
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – August 5, 2018 
Power that Changes Plans 

Acts 8:26-40 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Read Acts 8:26-40. Who directs Philip to this encounter? Do you think God 

does this today? 
 
 
 
• Would you say you are sensitive or insensitive to God’s direction? How do 

you become more sensitive? 
 
 
 
• What are some good ways to start up a spiritual conversation? 
 
 
 
• What are some questions you can ask to discern a person’s spiritual 

condition? 
 
 
 
• Do you have a witnessing story you can share with the group? 
 
 
 
• What must a person know in order to be saved? What must a person believe 

in order to be baptized? 
 
 
 
• Discuss the importance of believer’s baptism? 
 
 
 
• Talk about the difference between believer’s 

baptism and other types of baptism that you know 
about? 

 
 
 
• Who is the one person the Spirit of God is laying on 

your heart to share with this week? Report back 
next week on how any spiritual conversation goes 
and pray for each other along the way. 
  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 32 
 Day 156 

Matt 12:1-37 
Ps 119:9–24 
 Day 157 

Matt 12:38-13:30 
Ps 119:25–40 
 Day 158 

Matt 13:31-58 
Ps 119:41–56 
 Day 159 

Matt 14:1-15:9 
Ps 119:57–64 
 Day 160 

1 Samuel 8-10 
Ps 119:65–80 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+12%3A1-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A9%E2%80%9324&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+12%3A38-13%3A30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A25%E2%80%9340&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+13%3A31-58&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A41%E2%80%9356&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+14%3A1-15%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A57%E2%80%9364&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A65%E2%80%9380&version=ESV


Monday – A Public Testimony 
By George Volpe 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 

Acts 8:36 

The Ethiopian eunuch asked, “What is keeping me from being baptized?” Good 
question. What is baptism? Is baptism really necessary? Is it a sacrament? Is it 
an ordinance? Who should be baptized and how is it done?  

Do you ever wonder why, even among evangelicals, there are so many 
differences in faith and practice? My simplistic answer: careless interpretations of 
Scripture without regard to faithful, honest, and scholarly exegesis. As long as 
there are convincing leaders guiding gullible sheep down wrong paths, there will 
be differences in faith and practice.  

Our statement of foundational beliefs does not emanate from experience. It 
does not originate from human reason, or some new revelation or prophetic word 
from God. It is not born out of successful practices. Every word of God is an 
eternal anchor, an enduring and unchanging message, forever settled in Heaven. 
He alone sets the parameters for our beliefs, mission and practice. 

A “sacrament” is a practice that says a person must add something to the 
atoning work of Christ in order to be saved. That is not scriptural. We use the term 
“ordinance.” An ordinance is a practice that represents some aspect of our 
relationship with Christ and the completeness of His atoning work in our lives. 
While participation in an ordinance does not save, it does present an outward 
expression of an inward reality.  

“Southern Baptists, and many other evangelicals, claim baptism and the Lord's 
Supper as the only ordinances because they are the only two practices which 
clearly have: 1) the specific command of Christ that they are to be observed, and 
2) the clear evidence in the New Testament that they were subsequently practiced 
in the churches. These two ordinances are pictures of past, present, and future 
realities associated with our faith in Christ, His atoning work, resurrection, and 
promised return. 

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the 
believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, the believer's death to sin, 
the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ 
Jesus. It is a testimony to faith in the final resurrection of the dead. As a church 
ordinance, it is a prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and to the 
Lord's Supper.” (Tom Elliff, SBCLIFE, September 2006) 

The command to be baptized does not originate with the church. It came from 
Christ Himself, and is a public testimony of our standing in Jesus. It is an act of 
obedience for every member of the body of Christ.   



Tuesday – Believer or Follower? 
By Faith George  

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” Romans 6:4 

Baptism is an outward reflection of an inward death and resurrection. As you 
submerge and then come back out of the water, your death to sin and resurrection 
to life and freedom by Jesus is symbolized. What a celebration it is too! Publicly 
displaying the grace that God has poured out on you and sharing in the joy of how 
He has brought you back to life is definitely worthy of a celebration with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Baptism is an important part of a believer’s spiritual journey because it allows 
the opportunity to make public our decision to follow Christ. However, the public 
display and outward evidence of inward transformation shouldn’t stop at baptism- 
it should start there. This reflection of change in our lives should not be limited to 
one Sunday morning in the baptistry or one evening at the beach followed by a 
potluck cookout. This should be an everyday occurrence; in fact, it should be the 
lifestyle of every person claiming to follow Christ.  

Read Romans 6:1-18. 

In order for resurrection to take place, something has to die first. When Christ 
died for our sin, it gave us the freedom to die to our sin. If we truly encounter the 
living God, it is impossible to walk away unchanged.  

I was saved and baptized before I became a teenager. While I don’t doubt the 
sincerity of my heart in wanting to be baptized back then, I don’t think I fully 
understood the gravity of what it meant. 

