
 
  



  



 

Sermon Notes – June 10, 2018 
Power: Fake Faith Alert 

Acts 5:1-11 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• In what ways do you see God at work in your church? In your family? In your 

community? 

• Have you been a part of what God is doing or a passive observer? 

• Is there something preventing you from yielding to God’s work in your life? 

• What smoke and mirrors (Fake Faith) have you 
created in your life that grieves the Holy Spirit? 

• Read Ephesians 4:17-31 and identify the 
characteristics of a new life in Christ Jesus. 
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Monday – Fake Faith 
By Kel Cunard 

“You have not lied to man but to God.” Acts 5:4 

    My first trip to New York City was memorable. My family and I were attending 
a wedding in New Jersey, and we rode a bus into the city for the day to see the 
sites. Our bus unloaded at the Port Authority, and we walked up 42nd Street into 
the heart of Times Square. This was pre-Giuliani NYC, and you could never find 
a more wretched hive of scum and villainy. Other than averting my eyes from the 
seedy establishments, we also had to carefully sidestep the garbage and other 
steaming refuse covering the sidewalks. I was beginning to believe the Big Apple 
was a big disappointment. 
    But then, I got the deal of all deals. An outgoing gentlemen at a sidewalk stand 
offered me a discount on one of his finely crafted timepieces. Having some lawn 
mowing money itching to escape from my wallet, I was intrigued. After surveying 
all the options, I settled on a surprisingly affordable Rolex that would surely be the 
envy of all my classmates. 
    In hindsight, my father’s knowing smirk should have been an indication of an 
oncoming life-lesson. That luxury watch didn’t even make it home before freezing 
up. My dad knew the cost of this Times Square watch was a small price to pay to 
understand an essential truth: counterfeits always come with a cost.  
    Counterfeit goods cost the American economy close to $60 billion per year, but 
the cost of counterfeit Christians is much higher – especially in the early days of 
the Church.  
    Moved by the grace and mercy of God and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the 
Early Church was marked by extravagant generosity. Those who had more sold 
what they had to meet the needs of those who had less. Many of the new believers 
sold property and gave all the proceeds to the Church to help advance the Gospel. 
Seeing this open-handed kindness, a man named Ananias and his wife Sapphira 
also sold a piece of property and brought a gift to the feet of the apostles. But their 
donation did not turn out as they had planned. Read Acts 5:1-11. 
    Ananias and Sapphira had every right to keep a portion of the proceeds for 
themselves. In fact, there was no requirement for them to give anything at all. 
Nevertheless, they chose to give some while giving the impression that they gave 
all. They valued the applause of men more than the approval of God. They 
weighed their options and decided being a counterfeit was not very costly. They 
were wrong.  

    The presence of counterfeit Christians could have cost the early Church its 
credibility and brought shame to the name of Jesus Christ. The Lord’s swift and 
severe punishment was not only a display of His power, it was also a reminder of 
the dangers of fake faith. We have no need to pretend to be something we aren’t 
because our Lord is never fooled. He can meet us right where we are and loves 
us enough to not leave us that way. Let His power and love refine your heart 
today.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A1-11&version=ESV


Tuesday – You’ve Got the Power 
“He is able to do far more abundantly than we could ever ask or 

imagine according to the power that is at work within us.” 
Ephesians 3:20 
By Faith George 

If you’ve been in the church for any amount of time, the Great Commission, 
where Jesus gives His final instructions for the disciples before He ascends into 
Heaven, is a passage you are probably familiar with. Being raised in church, I 
know I’ve heard about a thousand sermons revolving around those few verses. 
The danger in that, though, is we tend to forget just how powerful those final words 
of Jesus are.  

I think as a church, we have lost our wonder for the Lord. The fire that once 
burned bright has long since gone out, and what once was passion has slowly 
turned into apathy. We have become so familiar with the stories of God’s 
incredible power that we have lost sight of the strength and power of the Almighty 
God we serve.  

It’s not on purpose. I think we just get so caught up in our daily lives and the 
problems we’re facing at work, school or home that we forget the limitless power 
that lies within us.  

We forget how God worked through His people in the Old Testament: bringing 
Moses and the Israelites through the wilderness; saving Daniel from the lions’ 
den; killing Goliath through a shepherd boy. We even forget the miracles Jesus 
performed in the New Testament: calming a raging storm; healing the sick; even 
raising the dead! Not only do we forget these things ever happened, we forget 
that once we accepted the sacrifice of Jesus for our sin, we also accepted the gift 
of His power. When Jesus died, and the veil was torn, we were able to come into 
the presence of holy power. When He rose again, we were given new life by that 
power, and when the Holy Spirit was sent to us, that same power came alive in 
us. Read Romans 8:9-11.  

