
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – May 27, 2018 
Sunday’s Best: Marching Orders 

Acts 1:6-8 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are the top three priorities in your life today? 

• What were your top three priorities when you were a teenager? 

• What prompted you to reevaluate which things were most important to you? 

• In John 14:15, Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
On a scale of 1 to 10, how well is your love being displayed by your 
obedience? Why? 

• Read Acts 1:8, Luke 24:45-49, Mark 16:15 and 
Matthew 28:18-20. What actions and responsibilities 
are Christians charged to do in the parting words of 
Jesus? 

• How would you describe the marching orders for 
Christ-followers to someone who is new to the faith? 
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WEEK 22 
 Day 106 
Romans 4:13-5:21 
Ps 84 
 Day 107 

Romans 6-7 
Ps 85 
 Day 108 

Romans 8 
Ps 86 
 Day 109 

Romans 9:1-10:4 
Ps 87 
 Day 110 

Exodus 32-34 
Ps 88:1–6 
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Monday – Pursuit 
“ . . .yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears 

for a little time and then vanishes.” 
James 4:14 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Some couples know immediately they are right for one another. They meet and 

there is this instant connection and so they pair themselves together right away. I 

have to admit, that was not the case for my wife and me. It was love at first sight 

all right, but the love really only went one way. I spent weeks that turned into 

months convincing her to go out with me. At long last she relented and agreed to 

let me take her out. It was a long and sometimes arduous pursuit, but five years 

later we are married and expecting our first child! 

It’s great when things come easily, but it doesn’t always work out that way. 

Because we often have to work hard for things in our lives, we have to choose 

what we will pursue. I chose to pursue Hope, and to continue pursuing Hope 

because I was convinced that she was going to be my wife one day. Have you 

found what is worth pursuing in your life? What is it that you spend your time and 

effort for? 

Consider Jesus’ instructions to His followers in Matthew 6:19. “Do not lay up for 

yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” We are built for pursuit, and if you 

examine your own life you’ll probably figure out what it is that you are pursuing. 

Jesus makes it clear the things of this world aren’t worth pursuing because they 

can’t last. They were never meant to.  

What does Jesus say we should pursue? Heavenly treasure. The heavenly 

treasure of kind and encouraging words spoken to a spouse. The heavenly 

treasure of good works done for those who could not help themselves. The 

heavenly treasure of souls won to Jesus by your testimony. We can spend our 

lives pursuing things that cannot satisfy us and aren’t built to last, or we can 

leverage every bit of who we are for heavenly treasure.  



Tuesday – What’s in a Name? 
"In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." 

Acts 3:6 
By Jim Pike 

The mention of a name elicits certain responses. What comes to mind when 
the names of Warren Buffet or Mark Zuckerberg are mentioned? What about 
names of preachers like Spurgeon, Wesley, Moody, or Graham? What about 
names of military leaders like Napoleon, Washington, or Patton? There are great 
names in literature and politics, but when it comes to salvation, there is only one 
name that matters. It is Jesus − the name above all names. What a powerful 
name! 

In Acts 3, Peter and John were walking to church and encountered a crippled 
beggar. The beggar could not walk and could not go to church. He was not 
welcomed in the Temple. He asked Peter and John for money. Peter responded, 
"Look at us." That got the beggar's attention, thinking he was going to get some 
money. Then Peter said, "We don't have any money." The beggar's countenance 
must have fallen. He was accustomed to being turned down. Peter said, “I don't 
have any money, but what I have I give to you…" That poses a question for 
Christians. What do you have to give? Are you willing to give of what you have? 
Most respond by mentioning what they can't give. No, no, that's not the question. 
The question is, "What are you going to do with what you've got?" You can't give 
what you don't have. No one expects you to, but what are you doing with what 
you have. Notice what happened next. Peter took the beggar by the hand and 
said, "In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 

Shakespeare asked the question, "What is in a name?" Everything if that name 
is Jesus. There was healing for the cripple, sight for the blind man, life for Lazarus, 
forgiveness for the sinful woman at the well, a new life for Saul of Tarsus, adoption 
into the family of God for you and me, and salvation for all who call upon His 
name. But how shall they know unless someone tells them? (Romans 10:14)  

Our politically correct inclusive society says there are many roads to God and 
many ways to Heaven. Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me." When it comes to salvation, ". . . 
there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be 
saved.” (Acts 4:12). In the name of Jesus there is forgiveness, joy, peace, comfort, 
a wonderful life in this world and an eternal home in Heaven. That is what is in the 
name of Jesus. If you have Jesus, what are you going to do with what you have? 
Are you willing to share Him with others?  



