
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 14, 2018 
Strapped: What If There’s More? 

Psalm 50 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• How does money affect your life? In good ways? In bad ways? 
 
 
 
 
 
•  What do you find yourself shopping for that you don’t need? 
 
 
 
 
 
• Read Matthew 7:11. What good things might God want to give you? 
 
 
 
 
 
• How does what God wants you to have differ from what you want to have? Has 

this difference ever created discontentment? 
 
 
 
 
 
• When we don’t get what we want we become discontent.  

What does that discontentment reveal? 
 
 

 
 
 

• Humanity seems to be searching for something it cannot 
find.  Give a few examples of where we look to find 
contentment.  

 

• Review Psalm 50:1-13. What does God need?

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 3 
 Day 11 

Mark 8:22-9:29 
Ps 12 
 Day 12 

Mark 9:30-10:12 
Ps 13–14 
 Day 13 

Mark 10:13-52 
Ps 15 
 Day 14 

Mark 11 
Ps 16 
 Day 15 

Mark 8:22-9:29 
Ps 12 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+50%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-9%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A30-10%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+13%E2%80%9314&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A13-52&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A13-52&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-9%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+12&version=ESV


Monday – A Train Wreck 
By Kel Cunard 

“For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.”  
Psalm 50:10 

    One Christmas morning there was quite a surprise waiting for me under the 
tree. For several months leading up to that day, my dad had been working on a 
secret project in the garage. He had taken a plain old sheet of plywood and 
created an amazing model train set. There were trees and ponds and buildings 
he built by hand. To my little eyes, it was the coolest thing I had ever seen, and 
my dad had made it for me. I loved it and had a great time sitting on the floor with 
him watching the train speed around the track.  
    However, as time passed, the novelty of the train set began to fade, and I set 
out to find a way to inject a little excitement into my dad’s gift. So I grabbed my 
Matchbox car case and created twenty car pile-ups on the tracks for the train to 
barrel through. Nothing excites a little boy like a little controlled carnage, and I 
was having a blast. That was until I shorted out the power pack and my dad caught 
wind of how I had treated his gift. He was rightfully hurt, and the train set was 
never repaired.  
    The problem was not in my father’s gift. The problem was in how I used it. 
Although I was too young to fully understand what I was doing, nevertheless, I 
was not content with the gift he had given and felt confined by the guidelines he 
attached to his gift. I wanted to use my train my way, and in the end, I lost it. 
    That same discontent often lurks in my heart to this day. I’m a little better at 
identifying and resisting its pull, but the tendency is still there. While the Lord has 
not only given me everything I could ever need, my contentment is inconsistent 
at best. In our more must be better society, I fall prey to the lie that the next 
purchase will make things right. Although it has proven over and over to be an 
empty lie, I have settled for the less of this world, when my Heavenly Father wants 
me to have more – so much more of Him. 
    This discontent is not simply a modern development. It is an affliction of the 
human condition. Our sinful hearts fail to find satisfaction in our all-sufficient Lord, 
but this mindset leads to all manner of negative consequences. From financial 
debt to marital discord, mishandling the gifts of God will never lead to the lasting 
happiness of man.  
    Over the next three weeks, we are going to see how Strapped we can become 
when we don’t honor God in how we use His gifts. The best place to start is not 
in our bank accounts but in our hearts. If our attitude is not one of gratitude for all 
God has given us, we will never experience financial freedom and lasting 
contentment. When our satisfaction rests on anything but Him, our lives can 
become a real train wreck.  
    Read Psalm 50:1-15 and begin to reset your attitude by saying thank you. 
Thank the Lord for the people in your life and His provision for your needs. And 
most importantly, thank Him for the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ and be 
content in His grace today.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+50%3A1-15&version=ESV


Tuesday – Decisions-Decisions 
By Amy Pilson 

”For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?” Luke 14:28 

 

There’s a show I like to have on when I’m not really watching TV but like the 

background noise; Chopped. At some point during the show each of the four 

contestants is asked what they would do with the $10,000 if they won. The 

answers range from opening a restaurant to taking trips to giving to charities. And 

like the potential show winners, many of us have dreamed of what we would do 

with the money if we were to win the lottery, knowing of course that we won’t win 

because we didn’t even buy a ticket. (But we can dream of finding the winning 

ticket somehow right?) 

How many of us would stop and really pray about what we should do with all 

that money? (Well, all the money that is left after we tithe our 10% off the top.) 

What if God asked us to give all the money away; every last penny? Would we do 

it? It could help get us out of debt. It would allow us to meet our medical needs. It 

would be very hard to do if we were able to do it at all. Since the beginning of time 

money has represented security.  

