
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – December 31, 2017 
A New Year? 

Psalm 119:1-16 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
•  What was our best moment of 2017?  Your worst moment? 

• What event from the past year strengthened your faith the most?  What event 
shook your faith to some degree? 

• What is the one New Year’s resolution you accomplished that made the biggest 
difference in your life? 

• What are some specific ways you can honor God in 2018? 
o In your family 

o In your work 

o In your community 

o In and through His Church 

•  How do you want your life to be different in 2018? 

• We plan to fail when we 
fail to plan.  What is 
your plan for daily 
submission to Christ? 

 

Bible Reading 
Plans 
There are two weeks of 
overlap with Bible Reading 
Plans because of missed 
time during Hurricane Irma. 
The 2018 Bible Reading 
Plan is a new one-year 
reading plan. The 2016-
2017 Plan is wrapping up the 
end of year two. 

Both are available on 
the website at:  
fbcpalmetto.com/ 
contact/resources 

2016-2017 Bible 
Reading Plan 

OT, NT & Poetry: Week 103 

 Monday 
• Habakkuk 3 
• Revelation 14:14-15:8 
• Proverbs 27:1-11 
 Tuesday 
• Zephaniah 1-3 
• Revelation 16 
• Proverbs 27:12-27    
 Wednesday 
• Haggai 1-2 
• Revelation 17 
• Proverbs 28:1-12   
 Thursday 
• Zechariah 1-2 
• Revelation 18:1-10 
• Proverbs 28:13-28    
 Friday 
• Zechariah 3-5 
• Revelation 18:11-24 

     

2018 Bible 
Reading 
Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 1 
 Day 1 

Mark 1 
Ps 1–2 
 Day 2 

Mark 2 
Ps 3 
 Day 3 

Mark 3 
Ps 4 
 Day 4 

Mark 4 
Ps 5 
 Day 5 

Genesis 1-2 
Ps 6 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact/resources.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact/resources.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=habakkuk+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+14%3A14-15%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+27%3A1-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+27%3A12-27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=haggai+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+28%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=zechariah+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+18%3A1-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+28%3A13-28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=zechariah+3-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rev+18%3A11-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+29%3A1-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+1%E2%80%932&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+6&version=ESV


Monday – A New Year? 
By Kel Cunard 

“How can a young man keep his way pure?  
By guarding it according to your word.” Psalm 119:9 

    Are you ready for a new year? Chances are most of us are pretty sick of the 
old one. The past twelve months will not be remembered for their tranquility. 
Between Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Maria, our people saw more than our fair share 
of devastation. No matter how turbulent the weather was, it didn’t hold a candle 
to the storms whirling through Washington. The level of political dysfunction has 
been disappointing and damaging. No one is winning when our leaders are 
focused on their opponents’ losing. And both at home and abroad, we have seen 
innocent lives snuffed out in heinous terrorist attacks.  

    If there has ever been a year that needs to end, 2017 would be the one. And 
for many of us, we didn’t have to watch the news to find disappointment and 
heartache. Our year was marked by trials and trip-ups. There were valleys we 
would have given anything to avoid, and poor decisions we wish we could take 
back. You may be ready for a fresh start, but the New Year will be the same old 
year unless you do something new. 

    While we can vote, protest and pray, our direct control over the global winds of 
change is minimal at best. There is very little we can do to impact geopolitical 
tensions or hold off natural disasters. Nevertheless, our lives were not devoid of 
storms and the past year likely had no shortage of regrets.  

    As we look toward 2018, we must realize that a fresh start begins with a 
surrendered heart. If we want this year to be different than last year, we have to 
align our priorities and passions with the One who is on the throne. We have to 
find our purpose and our peace by spending time each day with Him. Thankfully, 
we know the One who is on the throne, and we have everything we need to make 
sure 2018 is a truly new year. 

