
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – April 15, 2018 
First Baptist Church of Palmetto exists to develop 

missionaries who share the love of Christ 
with our community and beyond 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• The mission of our church is to develop missionaries who will share the love 

of Christ with our community and beyond. If you had to describe what this 
means to a guest, what would you say? 

• There are approximately seven billion people on earth today. At least 4.5 
billion of them do not know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. How do you feel 
when you hear a statistic like this? 

• Why did Jesus have compassion on the crowds in Matthew 9:35-38? 

• How would you define compassion? 

• What can we learn about God's heart for the world's 
4.5 billion unsaved people by seeing Jesus's 
reaction to the crowds? 

• How can you be a missionary in your hometown? 

  

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 16 
 Day 76 

Acts 7:1-53 
Ps 66 
 Day 77 

Acts 7:54-8:25 
Ps 67 
 Day 78 

Acts 8:26-9:19 
Ps 68:1–15 
 Day 79 

Acts 9:20-10:8 
Ps 68:16–35 
 Day 80 

Exodus 1-2 
Ps 69:1–6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35-38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7%3A1-53&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+66&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7%3A54-8%3A25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+67&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-9%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+68%3A1%E2%80%9315&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A20-10%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+68%3A16%E2%80%9335&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+69%3A1%E2%80%936&version=ESV


Monday – Vision for the Church 
“Where there is no vision the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18 

By Kel Cunard 

    West Side United Methodist Church permanently closed its doors after a rich 
140-year history in Syracuse. They held their last service in 2014 and auctioned 
off anything of value. From the stained-glass windows to the altar furniture, right 
down to the brass hooks that held the choir robes, it was all sold.  

    The story is an all too familiar one. A church with a long history in a community 
dwindles in attendance and support for years until it can’t afford to remain open. 
According to statistics some 4,000-6,000 churches close every year in America. 
They disappear with nothing more than a sad farewell in the local paper. How 
does this happen?  

    The reasons are about as varied as the churches themselves, but scripture 
gives us a clue as to a possible common denominator: Proverbs 29:18 “where 
there is no vision the people perish.” When we don’t know what direction to go, 
we’ll try to go in any and every direction. As confusing and ineffective as this might 
be for an individual, imagine the effects it has on a group of people as large as a 
church. The outcome of a church that has had no direction for years is a slow and 
agonizing demise. It is a path that is usually pitted with turmoil, disunity, and 
decline. In order to prevent this type of scenario a church needs know where it is 
going and how it’s going to get there. Its purpose must be crystal clear.  

    First Baptist Church of Palmetto exists to develop missionaries who share the 
love of Christ with our community and beyond. We believe that each person has 
been given a set of skills, a lifetime of experience, and a heart that God wants to 
use for the Gospel. We don’t have to travel half way around the world to be a 
missionary, though some will; we might just travel to a different part of town, 
across the street, or down the hall at work.  

    Everything in our church either prepares for or gives you the opportunity to 
share the love of Christ. From a warm welcome at the church door to quality 
worship music to an applicable message; we try to make Sundays a place you 
feel comfortable inviting your friends. The Bible study opportunities, whether in a 
Sunday school class, a small group, or a special study lasting several weeks, 
offers the opportunity to learn how to apply faith in everyday life. And the constant 
barrage of testimonies from, or prayers for, and opportunities to do missions is 
our way of keeping us all on tract with the final commands of Jesus to go into the 
world with the Gospel. 

    If the above Proverb is true and people perish without vision, then we believe 
that the opposite is true as well; people will thrive when the direction and vision of 
a church is clear. 

  



Tuesday – Hindsight 
“I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:14 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Hindsight is the unique ability humans have to stop and consider the past, the 
things that are behind them, and the things they can do nothing about. They say 
“hindsight is 20/20,” but why is it humans often see our past so much more clearly 
than our present or our future? Why do we spend so much time looking at the 
past? Sometimes it’s because of the fond memories we have of the past, other 
times it’s because our past is so painful that while we’d love to forget it, we can’t 
seem to look away. We all know the feeling of unpleasant or uncomfortable 
memories visiting us at the worst possible moment.  

