
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 13, 2018 
Sunday’s Best: The Power of Circles 

Acts 2:42-47 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What role do friends play in your life and you in theirs? 

• Why do you think we were designed to share life with others? 

• Acts 2:42 says the new Christians were ‘devoted’ to certain things. What were 
they devoted to and why are these important? 

• Describe the following: aspostles teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, and 
prayer. Note similarities and differences. 

• How important is it to practice these with other 
people? Why? 

• Why have we gradually become an isolated culture? 
What are the spiritual consequences of doing life 
alone? 

  

2018 Bible 
Reading 

Plan 
One Year Bible 
Reading Plan: 

WEEK 20 
 Day 96 

Acts 22:22-23:35 
Ps 78:11–26 
 Day 97 

Acts 24:1-25:12 
Ps 78:27–46 
 Day 98 

Acts 25:13-26:32 
Ps 78:47–57 
 Day 99 

Acts 27 
Ps 78:58–72 
 Day 100 

Acts 28 
Ps 79 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A42&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+22%3A22-23%3A35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A11%E2%80%9326&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+24%3A1-25%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A27%E2%80%9346&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+25%3A13-26%3A32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A47%E2%80%9357&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A58%E2%80%9372&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+79&version=ESV


Monday – Heartburn 
“Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us 

on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 
Luke 24:32 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Heartburn is an uncomfortable sensation most of us have had at one time or 

another. Heartburn can be brought on by all kinds of things but for me chocolate 

chip cookies will do it every time. Ironically, heartburn is a condition that has 

nothing at all to do with your heart. According to the Mayo Clinic heartburn occurs 

when stomach acid backs up into the esophagus and causes discomfort behind 

the breastbone. We only call it heartburn because of the general location of the 

pain.  

I get that kind of heartburn every now and again, probably due to my diet, and 

I can tell you that I’ve never enjoyed it. But what if I told you heartburn could be a 

good thing? What if I told you it could even bring glory to God? Read Luke 24:13-

35. This is a small group Bible study Jesus led and Luke tells us the result was a 

severe case of heartburn. “They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within 

us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?’” 

What I find most interesting about this passage is that Jesus opened the 

Scriptures “beginning with Moses and all the prophets he interpreted to them in 

all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27) Jesus walked 

through the Old Testament showing how all the Scriptures pointed to Him. When 

we study the Bible together we see more and more of our Savior. When we study 

the Bible together, whether we study Song of Solomon or the Gospel of John, 

Jesus is there waiting for us. As we find Christ on each and every page of His 

word we can catch a case of holy heartburn. 

The best part of this kind of heartburn, is that it is apparently contagious. As we 

finish the passage we see that when we find Jesus in His word it compels us to 

go and tell others about Him. Seek Jesus in His word today. Find a small group 

Bible study to be a part of. Catch a case of heartburn that compels you to tell 

others about Jesus.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=ESV


Tuesday – Seven Person Tricycle 
“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who 
is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!” 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 
By Amy Pilson 

I’m not an active person overall. I am really not good at certain things. Riding 

bicycles is one of them. My mom had an idea that all of us would go to a state 

park and ride bicycles. We are talking 11 people. So, we loaded them up and 

went. It didn’t go as well as she’d have liked. We were all over the place. Some 

fell way behind (yours truly); some wanted to go in a different direction entirely; 

and it was too hard to carry on conversations.  

The other day I saw a commercial that provided the perfect solution – a seven-

person tricycle! (Look it up. I know you want to. And yes, I know not all 11 of us 

would fit on just one tricycle.) On the tricycle, all seven riders face the center and 

pedal independently while one person steers. It would have solved all the 

problems we had that day. We’d all have gone in the same direction. Those who 

were a bit weaker (and less coordinated with their balancing skills) could have 

kept up, and we’d have been able to talk to each other. 

Isn’t our Christian walk a lot like that? We are different ages, various levels of 

abilities, headed in different directions and sometimes just too distracted to build 

relationships. There are even times we just want to give up and sit on the 

sidelines. But is that good for us? Is it what we are supposed to do? Is that the 

example Christ and His disciples set? Spoiler alert: the answer is no. 

