
  



  



 

Sermon Notes – June 24, 2018 
Power: A Piece of the Power 

Acts 8:4-25 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are examples of times when our wants and needs become the central 

focus? 

• Why are we prone to make ourselves the focus? 

• Review Acts 8:12. What was the central theme of Philip’s message in 
Samaria? 

• Read Acts 8:18-19. What did Simon assume the power of God was for? 

• How did Peter react to his request? 

• What ways do we assume God’s purpose is 
focused on our wants and needs?  

2018 
One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 26 
 Day 126 

1 Cor 12:12-13:13 
Ps 102:1–11 
 Day 127 

1 Cor 14 
Ps 102:12–28 
 Day 128 

1 Cor 15:1-34 
Ps 103:1–9 
 Day 129 

1 Cor 15:35-16:24 
Ps 103:10–22 
 Day 130 

Judges 2-3 
Ps 104:1–15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A18-19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+12%3A12-13%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+102%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+102%3A12%E2%80%9328&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+15%3A1-34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+103%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+15%3A35-16%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+103%3A10%E2%80%9322&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+104%3A1%E2%80%9315&version=ESV


Monday – In Remembrance 
By Kel Cunard 

“Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19 

We’ve all had that sinking feeling. We know there’s something we’re supposed 
to remember, but for the life of us, we can’t remember what it is. When I have that 
feeling, I check my pockets for my keys and phone and my calendar for a forgotten 
appointment When all else fails, I call my wife to see if she can put my mind at 
ease. Even then, there are moments when the feeling just won’t subside. I just 
can’t recall what I was supposed to remember.  

Sometimes I feel that way during the Lord’s Supper. I know I’m supposed to 
remember the cross and the empty tomb. I know I should never forget Christ’s 
broken body and poured out blood. I know as often as I partake of the bread and 
the cup, I should do it in remembrance of Jesus. But sometimes I still feel like 
there’s something I’m forgetting, I just can’t quite put my finger on what it is. 

If it was your first time in church, the Lord’s Supper could seem like an odd 
snack break in the middle of a service. From the outside looking in, all this talk of 
flesh and blood could be confusing. To an insider, taking communion can be so 
familiar that it begins to feel like an item on our religious checklist. We can easily 
find ourselves going through the motions and forgetting what we are supposed to 
remember. However, if Jesus took the time on the night before He died to initiate 
this sacrament, it must have tremendous importance. If He set it up to help us 
remember something vital, what exactly are we never to forget.  

I have come to trust my sinking feelings. When I sense there’s something I’ve 
forgotten, sadly I’m usually right. Maybe I’m also right about the Lord’s Supper. 
The longer I walk with Jesus, the more I realize how limited my understanding and 
appreciation of His life and death can be. The Gospel is simple. A Holy God made 
a way for sinful men to return to Him by putting our penalty on His Son. It is 
beautiful in its simplicity. God made a way where there was no way. But what I 
fail to remember is just how impossible that way once seemed. 

Read Jeremiah 9:23-24. When the Lord described Himself, He chose “steadfast 
love, justice, and righteousness” as the hallmarks of His character. We delight in 
His steadfast love and usually don’t struggle to remember it. However, we don’t 
recall His justice and righteousness quite so easily. His righteousness describes 
everything we are not. His rightness highlights all the wrongness about us, and 
His justice points to the punishment we deserve for our sins. As I partake in the 
Lord’s Supper, it is easy to remember His love. It is more difficult and painful to 
remember the cost of His love.  

While Jesus hung on the cross, He cried out, “My God, My God. Why have you 
forsaken me?” In that moment, God the Father turned His back on God the Son. 
He “made him who had no sin to be sin for us.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) Our sins 
deserved God’s wrath, and on the cross our due punishment was absorbed and 
absolved by His steadfast love.  