I was a history teacher before I was a pastor. I earned my bachelor’s degree in 
history from the University of South Florida. I know and appreciate the 
tremendous value of history and of looking backward probably more than most. I 
know by looking at the history of a church you can learn valuable lessons and you 
can stand on the shoulders of those who have labored and loved diligently before 
you. At First Baptist Church of Palmetto we have a rich history that pushes us 
forward toward our mission of developing missionaries who share the love of 
Christ with our community and beyond. But here’s the thing, churches that only 
look backward seldom move forward.  

As a church we have set aside this time to consider our “vision.” Where have 
you set your vision? Is it on the FBC Palmetto that was or on the FBC Palmetto 
that will be? The past or the future? Do you long to see this church making an 
impact in our community and beyond ten years from now? 50 years? 100? I get 
to serve at FBC as the Pastor of Children and Families. I have the great privilege 
of carrying our vision to a new generation of missionaries. Ministering to the next 
generation is a great responsibility given to the church, and it’s a key part of the 
vision at FBC Palmetto. 

My desire is that the children in our Sunday school rooms, AWANA groups, and 
even in WEE World and King’s Kids would be the deacons, pastors, missionaries, 
teachers and servants in this church and around the world for years and years to 
come. The vision we set now will have an impact on the church they receive from 
us.  

Would you pray? Would you pray God would enable us to minister to the next 
generation in new and powerful ways? Would you pray we would see families 
commit themselves to the Lord? Would you ask God to turn our vision toward the 
future and future generations? 

Read Philippians 3:12-14 – Consider that Paul, the greatest missionary of all 
time and author of about 75% of the New Testament, knew he needed to look 
forward in order to move forward in his own walk with Christ. Paul knew he had 
not arrived, that there was still a long way for him to go. If even the Apostle Paul 
had not arrived, then certainly neither have we as individuals or as a church. Our 
faith in Christ allows us to press on to what lies ahead, because what lies ahead 
has already been promised to us in Jesus. Ask God to reveal the areas of your 
life where looking backward has kept you from moving forward. Ask God to reveal 
how you can play a part in developing missionaries who share the love of Christ 
with our community and beyond. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A12-14+&version=ESV


Wednesday – Slips and Strength 
“Two are better than one…” Ecclesiastes 4:92 

By Kel Cunard 

    On the slopes of the legendary K2 Mountain, a 1953 climbing expedition 
decided to turn back before they reached the summit. Team member Art Gilkey 
had suddenly collapsed from altitude induced blood clots, and without treatment, 
he would almost certainly die. The team knew a rescue would be virtually 
impossible. On top of the altitude and terrain, a heavy storm was beginning to 
move in.  

    In spite of the risks, the team secured Gilkey in a sleeping bag and began the 
dangerous descent. At one point, they reached a massive sheet of ice resting 
along a 45-degree slope which ended in a cliff thousands of feet high. As they 
crossed the dangerous expanse, one of the group members lost his footing and 
fell setting off a potentially deadly chain reaction. When the snow settled from 
their collisions, five of the seven men were sliding uncontrollably toward the edge 
of death. Only Carl Schoening and Gilkey were left to watch their friends' death 
unfold in icy slow motion.  

    Mountaineers aren't in the practice of climbing alone. They know there is 
strength in numbers against the rocky terrain and the power of gravity. Carl 
Schoening did not have to helplessly watch as his friends hurdled over the ledge 
because they were connected together by ropes. Before all hope was lost, 
Schoening put all of his weight onto his ice axe and slowed his team members to 
a stop. The team lived because climbers know there is strength and safety in 
community. 

