
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – March 4, 2018 
Guest Speaker – Dale Schlafer 

Marks of Being a Friend of Jesus 
John 15:14-15 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are some characteristics of friendship? 

• How are friendships developed? 

• Is developing a friendship with Jesus any different than with a person here in 
Palmetto? 

• What do you make of the statement: “Friendship with Jesus is more than a 
doctrine to be believed but a life to be experienced?” 

• What do the following verses have to say about the 
concept of friendship with Jesus?  Psalm 27:8; John 
16:13-14; Philippians 3:10; Revelation 3:20 

• How would you describe intimacy (close familiarity or 
friendship) and what does that look like for a follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ?

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 10 
 Day 46 

Luke 9:1-43 
Ps 38:9–22 
 Day 47 

Luke 9:44-10:20 
Ps 39 
 Day 48 

Luke 10:21-11:26 
Ps 40 
 Day 49 

Luke 11:27-12:7 
Ps 41 
 Day 50 

Genesis 27-28 
Ps 42–43 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A13-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A13-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+3%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A1-43&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+38%3A9%E2%80%9322&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A44-10%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+39&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A21-11%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+40&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A27-12%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+41&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27-28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+42%E2%80%9343&version=ESV


Monday – Exiled from the Presence 
By Kel Cunard 

“The Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to  
work the ground from which he was taken.” Genesis 3:23 

    Today's headlines can give you a headache. From a mad man in North Korea 
to mass murder in our schools, it is difficult to make it through one newscast. And 
while the world spirals out of control, the folks in Washington seem more focused 
on beating their opponents than bettering the lives of their constituents. The world 
is broken, and we would know it even without the headlines. There is a spot deep 
in our hearts that knows the world is not quite right. 

    There was a time when the headlines were simple and safe. Adam and Eve 
lived in the perfection of the Garden of Eden God had made for them. Their work 
was fruitful and their lives were free of sin. They walked with God in the cool of 
the evening and all was right with the world. Read Genesis 3:8-24. 

    When Adam and Eve rebelled against God, their world was sent into a tailspin. 
Their bodies began to die that day and their relationships, with each other and 
with God, would never be the same. Even the ground was cursed by their sin. 
They were exiled from the Garden and from the closeness of God's presence that 
a sinless life allowed. As a result of sin, their world and ours would never be the 
same.  

    Somehow we know we were made for a different world. Somewhere in our 
hearts we remember what it was like in the Garden. We weren't there, but the 
Lord has wired us with a reminder – a God-shaped void that nothing else can fill. 
We know something is missing, but in our sin-stained state we're looking for 
answers in all the wrong places. 

    In his book The Explicit Gospel pastor and author Matt Chandler describes our 
search this way:  

    We are exiled from the garden into a wasteland, and we keep thinking we can 
make this wasteland into the garden. But that doesn’t work and never will. What 
has been lost is too great for us to recover on our own; the chasm is too wide for 
our feeble efforts to bridge… We have a [God]-shaped hole in our hearts, and no 
matter how much we throw in there, and no matter how long we try filling it, nothing 
will satisfy but [God]. Everybody knows something’s broken in the world. But 
illogically, foolishly, we are looking for fixes from broken people with broken ideas 
in broken places. 

    What we lost in the exile is what we long for today – the presence of God. This 
week we are going to unpack the ways the Lord has made His presence known 
and the ways we can encounter Him today. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A8-24&version=ESV


Tuesday – Proper Positioning 
By Keith Thomas 

"If anyone serves me, he must follow me…” John 12:26 

One morning, while sitting on the beach with my wife, something caught my eye 
that seemed a bit odd. In the condominium closest to our sandy outpost, sat a 
man inside his gulf-side balcony. It’s not uncommon to see people on their 
balconies, but the way this man positioned himself on the balcony made me take 
notice. With such a beautiful view of the Gulf of Mexico, why had he deliberately 
turned his chair away from the crystal blue waters in favor of a view of his sliding 
glass doors? It seemed strange to own a condo smack dab on the beautiful 
beaches of Anna Maria Island only to turn your back to it. There must be a reason. 

While proudly polishing my observation badge, I quickly realized that I was 
guilty of the same peculiar positioning as the man on the balcony. I too, was facing 
away from the shoreline with my back to the gulf. My purpose in my positioning 
was not to survey carefully engineered concrete, but rather to gain symmetrical 
roasting exposure to the sun. 