What we need to remember is that God did the impossible and today He meets 
us at the intersection of our greatest fear (His wrath) and our greatest need (His 
love). Now that’s something we should never forget.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+9%3A23-24&version=ESV


Tuesday – The Peril of Pursuing Greatness 
By Jon Bloom 

Philip, Stephen’s co-servant to the Hellenistic widows, headed to Samaria and 
preached and performed signs and wonders in a city there. Large numbers of 
Samaritans professed faith and were baptized. A man named Simon was one of 
them. 

Simon was a local celebrity. He was a magician of sorts and had mesmerized 
the locals with his arts. And they had given him the title The Great Power of God. 
And he loved it. He basked in his reputation and fed off the admiration and respect 
he received. 

But when Philip arrived, the game changed. The Gospel Philip preached and 
the signs he performed were beyond Simon’s abilities. Simon watched with 
covetous awe as the real, great power of God flowed through Philip. 

Then Peter and John showed up from Jerusalem. And when they prayed, 
people were filled with the Holy Spirit. This drew even more crowds. Everyone 
was talking about them. Everyone was mesmerized by them (or so it seemed to 
Simon). 

No one was mesmerized by Simon anymore. He was a has-been, a diminishing 
star. And like many who have once experienced the euphoric drug of other 
people’s adoration, he wanted that rush again. If he could somehow get this Jesus 
power, then once again he could be great. Once again people would hold him in 
awe. He was willing to pay a high price for that drug. 

So, at a discreet moment, he approached Peter and John with a proposition. If 
they would let him in on the secret they possessed, if they would share their power 
with him, a small fortune in silver would be theirs and no one would ever know. 

In a split-second Simon knew he had miscalculated. Peter’s eyes seemed to 
burn right into his heart. Read Acts 8:20-23. 

Peter’s words to Simon were not merely harsh. They were full of mercy. The 
love of self-glory is an extremely dangerous cancer of the soul and is spiritually 
fatal if not addressed. This cancer requires a straightforward, serious diagnosis. 
Both Peter and John had been beneficiaries of the Great Physician’s graciously 
severe rebukes. Maybe Simon would repent and be delivered. 

The Bible does not tell us if he did. Early church literature suggests that Simon 
later became a heretic, which, if true, means he tragically ignored Peter’s warning. 

But God does not want us to ignore the warning. This account is in the Bible so 
we will remember that God’s power is not a commodity to be traded. It’s not a 
means for us to pursue our own greatness or wealth. 

So, let us expect great things from God and attempt great things for God. But 
let us take Peter’s advice and do so “by the strength that God supplies − in order 
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 4:11)  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/simon-the-magician-the-peril-of-pursuing-greatness
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A20-23&version=ESV


Wednesday – Power of Prayer 
By Cathy Slusser  

Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, 
because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?” 

Mark 12:24 

When our children were small, we enjoyed taking them to the State Fair. We 
bought them armbands that allowed them to ride all the rides, filled up with funnel 
cakes, corn dogs and frozen drinks, saw all the animals and browsed the vendors. 
Everyone was happy when we got to the car for our ride home. 

Once on the way home, we passed a billboard for the Florida Lottery. We 
started talking about what we would do it we had a million dollars. As we listed 
our wants, an odd thing happened. The happiness we carried with us from the 
midway to the car vanished. Instead, we were cranky and out of sorts as we 
focused on what we didn’t have instead of the enjoyable day we just experienced.   

Sometimes, we think money will solve all our problems. Certainly, Simon the 
magician in this week’s story thought so. He wanted what Peter and John had and 
thought he could buy it from them. He didn’t understand their power came from 
only one source, God. God was who gave the apostles’ prayers power. Only God 
gives our prayers power. That power is also what makes scripture powerful.  

