
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 20, 2018 
Sunday’s Best: More than Words 

James 2:14-26 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What situations and interactions bring out the skeptic in you? 

• Describe a moment when you realized words are often cheap. 

• Describe someone who has inspired you by consistently walking their talk. 

• Do you believe the world is influenced more by what the Church says or by 
what the Church does? Why? 

• How has your faith been impacted by the moments 
when you stepped outside your comfort zone to 
share the love of Christ? 

• How is a churchgoer missing out when they stop 
short of engaging the world for the Gospel and 
sharing the love of Christ with others? 
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Monday – Poured Out as a Drink Offering 
“Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering 

upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, 
I am glad and rejoice with you all.” 

Philippians 2:17 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Imagine you and I are supposed to meet for lunch at noon. 12:15 rolls by and I 

still haven’t shown up. Finally, at 12:30 I rush in, sit down, and calmly explain that 

on the way to the restaurant I was hit by an 18-wheeler going 70 miles per hour, 

which caused my lateness. 

That story might be pretty hard to believe. If I walked into the restaurant 

uninjured, with my clothes and limbs totally intact it would be difficult to believe 

that I had only minutes earlier been hit by a semi. It would be hard to believe 

because when a person gets hit by a massive truck, well, they’re going to look 

different. 

In the same way, after we come into contact with Jesus our lives look different. 

When we spend time with the God of the universe Who descended to this earth 

and died on the cross to save us from our sin, we cannot help but look different 

afterwards. Frankly, if our lives don’t look any different after we meet Jesus than 

before we met Him, it will be hard for a disbelieving world to believe anything 

happened to us at all. 

So what should we look like? How can we convince the unbelieving world 

around us that something so incredible has happened to us? We believe the 

answer is engaging the world for the sake of the Gospel. That means serving in 

our community and beyond. We work hard to provide opportunities to go and 

serve and would love to talk to you about how you can get started. 

Read Philippians 2:12-18. 

We live in a crooked and twisted generation, and it is our responsibility as 

Christians to live as lights in the world. Paul shows us that we do this by serving, 

and by doing so with humility and love.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=phil+2%3A12-18&version=ESV


Tuesday – Who Me? 
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, 

for my power is made perfect in weakness.’” 
2 Corinthians 12:9 
By Faith George 

Have you ever heard a sermon about serving in the church or working in 
ministry, and maybe even felt a little nudge on your heart? The first thing you 
thought was, “Oh, well… that’s for some other person who is more qualified than 
me, who loves Jesus more than me, who reads their Bible more than me, who’s 
a better Christian than me…” Many times we shy away from serving because we 
feel like other “more experienced” Christians are better qualified than us. But that 
is the beauty of the Gospel! Nearly every other religion is about becoming as holy 
and pure as you possibly can before coming to God by just trying your hardest. 
Christianity is the exact opposite.  

God does not expect us to put ourselves together or to rid ourselves of 
everything that makes us “unworthy” before we come to Him. In fact, while we 
were still sinners, purity and perfection embodied in Christ Himself came to us! 
The only catch is that once we were saved by grace, we were called to share that 
grace with others, no matter our past, our background, or whatever it is that we 
feel disqualifies us from being able to serve. God is not unaware of our 
imperfections. He is not blind to our inadequacies. And to say that we can’t serve 
because we’re not good enough is to say God isn’t strong enough to compensate 
for our weakness. Read Exodus 3:4-12. 

I think we’re a lot like Moses. I know I’ve thrown those same hesitant, 
questioning words back at God when He’s asked me to do something I wasn’t 
comfortable doing. I love how God responds in this passage. He doesn’t give 
Moses a laundry list of all the reasons he’s best suited for the job. He doesn’t 
flatter him or try to boost his confidence. Instead, all He says is, “I will be with 
you.” We don’t have to trust in our own strength or rely on our abilities to serve 
however God is calling us, because His strength is made perfect in our weakness.  

In fact, why would God choose someone who didn’t need Him? If He asked 
someone who was able to do the job without Him, He wouldn’t get any of the 
glory. In Acts, the writer says when the people saw the disciples were uneducated, 
ordinary men, they knew they had been with Jesus. This week, be open to the 
call of God, and listen for where He may ask you to serve. You never know who 
might need to see Jesus shining through an ordinary person like you. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A4-12&version=ESV


Wednesday – Going Gray 
“Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is 
attained in the way of righteousness.” 