Three years ago, when I was 16, Pastor Phillip preached a sermon on baptism. 
After hearing it, I decided I wanted to be baptized again. It wasn’t that my 
childhood decision meant nothing, it’s just that I realized baptism meant more than 
going under the water and coming back up.  

I came to the realization that there’s a difference between a believer and a 
follower. You can genuinely believe Jesus has saved you, but if you don’t choose 
daily to walk with Him and to be pliable to His influence on your heart, you are not 
a follower. 

It’s scary to ask God these kinds of questions. It makes you vulnerable and it 
puts Him in total control. This week, I encourage you to do the scary thing and not 
the easy thing. Seek God about whether your faith is simply something you 
believe in on Sunday mornings, or something you put into practice daily, even 
when it’s hard. No matter what the answer is, ask Him to show you how you can 
live a life that reflects His grace working in you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A1-18&version=ESV


Wednesday – Buried with Christ 
Raised to New Life 

By Jim Pike 
“. . .buried with Him . . . raised up with Him.” Colossians 2:12 

B.F. Skinner believed his principles of behavioral psychology would transform 
mankind and create a utopian paradise on Earth. As an old man nearing the end 
of his life, he said, “The world is fatally ill ... it is a very depressing way to end 
one's life. I used to believe that a science of behavior could show us how to solve 
the problems confronting us, but I am forced to conclude that the science of 
behavior shows us that we cannot solve these problems.” He came to the 
conclusion man does not have the capacity to save himself. Sadly, many have yet 
to learn that lesson. 

Paul makes it clear in his letter to the Colossians that it is in Christ alone that 
we find life. “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and in 
Christ you have been brought to fullness.” (Colossians 2:9-10) When you have 
Christ, you have everything. There is no need to look anywhere else. We are 
complete in Him. 

Do most Christians understand what they have in Christ? Everything we need 
for a meaningful life is found in Him. Why try to add anything to something that is 
already complete? Fullness of life is found only in Him −  not in AA, yoga, a bottle, 
a pill, power, possessions, pleasure, education, or religion. It is found only in 
Christ. 

Circumcision was a symbol of the old covenant. Baptism is a symbol of the new 
covenant. Paul said we were circumcised in Christ and buried with Him in baptism. 
(vs.12) Baptism is a liquid tomb. When we were saved, we died to sin, but we also 
experienced a resurrection. We didn't stay buried in that watery tomb. We were 
raised with Christ from the grave. Baptism is a symbol of what Christ did for us, 
not what we did, or could do. 

Paul paints a word picture familiar to his readers. When a person was convicted 
of a crime, a certificate of debt stating the crime and the sentence was nailed to 
the prison door. When he served his sentence and was released, a judge issued 
a certificate stamped “tetelestai” meaning his debt was fully paid. (vs.14) If 
someone accused him of that same crime again, he could produce the certificate 
showing he had paid for his crime. In case of a capital crime, the certificate was 
nailed to the cross above the head of the one convicted. That is the reason the 
inscription “This is Jesus, King of the Jews” was nailed on Jesus' cross. In reality, 
it was our sins that were written upon that inscription.  

Christ paid our debt, and because we have been buried with Him, we have been 
raised to new life. “For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I 
live.” (In Christ Alone) 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+2%3A12&version=esv
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+2%3A14&version=esv


Thursday – Baptism by Fire 
By Cathy Slusser 

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
Matthew 3:11 

I enjoy campfires. No matter what the day has brought, all worries and stress 
melt away in the flames. My brain goes to mush focused on the flickering glow of 
the logs. The rise and fall of colors, orange, red, gold, even blue, soothe as does 
the crackle of the fire.  

The smell of burning wood reminds me of other fires. Times spent as a youth 
at camps and retreats where we sang hymns and more modern-day songs like 
“Pass It On.” “It only takes a spark to get a fire going…” Memories of my children 
roasting marshmallows and using the piping hot skewers as swords. Laughter 
with friends as we told stories from our past. There is something about a fire that 
clears the mind and clears the air.   

Fire is often referred to in the Bible as a method of cleansing. The heat from the 
flames consumes any impurities. God is even called, the Refiner. John the Baptist 
prophesized that Jesus will baptize His followers with the Holy Spirit and fire. It is 
from this verse in Matthew 3:11, that the phrase, “baptism of fire” is said to come 
from.  

Napoleon is credited with saying, “I love a brave soldier who has undergone 
‘the baptism of fire.’” While Napoleon used the reference as a military term, most 
of us think of baptism of fire anytime we are thrust into a new situation, quickly, 
with little training, and learn through experience. Some might say, we learn the 
hard way or through the school of hard knocks. 

Baptism by fire changes us and helps us grow stronger. It may be a time when 
we finally witness to the staunch agnostic at work, reach across the fence to our 
unfriendly neighbor, confess our fears about a diagnosis while exhibiting faith that 
God will be with us. Baptism by fire gives us the courage to be love instead of 
hate, welcome instead of fear, help instead of turning away. Because those things 
are not natural to us, as John the Baptist describes, baptism of fire is paired with 
the gift of the Holy Spirit Who gives us the power to be different. While water 
baptism symbolizes a cleansing and a turn from the old way of life to a new one, 
baptism by fire and the Holy Spirit, makes our faith real, not only to ourselves, but 
to those around us.   

