
 
  



  



  



 
  



 
 
  



 
  



Sermon Notes – April 1, 2018 
Easter Sunday 

John 11 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are reasons why we like watching other people fall? 

• In the story of Lazarus, his sisters call Jesus to come and heal him. Why do you 
think John states twice that Jesus loved them? 

• Sometimes we say if God is all loving He would stop something bad from 
happening. How does Jesus’ love for Lazarus and his sisters challenge our idea 
that God is supposed to only allow good to happen to us? 

• What do both Mary and Martha say to Jesus when He arrives? Why do they 
say this? 

• How long was Lazarus dead before Jesus raised him? 
Why did that matter? 

• Jesus states that He is the “resurrection and life.” How 
is that statement significant in your life? What does God 
want to resurrect in you that has been dead? 

 

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 14 
 Day 66 

Luke 23:1-43 
Ps 56 
 Day 67 

Luke 23:44-24:12 
Ps 57 
 Day 68 

Luke 24:13-53 
Ps 58 
 Day 69 

Acts 1:1-2:13 
Ps 59 
 Day 70 

Genesis 42-44 
Ps 60 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A1-43&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A1-43&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+56&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A44-24%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+57&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-53&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+58&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-2%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+59&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+42-44&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+60&version=ESV


Monday – New Life 
By Kel Cunard 

“Lazarus, come out.” John 11:43 

    Death is a certainty of life. The loss of a loved one has touched us all, but some 
lives are concluded while others end in celebration. What is the difference 
between a funeral service and celebration of life service? The former is governed 
by finality, while the latter is filled with hope. And a story about a man named 
Lazarus reveals one of the reasons for the hope that we have. Read John 11.  
    Lazarus and his sisters were close friends of Jesus, and He had stayed in their 
home in Bethany many times. When Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus that 
their brother Lazarus was deathly ill, they expected Him to come at once. But 
Jesus didn’t move for two days telling His disciples “This illness does not lead to 
death. It is for the glory of God…”  
    When Jesus finally came to His friends, Lazarus had been buried for four days. 
Martha hurried out to meet Him saying “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you.” In her words were a thinly veiled indictment of Christ’s delay, but 
also a staggering declaration of her confidence in His power. Even though death 
seemed to have won, Martha was certain that death answered to Jesus.  
    When Mary joined her sister, Jesus saw their grieving and John records that 
He was “deeply moved” and “greatly troubled.” And in the shortest verse in the 
Bible, we see the heart of our Savior for the pain of those He loves. “Jesus wept.” 
(John 11:35) Why was the Son of God moved by an all too typical scene? 
    Jesus existed before the world was made. He witnessed the idyllic life in the 
Garden of Eden before sin and death brought hopelessness and sorrow. In this 
account, we see Jesus angered by death, agitated by the sorrow it caused, and 
moved to the point of tears for the pain it caused in the lives of those He loved. 
And to reveal the glory of God, He came to the tomb and told those who were 
there to “take away the stone” that was covering the entrance.  
    Jesus then cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” His words echoed 
through the tomb as they reverberated through the hearts and minds of the crowd. 
How could a man who has been dead for four days ever come back to life? What 
kind of man stares death down? But in spite of all their questions, the unthinkable 
happened. Lazarus walked out of the tomb. A dead man had risen, death had 
answered to Jesus, and the grave had lost! 
    If even death does not have the final say in the life of a Christ-follower, what 
could Jesus do to bring hope for your crumbling marriage? What could He do if 
your rebellious children surrendered their lives to Him? What would happen if your 
finances stopped controlling you and you let the Lord govern your money? What 
would happen if you truly believed the most hopeless situations in your life were 
not over yet? In the story of Lazarus and the celebration of Easter, you can live 
with confidence that God can give you new life one day, today and every day.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11&version=ESV


Tuesday – What Is Your Story? 
By Cathy Slusser 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
John 11:44b 

I confess that I often read the last chapter of a book first. Why? I don’t want to 
invest the time into a book that does not end well. I don’t ask for a neatly tied up 
ending where all the characters live happily ever after. I accept that this world 
brings tragedy and unexpected heartache. I am okay when people don’t get what 
they want all the time. (Unless it is me or one of my beloveds!) But, I want a book 
that has some hope in it. A book where the light shines through even if it is the 
last sentence on the last page. 

Also, I am a compulsive reader. If I must stop reading a book because real life 
gets in the way, I NEED to know what happens in the end. Otherwise, I might as 
well keep reading because nothing I do will turn out right until I finish the book. I 
rush through things, miss steps, and fail to read all the directions. My mind is still 
with the characters. How will they survive and triumph? Will love win? 