    We also know as a church that lone ranger Christians will never effectively 
share Christ's love with our community and beyond. We go to great lengths to 
make sure you have the right tools so you can be in God's Word, but the slippery 
terrain of life demands that you share the journey of living out His Word together. 
Read the following passages about God's design for Biblical community and 
underline the actions He has called us to perform.  

• Galatians 6:2 – Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:14 – And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. 

• Hebrews 10:24–25 – And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

• Ecclesiastes 4:9–12 – Two are better than one, because they have a good 
reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who 
is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! Again, if two lie 
together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though a 
man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken.  



Thursday – How Long? 
“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief…” 1 Peter 3:10 

By Kel Cunard 

You never know what a day at work will bring. For several people in Lexington, 
Mississippi, the night they met Walter Williams was one they will never forget.  

Holmes County Coroner Dexter Howard was called to the home of Walter 
Williams by his family at approximately 10:00 pm. After checking for a pulse, 
Howard declared the 78-year-old former farmer and school employee dead. 
Williams's family was on hand as the coroner zipped up the body bag and 
transported him to the Porter and Sons Funeral Home.  

Four hours later, the funeral home workers were getting ready to embalm 
Williams when they saw something that might have them reconsidering their 
career choices. The dead body inside the bag was moving, kicking to get free. 
Once the shock wore off from their most frightening nightmares literally coming to 
life, the workers let Mr. Williams out and rushed him to the hospital for treatment.  

Williams was surrounded in the hospital the next day by his family as they 
celebrated his return. His nephew remarked, "I don’t know how long he’s going to 
be here, but I know he’s back right now. That’s all that counts." The manager of 
Porter and Sons said, "I've never seen anything like it." And the coroner said, "It’s 
a miracle." It certainly was a day none of them would ever forget. 

Walter Williams was declared dead and cast aside, but the Lord wasn't done 
with him yet. Hearing his story made me wonder: do we ever pronounce people 
dead, cast them aside and give up on sharing Jesus with them? We may never 
say those words out loud, but our actions – or lack thereof – speak volumes. We 
grow impatient or feel inadequate, but once we fail to find a spiritual pulse, we 
might stop praying, stop sharing, and slowly zip them up in an eternal body bag.  

But our sense of inadequacy is irrelevant and unfounded. Jesus said, "No one 
can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him." (John 6:44) So 
salvation is from the Father through His crucified Son, but 2 Corinthians 5:20 tells 
us "we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us." In His 
perfect plan, God has chosen to draw the world to Himself by way of the appeal 
He is making through us. If we are in Christ and indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we 
cannot be inadequate for tasks done in the power of God for the glory of God.  

Our feelings of impatience are merely self-centered and short sighted. Read 2 
Peter 3:8-10. God is never slow when He accomplishes His work in His time. If it 
is not His will that any should perish, we should never give up on anyone. The 
power of the Gospel is mighty to save even the most hardened of hearts. Keep 
sharing Jesus with those you know and love. You don't know how long they'll be 
here, but they're here right now and God is still calling. And that's all that counts.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A8-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A8-10&version=ESV


Friday – The Mission 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” Matthew 28:19 

By Kel Cunard 

    With this parting shot in Matthew 28, Jesus launched the global redemptive 
mission of the Church. Peter and the Apostles, in the newfound power of the Holy 
Spirit, boldly proclaimed the Gospel in Jerusalem and thousands were added to 
their number in those early days until intense persecution dispersed them 
throughout the world. Paul was on his way to kill Christians in Damascus when 
an encounter with the risen Christ changed him from a menace to a missionary. 
He tirelessly traveled the known world planting churches as he went and setting 
an example for every missionary to follow.  

    David Brainerd was frail and sick with tuberculosis, but God used this unlikely 
missionary to do amazing things among the 18th century Native Americans in his 
short twenty-nine years of life. David Livingstone spent most of his life in Africa as 
a doctor and explorer. As he traveled he couldn't help but share his love for Jesus. 
His mapping of the continent paved the way for generations of missionaries. 
Hudson Taylor answered God's call to bring the Gospel to China. He founded 
China Inland Mission which planted 205 mission stations with 800 missionaries 
and more than 125,000 Chinese believers. 

