
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 6, 2018 
Sunday’s Best: Better Together 

Hebrews 10 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Did you go to church as a kid? What do you remember most? 

• What did you like or dislike? Why? 

• Who do you remember? Why did these people leave a mark on your 
memory? 

• In your words, why is the church becoming less and less effective in our 
culture? 

• Review Hebrews 10:19-23. What did Jesus open for 
us? How did He do it?” 

• According to verse 24, what is our responsibility to 
do for other believers? What does this look like in our 
lives? 

  

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 19 
 Day 91 

Acts 18:18-19:20 
Ps 74:10–23 
 Day 92 

Acts 19:21-20:16 
Ps 75 
 Day 93 

Acts 20:17-21:16 
Ps 76 
 Day 94 

Acts 21:17-22:21 
Ps 77 
 Day 95 

Exodus 12 
Ps 78:1–10 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A19-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A18-19%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+74%3A10%E2%80%9323&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19%3A21-20%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+75&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A17-21%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+76&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+76&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+21%3A17-22%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+77&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+77&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV


Monday – One Another 
“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Galatians 6:2 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Did you know the phrase “one another” is just one word in the Greek language? 

It’s the word “allelon” and the authors of the New Testament used it a lot. The 

word appears 100 times in the New Testament, and 47 of those are specific 

commands given to believers. What this shows us is that Christians have clear 

responsibilities not just to themselves or even just to God, but to one another.  

There isn’t time or space here to detail each and every “one another” command 

in scripture, but I want you to see that our responsibility to one another was a 

major point of emphasis for the authors of the New Testament. These authors, 

directed and guided supernaturally by the Holy Spirit, knew that for Christianity to 

survive Christians had to love, serve, and take care of one another physically and 

spiritually.  

One of my favorite “one another’s” in scripture is Galatians 6:2. “Bear one 

another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Given the context of the passage 

it’s clear Paul is referring to not just physical burdens but also spiritual ones. We 

don’t have to look very far to find people in our church who are struggling with 

burdens of a physical nature, but do we often consider the burdens around us of 

a spiritual nature? Have you thought about the temptation a brother or sister might 

be dealing with? Are you praying for the guilt and the shame a member of the 

body is experiencing? How can you help bear the burden of the couple whose 

marriage is in jeopardy? 

God’s word assures us that there is a way that YOU have been personally, 

uniquely gifted to serve the body of Christ. Have you considered how you might 

do just that? Do you realize as Christians you have a responsibility to one 

another? Take some time and look over some of the one another commands in 

scripture and pray about how God is leading you to love and serve the people He 

gave His life for. Consider that you are also someone with burdens you can’t bear 

on your own and allow the body of believers around you to share and bear them 

with you. We were never meant to go it alone.  



Tuesday – Learning Worship from a Dog 
“But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true  

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.” 

John 4:23 
By Amy Pilson 

Jesus’ words above clearly show us God wants to be worshipped. So as a good 

little student I decided to look up the word “worship” in Strong’s Concordance. I 

had to laugh because part of the definition for one of the Greek words translated 

as worship means “to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand.” This hit home 

with me in a major way. We have a new dog, Coda. Oh my! That dog can’t get 

close enough. He wants to be in your skin, showing his adoration by licking you 

constantly. Thinking about it I asked myself, do I approach God with such an 

intense desire to be close to Him? 

Our sermon this past week talked about not giving up worshipping together. 

That’s important for me because I have no musical talent at all and singing and 

music are a very special way we can worship. It’s more than just being present in 

the building or even the service. We must be present in the moment. We must set 

aside thoughts that keep us from focusing on God. 

For quite some time now, I have had the opportunity to serve in our worship 

services by running the words for the choir. There have been one or two times I 

fell behind because I got caught up in what we were singing rather than focusing 

on my task. I began to realize that I saw each word and was paying attention to 

the singing, but I couldn’t experience the worshipping of God while I was doing it. 

I think it’s important that we purposefully set our focus; not on the fight with our 

spouse on the way in, concern over bills, responsibility for our aging parents or 

worry about the path our child is taking. We must put our focus on God. 

As I shared some months back, my intent this year is to purposefully seek God. 

I want to have such a desire and excitement about being close to Him that I simply 

can’t get enough. Worship is a vital part of that. I need to be with others to help 

me direct my attention to Him and help me express my awe and honor for His 

greatness. It’s why I am taking a break from running the words both services every 

time I’m at church. I need to be able to worship. I long to worship. I long to do it 

alongside you. God longs for it too.  