Proverbs 16:31 
By Cathy Slusser 

When I was growing up, all the women in my life with gray hair wore it short. My 
grandmothers, mother, aunts and other relatives, teachers and church women. 
Once they reached a certain age, they no longer wore their hair long. While some 
of them also dyed their hair, I got the impression that there was an unwritten rule; 
older women cut off their hair.  

So, as I got older, my hair got shorter and shorter, too. Though I never returned 
to the “pixie” style of my childhood, I kept my hair at chin length, no longer than 
my shoulders. I wasn’t gray yet, but I vowed I would never be a woman with long 
scraggly gray hair. A witch, I thought privately. Then, I started noticing women 
with beautiful long gray hair. At church. In the grocery store. At work. It was as 
though my eyes were opened, and I realized that long gray hair didn’t need to be 
scraggly. With care and routine trimming, long hair can be beautiful even if it is 
gray. Magazines even showed younger woman with dyed gray hair! So, I grew 
mine out, too.  

While I have only a small amount of gray so far, I am no longer afraid that I will 
have to cut it off when it grows completely gray or even white. Long hair on an 
older woman, even me, can be beautiful. My realization came from seeing others 
who were not constrained by the preconceptions that I held. They gave me the 
courage to imitate them. Now, I am happy with my own hair (with my own skin, if 
you will). 

The change in attitude has me thinking about other preconceived notions I have 
about life, even religious life. Just like the fact that women no longer have to wear 
a head covering in church, it is interesting to think about the ways the church has 
changed with regards to outreach and evangelism. Doing things in new ways, 
reaching new types of people, opening the church doors to others who are not 
exactly like us may be uncomfortable at first. But, as our world changes, as we 
change, so must the church if we are going to be the hands and feet of Jesus to 
our community. By being welcoming, willing to try new ideas, methods and 
activities, we can reach more for the Kingdom of God.  

Read Proverbs 16. The book of Proverbs is a collection of sayings that remind 
us how God calls us to live life. List the verses that can be applied to the ways our 
church practices outreach in our community. Note particularly verse 26. What are 
you “hungry for”? What drives you to labor for the Kingdom of God? Is God calling 
you to do “church” differently?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+16%3A26&version=ESV


Thursday – What are We Working For? 
“This too is a grievous evil: As a man comes, so he departs and 

what does he gain, since he toils for the wind?” Ecclesiastes 5:16 
By Nick Molick 

You may have heard the phrase “Go big or go home.” While it may not apply in 

many of your daily interactions it seems to be a tidy summation of our society’s 

outlook on things. This view of the world is not only tied to this current society but 

also to the society Solomon lived in. Throughout the Book of Ecclesiastes we see 

how good things were taken to extreme. When held in high regard, these things 

obscure our true purpose in life. Knowledge, wisdom, wealth and work are all 

good in their own right. However, when pursued and worshipped by fallen men, 

society goes askew. The reason Ecclesiastes has been so lovingly given to us by 

a Father who knows what we are prone to do is to remind us He is right here and 

wants us to worship Him and Him alone.  

Our purpose and our worth are not found in what we have but by what we 

pursue with our hearts. That heartfelt pursuit can only be satisfied by the One who 

created you. As Solomon so rightly states, the rest is “chasing the wind.”  

God wants us to know, pursue and cherish Him and the loving relationship we 

have with Him not stuff or wealth. Can you have both? Sure, but there is a definite 

prioritization to these things in our lives. God and His commandments, His word 

and His love supersede everything else. His worth is infinite while the things of 

this world will pass away.  

It is useful for us to remember that our Father is a God who tells us to “Be still 

and know that I am God” not “gather more things and wealth to your own glory 

and make your days busy with your own business.” God cannot make it any 

clearer − He loves us. He knows what will make us flourish and knows what will 

fulfill and satisfy our souls. What satisfies our souls is none of the things Solomon 

lists. The soul that does not know God will pursue many material things. When 

the Spirit works in our lives we recognize the One true thing that allows us to take 

a breath, be still and know God is here. He wants to have a loving relationship 

with us. 

