
 
  



  



Sermon Notes – June 3, 2018 
Power: Unlikely Heroes 

Acts 4:1-22 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Do you know someone who is bold in their faith? 

• How would you grade (A-F) the boldness in your life? 

• How does the resurrection of Jesus give us the power to be bold in this life? 

• What is the most important phrase in Acts 1:8? Why? 

• Describe a time when the power of God gave you 
the right words and right time so that you could be 
a witness for Jesus Christ. 

• Who in your life needs to hear about the hope of 
Jesus? How can you share the love of Christ with 
that person this week? 

  

2018 
One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 23 
 Day 111 

Romans 10:5-11:24 
Ps 88:7–18 
 Day 112 

Romans 11:25-12:21 
Ps 89:1–15 
 Day 113 

Romans 13-14 
Ps 89:16–35 
 Day 114 

Romans 15 
Ps 89:36–41 
 Day 115 

Romans 16 
Ps 89:42–52 
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Monday – Boldness 
“So therefore, any one of you who does not 

renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” 
Luke 14:33 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Bold type like this stands out. Writers use it for emphasis, to make sure the 

reader understands a particular point. But what if a writer used bold text all the 

time? It’s the same when a preacher shouts his entire sermon, it may be attention 

grabbing at first, but it quickly loses its effect because it no longer stands out. It’s 

the same reason why as a classroom teacher I was taught not to yell unless it 

was absolutely necessary. If I yelled all the time, raising my voice lost its effect 

and students could put themselves in harm’s way, and I would be left with no 

effective way of getting their attention.  

What stands out in your life? What aspects of your life are written in bold type? 

Is there a part of who you are that those around you can’t help but notice? I invite 

you to take a few moments and consider these questions today. I would 

encourage you to consider whether your life clearly emphasizes Jesus, or if He 

gets lost in all the things you’re emphasizing. 

Read Luke 14:25-33. Jesus invites us to consider and count the cost of 

following Him. He shows us even good things we care deeply for will have to be 

set aside in order to be His disciple. In my life that meant setting aside personal 

and political causes I was once vocal and passionate about so that Christ could 

be the single emphasis in my life. It doesn’t mean that we must no longer care 

about anything else, but it does mean we need to examine our lives and see if 

Jesus comes clearly through all the other stuff. If He doesn’t it’s time for a serious 

reorganization of our lives and priorities. 

Is Jesus just one more thing you’re passionate about? Is Jesus only one level 

of the platform you stand on? Jesus tells us, “So therefore, any one of you who 

does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” The danger is that those 

around us who are wandering away from God won’t be able to see Jesus in our 

lives because He simply doesn’t stand out against everything else we’ve decided 

to use our time, effort and energy to emphasize.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A25-33&version=ESV


Tuesday – Imperfect People 
“… preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, 

lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” 
1 Corinthians 1:17 
By Faith George 

If you’ve been in the church for any amount of time, “Bible stories,” like those of 
Noah and David and Daniel, are likely passages in Scripture that you are familiar 
with. Being raised in church, I know I’ve heard about a thousand sermons 
revolving around those famous stories. The danger in that, though, is we tend to 
forget just how powerful these recounts of the Lord working through His people 
really are. 

We forget how God worked through His imperfect people: bringing a murderer, 
Moses, to Pharaoh and using him to release the Israelite people from slavery; 
using just a few teenage boys, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to reveal His 
power to the king of Babylon; how Samson became arrogant and broke his vow 
to the Lord, but He still used him as an instrument of power; and even though 
Peter denied Jesus, God used him, and he is now known as one of the boldest of 
His disciples. Not only do we forget these things ever happened, we forget that 
once we accepted the sacrifice of Jesus for our sin, we also accepted the gift of 
His power. 

I think the fire that once burned bright has long since gone out of the church as 
a whole, and what once was passion has slowly turned into apathy. We have 
become so familiar with the ancient stories of God’s incredible power that we have 
lost sight of the strength and might of the Almighty God we serve, power that still 
lives in us today. It’s not on purpose. I think we just get so caught up in our daily 
lives and the problems we’re facing at work, school or home that we forget the 
limitless power that lies within us. We tend to think speaking out for Jesus is for 
other, more qualified people, when in the Bible, God pretty much says the exact 
opposite. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. 