But guess what? There’s an answer to that – Bible Study or Small Group! We 

can call it the Multi-Person Transportation for the Christian Journey. When we find 

a group that fits our life stage, we can help each other out. Relationships are built 

by talking and sharing life with those who are in similar situations. We’ll find the 

others are heading in the same direction and can help keep us on course. Where 

we are weak others in the group are strong. It just makes life easier and more 

enjoyable. Grab a seat and come along for the ride!  



Wednesday – Nosework 
“Anxiety in a man's heart weighs him down, but 
a good word makes him glad.” Proverbs 12:25 

By Cathy Slusser 

I am home from camp. It was not your everyday, run of the mill, summer camp 
experience. It was a camp for dogs and their handlers to learn more about the 
sport of Nosework. Cory and I have been training in Nosework, where she hunts 
for a scent hidden in a variety of places like containers, room interiors, exteriors 
of buildings or vehicles for a couple of years now. She loves it, and I love seeing 
her enthusiasm. She races into a room, circles in its center and then, like the 
hands of a clock, spins off and shows me where the hide is placed by touching it 
with her nose.  

Cory earned her first Nosework title in March, so camp was a great opportunity 
for us to prepare for the next level of learning. About 130 “campers” and their dogs 
gathered at Camp Coleman, a Jewish summer camp in Cleveland, Georgia. We 
were assigned to a group of teams all training at about the same level. For eight 
hours a day over a long weekend, we worked together to improve our skills. 

On our first day of working together, most of us were strangers, but by the time 
we left camp, we were all friends. We came together to share dog training and 
Nosework, but the intense time of being together allowed us to get to know each 
other outside the sport.  

We began by talking about our dogs, what attracted us to their breed, how long 
we’d had them and why we came to the sport. Then, we told each other about our 
families, our health, our work. We encouraged each other as we trained, sharing 
what we saw as our dogs searched, training tips, and experiences. Soon we were 
offering advice about retirement, children, and vacation destinations. 

I didn’t need to go to camp. There are plenty of books and videos to teach me 
what I learned. But, the pleasure of being with people who understand my goals 
and desires was worth the time and money I spent. That is why being a part of a 
small group at church is valuable. You can study your Bible at home, but when a 
group comes together, a lot more is shared than Bible Study. The group begins 
as a random gathering of individuals but becomes so much more. 

Read Proverbs 12. While the verses may seem random at first, note how many 
apply to the spoken word, particularly listening to the words of the wise. How could 
being part of a small group where you can share your heart, your hurts and joys, 
be of benefit to you? How many of these verses would be good advice for a small 
group?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+12&version=ESV


Thursday – Devoted to Be Together 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

Acts 2:42 
By Nick Molick 

Statistics on the topic of the health and impact of today’s church are staggering 
and heart breaking. Nearly 49% cannot find a positive impact of the church. Only 
28% of Americans between the ages of 23 and 37 attend church. An incredible 
85% of churches in the United States are either declining or plateauing. Why do 
you think this is the state of the church today? What can we do as a church to 
make sure this is not happening to us? Is there anything we can do about this? I 
believe there is something we can do because it is laid out before us in the Bible, 
and I’ve seen it firsthand. 

Corporate worship is where we encounter God, learn from His word and share 
the experience with others. However, that large gathering doesn’t lend itself to 
encountering life together or sharing our current thoughts and fears. The larger 
gatherings have become too transactional and not relational enough. Look at the 
example in Acts 2:42-47. It demonstrates how early believers recognized the 
importance and effectiveness of gathering together and devoting themselves to 
the teaching of God’s word. These early evangelists knew it was good for them to 
get together regularly, discuss the apostles’ teaching and check on each other’s 
needs. In doing this the church becomes immediately effective in our lives, face 
to face not just shoulder to shoulder in rows.  

My family hosted a small group for over a year and it was one of the greatest 
experiences I’ve had, not just in church but in life. To see the power of God’s 
word, His message, His love and His grace in action among this group of friends 
was powerful and moving. We were able to share food, laughs, tears and the 
sermon message on a regular basis. This was where church truly happened. 
Walls and barriers between people were pulled down by God’s love. As we looked 
to Scripture for guidance, assumptions were broken when we shared our doubts 
and fears. We are made for such gatherings. Corporate worship has its place. But 
in small groups, Bible studies and other similar gatherings the church comes alive 
and Jesus leads us to be His hands and feet; equipped with His word, all to His 
glory. 