An hour passed, and it was time to reposition our chairs. With a quarter turn 
and a new viewpoint, I noticed something altogether different. Now I saw the other 
beachgoers, and the ways they positioned their chairs based on their different 
purposes. Some wanted the benefits of the sun exposure just like us. Others 
wanted to enjoy the beach but were hiding from the sun, hoping their wide-
brimmed hats would shade them from the rays. A father and son launched three 
different kites, with their backs to the wind their eyes were fixed upward on the 
soaring kites. The men fishing the shoreline gazed intently at their lines, and 
friends created a circle with their chairs to engage in better conversations. Even 
beach umbrellas were positioned for maximum wind resistance. (Better a "rocket" 
umbrella with aerodynamic features that cuts through the wind than a "parachute" 
umbrella that requires Olympic decathlon skills of sprinting, hurdling sunbathers, 
and managing the javelin-like umbrella pole. 

The greatest positioning of all time was Jesus coming to Earth. I guess it's more 
accurate to say He re-positioned Himself from His throne in Heaven to a manger 
on Earth. Jesus didn't position Himself so He could get a better view; He was 
already omnipresent. He placed Himself in a position for us to notice Him. Jesus 
positioned Himself to capture our attention so we might see His servanthood, His 
power, His obedience, and His love for us. He positioned Himself on a cross to 
be the redemption for us all. Jesus arose from the grave on the third day to be our 
Victor, and He ascended into Heaven to position Himself at the right hand of God.  

Our challenge in life is to turn our backs to the things of this world that take us 
away from our higher purpose of serving, obeying and loving God. When we 
position our attention on our Lord and King, Jesus, we see more clearly the 
mission set before us.  

Our position is with our Master. Read John 12 and see how and to whom Jesus 
positions Himself.  

 
FYI: The man on the balcony was supervising new tile being laid in his living 

room. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12+&version=ESV


Wednesday – Question with Boldness 
By Nick Molick? 

“Who among the gods is like you O Lord? Who is like you –majestic 
in holiness, awesome in glory working wonders?” Exodus 15:11 

We give ourselves too much credit. More specifically I give myself too much 
credit. I think I’m responsible for my successes (as limited as they may be) and I 
know I’m definitely responsible for my failures. So when life presents valley 
moments to me, I know in my heart and mind that I have somehow manipulated 
the cosmos and will of God to put myself in this situation. How biblical is this train 
of thought? Not biblical at all but knowing that doesn’t mean that I will not have a 
reoccurrence of this thought several times by the end of the day. 

So what do I need to do, what do we need to do, with this type of reaction when 
life presses in on us? We need to remember that we are not the center of it all 
and that even though we may be walking in obedience bad things can still happen. 
This really shouldn’t be a surprise to us, the lessons and history contained in the 
Bible show people who were walking in great obedience and life’s deepest valleys 
still visited them. Look at Job or Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, these men were 
steadfastly clinging to God while the circumstances in their lives would have 
shaken or destroyed other men’s faith. These and many other examples are what 
we need to keep in our minds when we find ourselves in the valley.  

There are many valleys in life, some self-imposed, some the result of 
circumstances and others just happen. Some clarifying questions from the book 
“10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe” by Larry Osborne help. These 
questions help us focus on how we should respond when we are in the valley of 
life:  

1. Why am I here?  

2. How should I respond?  

3. What can I learn?  

By asking ourselves these questions we are able to rightly think about our role 
in the valleys of our lives. Is it the result of choices we made or were we walking 
in God’s will and it still happened? Either way the next two points should aid us in 
our response.  

1. No matter the valley, God wants us to keep our eyes on Him and know 
that He is in control.  

2. When valleys happen, we need to keep in mind those three questions 
and that our God wants to be glorified in all circumstances of our lives.  

Let’s not forget our God in the valley, quite the opposite, let us praise Him and 
thank Him for His love, mercy and offer of salvation. 

How have valleys in your life affected your relationship with God? When 
struggles come again how can the three clarifying questions help you?  



Thursday – That One Special Voice 
By George Volpe 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  
John 20:15 

    There have been numerous times when Jean and I are in a grocery store or in 
a crowded place and in spite of the chaos, all she has to do is say my name, even 
from a distance, and I know it’s her. I can’t hear very well any more, but her voice 
is programmed deep within me. I’m always listening for her voice. 

    Mary of Magdala lived a life full of darkness before she met Christ. She was 
possessed by seven demons (Mark 16:9). Her life was going nowhere. No joy, no 
love, no light, no hope. Demons were using her and would eventually destroy her. 
Then she met Jesus. He freed her of the demons and gave her life again. Trying 
to understand Mary’s unshakeable love for Jesus is like trying to understand a 
child’s love for her mother.   

    The events of the crucifixion were devastating to Mary. All of her new life was 
wrapped up in Jesus. We do not find Mary at home cooking breakfast the morning 
Jesus arose. We don’t find her getting a few extra minutes of “beauty” sleep. We 
find her alone, at the tomb of Jesus. She is a mess. She’s dirty, she’s disheveled, 
her face is soaked with tears. But only one thing matters to Mary. Where is Jesus?   

