
 
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 8, 2018 
Skeletons in the Closet 

Matthew 1 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What leads us to believe that we can cross a line with God where He chooses 

not to use us? 

• Review Tamar’s story in Genesis 38. What is most shocking about that story? 
What did God end up doing in history with this mess? 

• Review Rahab’s story in Joshua 2 and 6:22-24. What stands out in her story? 
What did God do for her? 

• Review Ruth’s story in the book by her name. How were her circumstances 
different from the other ladies mentioned? What did God do for her? 

• Review Bathsheba’s story in 2 Samuel 11. Why 
doesn’t Matthew refer to her by her name? What did 
God do through her? 

• God worked in and through these women in spite of 
their decisions and circumstances. What might God be 
calling you to do in spite of your past decisions and 
current circumstances? 

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 15 
 Day 71 

Acts 2:14-47 
Ps 61 
 Day 72 

Acts 3:1-4:22 
Ps 62 
Day 73 

Acts 4:23-5:16 
Ps 63 
 Day 74 

Acts 5:17-6:15 
Ps 64 
 Day 75 

Genesis 45:1-46:7 
Ps 65 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+6%3A22-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=ruth&qs_version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A14-47&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+61&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3%3A1-4%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+62&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A23-5%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+63&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A17-6%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+64&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+45%3A1-46%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+65&version=ESV


Monday – A Notorious Past 
By Kel Cunard 

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ…” Matthew 1:1 

    If I was tasked with writing the story of Jesus Christ, I wouldn’t start with the 
most boring part, but that’s exactly what Matthew did. The first verses of the entire 
New Testament contain a family tree. To the modern reader this is about as 
exciting as watching a slideshow of your Aunt Edna’s vacation to Weeki Wachee, 
but to Matthew’s ancient readers, these verses were a convincing and captivating 
introduction. (Read Matthew 1:1-16) 
    For a first century Jew, your lineage was your identity. Documenting your 
familial linkage to your forefather Abraham was everything and without it, you 
were nothing. You were a gentile which meant, to their culture, that you were less 
than nothing. The book of Matthew was written to Jews by a Jew, and its goal was 
to prove that Jesus was the King of the Jews – the fulfilment of God’s covenants 
with Father Abraham and King David. In that sense, Matthew introduced his book 
with his conclusion: Jesus was a Jew through Abraham and a King through David.  
    Before introducing Mary and Joseph, Matthew traced the records of fathers and 
sons. Abraham to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob, Jacob to Judah, and so on. His 
genealogy was patrilineal plus four. Tucked into these entries are the names of 
four women who are unique in their unlikeliness. They each had a notorious past 
that made their inclusion in the genealogy of Jesus improbable and inspiring. 
• Tamar – With a story more fitting for Jerry Springer than the Holy Bible, 

Tamar’s messed up tale involves a dead husband, a prostitute’s uniform, and 
a baby by her father-in-law. (See Genesis 38) In spite of all this dysfunction 
and deception, that child was part of the lineage of Christ.  

• Rahab – If you were auditioning for a role in God’s story, people like Rahab 
need not apply. (See Joshua 2 and 6:17-25) She was a gentile, a Canaanite 
and a prostitute. Kings don’t come from people like her, but Jesus did.  

• Ruth – Ruth was a foreigner, a Gentile, a Moabite. Her ancestors were the 
product of the incest between Lot and his oldest daughter after the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Ruth’s people were pagans who offered human 
sacrifices to their many gods. Nevertheless, by our Lord’s providence, she 
became part of His perfect plan. (See the book of Ruth) 

• Bathsheba – Matthew’s inclusion of Bathsheba, “the wife of Uriah,” was a 
reminder of the worst mistake of the Jew’s greatest hero. King David had 
slept with the wife of one of his greatest warriors, and when Bathsheba 
became pregnant, David had Uriah killed to cover his crime. And still, the child 
from their eventual marriage is an ancestor of the King of Kings.  

    These improbable entries on the family tree of Jesus Christ give hope to all of 
us. If a notorious past didn’t disqualify these people from being integral parts in 
God’s redemptive plan, then there is nothing in our pasts that can keep Him from 
using us in the future. If Jesus is alive in you, God can do a work in you and 
through you no matter what. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+2&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=Ruth&qs_version=ESV


Tuesday – Once a Tax Collector 
Now a Disciple 

By Jim Pike 
“Follow Me Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed Him.” 

Mark 2:14 

It is that time of the year. Tax day. April 15 is just around the corner. Jews were 
forced to pay taxes to Rome. Rome had a franchise system for collecting taxes 
from foreign subjects and there were three kinds of tax collectors. The gabbai 
collected taxes on land, property and income. The mokhes collected taxes on just 
about everything else. The "great mokhes" had the contract with Rome. The little 
mokhes did the dirty work and actually collected the taxes. Rome required a fixed 
amount and anything collected above that could be kept by the tax collector. That 
led to all kinds of abuses. 