If you are not currently part of a class or small group, I strongly recommend you 
become part of one or consider leading one. It will richly bless you and those 
involved. God has made us to function as a group of believers devoted to His 
word and to the wellbeing of others’ souls.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A42-47&version=ESV


Friday – Channels for Sharing 
“Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming 
from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient 

to be ministers of a new covenant ...” 2 Corinthians 3: 5-6 
By George Volpe 

Last week we discussed the local church as an indispensable part of New 
Testament assembly and worship. Listening to the pastor explain the truths of the 
word of God is such a blessing to a Christian. God has chosen to use prepared 
men to deliver His message since the beginning of time.  

Listening to a sermon that expounds the truths of Scripture is without question 
a critically important activity that enables Christian growth. We might even 
meditate on the sermon later, capturing, considering, and yielding to the message 
and actually applying it in our daily walk. We might read the Bible during the week. 
We might even study the Bible. All of these nourish our spiritual growth. 

Even if we do all that, something is still missing. I think I can say with the 
authority of Scripture that God doesn’t expect pastors to do all the ministering in 
people’s lives. “…God; Who also has made us able ministers…” (2 Corinthians 
3:5-6) “As good servant managers of God's grace in its various forms, serve one 
another with the gift each of you has received.” (1 Peter 4:10) What God has given 
each and every Christian He expects us to personally share with others. Not 
preaching but sharing what God has done in our lives − how He has impacted us 
and the world around us. Billy Graham said it well: "We are not cisterns made for 
hoarding, we are channels made for sharing." 

By sharing we encourage, edify, and build up in the faith those God has put into 
our circle of acquaintances, friends, and family. That kind of sharing cannot be 
done just listening to a sermon week after week. It requires giving back − 
participating with others in a less formal and more personal way. 

All through the New Testament we read how the apostles taught “house to 
house.” Paul refers to the benefits of personal relationships in his own faith and 
walk in Romans 1:12. He says, “That is, that I may be comforted together with 
you by the mutual faith both of you and me.” Here’s where small groups or what 
we sometimes call “Bible Studies” shine. They encourage sharing, participation 
and interaction. In a more intimate environment we not only hear from others, but 
we can discuss and ask questions, sharing and involving ourselves in the lives of 
others, building and nurturing relationships. You just can’t do that during a 
sermon. 

Our growth as Christians involves not only receiving and applying the word of 
God, but also ministering to others. We must be willing to invest ourselves in the 
lives of others, and small groups help accomplish that goal. 



Weekend – Engage the World 
for the Sake of the Gospel 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Do you remember a time before the “home computer”? Today most homes in 
America actually have multiple computers. The average is higher than five per 
household if you count smart-phones and tablets. Computers and the computer 
industry existed a long time before anyone thought of them as a household 
appliance. At one time computers were tools of highly specialized industries. Now 
almost every career in every industry involves their use. We have Steve Jobs, Bill 
Gates and others to thank for seeing the greater potential the computer had and 
for bringing that utility into our daily lives. The computer industry could have 
continued to exist in its own corner of the technology market, but then it would 
never have changed the world. 

Church, I believe we have a similar choice. We can keep our faith to ourselves 
and be content with coming to church and maybe even serving or going to a Bible 
study. We can stay in our comfort zone and never have to face the sting of 
rejection or persecution. Or we can engage the world for the sake of the Gospel 
and change our community and the world forever. Read James 2:14-26.

Pray for the World: Egypt 
In this mostly desert country, only three percent of the land is arable. Of the 84 billion 

people living there, 12% are Christian while the Muslim religion dominates 87%.  
The use of electronic media through websites, chat rooms, satellite TV and mobile 

phone downloads has opened a way for millions of Muslims to hear the Gospel clearly, in 
safer environments for true seekers. 

Pray for: a) Church leaders. Wisdom, grace and confidence are needed in handling the 
Muslim authorities, Islamist persecution and the questioning world. b) A spiritual 
awakening Church-wide amid mounting pressures and communal tensions. The 
responses to Muslim agitation need to be humble and loving but strong. c) Christians are 
numerous in business, the professions and health services, but overall their Christian 
influence within Egypt is much less than their large numbers warrant. Pray that they might 
have a positive and transforming effect in the nation, just as Joseph did millennia ago. 

(www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 99 and exalt 
the Lord our God for He is holy. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+99&version=ESV


  



 