    Mary saw Jesus die. She doesn’t think she is going to see Him alive. Just the 
thought of His dead body being nearby is the greatest of comfort to her. The stone 
is rolled away, and the tomb is empty. 

    Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?” 
She, supposing him to be the gardener, said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to 
her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him, “Rabboni!” which is to say, “Teacher!” 
(John 20:15-16) 

    “Mary.”  That’s all Jesus had to say. And He was there just for her. 

    Someday Jesus will call out your name just like Mary. When you hear His 
voice, it will not be like any voice you have ever heard before. There have been 
days when you didn’t think God was listening, or you just could not hear His 
whisper in your soul, and maybe your heart was breaking. But He was there for 
you all the time. All you had to do was turn toward Him and listen for His word to 
speak gently to your heart. He was not hiding. We’re just so used to all the voices 
coming at us, that we have a hard time hearing that one special voice that matters 
most.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A15-16&version=ESV


Friday – The Garden Again 
By Kel Cunard 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth…” Revelation 21:1 

    "And they lived happily ever after." From classic children's books to epic 
adventure movies, we love happy endings. Most stories are built on conflict and 
tension, but our favorite classics culminate in hope and restoration. We long for 
all things to be made right.  

    The story of mankind was once the picture of perfection. Sadly, we couldn't 
even finish the first act before our tale went off the rails. For thousands of years 
God's redemption story of rebellious people went from bad to worse. The 
Israelites didn’t believe the same God who had parted a sea could deliver the land 
He had promised. God's people rejected His ways and were thrown into captivity. 
The Jews heard the voice of the Son of God and saw Him raise the dead and give 
sight to the blind, and yet they killed Him. Not much happily ever after there.  

    But God's story of redemption wasn't done. Jesus didn't stay dead. He rose 
again and returned to Heaven to prepare a place for us. (John 14:2-3) His 
followers expected Him to return right away. They wrote expectantly about His 
imminent return, but two thousand years have come and gone, and the happy 
ending we long for has not come to pass. Though we have hope in Christ, our 
world is more broken than it has ever been and we still long to be in the Garden 
again. We want the presence of God like it used to be; like we believe it was 
supposed to be. 

    To ease our longing for happily ever after God gives us a glimpse at the way 
His story ends. Read Revelation 21:1-8. Could there be a happier ending than 
what is recorded in verses 3-4? "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. 
He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” Our happily ever after is coming, and 
everything will be like the Garden again.  

    However, the passage does not end on a happy note (v. 8). The ever after we 
desire is only accessible through Jesus Christ. Unless you surrender your life to 
Him and trust in His death and resurrection for your salvation, you will be 
subjected to "the second death." No one has to experience this. The happily ever 
after of eternal life with Jesus is ready and waiting for you. Is Christ calling you to 
Him today? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-8&version=ESV


Weekend – Green Moments 
By Kel Cunard 

“Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” Luke 22:48 

    Have you ever been green with envy? You had your eye on that special 
someone all the way through middle school, but your best friend asked her out 
first. You toiled to close a deal at work, only to have your supervisor swoop in and 
take the credit. Your life has taken a turn for the worse even though you try your 
best to live for Christ, and you see your neighbors who have no regard for God or 
His word float through life seemingly without a care in the world. Have you ever 
just stopped and thought, “That should have been me”?  

    Interestingly, we only ask that question when we have missed out on something 
good. We didn’t necessarily feel that way when our little brother took the blame 
for something we did. We don’t feel that way when the highway patrolman pulls 
over the guy in the next car even though we were driving the same speed. And 
most of us don’t look at the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and instantly realize 
“That should have been me.” 
    Over the next few weeks, we are going to look at the closing days of Christ’s 
earthly ministry and confront the idea that He paid the price Instead of Me. Read 
Luke 22:3-5, 47-53 and join us this weekend as consider how Jesus was betrayed 
for our benefit.  

Pray for the World: Barbados 
Since settlement in 1627, Barbados has been Christian. Of its 256,000 inhabitants, 

95% profess to be Christian. Despite this overwhelming profession, real commitment 
to the lordship of Jesus is the exception rather than the rule. Materialism, spreading 
theological liberalism, decreasing church attendance, increased violence and crime 
are all symptoms of spiritual decline. Pray for the Spirit’s renewal and for the Church 
in Barbados to reawaken. 

The legacy of slavery must be completely routed. A ceremony initiated by 
Christians was conducted in 1998 to great effect. The following year there was a 
national act of repentance during the anniversary of independence celebrations. This 
island, with the oldest Anglican theological college in the Western Hemisphere, also 
saw Anglican parishes endorse and prosper from slavery. This, also, has seen an act 
of public repentance. Pray that, through these acts and the extension of forgiveness, 
any remaining scars might be removed forever.                         (www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 89 and take 
a moment “to sing of the steadfast love of the Lord.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A3-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A47-53&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+89&version=ESV


  



 