Wednesday – Making Melody & 
Walking in the Light 

“…addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart…”  Ephesians 5:19 

By Cathy Slusser 

On a recent trip to Virginia, Glen spotted Woodruff’s Pie Shop and Café on the 
side of a rural road outside of Lynchburg in the tiny town of Monroe. It was 
nondescript, housed in a converted old gas station. Nothing but the sign was 
intriguing. But, the desire for homemade pie led us to the Internet where we 
learned that this was not just any pie shop. Started by Mary Woodruff after her 
husband’s death and highly acclaimed not only for the pies but for the chicken 
salad, he made an abrupt U-turn to go back and taste what everyone raved about. 

Unfortunately, it was Monday, and they were closed. He thought about that pie 
all week, making sure we had time to go return before we left town. The pies were 
delicious. Buttermilk. Pecan. Apple. Almond joy! The chicken salad was wonderful 
as well, not too much mayonnaise and not too sweet. But, the best part of our visit 
was meeting Miss Mary.  

When we arrived, all the tables were full except one. Seated at its head, like a 
queen, was Mary Woodruff, founder of Woodruff’s Pie Shop and Café. We were 
invited to sit with her, and we quickly agreed. Miss Mary is one hundred years old.  
Imagine all she has experienced in her lifetime! Two World Wars. Space 
Exploration. The Civil Rights Movement. Television. She proudly told us some of 
her story. About the birth of twins in an era when doctors still made house calls. 
About the gas station that she and her husband ran and how it evolved to serve 
as a grocery store and bakery. How after he died, she closed the gas station and 
focused on the pie shop and café. How now her daughters do the baking and 
operate the business while she comes in every day to meet customers.  

My favorite story was from her childhood. When she was about nine, she started 
piano lessons in Lynchburg. She helped us to visualize the house where she 
walked to lessons and how she first had to memorize “Every good boy does fine” 
to remember the order of the notes on the piano. By the time she was 13, Mary’s 
skills had progressed so that she was invited to play for the congregation of her 
church. She described how nervous she was, but she soon started playing for all 
the services. Using the table for a keyboard, she demonstrated that she still knows 
all the notes for “Holy, Holy, Holy.” As she sang the words along with it, the 
crowded café became a church. Though we might not have sung along, in our 
hearts, we also worshipped.  

That’s the thing about worship. It is best done as a group. When we gather 
together, our hearts raised in song and prayer, our faith is strengthened, and our 
burdens are lighter. Worship can happen alone, but it is also designed to happen 
corporately − even in a pie shop with Miss Mary leading the chorus on an 
imaginary piano. 

Read Ephesians 5:1-21. Paul lists ways we are identified as Children of Light. 
What are they? How does corporate worship help us make these things a part of 
our lives? How are you making sure you walk in the light today?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A1-21&version=ESV


Thursday – Seize the Opportunity 
“Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when  

you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.” 
Hebrews 10:37 
By Nick Molick 

If you have been a believer for a while, think back to when you first came to 
faith in Christ and all that entailed. Can you remember your excitement, your thirst 
for knowledge of God’s word, your need to be around other believers, your desire 
to be the hands and feet of Christ, your excitement to be the Church? Do you 
remember all of those? If you can remember a majority of those, great. That is a 
wonderful blessing in your life.  

Now think of where you are in your faith life today. Have you grown stagnant? 
How is your prayer life? Are you as stirred by God’s word as you once were? Are 
you still hungry to be the church Jesus calls us to be? If any of those have in any 
way cooled or faded we need to ask ourselves why. I believe one of the answers 
is that we don’t do a very good job at times of translating that new believer 
excitement to sustained and powerful worship in church with others.  

What gives us trouble in translating this initial excitement? I believe it comes 
from a spiritual complacency that can get reinforced by routine church attendance 
that is merely done to check the box, or obey a societal norm. When we attend 
church and encounter God and feel His presence, that changes how we approach 
things we aren’t worried about. Things such as where lunch will be in an hour, or 
do I really want to go to Bible study, or who plays in the one o’clock games today. 
When we remember our good and loving Father sacrificed His one and only Son 
to give us the opportunity to commune with Him in His house for His glory, we can 
shake off the spiritual complacency and begin to worship and praise the holiness 
of our God! 

Not everyone is going to approach a worship service with that mindset every 
Sunday of the year. I get that. But knowing that makes our approach to worship 
that much more important. Maybe the person next to you is feeling especially 
down, but they see you greeting others around them and that you are genuinely 
excited to praise and encounter God with His people. That can have a positive 
effect on the person who feels down. It will encourage them to realize God’s 
Church is meant to lift each other up.  

