
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – July 8, 2018 
Power: The Perplexing Master Plan 

Acts 12:1-19 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Read Acts 12. What is God doing in this chapter? Why is it significant? 

• In the face of trials and pressures, we pray (12:5) and we sleep (12:6). How 
can sleep be an act of worship?  

• What do you observe about the faith of the church while they prayed for 
Peter’s release? 

• The Word of God increased and multiplied through all of the trials. Why is this 
profound and helpful? 

• When a critic taunts, “How can a loving God allow 
such evil and suffering in this world?” How should 
you respond? 

• What was something from this week’s sermon that 
stood out and grabbed your attention? How will it 
impact your walk with Jesus this week?  

2018 
One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 28 
 Day 136 

2 Cor 9-10 
Ps 106:10–22 
 Day 137 

2 Cor 11 
Ps 106:23–33 
 Day 138 

2 Cor 12 
Ps 106:34–48 
 Day 139 

2 Cor 13 
Ps 107:1–7 
 Day 140 

Judges 6-7 
Ps 107:8–19 
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Monday – Two Prison Breaks, 
Two Different Outcomes 

By Darryl Mikulec 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9 

After reading Acts 12:6-19, my first thought was to marvel at God’s power and 
sovereignty for remarkably freeing Peter from prison. Certainly, this was a miracle 
that could only be attributed to God, but then I was left wondering about the 
passage just a few chapters later (Acts 16) when Paul and Silas were miraculously 
freed from prison in Philippi. According to Roman custom, a jailer was held 
accountable for their prisoners, so if any escaped, the jailer would be put to death. 
That was obviously extra incentive to keep an eye on prisoners and there would, 
understandably, be great trepidation at the realization of an escape. 

God surely had different plans for the Philippian jailer than He did for Peter, 
since Paul, Silas, and the rest of the prisoners purposely stayed in the jail after 
the great earthquake. This prompted the jailer to ask, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” (Acts 16:30) Eventually his entire household would believe in God. But 
then what about Peter’s jailers? 

Acts 12:19 says that Herod “… examined the sentries and ordered that they 
should be put to death.” We never find out if that actually happened, but knowing 
how terrible Herod was, I doubt he failed to follow through on that order. 

So here we have two accounts of prison breaks, with two different outcomes for 
the jailers. Does that seem fair? God could have chosen to save all the jailers, not 
just the Philippian jailer, though He didn’t. Why? Surely, we would have if it was 
up to us. 

The problem of evil and suffering in this world is beyond the scope of a short 
devotional. C.S. Lewis summarized it like this in his book, The Problem of Pain: 
“if God is wiser than we, His judgments must differ from ours on many things, and 
not least on good and evil. What seems to us good may therefore not be good in 
His eyes, and what seems to us evil may not be evil.” 

Our finite minds and simple, often selfish, understanding of the world around us 
make us incapable of grasping the big picture God has. Romans 8:18 says, “For 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us.” Later in verse 28 Paul says, “We know that for 
those who love God all things work together for good.” One of the purposes of 
meditating on His Word is to have these verses tucked away for just the right time, 
so God, in His timing, can speak to us when we need it most. 

However, if you try mentioning these verses to someone currently going 
through a trial, you’re probably not going to get the reaction you hoped for. God 
mourns when we mourn, so our initial attempts shouldn’t be made to cheer 
somebody up or reassure them with Gospel promises; we should first mourn with 
them. Oftentimes in our lives we’re the Philippian jailer, the beneficiary of God’s 
grace and goodness; sometimes we’re Peter’s jailers. God’s plan remains 
unchanged no matter which one we are.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+12%3A6-19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16&version=ESV


Tuesday – Power of Life 
By Nick Molick 

“But he took her by the hand 
and said, “My child, get up!” 

Luke 8:54 

We like to think we are the ones in control of most if not all circumstances in 
our lives. It’s only when things go a little sideways that we begin to realize how 
truly powerless we are in the grand scheme of things.  

In this world our lives get messy, get out of control, and we want desperately to 
have them corrected, to be made right, to have peace. We often try to accomplish 
that on our own, and we only end up frustrated when we find out we can’t do it 
without help. Jesus is the One who regularly goes to the messiest lives with the 
most difficult situations in the most hopeless times to provide peace, order and 
occasionally a new life built on faith in the One who created everything.  

In Luke 8:40-56 we see Jesus among the crowds gathered to see Him. Jairus, 
a ruler of the synagogue was there and requested Jesus’ help with his sick 
daughter. The account in Luke tells us that Jesus was on His way to Jairus’ house 
when the crowds grew, and a woman was healed when she touched Jesus’ 
garment. All of this happened while Jairus desperately wanted Jesus to find the 
onramp to the highway and take it quickly to his house to heal his daughter.  