Lately, I have been meditating on scripture to counteract some stress in my life. 
I repeat over and over the words of verses like Psalm 23 to focus my mind on 
God’s strength and power. It is not that I think they are magical words like an 
incantation or charm. They are powerful words God uses to comfort and 
encourage. I’ve also taken to saying the scriptures in my own words to make them 
more relevant to my situation and life. For example, my version of Psalm 23 goes 
like this:  

When I let God be in charge of my life, I can trust Him like a shepherd with His 
sheep. There is nothing I need; not cookies or ice cream or candy, not clothes or 
jewelry or books. Though there are many things I want, I need nothing but Him to 
be content. He knows what I need to be at peace. Only He can give me 
satisfaction and completeness. When I follow Him in obedience, it is He who is 
glorified in my life, not me. Life is full of turmoil and hardship, even to the point of 
death. But, I do not need to be afraid. Because He is with me. He guides and 
keeps me safe. When He is in charge, I can relax. When I am under attack, God 
says, “Don’t be afraid! Let’s have a party!” He tells everyone I am His chosen 
child. In Him, I have more than I need. His blessings and love will last throughout 
life on this earth. And into eternity. 

Read Mark 12:18-27. Why was Jesus annoyed with the Sadducees? Why do 
you think Jesus combined knowledge of Scripture with the power of God?  

What is your favorite verse in the Bible? Meditate on it and see what power it 
has!   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A18-27&version=ESV


Thursday – Divine Power 
By George Volpe 

“This man is the power of God that is called Great.” 
Acts 8:10 

Philip was a common man—not an apostle. He was in Samaria on a mission of 
obedience while the new believers were being scattered from Jerusalem during 
the early days of the church. He was simply preaching Christ, and souls were 
being saved. The word of God was the power that was transforming the lives of 
people responding to the truth of the Gospel. 

We can be sure not everyone accepted the truth. There were and are forces at 
work doing everything possible to confuse and misdirect the simple plan of 
salvation. Satan seeks to obscure the moral requirements for Christianity, 
sometimes to water them down to the level of “magic” or some form of “good” 
outcomes by the hand of men, intentionally disregarding God. He seeks to impugn 
the need for God’s morality and bring it down to the level of man’s opinion, or the 
power of doing a kind deed.  

His success is astounding. By tempting men with comfort, their own way of 
doing things, their “rights,” their selfishness, and humanistic reason, he is able to 
convince the strongest of men that God’s ways are punitive and overbearing, 
instead of loving and salvific. Men who fall into this trap return to the kind of 
thinking that began with Adam in the Garden. 

In Acts 8 we are introduced to “Simon the sorcerer.” Here was a man skilled in 
the art of deception we might call street “magic.” He had everybody in Samaria 
fooled into thinking he was a man with the power of God, and his talent of trickery 
was a sign he was gifted by God. Scripture says “they all listened to him…” as if 
he was God’s messenger, while he himself knew this was not the case.  

Then Simon is saved. But as an immature Christian he makes a wrong turn, 
typical of a new, adult believer, erroneously importing into his new faith the 
baggage of errant human viewpoint and attempting to superimpose it onto the 
Christian way of life. He sees people receiving the Holy Spirit when Peter and 
John lay hands on them, and that power − real power − intoxicates him. His offer 
to purchase divine power was of course, sin, and Peter did not mince words.  

Maybe Simon sincerely wanted to help people receive the Holy Spirit. Maybe 
he had good intentions, maybe not. Trying to buy it was a big mistake. Maybe he 
saw dollar signs if he wielded such power. In any case, Simon needed and 
received stern rebuke, and it seems he learned a valuable lesson. Money can 
never purchase the power of God. 

Read Romans 1:14-20. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A14-20&version=ESV


Friday – The Real Source 
of the Apostles’ ‘Magic’ 

by Darryl Mikulec 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 2:38 

If you’re a reader of semi-obscure news, you may be familiar with a recent 
lawsuit involving the magician David Copperfield. If you stick to more mainstream 
news, the story goes that a volunteer in one of Copperfield’s tricks was hurt while 
carrying out one of his illusions and therefore sued the famous magician. The 
more interesting part that caught the attention of the media was that the judge 
decreed Copperfield would have to divulge the secret of one of his most famous 
illusions to the public. Copperfield naturally argued that it would affect his standing 
as a magician (though probably more out of fear of it hurting his bottom line). The 
judge didn’t see it that way, explaining that since over 55,000 people have taken 
part in this particular trick over the last 17 years, it’s hardly the world’s best kept 
secret at this point. 

