
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – January 28, 2018 
Strapped: Cutting the Straps 

2 Corinthians 9 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What commercials do you love? Which ones do you hate? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•  Why do you think advertising is so effective?  
 
 
 
 
 
• What are advertisers trying to make you feel in order to get you to buy their 

products? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Why do we have a fear of going without? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• What is Paul’s point in verse 6? 
 

 
 
 
 

• Why would Paul use the word “all” so many times in verse 
8? 

 

• If it’s contentment we’re after and we can’t find it by getting 
more stuff, where does Paul tell us to find it in verse 7?  

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 5 
 Day 21 

Mark 15 
Ps 20 
 Day 22 

Mark 16 
Ps 21 
 Day 23 

1 Peter 1-2 
Ps 22:1–13 
 Day 24 

1 Peter 3-5 
Ps 22:14–31 
 Day 25 

Genesis 12-13 
Ps 23 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+22%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+22%3A14%E2%80%9331&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+23&version=ESV


Monday – A Mountain of More 
By Kel Cunard 

“The point is this…” 2 Corinthians 9:6 

    The year was 1979. I was six years old, and there was nothing cooler than Star 
Wars. That Christmas, I received one of my favorite presents of all time. I tore 
open the wrapping, and there it was – the Rebel Alliance’s X-Wing fighter. It was 
made by Mattel but arrived from a galaxy far, far away. I was pumped! Being a 
little, blonde, toe-headed child of the 70s, I had no greater aspiration than to be 
Luke Skywalker. 

    After the dust of Christmas morning settled and I had made several laps around 
the house shooting down Darth Vader, I asked my parents if I could go across the 
street and show my friend my new toy. I was excited to share my awesome prize 
with him, until I entered his room and saw he had not only gotten an X-Wing 
Fighter but also the Millennium Falcon AND the Death Star play set. There were 
like four Christmases worth of presents all piled in his little room. I was thrilled 
with what I had until I saw what I didn’t have. 

    It was easy to feel that way at my friend’s house. He always had every cool toy 
as soon as it came out, no matter whether it was near his birthday or Christmas. 
If they made it, he got it. The odd thing was, I never saw him play with anything 
for very long. I have no memory of him ever being a whiny brat or complaining 
about his toys, but I don’t think he had time to. When he got a shiny new toy, the 
old ones always found their way to the garage. 

    It’s been 35 years since I’ve been in his garage, but the image is still burned in 
my mind. There were no automobiles, only a small path down the middle with a 
mountain of discarded toys on either side. Stretching from floor to ceiling was the 
refuse of what he had to have but now no longer wanted. 

    Our garages and closets often look the same way. In western culture, we seem 
to live by the old adage: “The one who dies with the most toys wins.” The entire 
advertising industry is based on telling us we need what we don’t have. They often 
utilize and leverage our identity and self-worth to motivate us to buy what they are 
selling. In the process, we have become a nation of people who are all too often 
defined by what we own. So to get more, we work more until we wake up one 
morning living under a mountain of stuff that has brought us neither peace nor 
contentment. We have given our all chasing everything the world has to offer, and 
we have found it utterly wanting. Maybe we need to start chasing less. 

    This was the message the Apostle Paul delivered to the Christians in Corinth. 
Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-10. Even though his words were written 2,000 years ago, 
they hold the key to our modern afflictions. The best way to escape our Strapped 
existence is found in giving more, not getting more.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A6-10&version=ESV


Tuesday – Test Him 
By Amy Pilson 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 

if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 
for you a blessing until there is no more need.” Malachi 3:10 

Tithing isn’t always easy. I was a single mom which made things tight most of 

the time. To make matters even more complicated, for several years I got paid 

once a month! Talk about having to budget. And then of course, as we all know 

life happens and unexpected expenses arise.  

Dave Ramsey (Financial Peace) talks about some people who have this 

“financial security gland” that causes them to worry about not having enough 

money and to fear surprise expenses. I tend to have that security gland. That 

gland can often make it challenging to give cheerfully – or to even give at all. 

There is this desire to hold onto what you can so that you’ll be able to pay the bills 

and meet expenses. And to be honest, sometimes it is so you can do that little 

extra.  

Along comes the verse above from Malachi. Here God is telling us to put Him 

to the test where tithing is concerned. I struggled with it because most of us are 

familiar with scripture like Deuteronomy 6:16 that says, “You shall not put the Lord 

your God to the test….” So, which is it? And there comes this fear of what might 

happen if you actually did test Him. But during a particular time, God wanted me 

to come to know Him as Provider so He put this on my heart.  