    The proclamation of the Good News is not reserved for the great faith heroes 
of the past. There are still tribesmen on the arid plains of Africa whose souls thirst 
for Jesus. In the brothels of Southeast Asia there are captives who long to be set 
eternally free. The trash heaps of South America teem with children who need to 
know they are treasured by God. And outside the empty cathedrals of Europe 
wander men and women who don't even know how much they need a new 
generation of faith heroes to answer the call of the Great Commission.  

    Read Matthew 28:18-20. Can you find any caveats or exclusions in Christ's 
words that would allow you to exempt yourself from this calling? And yet, we see 
missions as a task reserved for those brave souls who leave our shores for darker 
continents. Perhaps we have forgotten there are little league moms and dads we 
see every week who need to know they need a Savior. We lose sight of the 
colleagues who know how to work their fingers to the bone but have no idea that 
God's grace and mercy are free. We pass people every day who are in need of 
the hope that we have – in need of someone to be a missionary to them.  

    This week we have sought to refocus our hearts and minds on our mission – to 
develop missionaries who will share Christ's love with our community and beyond. 
The harvest in our community and around the world "is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest." (Matthew 9:37-38) Pray earnestly that the Lord will use you to 
make disciples of the nations and your neighbors. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18-20&version=ESV


Weekend – Strongholds 
“For the weapons of our warfare…have divine power to destroy strongholds.” 

2 Corinthians 10:4 
By Kel Cunard 

As the tide of World War II began to turn, Hitler’s once unstoppable forces began 
to dig in to fortify their position. The Atlantic Wall stretched 3,000 miles along the 
west coast of Europe from the Arctic Circle in the north to the Pyrenees Mountains 
in southern France. It was not a continuous structure but a series of fortified 
bunkers which dotted the coastline at locations that were vulnerable to attack. 
Thousands of bunkers were constructed, many with concrete walls more than ten 
feet thick that were able to withstand direct hits from Allied bombs. Before the D-
Day invasion on June 6, 1944, the Atlantic Wall contained over 12,000 bunkers 
manned by over 300,000 soldiers, thousands of miles of barbed wire, 100,000 
beach obstacles, and over six million explosive mines. The Atlantic Wall was one 
of the most impenetrable strongholds in the history of warfare, and only the most 
ambitious and audacious attack in the history of warfare could defeat it. 
Tragically, the spiritual strongholds of our lives make the Atlantic Wall seem like 

a house of cards. Strongholds are faulty thinking patterns that are based on 
misconceptions, lies and deceptions. Our flawed views of God and of ourselves 
are mental walls of resistance that erect spiritual barriers to growth. If we are to 
experience God's best, these strongholds must be torn down. Read 2 Corinthians 
10:3-6 and join us this weekend as we confront these fortresses in a new series 
entitled Strongholds.

Pray for the World: Hong Kong 
Of the seven million people in Hong Kong, almost 60% profess Chinese to be their 

religion while 12% claim to be Christian. 
Christian leadership is in short supply, with only two-thirds of congregations having 

a pastor. Emigration contributes substantially to this, so that a much younger and 
less-experienced generation of leaders is forced to emerge. Pray for: a) The 35 Bible 
colleges, with more than 1,200 students, have shaped the outlook of many thousands 
of former students now pastoring, ministering or in the laity. b) Key seminaries, such 
as the Alliance Bible Seminary, the Baptist Theological Seminary and the China 
Graduate School of Theology. 

Commitment to missions is high, with around 60% of congregations consistently 
engaged in or supporting mission activity. Pray for wisdom in serving the burgeoning 
Church in China. Many congregations, ministries, colleges and seminaries long to 
facilitate further growth.                                                        (www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 95 get ready 
to “make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.”  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+10%3A3-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+10%3A3-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+95&version=ESV


  



 