Meet a Jew named Levi. He collected taxes as a little mokhe. Levi was 
considered by his people as a traitor, an extortioner, a greedy, unclean, abusive, 
outcast sinner. That was the best thing they could say about him. Tax collectors 
could not testify in a court, were barred from the synagogue, and were lumped in 
the same category with murderers and robbers.  

Both Levi and Jesus were well known in Capernaum, Levi as a tax collector, 
Jesus as a rabbi and a miracle worker. Levi was hated. Jesus was loved. People 
flocked to Jesus. They tried to avoid Levi. Levi had certainly heard of Jesus. Being 
a public official, he had probably met Jesus as he carried out his duties. One 
wonders if Jesus had not engaged him in conversation.   

Capernaum was a fishing village on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. One day 
Jesus was down by the sea and a large crowd of people gathered around Him. 
He began to teach them. Mark tells us that Levi was there at his tax collector's 
booth. It is likely that he heard Jesus' sermon. The Bible says as Jesus walked by 
He saw him. He did not avoid him. He invited him to become one of His followers. 
Unbelievable! What respectable teacher would want anything to do with a 
despised tax collector, let alone have him become one of His intimate followers? 
Only Jesus would. Jesus knew something about Levi that no one else knew. 
There was an emptiness, a longing in his heart that his position, power and 
possessions could not fill. Jesus invited him to leave all of that behind and come 
follow Him. The Bible says that Levi got up and followed Jesus. He left it all behind. 
He walked away from his past and into a new life with Jesus. From this point on 
Levi is no longer known as Levi the tax collector, but as Matthew the disciple of 
Jesus and the writer of the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus not only changed his name, 
He changed his life. 



Wednesday – A Memory with a Message 
By George Volpe 

“‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after 
my heart, who will do all my will.” Acts 13:22 

David is called “a man after God’s own heart.” But scripture does not spin the 
truth. It records some of David’s darkest moments. We read how David sinned 
with Bathsheba. Then he lied, and also had her husband Uriah killed. Somehow 
none of this bothered him enough to admit what he had done. It seems that he 
reached a place where he felt as if he “deserved” what he had stolen − Uriah’s 
wife and Uriah’s life. At this point David had become insensitive to God’s spirit, 
his conscience unable to bring him back to the truth of what was right. 

Then God sent Nathan to David with the unvarnished truth − which can very 
often seem like a spiritual baseball bat. And as David’s conscience awakened, he 
admitted his guilt, truly repented, and was completely forgiven. 

When we read Psalm 51, David lays open the feelings of his heart. He asks 
God to “blot out,” or erase, his sin. And we know God does that for every repentant 
and contrite heart. God cast his sin behind His back, as far as the east is from the 
west, never to be brought up by God again.  

But David reveals that he is haunted by this skeleton in his closet. He says, “For 
I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.” So is David 
really forgiven? Yes. Then what is the issue? His conscience convicted him of his 
guilt, and now he is reminded of his sin, and he cannot “un-remember” it. If God 
forgets it, why can’t we? What’s the good in a memory that we would rather forget? 

Remembering is a gift God has given us without which we could not fully 
function. Though he was forgiven, David would never forget the wickedness he 
committed, and I would submit that it is God’s way of reminding us that although 
we may be doing right today, we are fully capable of wandering away at any 
moment. Being a Christian does not exempt us from temptation and the influence 
of evil.  

Our memories are so amazing that we can be reminded of something in the 
past just by things like a smell, a sound, a voice, or a picture. Emotions can come 
flooding back in an instant. The gift of memory can help us recall the damage sin 
caused for us in the past and encourage us to make the right choice in the future. 
And though we are forgiven, and we shouldn’t let the past prevent our future 
progress, God can use the memory of a “skeleton” to help us choose the right 
path the next time we are tempted.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51&version=ESV


Thursday – The Problem of Perfection 
By Faith George 

”But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  

Romans 5:8 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve always been a perfectionist. I hate making 

decisions because I’m afraid I will make the wrong one. When I was little, I 

remember never wanting to choose even what my family would have for dinner 

because I was afraid of disappointing someone. This eventually spread to the fear 

of making a wrong choice and disappointing God. Recently, I’ve been digging 

deeper within myself to discover where this all comes from, and what I’ve realized 

is that it all boils down to a desire to be accepted, wanted, and loved.  

And isn’t that what everyone really wants? No matter the number in your bank 

account, the color of your skin, or the doctrine you subscribe to, everyone is born 

with a longing to love and be loved. The problem is that sometimes, or maybe 

most of the time, we don’t feel all that lovable. We know there are things inside us 

that we hope nobody will ever know about. This causes us to live in a constant 

state of fear that our sin might be revealed, and that puts us exactly where the 

enemy wants us. He knows our fears and whispers things like, “You’re not good 

enough,” “You’ve gone too far,” and “God would never love someone like you.” 