    If we want to be at our best when the world seems to be at its worst, we need 
to fix our eyes on Christ by focusing our hearts and minds in His word. Read 
Psalm 119:1-16. Every part of God’s word was “written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope.” (Romans 15:4) And when life gets difficult and the world seems to be 
spiraling out of control, couldn’t we use a little instruction, encouragement and 
hope? 

    To that end, we unveiled a new Bible reading plan this weekend. Over the next 
twelve months, it will guide you through the complete New Testament, all the 
Psalms and Proverbs, and 52 essential passages from the Old Testament. If you 
have never made Bible reading a part of your daily life, this could be the plan for 
you. If you’ve read through the Bible several times but would like to slow down 
and meditate on what you find, this might be the plan for you. Regardless of what 
you plan you choose, we encourage you to greet this New Year with a new habit.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A1-16&version=ESV


Tuesday – Your Word is Truth 
By George Volpe 

”All scripture is given by inspiration of God,  
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness:” (2 Timothy 3:16) 

 

    It’s a strange thing, but it seems like when we have something valuable, its 
value sometimes diminishes simply because we have it in our possession. We 
tend to desire the things we don’t have. 

People have been trying to discredit God’s word for years. There have been 
countless charlatans claiming to have received the words of God for man to follow. 
And behind it all the devil is cleverly setting up a wall of mirrors to stir up confusion 
as to which word is really God’s word. No wonder many people so easily dismiss 
or mistrust that the Bible we have today is truly the Word of God.   

When we get to Heaven, I think every soul will be glued to every single word 
that comes out of the mouth of God. We want to hear from the source of all life, 
the Creator, the Mighty God, the source of wisdom, the God who is love, the King 
of kings who rules the universe. I cannot imagine someone in Heaven saying, “I’m 
a little tired of hearing from God today. I think I’ll turn on the news or go do 
something else.” Not a chance. 

By our own will there is nothing we can do to invent the true and living God, let 
alone His word. Yet millions of people have been inventing “gods” for thousands 
of years to satisfy the need to worship. We cannot devise our own way to 
godliness, or write down imaginary words and pretend they are His. But if we 
believe He is who He claims to be, we know He has provided His perfect word for 
us. He has given us enough to know Him, to follow Him, and to understand how 
this life is to be lived until we meet Him face to face. 

So, if we believe God has supernaturally provided and protected His word down 
through the ages in order to communicate His plan for all of us, why is it such a 
struggle for us to open the Book?  

There have been special times in history when God spoke in an audible voice 
to accomplish His purpose.  He also ”Has in these last days spoken to us by his 
Son…” (Hebrews 1:2) But until He returns we would do well to remember the 
value that God puts on His written word. Proverbs 30:5-- “every word of God is 
pure”.  Psalm 119:89 --“Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.” Psalm 
138:2--“You have magnified Your word above all Your name”. 

  



Wednesday – Seek 
By Amy Pilson 

“Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!” 
Psalm 105:4 

 

   Last year I started the My One Word project. Through prayer you come up with 

one word that will serve as a primary focus for your year. In 2017 my word has 

been “resolute” because I really felt I needed to be more intentional with what I 

did and where I ended up. So, as I began to look at what the word would be for 

2018, God used several things to speak to me. This week’s message was one of 

them.  

For two and a half years, I got up every day at 5:00 AM and did a devotional. I 

chose scripture, wrote out a devotional and emailed it to a list of people. And if 

you think that I can be wordy here you should have seen those devotionals! They 

were mini sermons with three points and all! But I did it faithfully. Even when I was 

going to be gone I had them prepared ahead of time. I won’t go into the reasons 

why I stopped but I did. My life truly hasn’t been the same since.  

I used to wonder how Beth Moore could have such a passion for Scripture. 

