 
end of the first month, and less than half make it to the Fourth of July. Maybe we 
should resolve to not make any more resolutions. 

    And yet, there are facets of our lives that need to change. Whether physical, 
financial or professional, there are aspects of our behavior that could and should 
improve. Nonetheless, years come and years go, and our resolutions remain 
unresolved.  

    You may have repeatedly endured this annual cycle of disappointment and 
regret. When failure came again and you reached the end of yourself, you cried 
out to God for Him to give you the strength to never do that again… But you did.  

    You're still clicking on websites you should never see. You're still living outside 
of God's plan for marriage. You're still buying things you don't need with money 
you don't have. You're still bitter and unforgiving toward your loved ones. Your 
relationship with your children is still strained. You want your life to be better in so 
many ways, but despite your best efforts to grow spiritually, your resolutions seem 
to turn out for the worst.  

    What if you have been going about this all wrong? Perhaps the route to 
successful change is not found in your best efforts to create a new you. What if 
the resources to resolve your spiritual growth struggles were already at your 
disposal? Read 2 Peter 1:1-10.  

    These verses clearly state God "has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness." Your resolutions to be more like Christ are not dependent upon 
you fixing you. Jesus already accomplished everything you need on the cross so 
you can live a life that is pleasing to Him. The success you seek is found in 
surrender not in your best efforts alone.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A1-10&version=ESV


Weekend – The Year That Was 
By Kel Cunard  

“Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord!”  
Psalm 119:1 

    Looking back at the year that was can help you prepare for the year to come. 
Who spoke into your life? What lessons did you learn? What setbacks did you 
experience? Identifying last year's mile markers will help you prayerfully plot a 
course for the coming year. What did the last twelve months hold for you? 

• The person who most impacted your life __________________ 

• Someone you influenced for Christ __________________ 

• Your biggest worry in the past year __________________ 

• Your greatest joy __________________ 

• Your worst regret __________________ 

    In all its 8,760 hours, 525,600 minutes, or 31 million seconds, which moment 
of your life from the past year was the most impactful? As you look toward the 
year to come, what can you do to make sure you are walking closely with the 
Lord? Read Psalm 119:1-16 and join us this weekend as we prepare our hearts 
and lives for 2018.  

Pray for the World: Zimbabwe 
   Of 12.6 million people living in this landlocked state in southern Africa, Christianity 
is the largest religion at 78%. Pray for the less-evangelized and these areas of need:  

a) The rural areas, often neglected for church planting and sending qualified 
workers. Pray more will be called to this humble but vital task.  
b) The burgeoning cities, swollen with hundreds of thousands of rural migrants 
looking for non-existent jobs. Squatter settlements are multiplying, and crime is on 
the increase. Outreach to the unemployed is a major challenge. 
c) There are some Christian congregations in every indigenous people, but 
relatively few among the Tonga, Nambya and Dombe of the Hwange-Kariba area 
in the northwest, the Kunda in the northeast and the Tswa in the southeast.  
d) Muslims are a small minority but wield disproportionate influence on the country 
through foreign aid “with strings”, mosque-building and scholarships in Muslim 
universities. Most are Yao from Malawi, some are South Asian immigrants, and a 
few are indigenous Shona-speakers. Little Christian outreach has been made to 
win them and churches are ill-equipped to do so.           (www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 79 and remember that the “God 
of our Salvation” will also one day judge the nations.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A1-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+79&version=ESV


  



 