Sound familiar?  

From a recovering perfectionist’s point of view, lies like those mean God will not 

love me unless I am perfect. Of course, I would never say that out loud, but my 

actions often prove that is exactly what I believe. Sometimes I try to cover up all 

the ugliness in my heart and only present God with the “pretty” parts of me, which 

is ironic because it’s impossible to hide anything from God Himself, who knows 

us better than we know ourselves. The enemy loves to deceive us into thinking 

that God will only love us as long as we say and do everything we’re supposed to 

do, but this couldn’t be further from the truth. Read Romans 5:6-11. While Jesus 

hung on your cross, He could see every time you would break His heart from the 

day you were born until the day you die, and yet He still chose to die for you. This 

week, try allowing God into the dirtiest, messiest, ugliest parts of your heart, and 

let Him prove His overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love to you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A6-11&version=ESV


Friday – A Noteworthy Future 
By Kel Cunard 

“…forgetting what lies behind…” Philippians 3:13 

    As evidenced by the names included in the genealogy of Christ, a notorious 
past does not forfeit a noteworthy future. From the opening verses of the New 
Testament, the Good News of God’s grace is there for all to see: the Lord can use 
anyone to accomplish His plans.  

    However, we will never overcome the past if we keep dragging it into the 
present. The opportunity to be used by God comes on the other side of letting 
Him do a work in your heart and life, a work the Apostle Paul knew quite well. A 
violent persecutor of the Early Church became its most prolific missionary and 
church planter. How could someone who imprisoned and even murdered 
Christians ever be used to make Christ known to the world? His own words 
explain it best: “…One thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13–14) 

    To strain forward, we first must forget backwards. But how can we make a clean 
break with our past and truly believe Jesus is greater than our biggest mistakes? 
How can we forget all the reasons we are unqualified, and remember we serve a 
God who works in spite of our shortcomings? Here are three areas of our pasts 
we need to address in order to truly grasp how the Lord could use us:  

1. Unconfessed Sin – In Psalm 32, King David wrote, “When I kept silent, my 
bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of 
summer.” When we fail to confess our sins, we waste away and can never 
experience the freedom of forgiveness. Our past will always haunt us until 
we acknowledge the sin as David did. “Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to 
the LORD’ – and you forgave the guilt of my sin.”  

2. Confessed Sin You Can’t Forget – If we confess, He will forgive, but that 
doesn’t always mean we can forget. Many young Christians fail to grow 
because they cannot believe God has forgiven them, but “if we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) Not only will the Lord forgive, He promises 
to “tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the 
sea.” (Micah 7:19) We can always forget what God has forgiven. 

3. Past Pains – The enemy would love to convince us that we are too broken 
to be used by God, but when you serve the Lord, everything in life is 
preparatory. If we truly believe that He can work all things together for good 
(Romans 8:28), then those who are called by Him must believe that God not 
only knows about our struggles but can use them so we will “be complete, 
lacking in nothing.” (James 1:4) 



Weekend – Why Are WE Here? 
By Kel Cunard 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 
Proverbs 29:18 

    Why is the Church here? Not just our building, but the global body of Christ. 
Why are we here? The Church's purpose is summarized in the Great 
Commandment and the Great Commission: Love God and others, and make 
disciples of all nations. We are here to make Christ known.  

    How well are we doing? The stats don't paint a pretty picture. Between 2010 
and 2012, more than half of all American churches didn't add one new member. 
This year nearly three million churchgoers will stop going to church, and an 
estimated 6,000 churches will close. Statistics never tell the whole story, but the 
tale they're telling is not encouraging. And yet, the Lord has more than doubled 
our attendance since 2012. What is He doing here that is allowing our local body 
to defy all the stats? 

    The mission of our church is to develop missionaries who will share Christ's 
love with our community and beyond. This obedience to the fulfillment of the Great 
Commandment and Commission has led to our growth, but if we don't consistently 
keep this goal as our bullseye, we will undoubtedly slowly drift into decline. Where 
there is no vision, people and purpose perish.  

    Read Mark 12:28-31, Matthew 28:16-20, and Acts 1:8 and join us this weekend 
as we continue to pursue our purpose. 
  

Pray for the World: China 
The third-largest state in the world, also containing the highest mountains and 

plateaus in the world has a population of over 1.3 billion will 516 people groups. 7.9% 
profess to be Christian. There are an estimated 600 spoken dialects but one common 
written language. 

China remains officially atheist, and Communist Party members number well over 
70 million. But the Christian population has eclipsed this number and it is also far 
outstripped by Chinese Buddhists. Increasing numbers of Party members are 
believers. Pray that the atheism promoted for so long will finally be revealed as hollow 
and deceptive lies. Pray also that all followers of Christ working in state structures 
might walk faultlessly and be a redemptive force within the government.                                      

(www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 94 and find 
peace in the knowledge that the Lord will never forsake His people.  
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