
 
  



  



 

Sermon Notes – June 17, 2018 
Power: Arrested and Freed 

Acts 5:17-42 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Why do some people get disappointed in God? 

• What are unhealthy expectations we put on God? 

• What did Jesus promise to give us in Acts 1:8? 

• What was the power referenced in Acts 1:8 intended to be used for? 

• What are ways we sometimes misunderstand how 
God wants to use His power in our lives? 

• Why did God free the apostles from jail but allow 
them to be beaten? 

  

2018 
One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 25 
 Day 121 

1 Cor 7 
Ps 95 
 Day 122 

1 Cor 8-9 
Ps 96 
 Day 123 

1 Cor 10:1-11:1 
Ps 97 
 Day 124 

1 Cor 11:2-12:11 
Ps 98–99 
 Day 125 

Joshua 5-6 
Ps 100–101 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+10%3A1-11%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+97&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+11%3A2-12%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+98%E2%80%9399&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+100%E2%80%93101&version=ESV


Monday – There is Power 
By George Volpe 

“Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.” 

Acts 5:41 

When we think of power, we tend to think of physical things like huge machines 
with hydraulics that can move mountains of dirt, or airplane engines that enable 
planes weighing 400 tons to take off with ease, or people who lift ridiculous 
amounts of weight. But all of that is nothing compared to the power of God, Who 
created the entire universe by the command of His voice. 

Power goes way beyond the physical. Jesus took a small group of common 
men and used them to begin building His church with the Gospel. Men everywhere 
have tried to stop the growth of Christ’s Church but it cannot be done. The work 
of Christ continues because of the unstoppable power of God. And man’s greatest 
stronghold melts like hot butter against the power of God. There is no door that 
He cannot open, no intended result He cannot alter, no plan that supersedes His 
eternal plan. So much for a locked prison cell. 

Just think of what’s going on in Acts 5 (read verses 17-42). The power of God 
is evident as He uses the apostles to heal people’s lives. People who have little 
to be excited about are rejoicing just like when Jesus was with them. Their lives 
have newfound hope. They are rejoicing in the reality of God. And the apostles 
are not trying to upset the authorities or anyone else. They’re just blessing the 
lives of people and showing them Jesus. 

You’d think by now the authorities would realize this is more than just a few 
simple men clinging to the memory of the most amazing Rabbi whom they 
crucified. They were frustrated with Jesus and now they are frustrated by these 
men. Once again the religious authority of the Jewish leaders over the people is 
in danger. They have thrown everything at the apostles to make them stop but to 
no avail. They cannot scare them, smear them, or beat them into submission. 
They do not recognize that they are actually fighting against the power of God. 
Who would do that? 

The apostles were men of weakness just like you and me. But they were also 
vessels prepared and committed to God. In their weakness and surrender there 
was availability for the power of God to work. As a result, they were no longer 
intimidated by fear of how they were viewed, how they were treated, or whatever 
situation might develop if they proclaimed Christ.  

How could the apostles feel like rejoicing when they were “counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His name”? It takes the wisdom and power of God to view 
suffering and sacrifice as a blessing.   
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+5%3A17-42&version=ESV


Tuesday – Open Cells, Closed Hearts 
By Faith George 

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
John 8:36 

Persecution and imprisonment are not often challenges Christians in America 
have to face. Sure, we may get made fun of at school or work, and we might get 
some hateful responses to our posts on social media. But overall, we are 
incredibly blessed to live in a place where we can worship freely without fear of 
being persecuted. In spite of this infinite mercy, the contemporary church is still 
living in stagnancy, not necessarily moving backward, but not forward either, both 
as individual followers of Jesus, and as the Body of Christ. 

I think the reason for this is there is a different kind of imprisonment American 
Christians often suffer − that is being trapped in either the shame of our past or in 
the fear of our future. Being someone who has been on both ends of the spectrum, 
I can tell you both are ridiculous reasons to stay hidden from the will of God for 
your life. Not only are they ridiculous, but they are totally invalid in the eyes of 
God. His grace is bigger than your past and His plan for your future is wiser than 
anything you could ever dream up for yourself.  

I imagine myself standing in a prison cell, trembling with fear, when the door is 
opened wide. I see Jesus standing just outside the door, His arms outstretched 
and His hands held out as an invitation for me to finally see what it’s like to live in 
freedom. Why is it instead of taking the hand that bears our scars, the Church 
chooses to stay in the prison cell, deciding familiar captivity is safer than unknown 
freedom? This is not the Creator’s design. We were created for freedom, for life, 
and to have it abundantly. Read Galatians 5:13-25. 