We have this uncontainable source of might and strength that rose Christ 
Himself from the grave inside of us. Yet, we blame God for the hurt and the 
poverty and the brokenness, not just in our personal lives, but in our world. We 
have been given the ultimate source of power to speak truth and life and healing 
into our broken world. Yet, while we sit idly by, watching this world cry out in 
heartache, everything always seems to be God’s fault. This week, think and pray 
about how God may want you to use His power within you to speak boldly for Him 
to a broken world.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A18-31&version=ESV


Wednesday – Wonder Working Power  
“For that a notable sign has been performed through them is 

evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.” 
Acts 4:16 

By George Volpe 

In the movie Toy Story, Buzz Lightyear tells the toys that he has the power to 
fly and use a laser beam. Woody spends a lot of time trying to inform him that his 
retractable wings are nice, but he can’t fly, and his “laser” is nothing more than a 
blinking light. When Buzz realizes the power he thought he had is no power at all, 
he loses it. 

The world sees power as enabling someone to do things that the normal person 
can only dream of. And dream we do, as evidenced by the plethora of super 
heroes and villains growing in popularity all the time, showing supernatural ability 
limited only by the imagination. Power is not limited to strength or physical ability. 
We have seen rulers affect nations and the world without lifting a finger, by moving 
crowds with convincing speeches, sometimes with evil and selfish intent. But any 
earthly powers that man can muster are limited to natural laws and natural results.  

I bet a lot of those entering the Temple were used to seeing the beggar Peter 
and John met at the “beautiful” gate. People likely expected him to be there, and 
maybe they passed by as though he was invisible. The crowds probably felt they 
could not do much more for the lame man than they already had.  

Peter and John were headed to the Temple for prayer. And prayer is important. 
But they stopped. They saw what Jesus saw. Here was someone they could reach 
out to. A problem beyond the help of man, but not beyond the reach of Jesus.  

The apostles were not pressing everyone around them to repent. They 
responded to those who God brought into their sphere of influence. I am guessing 
the apostles felt like normal people except that they knew Christ intimately and 
were fully surrendered to Him. They were available and willing vessels through 
which the power of God could work. 

The power of God was also evident when they were arrested. Peter and John 
spent the night under guard. It could not have been comfortable for them, but they 
were no longer living for comfort. They were already dead to the world’s demands.  

Under harsh examination the apostles displayed no fear, but spoke boldly, 
telling the unvarnished truth, lifting up Christ. There was no apology for speaking 
in the name of Jesus. And the Bible says the authorities “marveled.” They were 
unable to intimidate these men at all. 

God has not changed. His power has not diminished at all. He is still looking to 
work through those who are fully surrendered to Him. Read Acts 4:1-20.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A1-20&version=ESV


Thursday – Power 
And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will 

save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the 
others go every man to his home.” Judges 7:7 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Remember picking teams in elementary school gym class? Everyone lined up 

and then the team captains chose players for their team one by one. If you were 

like me, you probably weren’t the first pick. I wasn’t usually the last, but I was 

never the first. The first choice was Joshua Swartz. He was fast, he was tall, he 

could throw and catch, he was a fourth-grade all-star and he was picked first every 

time.  

Or maybe you can relate to choosing your partners for a group project. Some 

people looked immediately for their friends, but I always looked for the smartest 

kid in class who could get me an A. Later in life when you looked for someone to 

court, someone to date and eventually marry, what qualities did you look for in 

that person? When we’re picking our team, whether it’s for sports, a group project 

or for our lifetime teammate, we all look for particular types of people when we 

make our decision. 

God looks for a particular kind of person for His team too, but He does it very 

differently than we do. One of my favorite stories where God does this comes from 

the book of Judges. It’s one of my favorite stories in the Bible because I think it 

proves God has a sense of humor. Read Judges 7:1-8.  