I am a Paul Harvey kind of girl. String me along, but make sure I hear the rest 
of the story. And it better be good. The story of Lazarus ends well, after all, the 
guy is raised from the dead! But, I want to know more. What happens after the 
grave clothes were removed? Did Mary fall on him and start weeping while Martha 
said, “Phew!  You stink! Go take a bath and then, we’ll hug?” Did the neighbors 
think he was a freak? Being dead and then, alive might be off putting at parties. 
Or did he get tired of people asking him what Heaven was like? Was he upset 
with Jesus for bringing him back to life instead of letting him stay with God? Or 
did he tell everyone he met about the miracle and how good it felt to be alive 
again? I want to know the rest of the story. 

Sometimes, we make giving a testimony of what God has done in our life very 
solemn and rigid. Follow a formula. Use a method. Be sincere. Our testimony is 
simply the story of what God has done and is doing. What’s happened to change 
us? Imagine getting to hear Lazarus’ story first hand. It must have been a doozy!   

Read John 11:1-44. Do you find it unusual that verses 5-6 start with the 
statement that Jesus loved Lazarus, but ends with Jesus waiting to go to 
Bethany? How does Jesus explain the delay in verses 14-15? Think about the 
statement in verse 37. Have you ever wondered why God helped someone else, 
but not you? We all have a testimony. Some are of healing and hope while others 
are of suffering and endurance. Both can be used for God’s glory. What is your 
story? Are you telling it? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-44&version=ESV


Wednesday – Your Lazarus Moment 
By Kel Cunard 

“And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” 
Matthew 10:38  

    As Jesus assembled His rag-tag band of disciples, the Son of God invited 
unlikely people into His work. Fishermen, tax collectors and revolutionaries were 
called out of obscurity and dropped right into the heart of God's redemptive plan.  

    Jesus still invites the unlikely to surrender their lives and enter a saving 
relationship with Him. In his book Follow Me: A Call to Die, A Call to Live, pastor 
and author David Platt warns the Church of the danger of proclaiming Christ's 
invitation without His demand for exclusivity and sacrifice.  

    With good intentions and sincere desires to reach as many people as 
possible for Jesus, we have subtly and deceptively minimized the 
magnitude of what it means to follow him. We’ve replaced challenging 
words from Christ with trite phrases in the church. We’ve taken the lifeblood 
out of Christianity and put Kool-Aid in its place so that it tastes better to the 
crowds, and the consequences are catastrophic. Multitudes of men and 
women at this moment think that they are saved from their sins when they 
are not. Scores of people around the world culturally think that they are 
Christians when biblically they are not. 

    In the account of Lazarus walking out of the tomb, we witness the power of 
Christ at work in the lives of ordinary, everyday, unlikely people. In the light of 
such an amazing miracle, who wouldn’t want that same power at their disposal? 
However, many of us want our Lazarus moment without any surrender or 
sacrifice. We want Jesus to follow us so He can come through in a crisis, but He 
invites us to give up everything and follow Him.  

    Jesus never told someone to follow Him without also telling them to forsake 
everything else. Read the following passages and make note of the cost of 
following Him: 

• Matthew 4:18-22 –  

• Matthew 8:18-22 –  

• Matthew 10:37-39 –  

• Matthew 16:24-26 – 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A18-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+8%3A18-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A37-39&version=ESV
16:24-26


Thursday – Lazarus Raised 
By George Volpe. 

”Do you believe this?”  
John 11:26 

Death is a formidable foe. It touches us so deeply that it is impossible to ignore 
the power and finality of it. We wake up day after day with our loved ones nearby, 
and it seems like this will continue indefinitely. But our appointment with death is 
real. Only a person who truly trusts the word of God is able to rest in faith knowing 
that death is only a momentary release from earthly life, and a gateway into life 
eternal. 

The grief of Martha, Mary, and their friends was intense and heart-wrenching. 
But Jesus had a message for the world that day. Lazarus’s death was planned by 
God for His glory. God would use Lazarus to once again demonstrate His deity. 

Our initial reaction to pain is to ask God to reverse it. It is so hard to be sensitive 
to the will of God when pain grabs us by the throat. It is clear that Jesus loved 
these people a great deal when He wept with them. Martha believed God could 
have saved her brother, if He would have come earlier. Mary had previously 
anointed the feet of Jesus with her hair and tears, and now in her pain she reached 
out to Jesus.  

Lazarus was dead. Jesus could have come while Lazarus was still alive but He 
did not. And Jesus not only felt their grief, He grieved with them. After all, God is 
the One who created us with feelings, but Jesus knew what He was going to do. 
Still, scripture says, “Jesus wept.” 

Was Jesus simply grieving with them? Maybe. But besides weeping, there are 
two words at the end of John 11:33 that describe His response: “He was deeply 
moved in His spirit and greatly troubled.” 