I buckled down. As I got paid, I wrote out the tithe check and put it in the offering 

plate. I made it through the month. There were some months where I didn’t put it 

all in or didn’t tithe at all. What I discovered was that the unexpected expenses 

usually happened in those months! And I also experienced that when I did tithe 

and things got really tight, I would have unexpected money come in. Things were 

still tight, but I soon became confident that God truly meant what He said about 

testing Him in this matter.  

I even got to where I would increase the amount of my tithe – because I grew 

to love giving back to Him – because it was a reflection of my gratitude of how 

much He had blessed me. So, when the check is a bigger one to write, it just 

means that He chose to bless us more financially.  Tithing can become something 

that you do with a happy heart! Go ahead, test Him.   



Wednesday – What’s Mine is Really Yours 
By George Volpe 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

   The story is told of a stingy man who accidentally tossed a large bill into the 
collection plate thinking it was a dollar. When he saw his mistake, he asked to 
have it back. The deacon refused, so the man consoled himself by saying, “Oh 
well, I’ll get credit for it in heaven.” The deacon responded, “No, you’ll get credit 
for the dollar.” 

And that stingy seat-warmer is not the only one with issues. There have been 
so many preachers down through the years who have clamored for money in such 
a manner that they have tarnished the name of Christ and turned what should be 
a blessing into a ready excuse for selfish motives and disdain for supporting the 
church of God. 

Giving is a privilege and responsibility for those who have received from God 
the gift of eternal life. God is interested in our giving because our hearts are bound 
up with our treasure, and God wants our hearts to be devoted to Him. The fact 
that people resent giving shows the condition of their hearts. 

If I give for the wrong reasons − pride, guilt, gimmicks, greed (to get back), 
pressure, power (if I give more than usual, you should do what I want) − I sin. That 
attitude can never lead to a good result and a happy heart. A person who only 
wishes to take and never give is a lonely soul indeed. 

If I give for the right reasons, I glorify God.  He has given everything to me, and 
I should desire to please Him. (Philippians 4:18, Hebrews 13:16) I want my heart 
to be right so He can use me and the purpose of my life can be fulfilled. The heart 
that freely sacrifices self and resources gives back to God the blessings God has 
put in his hands in the first place.  

Think about it. What has God given you? Skills, talents, spouse, family, friends, 
resources, and your next breath and heartbeat. But most of all God gave you His 
Son Jesus, who offered Himself up on the cross for your sins, so that you could 
have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

Our gifts are important to God. To Cornelius, the Gentile soldier, God’s angel 
declared, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering 
before God.”  And Jesus declared “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
(Acts 20:35) Those who hold tightly to what God has given them limit His 
blessings. It is in gratefulness and sacrificial giving to the work of God that we 
prove our commitment to Him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+3%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A35&version=ESV


Thursday – Gifts Worth Sharing 
By Nick Molick 

“Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!” 
2 Corinthians 9:15 

Knowing where our gifts come from, whether they are physical, spiritual or 

otherwise, is vital to understanding our stewardship of them and how we can 

glorify God. If our pursuit of things, possessions and stuff blinds us to where 

blessings of abundance truly flow, then we will not have our hearts set on fire to 

share our abundance with others, showing the love of Jesus to our community 

and beyond.  However, if we do recognize where all good things come from, we 

are inspired to not only be overwhelmingly grateful but driven to share with others, 

helping those in need and modeling Christ to those whom have yet to know Him. 

Read 2 Corinthians 9. In this chapter, Paul lays out not only how we are to treat 

the good gifts God has blessed us with, but also why we should respond this way. 

Paul is letting both the young church in Corinth and the modern church know that 

we are to share and give to others so that we can bless them as God has blessed 

us.  In doing so we give thanks and glory to God. By behaving this way we model 

Christ to a society that is absorbed with self and rarely looks outward to lend a 

hand to those in need.  

All of this giving, sharing and serving seems to run opposite to the current social 

narrative. We live in an age of entitlement. There are groups who feel they 

deserve something or another, groups that get something because we have made 

up rules for compulsory giving through our government. If we as the Church were 

to live like 2 Corinthians 9 and put its words into action, would we need to compel 

anyone else to give? Would more needs be met? Would the world begin to take 

notice as to why we give and share? Would it start a larger conversation about 

the person of Christ and His love for the lost, the poor, the less fortunate and 

those who don’t yet know Him? This section of Paul’s letter to the church in 

Corinth is a call to action not just for the cause of the day, but also for the daily 

cause of Christ − to share His love, grace and mercy through our own gifts rather 

than sitting on our blessed assurance and acting as if we can take it with us.  