I’m reminded of the story of the talents found in Matthew 25:14-33. The story 

where the manager gives three servants different amounts of money, and upon 

his return from a trip, asks each one of them for an accounting.  I try to look at 

what God provides in terms of finances as if He is giving me the money and will 

be expecting an accounting of how I spend it. But yeah, it doesn’t always work 

really great for me. In reality, it is all His and I don’t receive anything that He 

doesn’t provide for me.  And if I did receive something that I believed was special 

from Him, I’d probably want to bury it just so I didn’t displease Him.  

The topic of good management is timely as we start a new year – and a new 

tax year. It’s a good time to take a look at the bank statement and see where the 

money is actually being spent. As Dave Ramsey talks about in Financial Peace, 

the statement tells us where our heart is by showing us where our money goes. 

Matthew 6:21 tells us, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

Is my heart in the right place?  



Wednesday – Managing the Flocks 
By George Volpe 

“As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty,  
nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God 

who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” 
1 Timothy 6:17 

 
   The world does not see any reason to include God in a discussion about 
finances. You perform work, and you get paid for the work. You earned it, and the 
typical person thinks they did it all by themself. Seems simple enough. And for 
many people, that’s the end of the story. 

Of course, hard work is a very good thing and is clearly supported by scripture. 
But we have such a knack for dismissing or minimizing the obvious. All of the 
miracles God has done in and around us from birth to this point can be so easily 
overlooked. Who gave us life? Intellect? Wisdom? Ability? Opportunity? Some 
would leave out God and say chance and hard work alone are responsible. Others 
would say God made it all possible. I’m with the latter group. 

The fact that we are able to work and exchange our resources for money is 
pretty nice, but it’s not as wonderful and amazing as the God who quietly moves 
through our lives to provide it all for us. Everything we have comes from God. 
Moses explained: “But you shall remember the Lord your God: for it is he that 
gives you power to get wealth.” (Deuteronomy 8:18a) And Paul asked: “…and 
what do you have that you didn’t receive?” (1 Corinthians 4:7b)  

All of the good things available in the world were created by God for our benefit. 
He gives to each of us according to His purpose and ultimately for His glory. God 
is not sloppy or haphazard. He is the God of order, perfect in diligence, perfect in 
planning. And no wonder He expects us to be good stewards and manage what 
He has given us so we can live honorably, fulfill His purpose in us, and provide 
blessings to others. 

The Bible gives plenty of instruction and examples of good management. “The 
ant prepares in time of plenty so that when provisions are scarce, it can draw from 
what is stored.” (Proverbs 6:6-8) “He that gathers in summer is a wise son: but he 
that sleeps in harvest is a son that causes shame.” (Proverbs 10:5) Scripture 
supports hard work and diligent planning. 

Responsible management of resources is unrelated to how much you have—
we are stewards of everything God has given us. Joseph and Mary, though poor, 
brought two turtledoves for our Lord's dedication. Moses required an atonement 
offering of every citizen without regard for ability to give. 

Proverbs 27:23 says: “Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, and look well 
to your herds.”  The principle is that God expects us to diligently manage all of the 
resources He has provided for our household.  



Thursday – A Gift from God 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 
1 Peter 4:9   

In 2013, we had a flood. In our house. A water line embedded in the concrete 
slab corroded and began to leak. It was weeks before we noticed it because the 
water trickled out of the pipe and then, had to soak through the concrete. One 
morning, we woke up to feel wet carpet under our feet. By that time, water had 
soaked through the drywall, laminate flooring and bathroom and kitchen cabinets.    

We called our insurance company and in a couple of hours, workman arrived 
to knock holes in our walls, pull up our flooring and baseboards and dismantle our 
cabinets. I can’t imagine worse damage if we had a 10-foot storm surge. I cried 
when I saw the ruin.  We couldn’t sleep for the noise of fans sending air through 
the walls and across the concrete.  It took weeks to dry everything out. 

Once the emergency team took out their equipment and the insurance company 
gave us a check, we had a decision to make. After our deductible and prorating 
the age of our home, we received only enough money to redo the kitchen. The 
floors, walls, baseboards and bathroom would have to wait. A few months later, 
Glen redid the floors, but it was not until about three months ago that he had time 
to do the baseboards. That is almost five years living in a house without 
baseboards. Living in a house with four inches of torn unpainted drywall at the 
floor.   

It would have been easy to shut down our home to guests, but Glen’s spiritual 
gift is hospitality. He loves to have friends, family and even strangers over for 
dinner. He fixes a huge pot of spaghetti sauce or cooks hamburgers on the grill, 
we pull out the leaf in our table and make some calls. Did the laughter and 
companionship stop occurring because we didn’t have baseboards? Were we 
embarrassed? Well, I was, but just the first few times. You see, we learned a long 
time ago that this house is a gift from God. It is His. And He gave it to us to use 
to encourage others, to build relationships, to create a safe place for people to be 
themselves. Our house is not about us. It is about Him. And you know what? While 
it took us a while to overlook the missing baseboards, our guests never even 
noticed. 

