
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – August 12, 2018 
Shameless 

Zephaniah 3:15-17 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are some of your favorite love songs? Why? What memories do they 

bring back? 
 
 
 
• A. W. Tozer said, “What comes into our minds when we think about God is 

the most important thing about us.” What comes to mind when you think about 
God? 

 
 
 
• How does your father affect the way you see God? Good? Bad? 
 
 
 
• Read 1 John 1:9. If we know God forgives our sin when asked, why do we 

carry guilt from past sinful decisions? 
 
 
 
• What types of sins had the people committed whom Zephaniah was 

addressing? 
 
 
 
• What was God’s response to those behaviors? (2:13-15) 
 
 
 
• Sometimes the guilt from past sins is so great we 

assume God is still punishing us. What are some 
examples? 

 
 
 
• See v.3:17 – How might God rejoice over you? 

What is He rejoicing about? 
 
 
 
• What song would God sing over you? 
 
 
 
• If we deserve God’s wrath, why does He choose to 

rejoice and sing over us? (Romans 5:8-9) 
  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 33 
 Day 161 

Matt 15:10-16:12 
Ps 119:81–96 
 Day 162 

Matt 16:13-17:27 
Ps 119:97–112 
 Day 163 

Matt 18 
Ps 119:113–120 
 Day 164 

Matt 19 
Ps 119:121–136 
 Day 165 

1 Samuel 16:1-18:16 
Ps 119:137–144 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A9+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=zephaniah+2%3A13-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=zephaniah+3%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+15%3A10-16%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A81%E2%80%9396&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+16%3A13-17%3A27&version=ESV
file://SRV2008DC-01/Common%20Files/Devotionals/secret%20of%20happiness/Ps%20119:97%E2%80%93112
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A113%E2%80%93120&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A121%E2%80%93136&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A1-18%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A137%E2%80%93144&version=ESV


Monday – Explosive Joy 
By George Volpe 

“The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will 
save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you 

by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” 
Zephaniah 3:17 

Sometimes my love of golf carries over onto the kitchen floor. I leave the tiniest 
piece of a blade of grass on the floor and my sin is exposed. Then there’s the 
grandchildren. Jean gets the place spotless and they come over and transform 
order into chaos in no time. But she just smiles and showers them with hugs and 
kisses. She celebrates those kids no matter what. 

We might have a tendency to think critically about God. We’re so used to 
relating God to the DNA we’ve lived with that we forget who He really is. He’s not 
your parent wagging a finger at you, the unbending authoritarian who wants to 
make your life miserable. 

God’s word reveals who He is, and how He feels about us. “…and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” (Isaiah 
62:5) That’s God seriously rejoicing over His children. Is this the same God of 
power who framed the universe, parted the Red Sea, brought the dead to life, and 
performs every miracle? Yes, it is! 

Almighty God. He never leaves and never turns away from us, even on our 
worst days. How special we must be that God pays such unwavering attention to 
every one of us in spite of who we are!  

He says, “He will rejoice over us with joy.” (Zephaniah 3:17) If you are God’s 
child, He is rejoicing over you today. He knows you. He knows what you are 
capable of. He knows you fail. Still, He celebrates you so much that He sings! 
God sings. Just let that kind of boundless love sink in.  

This word for “joy” comes from the sense of spinning around in response to a 
violent emotion. It is happiness so intoxicating that you cannot stand still. It is 
movement that emanates from a heart that feels so happy it explodes with 
exultation. It is joy that cannot be hidden. Explosive joy. That’s God’s joy over His 
children. That my friends, is a celebration. God celebrates lowly sinners like you 
and me. Wow! 

God’s love for you is never a result of your character, but a clear indication of 
His. God has given us what we will never deserve. He has no regrets. If at the 
end of your life you die a martyr for Christ, His love for you would be no greater 
than the first day you trusted Jesus. God has not changed His mind about you. 
He celebrates you!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3%3A17&version=ESV


Tuesday – Identity Found 
By Keith Thomas 

“The Lord is the strength of his people; 
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.” 

Psalm 28:8 

The desire to understand who we are and why we exist has been woven into 
our inmost being by our Creator. The search for identity can be seen in teens and 
young adults as they seek to “find themselves” out in the world, or in older adults 
as they struggle to maintain their identity during a midlife crisis. Street gangs grow 
from those who long for acceptance. Social media thrives because the aimless 
masses want to be a part of something big, popular and glamorous. We can even 
order our own DNA analysis to understand our genetic identity. 

