
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – July 1, 2018 
Power: Transformed 

Acts 9:1-19 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are the similarities between Saul’s life before he met Jesus and people 

today who oppose Christianity? 

• Do you know someone at home, work, school or in your neighborhood who 
opposes God in this way? 

• When people display hostility toward the Gospel, are they rejecting the 
religion of Christianity or the person on Jesus? 

• Read Acts 9:20-31. What were the results of Saul’s encounter with Jesus? 
What did God’s transforming power compel Saul to 
do? 

• How has your life been transformed as a result of 
knowing Jesus? 

• What actions are you taking to communicate the 
Gospel in your sphere of influence?  

2018 
One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 27 
 Day 131 

2 Cor 1-2 
Ps 104:16–35 
 Day 132 

2 Cor 3-4 
Ps 105:1–10 
 Day 133 

2 Cor 5:1-6:13 
Ps 105:11–25 
 Day 134 

2 Cor 6:14-8:24 
Ps 105:26–45 
 Day 135 

Judges 4-5 
Ps 106:1–9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A20-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+104%3A16%E2%80%9335&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+105%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+5%3A1-6%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+105%3A11%E2%80%9325&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+6%3A14-8%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+105%3A26%E2%80%9345&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+106%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV


Monday – Not Much has Changed 
By George Volpe 

“Turn me, and I will be turned…” 
Jeremiah 31:18 

Defiance. Resistance. Rage. Angry words. Uncommon motivation to hurt others 
without mercy based on human reasoning and selfish ends. This is the picture we 
could paint of Saul of Tarsus. Read Acts 9. Fast forward 2,000 years − not much 
has changed. We see people all around us who fit that kind of lifestyle. 

We grieve over the terror we see in our world today and we shake our head in 
horror. The sights and sounds of violence and hatred are becoming 
commonplace. Children are killing children and people claiming to do God’s 
bidding are killing others with words and weapons. Love and respect is growing 
cold. We are witnessing a growing defiance of the foundations of law and authority 
that have stood the test of time and were intended to uphold what is right.  

Christians in the early church were well acquainted with the dangers they would 
face by acknowledging Christ. They stood against evil in spite of the persecution 
that affected their lives.  

For all eternity, Jesus sees every detail of every person who has ever lived. 
That is power beyond our comprehension. He saw Saul’s activities − beating, 
jailing, and killing Christians, seeking to exterminate them. Jesus confronted Saul 
with the overwhelming light of His presence, and Saul was blinded. Without God’s 
intervention, he would never see again. Both the loss and restoration of his sight 
proclaimed the miraculous power of God. 

Jesus communicated with Saul so that everyone around heard a voice but only 
Saul understood the message. God is not limited by anything. 

Saul did not have to obey the voice of God. He could have remained blind, 
refused help, and continued life as a pitiful and helpless man, lost in a world of 
hate and misunderstanding of who God is and what His plan is for mankind. Today 
the world is full of blind men. Meeting Jesus meant nothing short of surrender for 
Saul. 

God gives men courage when they face fear. Ananias knew Saul’s reputation, 
but Ananias obeyed God’s call to go to Saul. Jesus gives men power to do His 
will when that is not their reasoned choice. 

Jesus revealed Himself to Saul and gave him power to be a vessel for Christ 
despite his awful past. God still uses broken vessels today who have surrendered 
to Him regardless of their sinful past. The power of forgiveness, restoration, and 
sharing Christ is not based on any good we think we have. It is all of God’s grace. 

Jesus took one of His worst enemies and turned him completely around so that 
Saul finished his life sacrificing everything for Christ. He still turns lives around 
today. Read Jeremiah 21:14-25. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+21%3A14-25&version=ESV


Tuesday - The Call of Saul of Tarsus 
A Devotional by R.C. Sproul 

“But the Lord said to Ananias, ‘Go! This man is My 
chosen instrument to carry My name before the Gentiles 

and their kings and before the people of Israel.’” 
Acts 9:15 

Saul of Tarsus was present at the execution of Stephen and became inflamed 
with hatred for the followers of Jesus. He sought to destroy the church in 
Jerusalem (Acts 8:1–3), and then headed for Damascus to tear up the church 
there (Acts 9:1–2). 

Along the way to Damascus, Jesus spoke to Saul. A great light from Heaven, 
which Saul would have recognized as the glory of God, accompanied the words 
of Jesus. Jesus told Saul that in persecuting the church he was persecuting Jesus 
Himself, because the Lord is associated with His body. Jesus told Saul to go to 
Damascus and await instructions. When Saul got up, he found that he was blind. 
Saul now realized that the Christian claim was correct. The Lord who appeared 
to Israel in the shekinah glory in the Old Testament became incarnate and was 
now enthroned at the right hand of the Father. 

God called to a disciple in Damascus named Ananias and told him to go to Saul, 
lay hands on him, and restore his sight. Ananias was fearful because he knew of 
Saul’s reputation, but the Lord assured him that He had chosen Saul, and that in 
the future, Saul himself would “suffer for My name.” (Acts 9:16) So Ananias went 
to Saul, laid hands on him and healed him, and then baptized him into the church. 

