
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – July 22, 2018 
Power 

Acts 14: 8-23 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What type of religious/spiritual activities do people start, with all sincerity, but 

eventually quit? 

• What are some reasons that make people quit some of the above activities? 

• Paul and Barnabas were thought to be gods (v 12). What have you observed 
are some unintended consequences of success, fame and money on 
someone’s life? 

• In verses 15-17 Paul begins to share the Gospel. Where does he start? Why 
does he start there? 

• Look at Acts 17:22-31. Compare and contrast 
similarities and differences with how Paul shared 
the Gospel in Athens versus Lystra. Why are they 
different? 

• Discuss your thoughts on stoning. What would have 
been some possible lasting effects on Paul’s body 
from this experience?  

2018 
One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 30 
 Day 146 

Matt 3-4 
Ps 110 
 Day 147 

Matthew 5:1-32 
Ps 111 
 Day 148 

Matt 5:33-6:18 
Ps 112–113 
 Day 149 

Matt 6:19-7:29 
Ps 114 
 Day 150 

Ruth 1-4 
Ps 115 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A15-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+110&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A1-32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+111&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+5%3A33-6%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+112%E2%80%93113&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A19-7%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+114&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+115&version=ESV


Monday – And the Winner Is . . . 
By George Volpe 

“The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes. 

Acts 14:11 
When God raised the crippled man through the apostles at Lystra, the people 

became instant fans of Paul and Barnabas, proclaiming them to be gods, 
preparing sacrifices, and making ready for a big celebration in their honor. The 
apostles could have taken the credit for that miracle. But they did not. They were 
careful to point these people to the source of the power, Jesus Christ, and their 
purpose: to glorify the one and only true God.  

We have a tendency to place those who can do what we cannot on a pedestal. 
And we love to celebrate the winners of almost any contest. Those we admire 
have a choice to make about how they respond to the natural proclivity we have 
toward leader-worship. Sometimes they boast in their abilities and pump their fist 
in victory. Once in a while though, someone grabs our attention when they thank 
God publicly and give Him the glory for what they have accomplished. They 
remind us of the real source of power. It’s unusual outside of Christian circles, but 
it speaks volumes. 

All glory belongs to God. “I am the LORD, that is my name, and my glory I will 
not give to another." (Isaiah 42:8) John Piper says, “To maintain the honor of his 
name and display his glory − these are the driving motives in all that God does in 
history, in the church, and in individual lives.” Jesus said in Mathew 5:16, "Let 
your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven.” 

Glorifying God is not merely an act of worship on Sunday. It is a peculiar kind 
of living. What glorifies God is not merely good deeds, but things done in a spirit 
that comes from a joyful dependence on God's help. We must always be careful 
that we don’t ascribe God’s glory to ourselves. 

Quoting Paul Tripp, “If you look at your Bible like it’s a hunk of lead with shoulder 
straps and your duty is to glorify God, you need to stop and say, ‘You are worthy 
to be glorified today, Lord, but there is in me − that is in my flesh − no good thing. 
I have no strength, no wisdom, no resolve to do good but what comes undeserved 
from you, O God. And I love you. It would be to my greatest fulfillment, my highest 
pleasure, my richest treasure, my popcorn and ice cream if at the end of this day 
I could believe that someone has come to cherish your power and wisdom and 
love more intensely because of me. God, let it be.’" 

Read Isaiah 42:1-13.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+42%3A1-13&version=ESV


Tuesday – The Haunted Hayride 
of Human Approval 
By Marshall Segal of Desiring God 

If we are always concerned with what people think about us, we will always be 
reluctant to tell them about Jesus. Perhaps the single most significant hindrance 
to Christian witness in the world today is our hunger for human approval. By 
nature, we think more about what people think of us than what they think of Jesus. 

The Apostle Paul lived differently. Apparently he had been liberated from the 
need to be liked, or even respected. He moved from town to town, in and out of 
crowds, anchored in the safety and satisfaction of knowing Jesus (Philippians 
3:8). Many adored him, even to the point of worshiping him, and others hated him, 
even to the point of trying to murder him. But he lived and served above approval 
ratings. He worked for someone else’s fame, whatever that fame might cost him 
personally in popular opinion. 

Everywhere Paul went, he met dramatically mixed reviews. During his and 
Barnabas’s time in a town called Lystra, they came to a man crippled from birth. 
He had literally never used his feet. Paul saw through the man’s disability, though, 
into his heart, and he saw faith − a brilliant and strong belief that Jesus could heal 
him inside and out. So Paul healed the man’s legs (Acts 14:8-10). 

The crowds saw the man walking, after sitting for so many years, and they 
rushed Paul and Barnabas. They treated them like gods − not like governors, or 
star athletes, or movie stars, but gods. They called them “Zeus” and “Hermes” 
after familiar figures in the pantheo. They even brought oxen to sacrifice to them 
(Acts 14:11-13). 