Whether it’s the clothes we wear, the music we listen to, the shows we watch, 
the cars we drive, where we work, where we go to school, or the friends we follow, 
we will always find ways to fit in. Identifying with something or someone is a need 
we all have, but be warned, the world offers millions of substitutes for the only true 
identity that will satisfy.  

Eighty years after the northern kingdom had been conquered by the Assyrians, 
King Josiah began his reign over Judah (the southern kingdom). The people of 
Judah had forgotten their identity in God. Hilkiah, a priest of the day, found a copy 
of the book of the law and suddenly their identity was found.  

King Josiah was humbled after hearing God’s word spoken, so he made 
sweeping changes across the nation. He removed pagan gods from the temple 
and reinstituted the observance of The Passover. As they took God’s word to 
heart they realized who they were and to Whom they belonged, which 
transformed the people. 

Zephaniah preached messages of hope and renewal during this time. He 
encouraged them to, “seek refuge in the name of the Lord” instead of other false 
gods; to remain “humble and lowly,” before God the King, finding ultimate purpose 
in glorifying and honoring Him. (Zephaniah 3:12) 

Then in Zephaniah 3:17 he reassures the people with these beautiful words that 
speak for themselves, “The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who 
will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he 
will exult over you with loud singing.” 

Take refuge in the name of the Lord today and be assured that God rejoices 
over you with gladness. An identity found in God is worth singing about.   



Wednesday – Check Yes or No 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“For one will scarcely die for a righteous person − 
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die −  

but God shows his love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Romans 5:7-8 

Do you remember, before texting, when we would pass notes in class? I 

remember passing down one of the most frightening, nerve wracking messages 

I’ve ever sent. You know the message I’m talking about; I wanted to know how a 

girl felt about me. I listed some options and asked her to circle just one and pass 

it back to me.  

I handed it to Joey, who passed it to Darius, who slid it over to the girl of my 

dreams, Brittany P. I can still remember the feeling of nervousness and insecurity 

as I waited for a response. I even tried to glance casually in her direction as she 

opened it to try and gauge her response. 

I think we often feel the same way about God. Even people who have been 

Christians for a long time are secretly nervous that God doesn’t feel about them 

the way they hope He does. We want to believe God loves us, and even that He 

likes us, but if we’re honest I think a lot of us would admit that we just aren’t sure 

how He feels about us.  

Some of us have even become convinced that God looks at us with 

disappointment and disdain. What if God has already told us how He feels about 

us? What if God never meant for you to worry or wonder about how He feels about 

you? If you want to know, to really know, how God feels about you look no further 

than the Cross.  

Read Matthew 27: 32-55.  

This is just one account of the Passion of Jesus Christ. Consider that God 

delivered His own Son to be crucified for you. Consider what Jesus endured for 

your sake.  

Jesus died in the horrific and gruesome manner that He did, in part, so that you 

and I would not doubt how He feels about us. The Cross of Christ is a lot of things, 

don’t forget that it is also the greatest love letter ever written.  

When you pause to consider what God thinks of you, do so in light of the Cross.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A+32-55&version=ESV


Thursday – Where Is God When 
Life Is Tough? 

By Jim Pike 
“O Lord my God, in You I have taken refuge; 

save me from those who pursue me . . .” 
Psalm 7:1 

Psalm 7 is about a difficult time in David’s life. Samuel had anointed him king, 
he had killed Goliath, and King Saul honored him by taking him into his court and 
giving his daughter as David’s wife. David was riding a wave of popularity.  

Then things took a turn for the worse. Saul became jealous of David and made 
several attempts to kill him. David became a fugitive on the run. It wasn’t 
supposed to be that way. 

The heading of this Psalm mentions Cush. We know little about him. He was 
from the same tribe as Saul and may have been Saul’s kinsman or his lieutenant. 
He may have spread rumors about David, accusing him of crimes including 
attempts to murder Saul. Can you imagine the anguish that caused David? As he 
became a wanted man, David had to look over his shoulder everywhere he went. 
What was David to do? What are we to do when life is not fair? 

Oscar, his wife and children went to Colombia, South America as missionaries. 
Instead of being received with open arms, their lives were threatened by the very 
people they came to evangelize. Nate Saint and Jim Elliot were killed in Ecuador 
by the Auca Indians they were seeking to evangelize. 

Did things happen to David and these missionaries because of God’s 
displeasure? Where was God when life was tough? What do you do when life is 
unfair? Do what David did. 