I can identify with Jairus. He wanted Jesus to intervene, to do something and 
to do it quickly, but circumstances kept Jesus from being able to do the very thing 
Jairus wanted done. This type of thought however shows very little faith; we all 
know Who is really in control even in this situation. The crowds and the newly 
healed woman were all part of Jesus’ plan. Jesus commented on the woman’s 
faith that led to her healing and then the news came of Jairus’ daughter’s death.  

Jesus heard this and His command to her father was, “Do not be afraid, just 
believe, and she will be healed.” This simple yet profound command needs to be 
heeded by all of us.  

Does our fear in tough circumstances alter Jesus’ power? No. Does our inability 
to change the difficulties in our lives mean that Jesus cannot affect them? No. So 
clearly with seemingly everything working against Jesus and Jairus, Jesus 
showed His authority over life and circumstances and invites all of us to take 
comfort in Him, allowing our faith to be strengthened.  

What circumstances in your life have caused you to attempt to take control and 
show less faith than usual?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A40-56&version=ESV


Wednesday – Walking with God 
By Cathy Slusser  

“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to 
fear the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to 
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

Deuteronomy 10:12 

Facebook is a deceiver. Not everything you read there is accurate. Don’t believe 
me? Just take a look at my page. I write about my dog who is amazing and wins 
lots of ribbons at shows. She has four scent work titles and a dock diving title just 
for jumping off a dock and flying through the air into a pool. I’ve published four 
books and am working on a fifth. Historical fiction is my thing. I am also a 
seamstress. I can choose colors and fabric that coordinate. I whip up curtains or 
quilts in a weekend. Those are the kinds of things you will read on my Facebook 
page. But, you won’t see my mistakes. 

I am not a painter. I tried to make an old end table of my grandmother’s look 
more like an antique (really?!) and paint it white before applying an “antique 
glaze”. Though I first sanded the table, the finished product looked like a 
sunburned tourist with peeling strips of white.  

Neither am I an upholsterer. I thought I could restore a chair of my 
grandmother’s that sat rotting in the attic. I pulled all the old fabric off only to 
discover that the fabric was holding the chair together. The wood pegs in the 
frame came apart leaving some perfectly lovely arms and legs separated by 
rusting metal springs, webbing and what looks gruesomely like horse hair. 

No, on Facebook you will not see my failures even though my life is not perfect. 
I don’t write about the MRI and lab results, the half cherry pie I ate alone, the fights 
with my spouse, the dog hair covered sofas. I don’t tell about the three tires I had 
to replace, or the water leak caused by a backed up septic tank or the fire in my 
drier. I keep those events to myself.  

There is one thing I am consistent about − I know for a fact that the same God 
who smiles when my dog jumps fourteen feet, weeps with me over my medical 
reports. He delights in my “do it yourself” attitude and urges me to make peace 
with my spouse.  

God is not just in my life, or yours for that matter, only in the good times. We 
can count on Him to be there in the bad. He walks with us though the paths are 
not always easy ones. 

Read Deuteronomy 10:12-22. This is part of Moses’ last address to the 
Israelites before he dies. He is reminding them of all the things God has done for 
them. List all the things in these verses that Moses thought it was important for 
them to know. What does “walk in obedience with God mean to you”? What were 
the benefits of walking with God for the Israelites? For you?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+10%3A12-22&version=ESV


Thursday – When All Seems Lost 
By Nick Molick 

“And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, 
and a light shone in the cell…” Acts 12:7 

 

There is a strange dichotomy for Christians; we tend to give the devil either too 
much credit, or blame, while diminishing God’s power in our daily lives and in how 
we go about carrying out the Great Commission. We see Satan as always present 
and ready to introduce some type of trap, stumbling block or worse. We at times 
put God in the complete background of our circumstances like some far off hope 
we would be better off not pining after anyway. I believe quite the opposite is the 
truth.  

We do a fine job on our own introducing traps, stumbling blocks and at times 
even worse things in our own lives. This is not to say that evil and Satan and his 
demons are not at work. They certainly are. I mean the Cubs won the World Series 
for crying out loud (I’m a die-hard Cardinals fan!). We tend to excel at getting in 
our own way and concentrating on the negative. This is where a focus on God 
saves us. 

Look at the circumstances we see in Acts 12: 1-19. It is not a best-case 
scenario. James, the brother of John has been killed and things are not looking 
that great for Peter. This is when God’s power, love and patience need to be 
remembered. We know scripture tells us that God’s ways and thoughts are not 
like our ways and thoughts and praise be to Him for that because looking at these 
circumstances from a purely human standpoint makes us want to throw our hands 
up in frustration or be paralyzed by fear. God tells us to “fear not” roughly 365 
times in the Bible (depending on version and interpretation). I do not think that is 
some type of wonderful coincidence, I believe this is our Lord’s way of saying; 
“Listen, I know things don’t look great right now and this isn’t how you saw things 
working out but I’m still here and I still love you and, in My power, do not fear.”  