Wednesday – Pursuing Success 
“. . . I am with you always . . ..” 

Matthew 28:20 
By George Volpe 

When we look at the animal kingdom, we readily see God has created all 
animals with the ability and the power to pursue their lifestyle. They are generally 
concerned with eating, sleeping, procreating and surviving. Their pursuits are 
limited to the physical realm. 

God has given us a spirit and the ability to pursue life beyond the physical. We 
can recognize and plug into spiritual life, or we can set it aside and ignore it. In a 
world only interested in carnal things, it is easy to pursue the objects of this world 
that constantly hit us in the face. After a few short years on earth, we leave this 
place for eternity. No exceptions. But as harsh as that may seem, we still work 
feverishly day after day to nourish the moment in this temporary world we have 
become accustomed to call our “home.” Those whose priority is Jesus and living 
with eternity’s values in our final home − our eternal home − are sometimes 
viewed as a bit extreme.  

It is easy for us to focus on the here and now. Treat yourself and your family 
well, make money, stay healthy, avoid suffering, give if you have anything left 
over, and be nice to everyone. Are those my primary pursuits? Not really.  

The demands on our lives are continuous. They devour large chunks of our 
lives while time rapidly disappears in the rearview mirror. We can get so entangled 
in our own pursuits that we don’t have time or capacity to even consider God’s 
will for us. We exhaust ourselves spending all our time within our own world just 
“staying alive.” God does not hold up a stop sign saying, “Are you considering 
how your plans and activities matter in light of eternity?”  

We’re good at Christian talk. What really matters is how we walk − what we do. 
What drives us? What we are pursuing? Does God have a purpose for me? 
Absolutely. God created each of us with divine purpose.  

In His final words on earth, Jesus gave His disciples unmistakable direction. If 
we are set on obedience to God we will pursue what Jesus wants. Here is the 
bottom line: It wasn’t the “great suggestion.” We are all called to disciple others. 
No exceptions. We get scared of the word “Go,” but there’s no need. There’s only 
one imperative verb in Matthew 28:19. It’s a process.  

Disciples of Jesus desire to disciple others. It is clearer to me if I say: 
“Therefore, in your going, your journey through life, disciple all ethnicities or races 
of people…” Read 2 Timothy 1-10.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1-10&version=ESV


Thursday – A Straight and Narrow Path 
“So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and 

peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.” 
2 Timothy 2:22 

By Vera Jo Strickland 

There is always someone following behind us to see, to emulate what they see 

in us. Am I easy to follow toward goodness and mercy or do I leave a crooked 

path of meaninglessness for others close on my heels? We are commissioned to 

“go and tell” that others may know our Savior, to become His disciples, to be His 

light in their realm of influence as well. His Kingdom grows by our obedience to 

this command with the power He gives in His Holy Spirit. 

As each day opens, I make choices every moment that I must then live with. 

Some will have no great consequences, yet others carry grave consequences for 

me and those who come after me. As I climb into this last season of life, and it is 

a climb, I want to ask myself another important question: Have I chosen to follow 

my Father, my Savior, to walk in His ways every moment of every day? Of course 

not! No one does every moment, every day.  

Poor choices are made repeatedly and yet His forgiveness and restoration are 

new every morning. Begin each day, before life brings its obstacles and trials, by 

making the decision to walk with Him and follow Him closely. 

When my choice to embrace His righteousness, faith, love, and peace are made 

early, it leaves a better trail for others to follow. My choice of obedience to “go and 

tell,” coupled with His Holy Spirit, reveal a powerful picture to those who must 

follow in my footprints − to show them Jesus and the way to forgiveness and 

restoration.  