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11. What is the purpose for the gifts God has given us? What 
is keeping you from using them? Does it help to realize that all you have belongs 
to God? How can you use what God has given you to bless someone else today?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A7-11&version=ESV


Friday – It’s All His 
By Kel Cunard 

“For from him and through him and to him are all things.” Romans 11:36 

    As we traveled to visit our families last month, my wife and sons were subjected 
to many hours of Kel’s Christmas classics. When we are on the road, I do all the 
driving and the rest of the family rests or reads or sleeps. To stay awake and pass 
the time, I will turn on some music and sing like no one’s listening (probably 
because they are doing their best not to). Over this trip, I played every Christmas 
song you can think of. Bing Crosby and I performed an excellent rendition of 
“White Christmas,” and our “Mele Kalikimaka” was something to behold.  

    Most of the holiday classics came and went without much thought on my part, 
but one idea grabbed my attention as the miles rolled by. Among all the rum pum 
pum pums of “The Little Drummer Boy” is a concept we often struggle to grasp: “I 
have no gift to bring, that’s fit to give a king.” What in the world can we offer to the 
One who holds the whole world?  

    In this first week of our Strapped sermon series, we have confronted the idea 
that everything belongs to God, and the only appropriate response to Him is 
gratitude. All we can do is offer back all that we have.  

    As the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome, he built a case for right living 
in response to God’s overwhelming love and grace. The first eleven chapters build 
to a pivotal point and a call to action: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans 12:1) On what basis should we 
offer ourselves to the King? Why is this self-sacrifice the only reasonable 
response? Simply put, because everything, including us, is already His. Read 
Paul’s preceding arguments in Romans 11:33-36.  

    Who are we to keep what was never ours in the first place? In reference to this 
passage, pastor and author John Piper summarized the rationale for how and why 
we should respond to God with gratitude: 

1. all things are from him and through him; therefore 
2. no one can give a gift to God so as to make him a debtor; and 
3. no one can give any counsel to God about how he should do 

things; which is why 
4. his ways and judgments are unsearchable and inscrutable to our finite 

minds; so that, finally, 
5. we should give all glory to God, and be content with an utterly dependent 

Christ-exalting happiness in God. 

    What can you bring that’s fit to give a king? All He wants is you. Your purpose 
is God’s glory, and because of His grace, you can live a life a gratitude to Him. In 
response to all He is, offer Him all that you have, and let your life continually sing 
His praises.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+11%3A33-36&version=ESV


Weekend – I Need That 
By Kel Cunard 

“If we have food and clothing, 
with these we will be content.” 

1 Timothy 4:8 

    “Dad, I need that.” If I had a dollar for every time I heard this phrase, we could 
probably build two welcome centers.  

    I stopped at the pet store with our youngest the other day to get some supplies 
for our dog, and he was captivated by one of the puppies. They played with each 
other through the glass, and his little heart was captured. “Dad, we need this 
puppy.” 

    I heard the same thing while shopping at one of the local home improvement 
stores with our oldest. He has caught the woodworking bug, and now he can’t get 
enough of dimensional lumber and power tools. Around every corner, I heard the 
familiar refrain: “We need this.” To be honest, I probably said it a few times myself. 

    We talk a lot in our house about needs vs. wants. Every time one of us says 
“we need this,” we try to remind each other that need is very strong word. We 
need very few things in this life, and we want way too much. And no amount of 
too much has ever brought us lasting happiness. 

    As we continue our Strapped sermon series, read 1 Timothy 6:4-10 and join us 
this weekend as we confront the idea that happiness cannot be found in more 
stuff.  

Pray for the World: Africa 
   This massive continent occupies 20% of the world’s surface, accounts for 16% of 
the world’s population, has more than 50 independent countries, and is the world’s 
second largest and second most populous continent.  

   From 1900 to 2010, Christian numbers grew from 9.1% of the population to 48.8%, 
and from 7.5 million to 504 million. Africa's average population is the youngest among 
all the continents; the median age in 2012 was 19.7, when the worldwide median age 
was 30.4 

   Christianity has become the primary religion of almost half of Africa’s population, 
and nearly two-thirds of sub-Saharan Africa. Among the 2,500 people groups 2,110 
languages are spoken.               

(Taken from operation world.org and Wikipedia.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 82 and pray 
for the Lord to “give justice to the weak and the fatherless.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A4-10+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+82+&version=ESV


  



 