How is it we have this uncontainable source of might, and the strength that 
raised Christ from the grave, living inside of us, and yet, we blame God for the 
hurt, injustice and brokenness, not just in our personal lives, but in our world. The 
question is, “Why would a good God allow so much pain in the world?”, when the 
real question we should ask is “What did you do (or not do) with the power within 
you to change it?”  

We have the ultimate source of goodness and healing and love right at our 
fingertips, and it is our responsibility to aid the helpless and to love the unloved. 
This week, shift your perspective and consider what God may have in store for 
you if you begin to use the power He’s given you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A9-11&version=ESV


Wednesday – Do Lies Have Colors? 
“Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with 
his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds 

and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet.” 
Acts 5:1-2 

By George Volpe 

I don’t remember the first time I heard someone classify a lie as a “white lie.” 
The dictionary defines a white lie as “a harmless or trivial lie, especially one told 
to avoid hurting someone's feelings.” So according to some, it’s okay to lie as long 
as it spares another’s feelings. Likewise, disobeying God is “trivial” as long as you 
are making someone feel better. Wrong. A lie is a lie − no colors. 

It’s a good thing God is in control or all the attempts to redefine God’s law would 
produce a confusing mix of man-made opinions and dysfunction. Proverbs 12:22 
says “Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but they that deal truly are his 
delight.” That’s pretty strong language.  

The Apostle Peter must have been sensitive to the Spirit of God’s guidance 
because he knew Ananias and Sapphira lied even though no one had revealed it 
to him. Peter did not condemn them, he merely stated the truth. That’s powerful 
discernment; the kind of discernment we all would like to have.  

I believe Ananias and Sapphira were Christians. They wanted more than 
acceptance in the church. They wanted to be noticed. They wanted the praise of 
men. But they had another problem as well. They loved money more than 
obedience to God’s commands.   

Why did God take such a drastic measure with Ananias and Sapphira? These 
were formative days for the institution of the Church, the body of believers Christ 
promised to build, and already there were attempts to derail it before it could take 
hold. People knew of the miracles and the resource sharing among Christians. 
Unfortunately, some wanted to join Christian circles for selfish gain and were not 
sincere about surrendering to Christ. This was God’s way of defending the purity 
of the church from the beginning, keeping the Church on track, and recording the 
seriousness of Christian accountability. 

If we’re honest, many of us find God’s actions here offensive − but that just 
reveals ignorance of our sin and God’s holiness. We shouldn’t ask the question, 
“Why did they die?” Instead we should wonder, “Why do we remain alive?” 

The story of Ananias and Sapphira is a reminder that God sees the heart, He 
hates sin, and He is concerned for the purity of His Church. As Jesus told the 
compromising church in Thyatira, “All the churches will know that I am He who 
searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.” 
(Revelation 2:23) 

Read Philippians 3:13-21.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A13-21&version=ESV


Thursday – Fall Out of Love with Your Stuff 
“Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him 

was his own, but they had everything in common.” 
Acts 4:32 

By Darryl Mikulec 

Most of us have heard of the “one percent”, those who are the wealthiest in the 

United States. We can’t deny the large wealth disparity within our country when 

we see it daily through the lens of the 99%.  

Did you know you need an annual income of $450,000 to crack the top one 

percent of income earners in the United States, but you only need to earn $32,400 

a year to make the cut worldwide? Congratulations! Most of you reading this are 

actually in the one percent! The more sobering statistics are that one in ten people 

in the world live on less than $2 a day; the average wealth (home equity, 

investments, etc.) of an adult in Africa is $411; and we feel left behind when we 

don’t have the newest iPhone. 

Deuteronomy 15:4 says, “But there will be no poor among you.” This refers to 

the Israelites being commanded to forgive fellow Israelites their debts after seven 

years. This command was being fulfilled by the new followers of The Way, the 

earliest Christians. “… no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was 

his own, but they had everything in common.” (Acts 4:32)  

This isn’t the foundation for Socialism. This is simply God’s command through 

Moses in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 15:4) and Jesus’ in the New 

Testament – “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,” (Matthew 6:19) 

and “…sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven.” (Matthew 19:21) The early Christians were simply being obedient to the 

God they served. 

It’s amazing to think of the Church’s growth back in the early days − 3,000 and 

5,000 at a time! We often hear China has the fastest-growing church today, and 

in the same breath we hear Americans are leaving the Church in masses. I 

wonder how much of this has to do with our love of stuff?  

We shouldn’t be surprised that Satan loves how much we love our possessions. 