Let us pray − Lord, give us the wisdom each day to seek our daily bread, to rest 

in Your promises and plans, to be able to face the problems You’ve allowed to 

grow, to perfect and strengthen us for Your glory that those who follow may see 

You from a straight and narrow path.  



Friday – Every Tribe and Tongue 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus." 

Galatians 3:28 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

The Great Commission is breathtaking in its simplicity. We are told to go and 

make disciples. It seems Jesus intended for His final instruction to be simple 

enough that anyone who heard and responded to the Gospel could also respond 

to the Commission. There is also tremendous depth to the Great Commission.  

Jesus locates the impetus for His commission in the authority given to Him over 

Heaven and Earth, and He ends the instruction with a promise to always go with 

us “even to the ends of the earth.”  

There is one aspect of the Great Commission I think deserves special emphasis 

today as we consider culturally the role race and ethnicity play in our society. The 

simple fact is that Jesus commanded us to go to “all nations.” Bible scholars have 

long debated what exactly Jesus meant by a “nation” but what is clear is Jesus 

intended for people of every race and culture to be represented in the global 

Church. 

I am guilty of believing I am called to “go” to people who look like me, people 

who act like me, and people who like the same things as me. But the truth is that 

idea is completely absent from the Great Commission − it is completely absent 

from Scripture. 

If we truly desire for our church to look more like Heaven, it means going to 

people who are different from us. I don’t just mean Gators sharing the Gospel with 

Seminoles or guys who drive Fords meeting the needs of guys who drive Chevys 

− I mean people who are of a different race and culture. 

Read Galatians 3:27-29 and consider who it is God is calling you to go to. 

Here’s a hint, if the people you feel most called to are a lot like you, you might be 

listening to your comfort instead of your God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A27-29&version=ESV


Weekend – Decisions 
“So therefore, any one of you who does not 

renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” 
Luke 14:33 

By Kenny Tibbetts 
   Each day of our lives is filled with decisions. Honestly, the great majority of these 
are minor decisions that won’t have that great an effect on our lives or the lives of 
those around us. Before we even begin a work day we’ve decided what to wear, 
what to have for breakfast, what route to take to work, and what radio station to 
listen to in the car. If you’re a parent, you can multiply those decisions by the 
number of little people who need to get ready as well. It would be hard to count 
the number of decisions we make in a day. The truth is most of those decisions 
will have only a small effect on our life. But there are times in everyone’s life when 
we must make big, huge, hairy, tough decisions. What makes these decisions so 
hard is that they will change our lives in a big way and will probably affect others 
as well. So how do we make these decisions? What do you do when you’re faced 
with a tough call? 
   In the weeks after the Church began at Pentecost, the followers of Christ 
experienced intense persecution. In this hostile climate, Peter and John were 
dragged before the religious leaders and their livelihood and lives were threatened 
for daring to proclaim Jesus had risen from the dead. Their bold decision was a 
testimony to the power of the Holy Spirit at work in their lives – the same power 
that should be evident in ours. Read Acts 4:1-22 and join us this weekend as we 
begin a new study in the book of Acts entitled Power. 

Pray for the World: Gabon 
The Gabonese Republic is a coastal, Central African state on the equator. Two-thirds 

of the land is dense tropical rainforest. Of the 1.5 million who live there, 79% profess to be 
Christian and another 13% Evangelical.  

Gabon is wealthy in resources, but many continue to dwell in poverty. Women and 
children are particularly vulnerable to poverty, exploitation and human trafficking. 

Spiritist beliefs and practices (Bwiti syncretism) are widely observed and deeply 
pervasive in much of Catholicism, other Christian groups and Islam. This continues to 
cause many to fall back on fetishes, hallucinogenic drugs, ancestral spirits and 
dependence on the medicine men who have held them in bondage for generations. Secret 
societies are common; many government elite, police officers and members of the army 
participate in often-bloody nighttime rituals including witchcraft and black magic. Christians 
who refuse to participate in these “harmless clubs” can be refused academic or 
professional advancement.                                                        (www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 101 and 
walk in integrity as you set your eyes on our Heavenly Father. 
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