One of the most alarming trends in modern Christianity, including even some 
conservative circles, is the trend to downplay and even despise Paul, formerly 
Saul of Tarsus. Paul is presented as harsh and mean, in contrast to Jesus who 
supposedly was nice and sweet. Some conservative evangelicals take it upon 
themselves to correct what Paul said in certain areas, particularly in the area of 
women’s role in the church. 

This is a very dangerous trend, because it is abundantly clear that Paul was 
chosen by God to be the author of most of the theologically weighty parts of the 
New Testament. Paul’s stature in the New Testament church was like that of a 
new Moses. God said that Paul was His chosen instrument. Those who presume 
to correct the Apostle Paul are presuming to correct God. 

There have been few conversions as dramatic as Paul’s. True conversion, 
however, need not be dramatic to be authentic. Think back on your conversion. 
Thank God for “invading” your life and calling you and consider how or if you have 
suffered for Him in His service. If you haven’t, should you have?  

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/the-call-of-saul-of-tarsus/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A1%E2%80%933&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A1%E2%80%932&version=ESV


Wednesday – Who is a Leper? 
By Cathy Slusser  

As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood 
at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

Luke 17:12-13 

I can’t remember the date of my first mission trip to Guatemala, but I can 
remember the way God changed my heart. I went reluctantly and came home 
passionate about the work Orphan’s Heart (now One Child) was doing at the 
Malnutrition Center in San Juan. 

Toward the last day, Bill Bennett teased me saying, “I don’t think you’ve stopped 
crying since we arrived.” Bill was right, the poverty of the people touched me 
deeply. But, those tears started the process of softening my heart toward the poor 
and outcast. Not just the children and families of Guatemala, but also the 
immigrant, the widowed, the poverty stricken, the hated and the ignored. 

When someone calls me a liberal, I stand a little taller, because I take it as a 
compliment. Studying the Bible, I realized God also pays special attention to the 
ones who are “marginalized,” those treated as insignificant, those who are 
powerless, even those who are ridiculed. 

I like to remember Jesus’ interaction with tax collectors, women, demon-
possessed and ill. These were all outcasts in his culture. Mostly, I remember the 
lepers. Lack of scientific knowledge and fear pushed the lepers literally to the 
outskirts of culture. In many places, they could not enter cities, but were forced to 
beg for assistance outside the city walls away from others. Jewish law said that if 
one touched you, then you were contaminated.  

Most people avoided the lepers completely, even crossing to the other side of 
the road when they passed by. But, Jesus entered their homes and even dined 
with them (Simon the Leper, Matthew 26, Mark 14, John 12). I imagine Jesus 
surrounded by lepers begging for his help, unafraid of disease or what others 
thought. His was the first touch that they had felt in years, perhaps in their lifetime.   

As He healed one after another, the only thing that was contagious was the joy 
they must have expressed upon being made whole. Our current news is full of 
people who are marginalized in our world. Some pound at our gates begging for 
help. Others give up, condemned to live a life as an outcast. Marginalized people 
live in our community; in our country; around the world. How will you follow Jesus’ 
example today and love the outcasts? What is He calling you to do? What is He 
calling our church to do? 

Read Luke 17:11-19. How many lepers returned to tell Jesus thank you? Jesus 
knew before He healed all ten that only one would give thanks, yet He healed all 
ten anyway. Have you ever helped someone just so you’d be thanked and 
praised? The man who returned had two strikes against him; he was a leper and 
also a Samaritan (a religious group despised by the Jews). Following Jesus’ 
example, what should our attitude be toward helping the marginalized? Who is 
God calling you to help today?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17%3A11-19&version=ESV


Thursday – Consider the Source 
“For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.” 

Romans 8:6 
By Faith George 

Arrogant. Heartless. Disobedient. Slanderous. Ungrateful. Selfish. These are 
not exactly the most flattering words I’ve ever heard, but they are the words Paul 
uses to describe the hearts and actions of people in the last days. Read 2 Timothy 
3:1-7.  

Sometimes while reading that list, I won’t deny that I nod my head in agreement 
as certain people come to my mind, and I even shake my head in disappointment 
at what a depraved society we have become. (Yes, I really do that sometimes. I’m 
a work in progress y’all.) However, Paul isn’t just writing about those who aren’t 
saved − in fact, he’s not referring to them at all! He’s describing the church. Ouch! 
He doesn’t stop there, verse five is the real zinger. He says, “…having the 
appearance of godliness, but denying its power.”  

How can we call ourselves the body of Christ if our hands are not serving as 
He would serve and our feet are not going where He would go? When we 
encounter the power of the living God, it’s impossible to walk away unchanged. If 
you think back to the miracles of Jesus, one of His most common phrases was 
usually something like, “Your faith has healed you. Now go and sin no more.” He 
healed the sick sinners, but He desired life change in return. That’s the beauty of 
Jesus. He’s not afraid of our sin, and our dirtiness certainly doesn’t hold Him back 
from touching and cleansing us. He accepts us right where we are, but He loves 
us far too much to leave us there.   

