
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – July 15, 2018 
Power 

Acts 13:1-12 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What purposes do airports play? What is the goal of going to an airport?? 

• How have churches lost sight of their original purpose? 

• What was different about the church in Antioch verses the church in 
Jerusalem? 

• How are the men named in verse 1 similar? How are they different? 

• Why did the Antioch church send out it’s best 
people? 

• What is God calling you to do? Where is God calling 
you to go?  

2018 
One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 29 
 Day 141 

Gal 1-2 
Ps 107:20–29 
 Day 142 

Gal 3-4 
Ps 107:30–43 
 Day 143 

Gal 5-6 
Ps 108 
 Day 144 

Judges 13-16 
Ps 109:1–10 
 Day 145 

Matt 1-2 
Ps 109:11–31 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+13%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A20%E2%80%9329&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A30%E2%80%9343&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal+5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+108&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+13-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+109%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+109%3A11%E2%80%9331&version=ESV


Monday – Tell Me the Story of Jesus 
By George Volpe 

“Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, 
for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.” 

Acts 13:12 

Two hundred twenty miles on horseback. I get sore just thinking about it. That’s 
roughly how far Saul of Tarsus travelled to reach Damascus, Syria searching for 
Christians to punish. I call that seriously motivated.  

When Saul was confronted by Jesus on the road to Damascus, he experienced 
firsthand the inexplicable power of God. He would never be the same. Saul was 
saved around 36 AD. About eight years later he left Tarsus and was brought to 
the church of Antioch in Syria by Barnabas. While ministering in the Antioch 
church, the Holy Spirit directed that Saul (also known as Paul) and Barnabas be 
appointed to the work of sharing and spreading the Gospel message in Asia 
Minor. 

How did these men get their direction from God? The Bible says there were 
prophets and teachers at that church who were “ministering and fasting.” They 
were not just busy. We’re all busy. They were sacrificing their lives, their time, 
their own physical strength to enhance their spiritual sensitivity to God, to stay 
close to God, to be guided by God, to be open to the power of God. How exactly 
God communicated His desire to them is not revealed, but we know they were 
absolutely sure what He was asking of them and they were ready to receive His 
will.  

God has the power to communicate to anyone, anytime, anywhere. We tend to 
think these men had advantages with God that we don’t have. Is God really more 
silent now? We wish He would speak openly, and that would be pretty scary. If 
we can’t hear Him the way we want to, we fall into the trap of thinking He just 
doesn’t want to communicate with us. But we’re talking about the One who 
created communication. He is not limited. 

Paul and Barnabas began this missionary journey on the island of Cyprus, 
Barnabas’ birthplace. After preaching in several cities, the island's Roman 
governor requested a meeting with them so he could personally hear the Gospel 
message. The power of the Word of God was compelling. 

Accompanying the governor to the meeting was a sorcerer and false prophet 
known as Elymas. Elymas resisted the Gospel and tried to prevent the governor 
from accepting the truth of God. The Apostle Paul perceived Elymas' intentions 
and responded immediately, bringing temporary physical blindness to him. The 
governor, astonished at what he saw, believed and received the Gospel.  

Then as now, resistance to the Gospel and the Word of God is everywhere. But 
the Gospel is still “the power of God” to everyone who believes.   



Tuesday – Missions Exist Because  
Worship Doesn’t 

A Sermon Excerpt by John Piper 

The legacy of missions at Bethlehem (church) goes back over a hundred years. 
And it has been one of the highest privileges of my life, without any exaggeration, 
to be a part of sustaining and growing this legacy. I have often thought: O Lord, if 
we falter as a church, if we stumble, if we drop the ropes, so many missionaries 
will fall. Maintaining the strength of this church is not just about the saints here, or 
the impact that we have on the Twin Cities. It’s about the hundreds of Global 
Partners who have gone down in the mines on ropes held by this church. 

That image comes from William Carey, who blazed the trail to India in 1792, 
and saw his mission as a miner penetrating into a deep mine — which had never 
been explored, with no one to guide. He said to Andrew Fuller and John Ryland 
and his other pastor friends: “I will go down, if you will hold the rope.” And John 
Ryland reports: “He took an oath from each of us, at the mouth of the pit, to this 
effect—that ‘while we lived, we should never let go of the rope.’” 

[Here are] ten biblical convictions that drive our commitment to global missions. 
I pray that they will burn in your soul − for some of you as a God-given compulsion 
to go. And for others, as a God-given compulsion to send: 

1. The Fame of God’s Name. God is passionately committed to the fame of 
his name and that he be worshipped by all the peoples of the world. 

2. Worship Is the Goal. Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Missions is 
our way of saying: the joy of knowing Christ is not a private, or tribal, or 
national or ethnic privilege. It is for all. And that’s why we go. 

3. There Is Salvation in No One Else. People must be told about Jesus, 
because there is no salvation, and no worship where the gospel of the 
crucified and risen Son of God is not heard and believed. 

4. God Is Committed to the Nations. God is committed to gathering worshipers 
from all the peoples of the world, not just all the countries of the world.  