These are not words of compassion but of gentle rebuke. Jesus was shaken, 
disturbed. He said that Lazarus’s death was not final, but for the glory of God. He 
said He is the resurrection and the life. He said He was going to “awake him out 
of sleep” (John 11:11). He waited purposely until it was clear Lazarus was dead. 
His close friends trusted Him, but when they suffered the grief of death their hearts 
were overcome. It was an uphill challenge even for those close to Jesus to accept 
His perfect will, done in His way, in His timing. 

Jesus could have prevented Lazarus from dying without being there. But that 
was not God’s plan for Lazarus or his sisters. We are all here for God’s glory. That 
is the true priority of life. Even in our confusion and weakness, God can and does 
still bless and use us for His glory.  



Friday – Not Without Appeal 
By Kel Cunard 

“Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live…” 
John 11:35 

    The late author and debater Christopher Hitchens was an outspoken atheist. 
For several years, Hitchens’ publicist asked Christian author Larry Taunton to 
arrange a series of debates with prominent Christian thinkers. Over the next few 
years, Hitchens and Taunton developed a close and unlikely friendship. Hitchens 
was a guest in Taunton’s home and they even took two long road trips together. 
In describing a poignant moment on one of those trips, Taunton writes: 

   My mind goes back to the Shenandoah. The skies are clear, the autumn 
leaves are translucent in the early afternoon sun, and the road ahead of us 
is open … In a strong, clear voice, Christopher is reading from the eleventh 
chapter of the Gospel of John. Reaching the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth 
verses, his face lights up with recognition. 

   “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’” (John 11:25–26) 

   He stops. "I know this one too," he says. "I did not recall its connection 
with the resurrection of Lazarus." 

   "It's a great verse," I add, sensing we have reached a defining moment. 
"Yes, Dickens thought so," Christopher says, and then, taking his reading 
glasses off, he turns to me and asks: "Do you believest thou this, Larry 
Taunton?" His sarcasm is evident, but it lacks its customary force. 

   "I do. But you already knew that I did. The question is, do you believest 
thou this, Christopher Hitchens?" As if searching for a clever riposte, he 
hesitates and speaks with unexpected transparency: "I'll admit that it is not 
without appeal to a dying man." 

    The truth is every person reading these words is dying. Some are closer than 
others and some may live to see Christ return, but our slow march toward death 
starts the moment our lives begin. All our days are numbered, but the promise of 
death failing to have the final say is not without appeal to dying men.  

    Because of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and His victory over death at the 
empty tomb, those who believe in Him shall never die. While our bodies will fail 
and the shadow of death will pass over us, we can live forever with the One who 
was and is “the resurrection and the life.”  

    However, for those who have not surrendered their lives to Jesus, death is 
undefeated, and life is too short and hell is too real to face death alone. Do you 
believe Jesus is the way, the truth and the life? As a dying man or woman, have 
you placed your hope in His appeal?   



Weekend – Unlikely People 
By Kel Cunard 

“David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah…” Matthew 1:6 

    History’s most prominent figures are remembered for the great things they did, 
but even the greats had their worst moments.  
• Walt Disney was fired by his editor at the Kansas City Star who said he “lacked 

imagination and had no good ideas.” In spite of this setback, the entertainment 
empire he founded has impacted every area of popular culture. 

• Vincent Van Gogh only sold one painting in his life, The Red Vineyard, and 
that sale was just months before he died. His works are now seen as priceless 
masterpieces. 

• Thomas Edison was told by his teachers he was “too stupid to learn anything,” 
and he failed more than 1,000 times before he invented a working 
incandescent light bulb. 

• Abraham Lincoln was born into poverty, received virtually no formal education, 
lost his mother at a young age, failed in business ventures, was unlucky in 
love, and was defeated in several elections before he became President and 
saved the Union.  

    If history has been made by unlikely people, is there a small chance we could 
leave our mark as well? More importantly, if failure has not disqualified history’s 
great figures, could the Lord use people like us to tell His story? Read Matthew 1. 
We don't usually slow down long enough to read genealogies, but join us this 
weekend as we find hope in the unlikely names listed in the lineage of Jesus. 
  

Pray for the World:  Central African Republic 
This landlocked state in Africa’s geographical center has a population of 4.5 million. Of 

the 88 people groups, 76% profess to be Christian and another 32% are Evangelical. 
Mission agencies play an important role in education, health and work with children at 

risk as well as in planting churches.  
Pray for: a) Mission vision and interest in unevangelized peoples are growing in CAR 

and spreading to neighboring countries. b) Church planting movements. A stronger 
emphasis on training indigenous church planters now bears great fruit. Pray for greater 
involvement by denominational leaders. c) Christian Radio. With several new Christian 
radio stations, the Gospel is going out to potentially millions every week.                                          

(www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 93 and rest 
in the confidence that “the Lord on high is mighty.”  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+93&version=ESV


  



 