Peter and the rest of the apostles were in quite a tenuous position, yet God sent 
an angel to free Peter because God had other plans for him despite Herod’s 
intentions. God had still more work for Peter and the remaining apostles to do and 
that should be a call to action for us.  

God tells us not to fear, no matter the circumstance and He has also charged 
us with making disciples no matter our own circumstances. If biblical history and 
God’s promises are any indicator, I think we can rest easy in His power and fear 
not.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+12%3A+1-19&version=ESV


Friday – Whose Plan Is It? 
By George Volpe 

“Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: 
is there anything too hard for me?” 

Jeremiah 32:27 

By killing the one who had disrupted their religious thinking, the Jews thought 
they had accomplished their purpose in wiping out “The Way” as they called it. 
They did not realize their evil was allowed by God to accomplish His eternal plan 
to provide a Savior, forever victorious over sin and death. 

But the Jews did not understand what was happening. They did not believe they 
were dealing with the God they claimed to worship and obey. And they still don’t. 
They twisted the religion they had created, dishonored God and conveniently 
ignored His greatest commandments.  

They had only physical power at their disposal, and they continued to fight 
against the growing acceptance of Christianity using physical means. When 
Herod killed James it was no surprise to the apostles. Jesus had warned them 
this would happen. I imagine there were people who could not accept that such a 
powerful God who did wonderful miracles would allow one of His apostles to die 
at the whim of a ruthless tyrant. Where is God when you need Him? Why doesn’t 
He step in and show His power at such a time as this? The answer is simple. He 
did. 

James’ life changed when he committed to trust Christ. It was no longer about 
his plans, his comfort, his lifestyle, his anything. It was about eternity. It was about 
Jesus. God gave James the power to die for Him. And many more would follow. 
Today all the apostles breathe new air in the land of the living. 

Peter was next on Herod’s list. But God’s plan would not allow this. Once again 
God steps into the physical world He created, overruling physical laws He Himself 
created, in order to continue to use Peter to grow the church. Soldiers, shackles, 
chains and prison doors could not prevent Peter from the work God had called 
him to do. Peter was as amazed as anyone that he walked out of prison so easily. 
But given the chance, he didn’t run. He obeyed the voice of God and shared the 
Gospel again in public the next morning. Herod was furious, and the gatekeepers 
were put to death.  

God’s intervention in the lives of James and Peter shows His unstoppable 
power in different ways but for the same purpose − to fulfill His plan and bring Him 
glory. We may not understand why or how God uses us. But we can be sure that 
He will accomplish His will regardless of what is humanly impossible.   



Weekend – Gospel Goodbyes 
By Kel Cunard 

“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.” 

Acts 13:2 

It’s not easy to say goodbye. We are creatures of habit, and we come to expect 
that certain people will be there. They are part of our routine, part of what we call 
normal, and we can’t imagine what life would be like without them.  

Goodbyes don’t get any easier when they are God’s idea. Life within the Body 
of Christ is marked by a particular type of farewell – the Gospel goodbye. If the 
purpose of creation is the glory of the Creator, then the reason we are here is to 
make Christ known. And there are more than a few moments when the Lord leads 
part of His family to upset our normal routine and step away to fulfill His will.  

Such was the case when the Holy Spirit set aside Paul and Barnabas to leave 
the Church at Antioch and go into the world to share the Gospel. Undoubtedly the 
folks in Antioch wondered how they would go on without Paul the church planter 
and Barnabas the encourager, but the power of God is not hindered even when 
His best people say goodbye for the Gospel.  

Read Acts 13:1-12 and join us this weekend as we consider how FBC Palmetto 
can be a church that is ready and willing to say goodbye for the good of the 
Gospel.

Pray for the World:  Indonesia 
Geographically, this Republic includes 17,500 Islands in the Indian and Pacific Oceans 

between Malaysia and Australia. Of these, 6,000 are inhabited by 232 million people with 
a dominant Muslim presence. Only 15% proclaim to be Christian. There are 722 
languages across 33 provinces. As Indonesian increases in use as a common language, 
it lessens the importance of smaller languages to the younger generations, unifying the 
nation. 

A spiritual conflict rages for Indonesia. Ancient and strong occult powers seek to 
oppose the influence of the Gospel, while modern Muslim stratagems seek to 
eliminate Christianity and remove the presence of the Good News. Pray specifically 
for the binding of these powers and for continued growth of the Church in the midst 
of intense opposition and growing persecution.                                (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 107 and 
give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and His steadfast love endures forever! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A1-12+&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107&version=ESV


  



 