Once we accepted the blood covering our past, we agreed to be a continual 
work in progress. It’s not as if God expected us to be perfect for the rest of our 
lives after raising our hands and walking the aisle. He knew exactly what He was 
getting into when He opened our prisons and broke our chains. He doesn’t expect 
perfection, He just desires faithfulness and perseverance, even when we feel like 
we’ve messed it all up − again. Keeping in step with the Spirit simply means 
choosing to walk with Him daily, submitting to His influence on your heart, and 
allowing Him to work in your life.  

This week ask that God would help you to live in the freedom Jesus died to give 
you. Remember and pray for our brothers and sisters who are being persecuted 
around the world.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A13-25&version=ESV


Wednesday – I Am 
By Cathy Slusser  

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. 
This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 

‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
Exodus 3:14 

I turned sixty in March and am finding this decade to be very freeing (at least 
so far). I realized I don’t have anything to prove anymore. “I yam what I yam,” as 
Popeye says. Near the end of my career, I don’t have to impress the boss 
anymore.   

My books fulfill my college professor’s predictions. I’ve had a horse, planted the 
roses, trained the dogs, sewed the quilts. The children are gone. The house stays 
clean. Not to say I don’t still have dreams or interests. It is just that I feel like I can 
relax and enjoy this season of my life. I’ve never really lived in the moment, but 
think this is the time. 

The best thing about this season is the relief from jealousy. The emotion that I 
felt when I was a teenager and saw that skinny girl in her tiny bikini at the church 
pool party. The constant comparing of grades and extracurricular activities in 
college. The zing I got as a young mother when I felt someone else’s child was 
behaving better than mine.  

Did you know that jealousy is a side effect of fear? Fear that we are not 
performing well enough, looking good enough, raising our kids to be enough. The 
fear that I am not enough. Sorry to say, we are never enough. We are incomplete 
without God in our life. He is the only One who makes us “enough.” He gives us 
the power to do what we need to do in this life. 

In this week’s story about the early church, the Sadducees were afraid. Afraid 
of losing their power, their wealth and influence. Their fear resulted in jealousy, 
and the Sadducees reacted in hostile ways to the followers of Christ who 
threatened their way of life. Their goal was to eliminate the church, but instead, 
because God’s power was at work, they only spread the mission of the church. 
Here’s the thing: God’s power is greater than anything we can imagine. The 
Sadducees underestimated God’s power. When I am afraid and anxious, jealous 
or fearful, it is a sign I am not trusting that God has everything under control. 

In the story of Moses’ call to follow Him, God calls Himself, “I AM.” At God’s 
direction, Moses left the desert and confronted a king. That’s all the power we 
need because it comes from “I AM.”   

Read Exodus 3:1-14. What was Moses’ situation at the beginning of the 
chapter? How did his encounter with God change him? What does it mean to you 
that God calls Himself, “I AM”?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-14&version=ESV


Thursday – Witness Protection Christians? 
By Darryl Mikulec 

“Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 

And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did 
not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.” 

Acts 5:41-42 

Since it began in 1971, over 8,500 witnesses and 9,900 of their family members 
have been protected by the U.S. Marshals Service in the Witness Protection 
Program. The goal of the program is to hide the identity of people who may be in 
harm’s way. Most are criminals who chose to blow the whistle on others to get a 
better deal for themselves, but others simply knew too much and were in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. 

For their own safety they chose to abandon their previous lives and move on 
with a fresh start. I think too often Christians choose to live life in a relative Witness 
Protection, separated from the world, and even separated from their previous 
lives. We should certainly think twice about our past company and the choices we 
made so as to not fall back into our previous ways. We also need to recognize 
that the people in our past are just as in need of a Savior as we were. 

Going further, what about when we suffer persecution for our beliefs? Do we 
“Count it all joy when we meet trials of various kinds, knowing that the testing of 
our faith produces steadfastness?” (James 1:2) Or does our pride take a hit, 
making us vow to never put ourselves out there like that again? 

In Acts 5, the apostles were thrown in jail for preaching about the risen Jesus. 
Yet when miraculously freed from jail, they didn’t duck into hiding, they went right 
back to the Temple to continue their mission − they just couldn’t keep quiet! The 
apostles actually rejoiced when they left the Sanhedrin because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for Jesus, followed by continued teaching 
and preaching in the Temple. (Acts 5:41-42) This sounds different from our typical 
reactions to rejection, suffering and persecution. 