So how do we do that? It’s not like we were magically rid of all sinful desires 
and habits when we made the decision to follow Christ, and life change doesn’t 
happen overnight. Thankfully, our God is a God of mercy, and He is not unaware 
of the sinful nature still at war within us. He is so good, in fact, that He gives us 
His Holy Spirit to be our guide and our encourager to walk in the ways of God. He 
doesn’t expect perfection from imperfect beings, but He did give us the ultimate 
example of perfect love through Jesus Himself.  

Read Romans 8:1-11. According to this passage, whatever’s filling your heart 
and mind is going to overflow into your words and actions. This week, whether it’s 
through Scripture or worship music or something else, be intentional about filling 
your mind with the things of God, and look for the ways it influences your thoughts, 
words, and decisions.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A1-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A1-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=ESV


Friday – How You Should Respond to Evil 
by John Piper 

How should Christians relate to evil? Death? Natural Disasters? 
What about the evil and pain you confront in your own daily lives? 

 
Eight Things to Do with Evil: 

1. Expect evil. “Do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12) 

2. Endure evil. “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.” (1 Cor. 13:7; Mark 13:13) 

3. Give thanks for the refining effect of evil that comes against you. “Give 
thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 5:20; 1 Thess. 5:18) “We rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance . . .” (Rom. 5:3–5) 

4. Hate evil. “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.” 
(Rom. 12:9) 

5. Pray for escape from evil. “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.” (Matt. 6:13) 

6. Expose evil. “Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 
expose them.” (Eph. 5:11) 

7. Overcome evil with good. “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” (Rom. 12:21) 

8. Resist evil. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7) 

Four Things Never to Do with Evil: 
1. Never despair that this evil world is out of God’s control. “[He] works all 

things according to the counsel of his will.” (Eph. 1:11) 
2. Never give in to the sense that because of seemingly random evil, life is 

absurd and meaningless. “For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever.” (Rom. 11:33, 36) 

3. Never yield to the thought that God sins or is ever unjust or unrighteous in 
the way he governs the universe. “The Lord is righteous in all his ways.” 
(Psalm 145:17) 

4. Never doubt that God is totally for you in Christ. If you trust Him with your 
life, you are in Christ. Never doubt that all the evil that befalls you − even if it 
takes your life − is God’s loving, purifying, saving, fatherly discipline. It is not 
an expression of His punishment in wrath. That wrath fell on Jesus Christ our 
substitute. (Gal. 3:13; Rom. 8:3) Only mercy comes to us from God, not wrath, 
if we are his children through faith in Jesus.  

When we renounce the designs of the devil and trust the power and wisdom 
and goodness of God displayed in the humble triumphs of Jesus Christ, we fulfill 
God’s purpose in letting Satan live a little longer. We glorify the infinitely superior 
worth of Jesus. So, I invite you to trust Him and to stand in awe of how He saves 
you and defeats Satan in one great sacrifice of love.  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-you-should-respond-to-evil/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%204.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%2013.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2013.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%205.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.%205.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%205.3%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2012.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%206.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%205.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2012.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2011.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2011.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20145.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%203.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%208.3


Weekend – Unpredictable Power 
By Kel Cunard 

“Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me…” Acts 12:11 

There was no honeymoon period for the Early Church. Instead of a season of 
calm and hope, its early days were marked by pain, suffering and persecution. 
King Herod was not a fan of this newfound faith, and Peter found himself behind 
bars, imprisoned for simply sharing the love of Christ with his community. As Peter 
awaited his execution, he was chained between two soldiers with sentries posted 
at his cell door, and four squads of soldiers guarding the prison. Peter’s fate 
seemed to be sealed. 

But while Peter was on his last leg, the church was on their knees. They 
earnestly prayed for the Lord to use His power to set Peter free. Read Acts 12:6-
19.  

When all hope seemed to be lost the power of God set Peter free. An angel 
delivered him from his captivity and rescued him from certain death. Stories of 
such power inspire us and strengthen our faith. And the same God still has the 
same power to work in our lives today. If God is for us, who can be against us? 
And yet, this chapter of the book of Acts begins on a somber note. “About that 
time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. He 
killed James the brother of John with the sword...” (Acts 12:1-2) The same God 
who saved Peter, also let James die by the sword. What do we do when the power 
of God does not work according to our plans? Join us this weekend as we confront 
our confusion about God’s unpredictable power.  

Pray for the World:  Iceland 
Geographically, Iceland is a volcanic island in the North Atlantic; mountainous and 

largely barren with many large glaciers. 
90% of the 330,000 who live there are Christian. There are 11 people groups of 

which nine percent are unreached. 
The Bible Society launched in 2000 a new Bible translation, which was well 

received. The 2007 release of the 100-Minute Bible in Icelandic resulted in many 
acquiring Bibles. Pray that many would come back into contact with the transforming 
Word of God. 

Christian Radio. Radio Lindin, which can reach about 90% of the population, 
remains on air and is a blessing to believers. And it has been used to bring some 
unbelievers to faith. It is also available via the Internet.                   (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 106 and 
give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His steadfast love endues forever!  

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+106&version=ESV


  



 