Read Matthew 3:11-17. This is the story of Jesus’ baptism by John. How does 
John describe Jesus? Why does Jesus say He needs to be baptized? What 
happens when Jesus is baptized? What will baptism by fire give you courage to 
do today?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A11-17&version=ESV


Friday – God is in the Details 
By Nick Molick 

“Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture 
and told him the good news about Jesus.” 

Acts 8:35 

At times we focus solely on the grandeur and immensity of God; all that He is, 
what He has created, and His incredible power. While all of this is worthy of our 
praise, we can overlook or miss that God is also a God of infinitesimally small 
details.  

God is able to both speak the universe into existence and simultaneously 
control and create matter and energy at an atomic and sub-atomic level. He is 
able to put His signature in our very own DNA. If you want undeniable proof of 
this read Steven Meyer’s Signature in the Cell which, in great detail, shows that 
random chance plus time and circumstances could never produce the intricacies 
and detail contained in DNA. God does not let any detail go, and in the story of 
Philip and the Ethiopian we see our great God of details at work. 

First Philip was instructed by the Spirit to take a specific road in a specific 
direction. Shortly after Philip heeded the call he encountered the Ethiopian, whom 
God knew was there and would have questions about what he was reading. Philip 
probably saw the chariot and wondered, “what in the world am I supposed to do 
now?” The spirit was right there to prompt him, giving Philip details of the next 
step in God’s plan.  

The Ethiopian was reading and trying to understand the prophet Isaiah. He 
wanted to know who Isaiah was referring to and Philip knew then why God had 
arranged all of these details. God put him in front of this unlikely candidate for 
conversion, to lead him to Jesus. This man had journeyed over 500 miles from 
Ethiopia to Jerusalem to worship God. Out of all the tens of thousands of Jews, 
Gentiles and Samaritans in Jerusalem who needed Jesus, God called upon this 
man and sent an angel to instruct Philip to share the Good News of Christ with 
him. 

God took care of all the finite details that placed Phillip where he was supposed 
to be, to do what he was supposed to − share the Gospel. Then the Spirit went to 
work on this man from Ethiopia and as his faith grew he stopped their travel to be 
baptized. This man who traveled over 500 miles, who was perplexed by a passage 
that spoke of a man who was denied justice and led to slaughter, finally 
understood its meaning and Who it referred to. Now he wanted to identify with 
Christ by being baptized.  

Let us be still and be attentive to the call of the Spirit. Let us follow the details 
God sets before us so we can be in the right place at the right time for a divine 
appointment to proclaim the Gospel.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+53%3A7-8&version=ESV


Weekend – Shameless 
By Phillip Hamm 

“ . . . he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by 
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” Zephaniah 3:17 

 
Sometimes we tend to look at God as always condemning us. Like a dad we 

can never quite make happy. Some of us feel we have made too many bad 
choices. And sometimes we feel we haven’t done enough. The outcome is the 
same, we see God as never approving, consistently folding His arms and huffing 
in our direction regardless of what we try. That leaves many feeling as if God 
wishes they were different. And it leaves some working extra hard trying to please 
Him. “If I only read my Bible more,” “If I only swore less,” “If I only …” We make 
lists thinking if we check off enough boxes we will get a divine nod in our direction.  

What if the approval you seek from God isn’t dependent on you? What if it’s 
dependent on Jesus? What if He’s not waiting for you to do anything? What if He 
simply wants to enjoy you the way you are? What if He actually enjoys you? What 
if He enjoys your personality; your quirkiness; your problem solving; your hobbies; 
your goofy laugh; and the way you sing off key?  

What if, through Christ, we didn’t have to feel ashamed, like kids standing in 
front of our parents when we were in trouble? What if God sings over you? Dances 
over you? Laughs over you? What if God has good things in store for you? 

In preparation for Sunday’s message read Zephaniah 3:15-17. 

Pray for the World: South Korea 
The Republic of South Korea is predominantly forested mountain ranges with the Sea 

of Japan on its east and the Yellow Sea on its west. While most of the population are non-
religious, 31% profess to be Christian.  

Six of the ten largest churches in the world are in Korea as are some of the world’s 
largest theological colleges, baptismal services and evangelistic and Christian gatherings 
in history. Praise God, not for the size of these events, but for the growth and strength that 
they reflect. 

Theological training in Korea is unique; the nation enjoys an amazingly high number of 
workers with pastoral training and theological education. There may be 300 theological 
institutions in Korea. In addition to the 15,000 or more students in the top Presbyterian 
seminaries, there are, throughout the English-speaking world, thousands more Koreans 
studying for Christian ministry.                                                             (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 111 and give 
thanks to the Lord with your whole heart. His works are full of splendor and majesty 
− great are the works of the LORD! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3%3A15-17&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+111&version=ESV




 