Well, I found out. See, the verse that says God’s Word is living and active always 

seemed a little out of reach to me. But as I spent so much time in His Word, that 

began to change. It seemed as if He would speak directly to my heart. And then 

as I shared and had people tell me how His word spoke to them, I began to fall in 

love with the Scriptures. I was seeing God at work and it was exciting. And I miss 

it. Oh, I still have a relationship with Him – but it isn’t the excitement that it used 

to be.  

One of my favorite verses is Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to me and I will answer you, 

and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.” As I recalled 

it, I was reminded that the key is to seek Him. I did a search on “seek” and loved 

the verses that were reminders to seek Him and the consequences if we do (2 

Chronicles 26:5) and if we don’t (2 Chronicles 12:14).  

In my last devotional, I mentioned some of the unknowns I have been struggling 

with. So, my word for 2018 is SEEK so that I will seek His presence continually 

and once again see God at work on a daily basis! 

     

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+26%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+26%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chr.+12%3A14&version=ESV


Thursday – Depending on the Source 
By Keith Thomas 

“ . . . you have given the command to save me, for you  
are my rock and my fortress.” Psalm 71:3b   

    He was the first inductee into the Baseball Hall of Fame, holds the record for 
a season’s highest batting average of .366 (or .367, depending on the source), 
and the most career batting titles with 11 (or 12, depending on the source). He 
still holds the record for stealing home 54 times and for stealing second, third and 
home in succession five different times. Ty Cobb’s career as a baseball player 
was legendary, but after his death, his legacy was tainted by sportswriter Al Stump 
who portrayed Cobb as racist, violent, and a dirty player. The stories have since 
been discredited, but it’s amazing how many of the lies about Cobb linger. 

At the time, it didn’t seem to matter that Al Stump spent very little time with Ty 
Cobb, or that all of Stumps sources were anonymous, or that sportswriters rushed 
to defend Cobb’s character, or that Stump had been banned from writing in certain 
publications because of other lies he had published previously. It seems fake 
news was just as prevalent in the early 1900s as it is today. 

Truth is the cornerstone of life. It’s no surprise that Satan sought to discredit 
God in the Garden of Eden by using his best secret weapon, lies, the complete 
antithesis of God. Adam and Eve walked with God, knew the truth, and yet, they 
were manipulated into believing something false. Our exposure to multiple 
streams of information is greater today than it’s ever been. Whether its radio, 
newspaper, magazines, websites, social media, blogs, vlogs, or television, the 
world’s messages are at our fingertips. Is what we’re consuming true? 

Our world is littered with lies. Its motives are dark and filled with deceitful traps 
just waiting to ensnare us. To survive, we must seek and hold onto the truth that 
is found in God’s word. It is “a lamp to my feet, and light to my path.” (Psalm 
119:105) God’s word helps us guard our hearts and keep our ways pure. (Psalm 
119:9) God’s word is “good” and it gives “life”. (Psalm 119:39-40) 

God’s word is truth and it can be trusted. Those who authored the Bible spent 
a great amount of time with God. The sources are not anonymous. Many of them 
were eyewitnesses to the “Word that became flesh.” (John 1:14) Other historical 
writers rushed to defend the “Word’s” character, proving its validity and worth. 

Depending on the source, you could be living your life on a lie or the truth. It’s 
the difference between building your life on sinking sand or on a rock. (See 
Matthew 7:24-27.) God’s word is that rock on which to build your life. His word is 
the truth the world so desperately needs, and His word is the one dependable 
source that can be trusted. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A105&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A105&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A39-40&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A24-27&version=ESV


Friday – The New Year 
By George Volpe 

“One thing is needful.” Luke 10:42 

We get concerned when someone we love does things to hurt themselves. The 
Apostle Paul said, “No man yet ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it…” (Ephesians 5:29) To hurt yourself intentionally is not natural. And 
“self” is more than just flesh. It includes our spirit, by which we are able to 
communicate with God.  