How do Paul and Barnabas respond to these acts of worship? They ran from 
their raving fans as fast as possible. “Men, why are you doing these things? We 
also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should 
turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth 
and the sea and all that is in them” (Acts 14:15). 

To Paul and Barnabas, the allure of human approval − acceptance, esteem, 
and intense admiration − seemed more dangerous than enticing, more 
threatening than tempting. So they confronted them, risking their skyrocketing 
social statuses, with a brave call to worship the living God and live. 

As we retreat from the treacherous and counterfeit roller coaster of human 
approval and hide ourselves in Christ, we no longer need to fear (Matthew 10:28), 
we’re no longer tempted to boast (1 Corinthians 3:21), and we will no longer cower 
to please others (Galatians 1:10). We will live, instead, for the pleasure of knowing 
God and being known by him (Philippians 3:8). Find your identity and confidence 
in him, not in what people think about you or in your status here in this life. It will 
free us to tell the world the beautiful and offensive message it desperately needs 
to hear.  

Read the full article at www.desiringgod.org. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-haunted-hayride-of-human-approval
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A8-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A11-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+1%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-haunted-hayride-of-human-approval


Wednesday – Do Not Judge 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.” 
Matthew 7:1 

 

I’ve been running with a different crowd lately. It’s not the church crowd I usually 
run with. I’ve been running with the Nosework crowd. Cory is doing so well in her 
training to identify hidden scents that she was asked to be part of a research 
project for the U.S. Navy. She helps determine how long it will take for a dog to 
learn a new scent and identify it reliably.  

Most of the classes and trials we participate in are on a Sunday so I miss church 
a lot. But, here’s the thing. Some might judge me for choosing a “hobby” over 
church attendance, but I am not missing out on God’s will for me right now. 
Because most of the people I now associate with are not church goers and in fact, 
have very different lifestyles than the one I live, I have an opportunity to become 
friends with them and in turn, help to influence their lives. But, that can only 
happen if I set aside my preconceived notions about them. 

Take for example, Zoe. Zoe is an outspoken woman who could easily offend 
me with some of the things she says. Cigarette in hand, she blows smoke out of 
one side of her mouth and criticism out of the other. When I first met Zoe, I was 
convinced she didn’t like me. I spent a lot of time trying to figure out why before I 
realized that was just her manner.  

In time, Zoe became one of my biggest supporters. She never fails to 
compliment Cory on her work. She seeks me out at training to tell me about an 
upcoming competition we should enter. I misjudged Zoe because I was insecure, 
but Zoe accepted me anyway. 

We are now friends, and I hope in time, to have a positive influence in Zoe’s 
life. The Holy Spirit gives us the power to be courageous, to know when to speak 
and when to be quiet, to make a difference in people’s lives. But, we often limit 
the Holy Spirit’s power when we are concerned about what others think of us. 
Whether we consider them to be a fan of ours or a hater, God placed them in our 
path to share their lives and His love. It doesn’t matter if the person is in shorts 
working with a Basset Hound or sitting in church wearing their fancy clothes.   

Read Matthew 7:1-5. What does ‘with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you” mean to you? When we have a plank in our eye, how does it prevent us 
from seeing others the way God would have us see them?  

Do you have a “plank in your eye” about someone? What will you do about it?    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A1-5&version=ESV


Thursday – Take the Message 
to the World 

By Nick Molick 
“But after the disciples had gathered around 
him he got up and went back into the city. 

The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe.” 
Acts 14:20 

Paul and Barnabas were called by God to take the Gospel message to the 
gentiles. Being called by God to do anything does not come with a guarantee 
everything will go smoothly. In fact, it usually involves a guarantee of quite the 
opposite.  

Repeatedly throughout the Bible we see instances of men and women stepping 
out in faith, doing what God directed them to do, then encountering difficulties. 
The joyful hope in most of these stories is that the message and the will of God 
were still carried out because God is able to grant power in order to see His plan 
to its fruition.  

Most of us do not get called upon by God like Paul and Barnabas. We are, 
however, blessed to be part of a church that has been called upon to share the 
love of Christ with our community and beyond by fulfilling the Great Commission. 
(Matthew 28:16-20) Like Paul and Barnabas we know that when we embark on 
God’s work to take His message to people, and places, who have not heard it we 
can experience difficulties and turmoil, even with those who want to hear the 
Gospel.  

We see in Acts 14:8-23 two different groups of people with wrong-minded 
reactions to the message Paul and Barnabas were bringing. One group believed 
so much that they mistook these men for gods and proceeded to make sacrifices 
to them. The other group did not believe at all, was hostile to the message and 
stoned Paul to the point they believed him to be dead. (Acts 14:19)  

Both of these reactions to the Gospel message were wrong. God gave power 
to His messengers to overcome both of these groups − the raving fans missing 
who God truly is and the raging horde wanting to kill those who brought the Good 
News.  