How can you put into action the guidance Paul gives in this chapter? What 

would look different in your life if you did?    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9&version=ESV


Friday – Letting Go 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Though he may stumble, he will not fall,  
for the LORD upholds him with his hand.” 

Psalm 37:24 

 

When I first got the itch to take horseback riding lessons and to then buy a 
horse, I had no experience with horses other than the occasional childhood ride.  
Then, the horses were “barn sour,” meaning that as soon as you turned their head 
toward home, they galloped that direction. Needless to say, despite my desire to 
ride, I was a little (or a lot) nervous. In the beginning, I held on for dear life clutching 
the saddle and pulling the reins in an effort to avoid falling.  I remember thinking, 
“This is supposed to be fun.” As my confidence built, I was able to relax my hands 
and legs while walking, but when trotting, I tightened up with fear.   

Horseback riding, though enjoyable in most circumstances, held an element of 
fear as I never knew when the horse might take off with me. The more I tightened 
up my body and pulled on the reins, the more nervous he grew. And the tenser I 
was, the more I was apt to fall.   

One thing that helped was learning how to fall. My first falls were the result of 
panic. I didn’t think, just jumped off the horse not looking at what was around me. 
Once, I fractured my cheek bone when I let go in time to hit a fence. All I could 
think of was getting off the horse. Then, I learned to hit the ground with my 
shoulder, rolling out from beneath the horse. Later, I could land on my feet, 
standing erect while he ran from me. Once, on a single trail ride, I fell off three 
times! Eventually, I abandoned my acrobatic skills because my horse and I were 
so experienced together that falls no longer occurred.   

With time and increased trust in my own horse, I was less fearful and more 
aware.  I could be confident and settle down to enjoy the ride. But, I never forgot 
that my tight reins and tense legs sent a signal to my horse that I was afraid and 
therefore, he should be, too.  

God has given us many gifts. I considered my horse one. But, with those gifts, 
we have to be ready to use them for His glory. Sometimes, that means letting go 
of our plans and surrendering to God’s. I will always remember, “The tighter you 
hold on, the less you enjoy the ride.” 

Read Psalm 37. List the ways that the Psalmist says God takes care of His 
children. What does it mean to “wait on the Lord”? Is there something you are 
holding onto today that you need to relinquish to Him?    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+37&version=ESV


Weekend - The Secret of Happiness 
By Kel Cunard 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you…” Matthew 5:38 

    Life in a place called the land of the free and the home of the brave should be 
pretty good, but apparently no one told us how happy we should be. In the 2017 
Harris Poll Survey of American Happiness, only 33% of surveyed Americans said 
they were happy.  

    When individuals are asked to cite the reasons for their discontent, many point 
to stress and unfulfilled expectations. But in the midst of all the hustle and bustle, 
there is one factor that seems to seriously sap our happiness. Unresolved 
relationship issues and our tendency to keep score robs us of joy and saddles us 
with the baggage of bitterness. In our sullen state, one of our first instincts is to 
get even.  

    While our desire for payback is natural, this instinct is far from helpful. Read 
Matthew 5:38-48 and join us this weekend for the start of our Secret of Happiness 
sermon series as we discover why bitterness always steals our happiness.   

Pray for the World: Asia 
   Asia occupies 23.5% of the world’s surface area. Of the 4,860 people groups, 2,322 

languages are spoken. 8.83% of Asia is Christian and 26.5% is Muslim. 

Lands previously cut off from overt Christian ministry are now home to dynamic, growing 
churches and unprecedented numbers of believers. This started with China in earlier 
decades, then moved to the former Soviet countries in Central Asia, the Caucasus 
Republics and Mongolia in the 1990s, and most recently in a number of Southeast Asian 
countries.  

Even in the heart of the Muslim world, thriving ministry to Christian populations (and 
other expatriate, non-Muslim peoples) is happening. Only in Saudi Arabia and Maldives 
are there no public-meeting Christian congregations; even in these countries there are 
numbers of believers meeting together privately or in secret. 

(Taken from operation world.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 84 and 
consider all the ways a day in the presence of the Lord “is better than a thousand 
elsewhere.” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A38-48+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+84&version=ESV


  



 