5. The Need Is Great. Therefore, there is a critical need for Paul-type 
missionaries, whose calling and passion is to take the gospel to people 
where there is no access to the gospel at all. 

6. Missionaries Must Be Sent Well. We must send global partners in a manner 
worthy of God. 

7. We Live in Wartime. It is fitting for us to have a wartime mindset in the use 
of our resources as long as people are without the gospel, and we have 
resources to send it. 

8. Prayer Is for Mission. Prayer is a war-time walkie-talkie, not a domestic 
intercom. “I chose you and appointed you,” Jesus said, “that you should go 
and bear fruit . . . so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you” (John 15:16). 

9. Suffering Is in the Plan. Suffering is not only the price for being in missions, 
it is God’s plan for getting the job done. 

10. The Mission Cannot Fail. The global cause of Christ cannot fail. And 
nothing you do in this cause is in vain. Jesus said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go, make disciples” (Matthew 
28:18). Not some authority. All. He cannot be defeated. 

Will you heed the call?  

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/missions-exists-because-worship-doesnt-a-bethlehem-legacy-inherited-and-bequeathed


Wednesday – Listen 
By Cathy Slusser  

“…Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become angry.” 

James 1:18 

At one time, I thought I would be an attorney. For career day in middle school, 
I researched attorneys and the education required. I read brochures and visited 
Stetson Law School in Pinellas County. I dressed like an attorney to give my 
presentation. I just knew someday I would be an attorney. My parents were 
convinced I would follow that career path, too, simply because, as my dad said, 
“She knows how to argue.”   

This was all before I fell in love with history and the stories that connect our past 
to our present, but to this day, I remember the surety I felt about attending law 
school. Now, instead of arguing on behalf of clients, I argue on behalf of 
preserving our past and the artifacts and buildings that represent it. Yes, I have 
been known to argue a time or two (or a million). Sometimes, only sometimes, I 
can be difficult to live with. Just ask my husband. 

This week’s sermon scripture made me think about how we often respond to 
difficult situations in our culture with arguing. We state our case for one side or 
another and the discussion can become heated. Whether it is a family gathering, 
a post on Facebook or coworkers gathered around the water cooler, people are 
passionate about their own opinions and many times won’t budge to understand 
the other side.  

In the stories told in Acts 13:1-12, it is clear that the members of the early church 
received their understanding from the Holy Spirit. Whether they were giving 
direction or correction, they first stopped to pray and worship God. It was then, 
that the truth became clear to all and could be spoken with conviction. 

What else in addition to prayer and worship do we need to know in this politically 
charged environment we live in? Jesus’ brother, James, helps with his admonition 
at the beginning of his letter to the “Twelve Tribes scattered among the Nations.” 
In the middle of a sermon about temptations and trials, James says we need to 
be “quick to listen (and) slow to speak.”  

So, when confronted with someone who has an opposing viewpoint, instead of 
interrupting or planning what we are going to say in exchange, let’s just listen. It’s 
a hard position for those of us with strong opinions, but the only way to help others 
know the truth. Listen first. Speak later.   

Read James 1:19-27. Why is it important for us to be slow to grow angry? Of 
what benefit is listening? What does a loose tongue indicate about our religion? 
What does God consider a “pure and faultless” religion?    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A19-27&version=ESV


Thursday – Called to Tell Others 
By Nick Molick 

“And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying 
the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.” 
Acts 13:48-49 

Throughout the history of the early church there are stories of great and terrible 
persecution, but they seem to always be paired with a story of how God’s Word 
went forward and had an incredible impact on those who heard it. I’m continually 
amazed by these stories; I see and focus upon all that was set up against the 
Apostles and the fledgling church. Political leaders were against them, religious 
leaders from either end of the spectrum were against them and society as a whole 
wanted to go on living their lives as they desired without God and His plan for 
salvation. I’m then struck by the power of God’s Word, His plan and His promises.  

Jesus told us that the gates of Hell would not prevail against the church. So why 
would we think a few societal norms being changed has God now wringing His 
hands and trying to figure out what to do next? We have seen all of this before 
and God always prevails, and He does so by using people to take His Word to 
races of all tongues and tribes so they can hear the Good News. With the 
perseverance of God’s plan in mind to spread His Gospel we know we are all 
called to be missionaries of one sort or another to advance the Kingdom. 

For some this means jetting off to the far remote corners of the globe to reach 
one of the 6,900 unique people groups that have yet to hear the Gospel. For 
others the mission may be something local, but just as impactful, such as 
speaking to a neighbor who walked away from their faith. There are all types of 
missions for missionaries in between these examples as well. What is consistent 
with all of these is that the mission and the missionaries should be connected to 
and supported by a Bible-believing church that is built to spread the Gospel. 

Just as there are many different types of missionaries we see many different 
types of churches that have varying focuses on how they go about spreading the 
Gospel. One exciting type of mission for churches that has gained great 
momentum in the past decade or so is church planting. From the church planting 
arm of the North American Missions Board to Acts 29 there are a myriad of great 
Bible-believing church planting organizations that recognize the call and the 
eternal value of standing up churches where they are needed and giving them the 
support and guidance to grow and prosper to the glory of God.  