While Gideon puts his army together he is no doubt looking for the best and 

brightest, the Joshua Swartz’s of the world, to go into battle with. God had another 

plan. God sent home all but 300 of Gideon’s men, and the three hundred He chose 

weren’t exactly the best and brightest. They couldn’t even get themselves a drink 

of water and God wanted to use them for His glory! 

So why did God choose them? The same reason He chooses you and me for 

His team. When God uses imperfect people to accomplish an incredible task, He 

alone gets the glory. Never think you can’t be used by God because of your 

brokenness, your past, or your lack of qualification. Imperfect, unlikely people are 

the only kind God is interested in using.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+7%3A1-8&version=ESV


Friday – Greatness 
“. . . fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through 

the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit 
not of fear but of power and love and self-control." 

2 Timothy 1:6-7 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

I don’t think any of us have the desire to be average. None of us want to be 

average employees, parents, athletes, students. We all desire to be great and to 

be a part of something great. We don’t want to work for an average company or 

go to an average school or cheer for an average ball team. We desire greatness. 

We don’t want to be an average church, we want to be great. 

Even though we desire greatness, we rarely attempt anything great. What stops 

us from attempting great things for God? I think if we take some time and ask that 

question the answer we come up with will be fear. We fear rejection, failure, even 

death and defeat, so we let the things God puts on our hearts to do for Him 

become merely idle thought. Paul reminds us in 2 Timothy that “God gave us a 

spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”  

If our fear is not coming from God, then we must simply reject it because it 

comes from the enemy. It may be simple to say that, but it isn’t as easy to do it. 

We will need power, we need the power God provides. If we are ever going to 

attempt and accomplish great things for God, it will be the result of God’s power 

working through us.  

What is it that God has put on your heart to do for Him? Will it be hard? Will it 

be scary? Might it even be impossible? Good. God is in the business of using His 

people powerfully to do the hard, scary and impossible things for His glory. 

Pray God would reveal to you what He is calling you to do. Pray He would 

empower you to attempt something great for Him. Ask God who He wants you to 

bring alongside as you obey Him. 



Weekend – Caution 
“Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? 

You have not lied to man but to God.” Acts 5:4 
By Kel Cunard 

A few years ago, a friend of mine asked me to help him turn his garage into a 
new master bedroom. While this might sound like a chore, I was excited. I enjoy 
home renovation, and this project was perfect because it didn’t cost me anything 
and if I messed something up, I didn’t have to live there. Win-win.  

One Saturday morning, we needed to move the power supply for his air 
conditioner. Now the electricity running to an air conditioner is 220 volts, and this 
amount of power is not to be trifled with. Before I reached in to disconnect the 
wires, I asked my friend if the power had been turned off. Without hesitation, he 
assured me it was. But when my screwdriver touched the conductor, the fourth of 
July erupted in his garage with sparks and flames and even a frightened man 
jumping and dancing with fear and trembling. With eyes like saucers, I looked at 
him and he looked at me, and he said, “Sorry. I guess it was still on.” No kidding. 
That moment melted the end of the screwdriver and took at least ten years off my 
life. And I can assure you I have never again approached electricity without the 
utmost reverence. 

The same should be true in the way we approach the power of God, because 
He is never to be taken lightly. Read Acts 5:1-11 and join us this weekend as we 
discover the same power that raised Christ from the dead is alive in every Christ-
follower, and we should move with caution in the presence of such power.  

Pray for the World: Ghana  
With grasslands in the north, farmland and forest in the south, the center is dominated 

by Lake Volta, Africa’s largest man-made lake. Ghana has a population of over 24 million, 
the official language is English and 86% profess to be Christian or Evangelical.  

Evangelism among the unreached, especially the northern peoples, is increasing as 
indigenous churches adopt the challenge of the unevangelized in their midst and send 
missionaries of their own. The Ghana Evangelism Committee was instrumental in 
catalyzing this movement. 

Mature Christian leaders remain at a premium. As churches multiply, biblical faith is 
challenged, and doctrines become confused. Compared with some other countries, 
however, Ghana is blessed by the number of training institutions. 

(www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 102 and 
trust that the Maker of the heavens is eternal and His years have no end. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A1-11+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+102&version=ESV


  



 