God has created us with a spirit so that we can not only learn and understand 
the things of God by reasoning with our intellect, but also so that we can be 
nurtured and communicate with Him through the spirit. When we ignore our 
spiritual side, and are not communicating with God, we are starving our spirit, 
grieving the Holy Spirit, and holding back our relationship with God. We can’t see 
how we bruise our spirit because it is invisible. But the damage we do shows up 
outwardly by sin and missteps in our daily walk. 

It’s like my marriage. If something comes between my wife and I, the fellowship 
is broken, the communication wires have been cut. There is a deafening silence. 
There is aloneness. All the relationship construction comes to a grinding halt. If 
we are to walk with God, we need more than restoration. We need unbroken 
communication--God talking to me, and me talking to God. 

Even after becoming a Christian, it was possible for me to conveniently “set 
God aside” just for Sunday morning. I was so busy with the day-to-day concerns 
of life that I was losing sight of where I was going and what the true priorities of 
life were. Why did God create me? What is His plan for me? What is truly 
important?  

My love for Jesus had grown anemic--stale. It was time for me to flush all the 
excuses. I knew that I desperately needed a closer relationship with God. At first 
it was a challenge, but I started by having a quiet, unhurried, personal meeting 
with Him every morning, and I got serious about listening and communicating with 
Him.  That includes speaking to God in prayer, and listening to God in quiet 
reflection and by honoring His word through careful reading and dedicated study. 
That has become a cherished part of my day. Every day. 

As of this writing, Jean’s Dad is in hospice. It strengthens my resolve to leave 
a legacy when it is my time to go. How will I be remembered?  Will memories of 
the actions of my life draw people to Christ, or will it turn them away? What will I 
present to Jesus as my life’s gift to Him? What have I done with what He’s given 
me?    



Weekend – Perfection 
By Kel Cunard 

“I have finished the race…” 2 Timothy 4:7 

    Winston Churchill once said, “The maxim, ‘Nothing prevails but perfection,’ may 
be spelled PARALYSIS.” As a new year begins, most of us have outlined goals 
for the next twelve months. There are things we want to change, projects we want 
to finish and broken things that need to be fixed. Along the way, we will see some 
success, but if this year is anything like the rest, many of our goals will remain 
unfulfilled.  

    Why do we find it so difficult to achieve our personal, professional and spiritual 
goals? Many have arrived at a similar conclusion: Perfection can be the enemy of 
progress. Because we know we won’t be the best, we won’t risk being the worst. 
Because we fear we won’t reach perfection, we never get off go.  

    Thankfully, in terms of God’s plans for our lives, finishing is more important than 
perfection. There has only been One perfect person, and His power can work in 
us to accomplish His will in spite of our flaws. Read 2 Tim. 4:6-8, and join us this 
weekend as we confront our obsession with perfection.   

Pray for the World: Vietnam 
   Christians and Evangelicals make up 11.2% of the dominantly Buddhist country. 
Most of the population born after the Vietnam War are more interested in capital gain 
and the outside world than Communist propaganda. They are proving responsive to 
the Gospel. At the same time, newfound prosperity has opened the door to rampant 
materialism and other ideologies. Pray that the Truth might be clearly and effectively 
proclaimed, particularly among the growing masses of young professionals. 

   All open Protestant missionary work ceased in 1975. CMA had labored for 64 years 
(50 years as the only Protestant mission). Other agencies arrived in the 1950s. In 
1974 there were 280 missionaries in South Vietnam from about 20 organizations. 
Those years of sowing are today reaping an abundant harvest. Current economic 
development gives opportunity for Christians in business as well as for English 
teachers. Literally hundreds of organizations from both Asia and the West now claim 
some kind of work in Vietnam. Pray that Vietnam may become fully open to Christian 
workers, and that many committed and prepared workers may respond.   

(Taken from operation world.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship, read Psalm 80 and prayerfully consider how 
well you hear and heed the voice of the Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Tim.+4%3A6-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+80+&version=ESV


  



 