What things have you pursued that were chasing the wind? What caused you 

to realize those pursuits were futile? How would your relationship with God benefit 

if you pursued Him with the same zeal you first pursued other things?  



Friday – How Can I Help You? 
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
Mark 10:45 

By George Volpe 

In every stage of our Christian walk, God has placed us where we can serve 
Him. I used to think that opportunities for serving God are like choosing food in a 
buffet. Uh, I’ll skip the fava beans, thanks anyway. 

The only way I used to think I would dip my toe into this “service thing” is if you 
let me pick the time, the service, the details, and after everything was perfectly to 
my liking, if the planets were aligned, and I had nothing else to do, I might agree 
to take a step forward and take time out of my busy life to put a check in the 
“service” box. And then I sing “All for Jesus.” 

I don’t know where I got the idea that the circumstances surrounding service 
were mine to control. Maybe it’s just selfishness or a culture where every hour is 
planned and marked on the calendar. The older I get the more it seems to me that 
it is not so much about control on my part as it is on yielding to the opportunities 
God places within my world, on His schedule. And yielding means I accept that I 
should actually do something for the benefit of someone else. The reason is love. 
By another name, we call it serving. 

Jesus engaged people everywhere. It would be impossible to quantify how 
many people He touched personally. He came to rescue sinners, to provide the 
way to eternal life. But while He was here, what did He do? He didn’t just talk 
about serving. He demonstrated it. He did whatever love required. And it wasn’t 
always convenient. He truly ministered in the community.  

Jeremiah 29:7 says, “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will 
prosper.” God has put us where we are to make an impact in our city, our 
community, and the world − one life at a time. 

In their book, The Externally Focused Church, Rusaw and Swanson describe 
this kind of activity as “willing to step outside the safety net of our church pews 
and cross the street into real-life, real world acts of service in order to share the 
truth of Jesus Christ.” 

People in local churches can make a strong, positive difference in communities. 
Men, women, and children become the arms and hands of Jesus in the world as 
He gives them opportunity and the willingness to engage others.  

A wise pastor once said, “people are not spiritually mature if they are not 
serving, no matter how much they know.” 



Weekend – A Fitting Memorial 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 
By Kel Cunard 

In the years following the Civil War, communities began holding tributes to the 
fallen soldiers of America’s deadliest conflict. Historians believe the first such day 
was observed in Waterloo, New York, on the 30th of May in 1866 during which 
the townspeople closed their businesses and put flags and flowers on the graves 
of soldiers.  
This “Decoration Day” became our modern Memorial Day by an act of Congress 

in 1971. Our nation pauses on the first Monday in May to remember those who 
gave the last full measure of their devotion to preserve and protect our freedom. 
In the same way, we gather on the first day of the week to remember the One who 
gave His life to pay the price for our sins. Through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, those who were slaves to sin can be set free indeed, and even 
though we regularly gather on Sundays to celebrate Christ, that action alone 
should not be the measure of our devotion. The question we must confront is 
whether or not our lives are a fitting memorial for the sacrificial death of Jesus 
Christ.  
In the moments before He ascended to Heaven, Jesus gave His followers their 

marching orders and the means by which they should honor Him. Read Acts 1:6-
8. According to His final words to His followers, a fitting memorial is defined by 
the fulfillment of the Great Commission. Join us this weekend as we evaluate how 
well we are witnesses for Him. 

Pray for the World: Ethiopia 
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Africa, is a landlocked country and a 

fertile mountain plateau surrounded by the drought-prone lowlands and deserts of the Red 
Sea coast, Eritrea, Somalia, Kenya and Sudan. English is widely taught; the official 
language is Amharic; and 17% of the 116 people groups are unreached. Of the 85 million 
inhabitants 61% are Christian and almost 20% are Evangelical. 

Pray for: a) Revival and growth to be sustained. b) Effective means for generating 
income to support Kingdom workers, to develop the needed structures and facilities and 
to fund social programs essential in the prevailing conditions of deep poverty. c) Continued 
unity and cooperation among leaders, qualities forged through past suffering. 

The growing and maturing Church needs co-laborers and partners in areas such as 
training, Bible translation, reaching the remaining unevangelized groups and holistic 
ministry – health, agriculture, education and community development. 

(www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 100 and 
give thanks, for the Lord is good and His love endures forever. 
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