That alone should give us pause. I’ve heard it said we should never own anything 

we are not happy to give away. Most of us would shudder at the thought. By no 

means does this imply we should blindly give our things away. However, we will 

always struggle to show others who Jesus is if we’re living just like everyone else.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+15%3A4&version=ESV
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Friday – Don’t Be Like Ananias and Sapphira 
An excerpt from a sermon by John Piper 

   Ananias and Sapphira stand for… people who have not really been changed on 
the inside by being satisfied with all that God is for them in Christ, but who still 
want some place in the visible church. The reason they drop dead is not because 
this happens to all hypocrites. For example, it doesn't happen to Simon the 
Magician in Acts 8:20–24. The reason they drop dead is to give a stunning 
warning to the whole church that phony Christians will all end up this way, sooner 
or later. What was wrong with Ananias and Sapphira? 

1. They loved their money. They made the sale, they looked at all that cash, 
and they couldn't bear the thought of giving it all away. So they kept some 
back (v. 2). 

2. They wanted to look more generous than they really were. They wanted the 
apostles to think that they were like Barnabas perhaps. They wanted 
external religious approval. They not only loved money, they loved the praise 
of men—the two almost always go together (Luke 16:14–15). 

3. They lied (vv. 3–4). To cover their covetousness, and to give the impression 
of generosity, they lied. If you love possessions and you love the praise of 
men, your love for truth will dissolve into deception and fraud. That's the 
meaning of hypocrisy. 

4. And this always comes with hypocrisy—they discredited the Holy Spirit. 
Verse 3 says they lied to the Holy Spirit. Verse 4 says they lied not to man 
but to God. Verse 9 says they tempted the Lord. 

   How Is This a Discrediting of the Holy Spirit? One of three possible ways. 
1. One is that they may not have believed the Holy Spirit was even present in 

the church. Maybe they didn't even reckon with his reality. They may have 
simply functioned on a human level and never even thought about the real 
presence of the Spirit of the living God. 

2. Or maybe they believed in his presence in some theoretical way, but just 
didn't think He knew the thoughts of their mind. He was there, maybe, but 
He wasn't real. He wasn't a person who knew things and felt things and 
acted in real ways—like making people die! 

3. Or perhaps they thought He was there and real, but that He wouldn't really 
punish them. Perhaps they had a view of grace that says, "No matter how 
devious and hypocritical you are, God always tolerates everything." 

   Today, some people come to worship and operate totally on the human level, 
never even reckoning with the living presence of God in this room. Some come 
and give theoretical assent to His presence but don't really come to terms with 
the awesome fact that He hears every thought in their mind and sees every 
imagination of their heart. And others come and convince themselves that the 
thoughts of the heart are not serious enough to forsake because grace always 
means tolerance. In each of these three cases the Spirit is discredited and 
demeaned… This is the warning Luke puts before us so that we will fear bringing 
contempt on the Lord through hypocrisy.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A20%E2%80%9324&version=ESV
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Weekend – Power and Pain 
By Kel Cunard 

“They arrested the apostles 
and put them in the public prison.” 

Acts 5:18 

    Just because we believe it doesn’t make it true. No matter how much we 
declare bad things shouldn’t happen to good people, there are too many moments 
to the contrary that leave us scratching our heads. In those confusing 
circumstances, our hearts can question the heart of God and our minds can 
wonder if our painful problems have exceeded His power.  

    It would be better if we grasped that even when we are doing the right thing, 
life can go very wrong. While we should not attribute an absence of struggle to an 
abundance of obedience, we should also not panic when problems arise. The 
book of Acts is filled with accounts of people who paid a high price for doing 
exactly what the Lord told them to do. And at every turn, the power of God was 
evident and able to use even the darkest moments to proclaim the Gospel and 
bring glory to Himself. 

    How should we respond when persecution arises and our problems exceed our 
power? Read Acts 5:17-42 and join us this weekend as we see the power of God 
at work to set His people free. 

Pray for the World: Guinea 
Guinea lies on Africa’s west coast and 62% of the 10 million who live there, 88% are 

Muslim and less than five percent are Christian. 
Guinea’s foreign mission groups show an incredible level of unity, strategic coordination 

and quality of research. There is also an indigenous mission movement, which is still quite 
small and young but showing many encouraging signs. 

The Church suffered serious numerical setbacks in the late 1990s and early 2000s. 
Some established denominations shrank significantly, and evangelism and church 
planting slowed – probably largely due to nominal Christians falling away. Pray for 
believers who will persevere and pray against the enemy who seeks to destroy these 
young or weak Christians before they can grow.                       (www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 103 and 
bless the Lord for He has established His throne in the heavens, and His Kingdom 
rules over all. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A17-42+&version=ESV
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