Go to the Righteous Judge and lay your case before Him. Like a lamb before a 
lion, take refuge in the Shepherd. Sometimes we get in trouble because we stray 
from the fold. We may look around and the Shepherd is not close by. In times of 
trouble, examine yourself to see if there may be just cause for what you are facing. 
If there is, make it right. If not, do what David did. Take it to the Lord. David simply 
said, “Lord, examine my life. You know everything about me. If I am guilty, judge 
me. If not, rescue me.” 

Nate Saint’s son returned to Ecuador to minister to the people who killed his 
father. Some years ago, I was at a conference where he spoke. The old man who 
was with him participated in killing his father.  

After being saved, the old man became a preacher of the very Gospel Nate 
Saint and Jim Elliot went to Ecuador to proclaim. Oscar, mentioned above, went 
on to have a successful ministry and saw many come to Christ. Where was God 
when life was tough? He was right there to sustain them, and He will be with you 
too. 

Read 1 Peter 4:11-17.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A11-17&version=ESV


Friday – Imprinted on My Heart 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your head are all 

numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 
Matthew 10:29-31 

Because of health concerns, I have not been back to Guatemala for several 
years. That does not mean I have lost my love for the children and nannies there. 
The times at the Malnutrition Center are imprinted on my heart.  

On the last trip, I fell in love with a little girl named Juanita. Juanita and her two 
brothers, Eduardo and Jorge (pronounced Horhay) were sent to the Center by the 
Guatemalan government, in whose care the children were placed. Their mother 
fell into the profession that many poor, uneducated women find themselves in and 
often left the two younger children in Eduardo’s care. The boy did the best he 
could, but without money or food, the three siblings were malnourished and ill. 
The two boys were typical boys, loving soccer and mischief. Juanita, the 
peacemaker, interrupted rough play, raising and shaking her hands to get her 
brothers to stop and calm down. She loved to cuddle and be rocked.  

Because I was having trouble walking, I spent most of the week sitting in a chair 
with Juanita on my lap. We were told not to hold the children too much as they 
need the exercise, but I could not help myself as I imagined what her fate might 
be without a protector in a male dominated society. As we rocked, I prayed that 
she would grow up to know her worth and be surrounded by people who would 
understand that she had much to offer her country beyond working in the home, 
giving men pleasure and providing babies.  

I rubbed my fingers through her dark curls and sang over her. As I did the words 
of Zephaniah 3:15-17 came alive for me. I imagined how God must sing over 
Juanita and her brothers, and also over me. While Juanita curled up on my lap, 
her head rested on my shoulder and her breathing slowed. Her tense muscles 
relaxed. In times of stress, I try to think of Juanita and picture myself on God’s lap 
doing the same thing.  

It was hard to walk away on our last day at the Center and leave Juanita. I knew 
it would be the last time I would see her. I took comfort in believing that God knows 
every hair on their heads and they will remain in His care, no matter where the 
future takes them. The same is true for you and me.   

Reread Matthew 10:29-31. Have you ever seen sparrows begging for food 
outside a shopping center or restaurant? How does it make you feel to know that 
God cares for them and He cares for you, too! What are you afraid of today? Give 
your fears to God and curl up on his lap and rest. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3%3A15-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A29-31&version=ESV


Weekend – Faithful 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail.” 

Lamentations 3:22 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

My wife, Hope, and I sang this chorus over and over again at our son’s bedside 
in the NICU. We were reminding ourselves, and one another, that God is faithful 
even through trials and heartache. Despite our circumstances God’s character 
never changed, He was and is constantly faithful to us.  

The circumstances of our lives can sometimes cause us to question how God 
feels about us. Why would God allow such hurt and such pain in my life when 
He’s supposed to be my Father who loves me? How can I believe God loves me 
and celebrates me when my world is falling apart?  

Worship with us this weekend as we pull back all the messiness and 
brokenness so we can see God’s heart for us. 

Pray for the World: Lesotho 
This landlocked mountainous country is completely surrounded by South Africa. Only 

10% of the country is arable. Christians comprise 89% of the two million who live there.  
The mountain population of 600,000 are among the poorest and most vulnerable. 

Nominally Christian, they have little contact with the life-giving Gospel. Lesotho’s churches 
are beginning to wake up to this challenge. Many villages are accessible only on 
horseback, others by plane. Pray for fruitful and sustainable ministry that yields thriving 
churches. 

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) has a unique and vital role in this land of high 
mountains and few roads. MAF planes operate on 26 landing strips with 17 full-time 
workers and six aircraft. They provide support for Christian workers and a fly-in doctor 
service. Pray for these pilots, their families, support teams and for their safety.  

                                                             (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 112. Blessed 
is the person who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments!  

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+112&version=ESV




 