I imagine Simon the Sorcerer in Acts 8 had a similar following in ancient day 
Samaria as does Copperfield today; it’s written that he amazed the people of 
Samaria. (Acts 8:9) This Simon Magus actually had an entire chapter devoted to 
him in Irenaeus’ Against Heresies, written in the late second century. So, he 
obviously was quite accomplished, or persuasive, in his time − though I’m not sure 
I’d want a whole chapter devoted to me in a book of that title.  Who knows, maybe 
Simon really was able to do supernatural things and it wasn’t simply illusion. After 
all, Pharaoh had sorcerers who were apparently able to conjure serpents by 
casting down their staffs (Exodus 7:11-12), and Moses doesn’t seem to imply that 
this was an illusion, he seems to infer that it actually happened. 

I can’t picture another famous magician of today, David Blaine, being 
dumbfounded by anything David Copperfield could do; I’m sure there’s admiration 
in the spectacle or appreciation of the overall presentation, but not by the illusions 
themselves. So, you could imagine the impact it would’ve had on first century 
Samaria if Simon the Magician was in awe of the power of Philip. (Acts 8:13) Here 
was a self-proclaimed magician who wanted to know how to perform miracles and 
bestow the Holy Spirit so much that he was willing to pay Peter to know the secret! 
(Acts 8:18) Simon apparently hadn’t heard that a true magician never reveals his 
tricks! 

Simon seemed to have the same problem so many of us struggle with today. 
He was full of pride and thought he was in control by thinking his skill and 
knowledge could determine whether he could fill others with the Spirit. Just like 
David Copperfield trying to keep us in the dark from one of his tricks so we’re in 
awe of his abilities, Simon wanted God’s power to elevate himself in the eyes of 
the Samaritans. Until we humble ourselves, relinquish our pride, and recognize 
that our only real power comes from the Holy Spirit, we’ll never be able to be used 
for God’s glory like the Apostles were when the Church first began.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+7%3A11-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A18&version=ESV


Weekend – The Power to Change 
By Kel Cunard 

“Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.” Acts 9:3 

    As a young man, Saul was on the fast track to success. The dream of most 
young Jewish boys was to one day be a part of the religious leadership. After all, 
they had a direct line to God, and they called all the shots. Who wouldn't want to 
be important? Saul was accepted and mentored by the best teachers. He rose to 
prominence among the Pharisees. When the religious leaders grew weary of the 
new Christian faith, Saul held the coats while the older men stoned Stephen. 
When the call went out for people to persecute the Church, he was first in line. 
Saul defined himself by his religious zeal, and he was proud of the person he was 
becoming.  

    But everything changed when he encountered the risen Christ on the road to 
Damascus. When the persecutor encountered the power of God, he was never 
the same. Saul became Paul, and the world was blessed with a missionary who 
shared the love of Jesus with his community and beyond.  

    That life-changing power was not reserved for an encounter on a dusty road 
2,000 years ago. Read Acts 9 and join us this weekend as we discover how that 
same power can still change lives today. 

Pray for the World:  India 
Geographically and politically, India dominates South Asia and the Indian Ocean. There 

are 28 Union States, seven Union Territories, 22 official languages and 1.2 billion people 
in residence. Less than six percent of the population are Christian. 

Training Christian workers is an important need that is immediately urgent and 
essential in the long term. The life and health of the Church depend on the proper 
development of pastors, teachers, evangelists and missionaries.  

In churches, poor discipling and lack of teaching and modelling of biblical life and 
leadership are problems. India’s strong tradition and religious, cultural and ethnic 
diversity make adequate training crucial, but most are sent out with very little specific 
preparation for their ministry context. New, creative ways for multiplying leaders must 
be developed. The need is greater than what residential institutions can produce, and 
90% of pastors lack access to adequate theological training.          (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 105. Give 
praise to the Lord, proclaim His name and make know what He has done!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+105&version=ESV


  



 