We are called to stir up the affections we have for Christ in worship and in our 
day to day lives by remembering the hope He has given us and by leaning into 
the promises He has for us. God gives us the opportunity to experience Him in 
worship with others we know and love. That should be viewed as a great 
opportunity that nourishes the soul, not as something we have to do.  



Friday – I Will Build My Church 
“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:18 
By George Volpe 

According to Pew Research data, only 35% of American Christians consider 
attending religious services as an essential part of their faith. That’s troubling. 
Maybe secularism is gaining momentum. Maybe individual autonomy is winning 
and relationships are losing. Maybe it’s just a rejection of institutional faith and 
authority, and “finding God in other places.” People will claim they can get more 
out of a walk in the woods than from the typical sermon. Why then is so much of 
the New Testament spent on the importance of the local church? 

More sleep, the kid’s soccer game, football and fun activities take priority, 
pushing church to the margins of life—if not out altogether. When we push God’s 
agenda and people out of our lives, we are never better for it. Like the father of 
the prodigal, God will not force a person to listen to His Words of life. But that 
always comes with a cost even the prodigal eventually recognizes. 

The New Testament never divides Christians into local church members versus 
the whole body of Christ. It assumes that everyone participates in their local 
assembly. It gives no examples of Christians who belong to the “universal church” 
with no link to a local church. To some people, participating in a local church 
means change, yielding, coming out of the shadows. They do not realize how their 
relationship with others can not only nourish and help other people, but God uses 
other people to provide blessings to them that they cannot receive any other way. 
Corporate worship is almost as old as dirt. 

When Jesus appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus, He didn’t say, “Why 
are you persecuting my church?” He said, “Why are you persecuting me?” (Acts 
9:4) He so identifies with the church that an attack on His people is an attack on 
Him. Could Jesus be saying to the skeptic, “Why are you avoiding My church?” or 
maybe, “Why are you avoiding Me?” 

In a local church fellowship, relationships are nourished based on the needs of 
the local body. We are a spiritual family. The Berean Study Bible rendering of 
Romans 12:5 is: “so in Christ we who are many are one body, and each member 
belongs to one another.” 

Even in its weakness, every local Christian church is Christ’s gift to us. Church 
participation is vital to our spiritual life. It is important enough that our Savior has 
chosen to use it to enlist us into His service so that we might learn to experience 
the richness of vital union, renewal, peace and power with Him in the midst of our 
mutual challenges. Read 1 Corinthians 11:18-34. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor.11%3A18-34&version=ESV


Weekend – Equip 
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 

believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood 
you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 

to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
2 Timothy 3:14-15 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

I love to sit down on my couch on a fall Saturday and get settled in for a day of 
college football. Whether it’s my team or any teams playing, I love how competitive 
college football is. What makes college football so great is knowing that both 
teams have prepared themselves in the week leading up to Saturday to take on 
the opponent in front of them. Yet, only one can come away with the victory. How 
good would college football be if neither team practiced? Or what if all the players 
tried to practice by themselves instead of together? I think we would notice a 
dramatic difference in the level of play and competition on Saturday if the teams 
didn’t prepare together Monday through Friday.  

Do we expect spiritual excellence on Sunday when we haven’t been preparing 
throughout the week? I can think of no area in life where growth and maturity 
come without diligence and devotion. We believe our church is equipped through 
Bible study, and we want you to be a part of that here at FBC Palmetto. Join us 
this Sunday as we talk more about why we believe Bible study is so essential for 
our lives and how you and your family can get plugged in. Reread 2 Timothy 3:14-
15 as you prepare your heart for worship.

Pray for the World: Cuba 
The Republic of Cuba is the largest island in the Caribbean Sea where just over half of 

the 11 million inhabitants profess to be Christian.  
Cuba needs prayer for: Bible distribution - the need is urgent as church growth 

outstrips supply. Over one million copies of the Scriptures have been printed in-country 
and many thousands are imported every year. Christian radio remains an untapped 
potential. Although 878 hours per week are broadcast, almost all of it is over shortwave, 
which is very hard to receive as shortwave radios are illegal in Cuba. Some FM Christian 
radio can be picked up from other Caribbean islands. Local Christian broadcasting is 
still not permitted. Music is a core aspect of Cuban culture and identity. Raising up and 
training Christian musicians and worship leaders is hugely strategic. Some prominent 
musicians have become believers, increasing Cuba’s exposure to the Good News. 

(www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 98 and sing 
to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+98&version=ESV


  



 