We are blessed to be part of a church that has church-planting as part of its 
Kingdom-building mission. This is an exciting time to be part of FBC Palmetto as 
we look to spread God’s love and word in whatever manner the Lord would have 
us all do it.  

How can you prepare yourself to find the mission God has for you? What 
spiritual gifting has God given you to aid in the spread of His message?  



Friday – Fulfilling Parts 2 and 3 
of the Acts 1:8 Mission 

By Darryl Mikulec 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 
It had to be pretty unnerving for the disciples when Jesus told them they would 

be His “witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8), because the line of thinking for centuries was that the Jews 
were the chosen people. The early church, in fact, had many disagreements over 
this very topic − about whether Gentiles had to first become part of the Nation of 
Israel (becoming Proselytes) by obeying the Law before being considered “clean” 
before God. 

We find that Jesus’s vision is not for the geographical region of Israel alone. He 
went back to the original vision given to Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3 – “And I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” The 
Kingdom of God is not a regional power defined by genetics and nationality, it’s 
for all nations of the world. 

I love the irony of Paul’s involvement in the Acts 1:8 mission. He was unwittingly 
a key piece in its culmination, although not always because of the good things he 
did. When we think of Paul’s accomplishments, we usually think of the great 
missionary journeys where he endures beatings and imprisonment, and quite 
literally fulfills the “end of the earth” component (Part 3). 

When we first encounter the young man Saul in Acts 7:58, we see that he is 
guarding the garments of those who stoned Stephen, approving of his execution. 
At that point in the narrative of Acts, the disciples were still regionalized in 
Jerusalem (Part 1). The stoning of Stephen and the subsequent violent 
persecution of followers of The Way caused their dispersion. Saul’s (and others’) 
fervor for destroying the church played a key role in the early Christians reaching 
Judea and Samaria (Part 2). 

I tend to think Paul’s missionary work was a direct result of the amount of 
forgiveness he felt was extended to him for his previous way of life. In Luke 7, 
Jesus tells the story about the two debtors, and the one who has the larger debt 
forgiven will love the one who has forgiven the debt more than he who had a 
smaller debt cancelled. I wonder if perhaps our lack of excitement when it comes 
to missionary work, discipling others, or even going to church points to our 
forgetting just how much forgiveness has been extended to us. 

If we truly live every day with the realization that we deserve Hell but have been 
saved only by the grace of God through faith, we might shed our lukewarm 
mindset and share Paul’s excitement in sharing the Good News with others.  



Weekend – Things Change Quickly 
By Phillip Hamm 

“But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, 
they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 

But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, 
and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.” Acts 14:19 

There’s really no reason for you to have heard of the city of Spearfish. It’s 
located on the western edge of South Dakota and other than a gold rush in the 
late 1800’s it’s a relatively quiet place to live. Except in the winter of course. 
Spearfish holds a record for something most people move to Florida to escape; 
the fastest changing temperature. On January 22, 1943 at about 7:30 am the 
temperature was a balmy -4 degrees Fahrenheit. It’s what we would expect for a 
town in South Dakota in January. But two minutes later, after what locals call the 
Chinook Winds had kicked up, the temperature rose by 45 degrees. By 9:00 am, 
merely an hour and half later, the temperature had climbed to 54 degrees. But 
just as suddenly as it began the temperature changed again. The winds turned 
off and the mercury dropped back down to -4 degrees in only 27 minutes.  

Life can change just as fast. One day you’re on top of it all: a good paying job, 
the kids are healthy, your marriage is going well. And what seems like in the blink 
of an eye everything changes. You lose your job, a child is diagnosed with a 
disease, and your once stable marriage is now on the rocks. We can’t control 
these seasons of life. We don’t get to choose when they come. We don’t get to 
choose what parts of our life they affect. And we don’t even get a say in how long 
it lasts. The only thing we have any power over is how we react. In preparation 
for Sunday’s sermon read Acts 14:8-23. How did Paul and Barnabas’ situation 
change? How did they respond?

Pray for the World: Iran 
Situated between the Caspian Sea to the north and the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman 

to the south, Iran is a central desert ringed by mountains. Muslim beliefs dominate the 75 
million occupants where a mere one half of a percent are Christian. 

The Iranian Diaspora is around four million. Most have found refuge in the USA, 
Canada, Western Europe, Turkey, Gulf States and other lands – where they can be 
evangelized.  

Young people are particularly responsive to the Gospel. Nearly two-thirds of the 
population is under the age of 30. With disillusionment at an all-time high and with 
frustrated desires for freedom, there is a unique window of opportunity to impact this 
generation with the liberating Good News about Jesus. Political, economic and social 
frustrations are often expressed in resentment against the regime and in increasing 
hedonism and materialism. Pray that the unmet longings of their hearts might be 
fulfilled as they meet Christ.                                                              (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 108 and 
sing and make melody because His love is steadfast and great above the heavens. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A8-23&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+108&version=ESV




 