Paul, who we know suffered more than most for the cause of advancing the 
Gospel, said, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18) Jesus 
Himself was the suffering servant prophesied in the Old Testament. “He was 
despised and rejected by men, … we esteemed him not.” (Isaiah 53:3) 

So, to be like Christ means to suffer in ways Christ suffered. Perhaps not to the 
point of death, or even harm, but maybe to the point of potential embarrassment, 
mockery, humiliation, uncomfortable discussions, or awkward pauses in 
conversations. Those are moments we should “consider pure joy” or “rejoice 
because we were counted worthy of suffering dishonor,” because we know it 
improves our public witness for the Name of Jesus.  



Friday – Standing Firm in a Hostile World 
by Jim Pike 

“So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. 
They seized Stephan and brought him before the Sanhedrin.” 

Acts 6:12 

A young woman in Italy opened her heart to Jesus after hearing a Gospel 
presentation and started attending an evangelical church. Coming from a Catholic 
home, her parents were not happy with her. She had a good job and a promising 
career, which was unusual for a young person in Italy. When she later felt God 
calling her into full-time Christian service, her parents were extremely upset, and 
for all practical purposes, disowned her. She was no longer welcome in their 
home. They refused her phone calls and returned her letters and gifts unopened. 
It cost her a lot to follow Jesus, but she was willing to pay the price. She would 
tell you what she gained in Christ was far more than what she gave up. 

Many Christians are coming under persecution. Some are languishing in prison. 
Some have lost their lives. Christians in the Middle East and Africa are being 
slaughtered, tortured, raped, kidnapped, beheaded and forced to flee. Churches 
are being burned, homes destroyed, and children butchered.   

Stephen was the conduit in the early church who brought the Gospel from 
Jerusalem into the world. All we know about Stephen is found in Acts 6 and 7. 
Stephen was the first Christian martyr, and his martyrdom marked the beginning 
of severe persecution of the church, which resulted in Christians being scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria. John MacArthur said Stephen was the catalyst 
who caused the explosion of the Church. 

Acts 6 tells us Stephen was full of faith, the Holy Spirit, and God’s grace and 
power. His faith had him thinking right and being filled with the Spirit had him doing 
right, enabling him to stand strong in the face of the opposition that ultimately cost 
him his life. Stephen would tell us what he lost in no way compared to what he 
gained. As the stones of his enemies were taking his life, he looked up to Heaven 
and saw the glory of God while Jesus stood at His right hand. “Look, he said, I 
see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 
7:35-36) 

Christians in America are under pressure in the work place, school and the 
public square. Some face opposition from family and friends. When we find 
ourselves in a tough spot, we are tempted to focus on the opposition, and retreat 
in defeat. The same power that enabled Stephen and the Italian woman to stand 
strong in the face of opposition is available to enable us to stand victorious in the 
face of opposition.  

We need to do what Stephen did − look up to Heaven.  



Weekend – A Big Deal 
By Kel Cunard 

“But there was a man named Simon… saying that 
he himself was somebody great.” 

Acts 8:9 

    There once was a man named Simon who wowed his hometown of Samaria 
with his magic. His tricks were likely a mixture of illusion, science and superstition, 
but his friends and neighbors “…all paid attention to him, from the least to the 
greatest, saying, ‘This man is the power of God that is called Great.’” (Acts 8:10) 
In his small pond, Simon was a big deal, but when Philip arrived the spotlight on 
Simon started to dim.  

    Philip brought the hope of the Gospel and the power of God to the people of 
Samaria, and lives were changed. When Simon saw his town respond, he wanted 
in on the action, but not for the purest of reasons. He wanted a piece of the power 
in order to reclaim his preferred level of notoriety.  

    We have a little more Simon in us than we would like to admit. While very few, 
if any, of us would dabble in sorcery, we tend to try and coopt the work of God to 
accomplish our will and promote our fame, not His. Read Acts 8:4-24 and join us 
this weekend as we discover that the Power of God is given to make a big deal of 
Him, never to make a big deal of us. 

Pray for the World: Hungary 
This landlocked, central European state has a population of almost ten million. Pray for 

sensitivity and a true servant attitude in seeking to help the Hungarian Church. The main 
ministries required of expatriates are leadership training and mentoring, equipping the laity 
and imparting missionary vision. The need is still very real for long-term workers who will 
learn the language and culture. 

Pray for: a) Scripture distribution. The Hungarian Bible Society was revitalized in 
1989. Pray for its ministry in distributing the Bible. b) Christian literature is in demand. 
Many new Christian publishing companies have been founded. The need continues 
for Christian books, written in Hungarian, that communicate the Gospel in today’s 
language and idioms. c) Christian media. In addition to many broadcast hours a week 
in Hungarian by TWR, opportunities are increasing for local Christian programs on 
TV and radio.                                                                        (www.operationworld.org) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 104. Sing 
to the glory of our God and may the gory of the Lord endure forever! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A4-24+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+104&version=ESV


  



 