God’s promises are true, and He sees them through. While He has told us we 
will have trouble in this world, He tells us why we will have that trouble. The 
unsaved world hated Christ, and yet He gave power to have His message heard, 
no matter the circumstances, through ordinary men and women who, with His 
power changed the world through the message of sin, salvation and redemption. 
We can have that same power if we are united with Jesus.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+14%3A8-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A19&version=ESV


Friday – Overcoming Evil 
By George Volpe  

“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 

which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” 
Matthew 5:44 

Since the dawn of time there has been a constant stream of persecution toward 
God’s children. As long as Satan walks among us, there will be a determined 
effort on the part of evil to find a way to persecute Christians. Anyone who stands 
with Christ is a target. The intensity of Satan’s hatred and desire to destroy 
mankind is unrelenting and will not end until he is removed.  

In our world today, hatred goes far beyond persecution of Christians. 
Apparently, we don’t need much encouragement to set ourselves against each 
other. We’re naturally good at claiming ourselves as judge and jury at the center 
of the universe. As long as people fear or shun those who are different, or hold 
malice toward those who disagree with them, there will be fertile ground for hatred. 
As long as there is selfishness and an unwillingness to yield in humility and 
obedience to God, hatred will flourish.  

Just like Jesus, the Apostle Paul had many fans. There were also people who 
saw his commitment to the Gospel of Christ as a threat to their way of living and 
religious practice. In the name of religion and man-made morality, like so many 
others through the centuries, the influential leaders of the day sought to silence 
the voice of Christ. Paul was stoned and left for dead. However, God was not 
finished with Paul, and by the power of God he walked away. 

How do we overcome hatred? Jesus did not say that it is our responsibility to 
stop all hatred in our world. He said it is our responsibility to respond to people 
with love. That includes everyone around us, regardless of how we are treated. 
The natural reaction is to treat people well who treat you well, and to treat people 
poorly if they treat you poorly. The power we have to overcome hate is not “fighting 
fire with fire,” but “overcoming evil with good.” (Romans 12:21) 

When David fled from Absalom a man named Shimei confronted David’s 
entourage, throwing stones at them and cursing David. He was mean and vulgar, 
using malicious words to incite David to anger. One of David’s mighty men wanted 
to strike Shimei down, but David, reminded of his own sin and God’s sovereignty, 
refused to allow any vengeful response and left the matter with God. That’s power 
over hatred. 

Read 2 Samuel 16:5-14.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+16%3A5-14&version=ESV


Weekend – Balance & Purpose 
By Phillip Hamm 

Most everything in the real world is symmetrical. Starfish, flower pedals, 
honeycombs all carry the uniqueness of symmetry. Even humans are symmetric 
with our two ears, two eyes, two nostrils, two legs, two hands, two feet, five fingers 
and five toes on each hand and foot. When we decorate a room we talk of things 
needing balance or having Feng Shui. We like our photos to be centered and our 
pictures hung balanced on the wall. For some reason most people like things to 
have order.  

That is even true in the spiritual world. We desperately want to believe that there 
is a purpose behind everything. It drives us crazy when things don’t make sense. 
We feel lost when things seem to happen randomly or by chance. We assume 
there is an explanation behind every tragedy. Even if we don’t know why it 
happened we assure ourselves there is a purpose, and this alone seems to bring 
comfort. Even people who claim there is no order to the universe find peace in 
their orderly explanation. We crave order in every aspect of our lives.  

Sometimes we get to see the purpose. We get a glimpse at the end of the story 
where the pain and suffering make sense. But sometimes, what seems to happen 
more often than not, is that it continues without the curtain being pulled back. No 
explanation. No order. No balance. As you prepare for worship this morning put 
yourselves in the shoes of Paul and Silas as they sit in a jail and await their fate.  

Read Acts 16:16-24.

Pray for the World: Italy 
This European country on the Mediterranean Sea has over 60 million inhabitants and 

82% profess to be Christian.  
The need for expatriate workers has not diminished, but it has changed. Helping 

the existing Italian Church mature, expand and reach out, as partners and with a 
servant attitude, are now needed. Attrition is traditionally high there, often due to 
inadequate preparation, entrenched opposition and relatively low fruitfulness. 

Literature and Bible distribution have not had a wide impact due to Italians’ 
reluctance to read. Pray for the spread of the newly published Bible and theological 
dictionaries. Pray for a hunger for God’s Word, a desire for wholesome Christian 
literature and that quality material leading people to Christ would be found in the more 
than 1,000 Catholic bookshops. The Gideons are active throughout Italy, distributing 
Scripture. Italy For Christ has spearheaded the distribution of over 600,000 New 
Testaments in schools and many copies of the evangelistic Book of Hope. 

                                                              (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 109 and 
give thanks to the LORD for He saves us according to His steadfast love. 

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+109&version=ESV




 


